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POL 311 COURSE GUIDE

COURSE DESCRIPTION

POL 311 Contemporary Political Analysis (3 Credit Units)

This course provides an insight into the nature of the contemporary
political analysis. It examines the meanings and nature of political
anaysis, also, it further examines Behaviouralism, Institutionalism and
Political culture approaches in political analysis, including theories of
dependency, modernisation, as well as political economy. Furthermore,
the course delves in to examine the differences between political
philosophy and political science, with their underlining differences
between political science and the natural sciences. Lastly, it outlines and
the approaches to analysing political events in areas of domestic politics
and international relations.
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to POL 311: Contemporary Political Analysis! Thisis athree-
credit unit course available for students in the undergraduate Political
Science programme at the 300 level. The course provides an opportunity
for students to acquire detailed knowledge and understanding of
theoretical approaches in contemporary political analysis. Anaysisis a
word that has a variety of meanings. To analyse something means to ask
a question; give an answer, and then give the reasons for the answer. In
looking at political analysis that political scientists have engaged in, we
have labelled them scientific, normative, instrumental, and analytic.
Students who have gone through this course would be able to apply
different approaches in political science to the analysis of political
events and phenomena. Students would also be expected to know the
mainstream literature in political analysis and their discussion and be
able to apply approaches to case studies. An interesting concern of the
course is to introduce students to the distinction between political
science and the natural sciences. While both of them adopt the scientific
method, political science can never be an exact science like physics and
chemistry because of the substance, which it deals with, i.e., human
behaviour. Another concern is to introduce you to the distinction
between political philosophy and political science.

This course guide provides you with the necessary information about the
contents of the course and the materials you need to be familiar with for
a proper understanding of the subject matter. It is designed to help you
to get the best of the course by enabling you to think productively about
the principles underlying the issues you study and the projects you
execute in the course of your study and thereafter. It also provides some
guidance on the way to approach your tutor-marked assignments
(TMAS). You will of course receive on-the-spot guidance from your
tutorial classes, which you are advised to approach with all seriousness.

Overdl, this module will fill an important vacuum in the study of
Political Science, especidly as it is interested in knowing why certain
political events and phenomena occur at certain times, and why political
actors behave the way they do. Students will acquire an understanding
of and the skills to evaluate and discuss political inquiries literature.
They will also be able to apply contemporary political approaches to
real-world events, both at the domestic and international levels.

COURSE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The primary aim of this course is to provide the students of Political
Science with a comprehensive knowledge of contemporary political
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analysis. However, the specific objective of the course is to enable you

to:

I explicate the concept of political analysis

I. present an overview of approaches in contemporary political
anaysis

lii.  distinguish between philosophy and political science

iv.  understand why science in political science is not the same as the
onein natural sciences.

V. Apply different approaches in political science to a wide and
diverse area of politics at the domestic and international levels.

The specific objectives of each study unit can be found at the beginning
and you can make references to it while studying. It is necessary and
helpful for you to check at the end of the unit, if your progress is
consistent with the stated objectives and if you can conveniently answer
the self-assessment exercises. The overall objectives of the course will
be achieved if you diligently study and complete all the units in this
course.

WORKING THROUGH THE COURSE

To complete the course, you are required to read the study units and
other related materials. You will aso need to undertake practical
exercises for which you need a pen, a notebook, and other materials that
will be listed in this guide. The exercises are to aid you in understanding
the concepts being presented. At the end of each unit, you will be
required to submit a written assignment for assessment purposes. At the
end of the course, you will write afinal examination.

COURSE MATERIALS

In this course, as in al other courses, the major components you will
find are asfollows:

Course guide
Study units
Textbooks
Assignment

PODNPRE
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STUDY UNITS
There are five modules in this course:

Modulel Contemporary Political Analysis. An Introduction

Unit 1 What does political analysis entail?
Unit 2 The divide in political science
Unit 3 Understanding the science of politics

Module2  Development-Oriented Approaches

Unit 1 Marxism

Unit 2 M odernisation theory

Unit 3 Dependency theory

Unit 4 The political economy approach

Module3 Behaviouralism and Emerging Approaches

Unit 1 Behaviouralism and Post-Behaviouralism
Unit 2 New institutionalism
Unit 3 Political culture approach

Module4  Political Systemsand Power Approaches

Unit 1 Systems theory
Unit 2 Structural functional approach/structural functionalism
Unit 3 Group theory

Module5  Rational and Intentional Approaches

Unit 1 Game theory
Unit 2 Rational choice theory
Unit 3 Decision-making theory

As you can observe, the course begins with the basics and expands into
a more elaborate, complex, and detailed form. All you need to do is to
follow the instructions as provided in each unit. Also, some self-
assessment exercises have been provided with which you can test your
progress with the text and determine if your study is fulfilling the stated
objectives. Tutor-marked assignments have also been provided to aid
your study. All these will assist you to be able to fully grasp the
knowledge of contemporary political anaysis.

Vi
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TEXTBOOKSAND REFERENCES

At the end of each unit, you will find a list of relevant reference
materials that you may yourself wish to consult as the need arises, even
though | have made efforts to provide you with the most important
information you need to pass this course. However, | would encourage
you as a third-year student to cultivate the habit of consulting as many
relevant materials as you can within the time available to you. In
particular, make sure you consult whatever material you are advised to
consult before attempting any exercise.

ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Two types of assessment are involved in the course: the Self-
Assessment Exercises (SAEs), and the Tutor-Marked Assessment
(TMA) questions. Your answers to the SAEs are not meant to be
submitted, but they are also important since they allow you to assess
your understanding of course content. Tutor-Marked Assignments
(TMAS) on the other hand is to be carefully answered and kept in your
assignment file for submission and marking. This will count for 30% of
your total scorein the course.

TUTOR- MARKED ASSIGNMENT

At the end of every unit, you will find a Tutor-Marked Assignment
which you should answer as instructed and put in your assignment file
for submission. However, this Course Guide does not contain any Tutor-
Marked Assignment question. The Tutor-Marked Assignment questions
are provided from Unit 1 of Module 1 to Unit 4 of Module 5.

FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

There will be a fina examination at the end of the course. The
examination carries a total of 70 percent of the total course grade. The
examination will reflect the contents of what you have learned and the
self-assessments and tutor-marked assignments. Y ou, therefore, need to
revise your course materials beforehand.

viii
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COURSE MARKING SCHEME

COURSE GUIDE

The following table sets out how the actual course marking is broken

down.

ASSESSMENT

MARKS

Four assignments (the best four of
al the assignments submitted or
marking).

Four assignments, each marked
out of 10%, but highest scoring
three selected, thus totalling 30%

Final Examination

70% of overall course score.

TOTAL

100% of course score.

COURSE OVERVIEW PRESENTATION SCHEME

Units | Title of Work Week | Assignment
Activity | (End-of-

Unit)

Course | Contemporary Palitical Analysis

Guide

Module | Contemporary Palitical Analysis. An Introduction

1

Unit1 | What does Political Analysis Entail? | Week 1 | Assignment

Unit2 | Thedividein Political science Week 1 | Assignment

Unit3 | Understanding the science of politics | Week2 | TMA 1 to
be
submitted

Module | Development-Oriented Approaches

2

Unitl | Marxism Week 3 | Assignment
1

Unit2 | Modernisation theory Week 4 | Assignment
1

Unit 3 | Dependency theory Week 4 | Assignment
1

Unit4 | The political economy approach Week5 | TMA 2 to
be
submitted

Module | Behaviouralism and Emerging Approaches

3

Unit1l | Behaviouralism Week 6 | Assignment
1

Unit 2 | New ingtitutionalism Week 7 | Assignment
1

Unit3 | Political culture Approach Week 8

TMA 3 to

1X
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be
submitted
Module | Structural Systems and Power Approaches
4
Unitl | Systemstheory Week 9 | Assignment
1
Unit2 | Structural functional analysis Week | Assignment
10 1
Unit3 | Group theory Week | Assignment
11 1
Module | Rational and Intentional Approaches
5
Unitl | Gametheory Week | Assignment
12 1
Unit2 | Rational choice theory Week | Assignment
13 1
Unit 3 | Decision making theory Week | Assignment
14 1

WHAT YOU WILL NEED IN THIS COURSE

This course is built on what you have learned in 200 level. It will be
helpful if you try to review what you studied at 200 level in the course,
POL 211: Introduction to Political Analysis, to refresh your mind about
what analysis is about. Second, you may need to purchase one or two
texts recommended as important for your mastery of the course content.
You need quality time in a study-friendly environment every week. If
you are computer-literate (which ideally you should be), you should be
prepared to visit recommended websites. You should also cultivate the
habit of visiting reputable physical libraries accessible to you.

TUTORSAND TUTORIALS

There are 15 hours of tutorials provided in support of the course. You
will be notified of the dates and location of these tutorials, together with
the name and phone number of your tutor as soon as you are allocated a
tutorial group. Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignments
and keep a close watch on your progress. Be sure to send in your tutor-
marked assignments promptly, and feel free to contact your tutor in case
of any difficulty with your self-assessment exercise, tutor-marked
assignment or the grading of an assignment. In any case, | advise you to
attend the tutorials regularly and punctually. Always take a list of such
prepared questions to the tutorials and participate actively in the
discussions.

X
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ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

There are two aspects to the assessment of this course. First is the Tutor-
Marked Assignments; second is awritten examination. In handling these
assignments, you are expected to apply the information, knowledge and
experience acquired during the course. The tutor-marked assignments
are now being done online. Ensure that you register al your courses so
that you can have easy access to the online assignments. Your score in
the online assignments will account for 30 percent of your total
coursework. At the end of the course, you will need to sit for a fina
examination. This examination will account for the other 70 percent of
your total course mark.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMAS)

Usually, there are four online tutor-marked assignments in this course.
Each assignment will be marked over ten percent. The best three (that is
the highest three of the 10 marks) will be counted. Thisimplies that the
total mark for the best three assignments will constitute 30% of your
total course work. You will be able to complete your online assignments
successfully from the information and materials contained in your
references, reading, and study units.

FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

The final examination for POL 311 will take three hours and carry 70%
of the total course grade. The examination questions will reflect the
SAEsand TMAs that you have already worked on. | advise you to spend
the time between your completion of the last unit and the examination
revising the entire course. You will certainly find it helpful to aso
review both your SAEs and TMASs before the examination.

HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM THIS COURSE

1. There are 16 units in this course. You are to spend one week in
each unit. In distance learning, the study units replace the
university lecture. Thisis one of the great advantages of distance
learning; you can read and work through specially designed study
materials at your own pace, and at a time and place that suits you
best. Think of it as reading the lecture instead of listening to the
lecturer. In the same way a lecturer might give you some reading
to do. The study units tell you when to read and which are your
text materials or recommended books. You are provided
exercises to do at appropriate points, just as a lecturer might give
you in aclass exercise.

Xi
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o 0

10.

11.

xii

Each of the study units follows a common format. The first item
Is an introduction to the subject matter of the unit, and how a
particular unit is integrated with other units and the course as a
whole. Next to this is a set of learning objectives. These
objectives let you know what you should be able to do, by the
time you have completed the unit. These learning objectives are
meant to guide your study. The moment a unit is finished, you
must go back and check whether you have achieved the
objectives. If this is made a habit, then you will significantly
improve your chance of passing the course.

The main body of the unit guides you through the required
reading from other sources. This will usually be either from your
reference or from areading section.

The following is a practical strategy for working through the
course. If you run into any trouble, telephone your tutor or visit
the study centre nearest to you. Remember that your tutor’s job is
to help you. When you need assistance, do not hesitate to call and
ask your tutor to provideit.

Read this course guide thoroughly. It is your first assignment.
Organise a study schedule — Design a ‘Course Overview’ to
guide you through the course. Note the time you are expected to
spend on each unit and how the assignments relate to the units.

Important information, e.g. details of your tutorials and the date
of thefirst day of the semester is available at the study centre.

You need to gather all the information into one place, such as
your diary or a wall caendar. Whatever method you choose to
use, you should decide on and write in your dates and schedul e of
work for each unit.

Once you have created your study schedule, do everything to stay
faithful to it.

The major reason that students fail is that they get behind in their
coursework. If you get into difficulties with your schedule, please
let your tutor or course coordinator know before it is too late for
help.

Turn to Unit 1 and read the introduction and the objectives for the
unit.
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12.  Assemble the study materials. You will need your references for
the unit you are studying at any point in time.

13.  As you work through the unit, you will know what sources to
consult for further information.

14. Visit your study centre whenever you need up-to-date
information.

15. Beforetherelevant online TMA due dates, visit your study centre
for relevant information and updates. Keep in mind that you will
learn a lot by doing the assignment carefully. They have been
designed to help you meet the objectives of the course and,
therefore, will help you pass the examination.

16. Review the objectives for each study unit to confirm that you
have achieved them. If you feel unsure about any of the
objectives, review the study materials, or consult your tutor.
When you are confident that you have achieved a unit’s
objectives, you can start on the next unit. Proceed unit by unit
through the course and try to space your study so that you can
keep yourself on schedule.

17.  After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare
yourself for the final examination. Check that you have achieved
the unit objectives (listed at the beginning of each unit) and the
course objectives (listed in the course guide).

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, all the features of this course guide have been designed to
facilitate your learning so that you achieve the aims and objectives of
the course. They include the aims and objectives, course summary,
course overview, Self-Assessment Exercises, and study questions. You
should ensure that you make maximum use of them in your study to
achieve maximum results.

SUMMARY

POL 311: Contemporary Political Analysis provides a theoretical
foundation upon which you will develop mastery in contemporary
political analysis. It is aimed at equipping you with analytical skills for
the understanding of theoretical approaches in contemporary political
anaysis. Analysis is aword that has a variety of meanings. To analyse
something means to ask a question; give an answer, and then give the

Xiii
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reasons for the answer. Upon completing this course, you should be able
to explain the various approaches employed in contemporary analysis of
politics, including their weaknesses and strengths. Y ou will also be able
to apply these approaches to real-life political phenomena. This course
assumes a prior knowledge of political analysis which you would have
taken in the first year.

Xiv
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POL 311 MODULE 1

MODULE 1 CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL
ANALYSIS: AN INTRODUCTION

The general aim of this module is to provide you with an in-depth
understanding of the concept of political analysis, levels of analysis, and
criteria for distinguishing between various approaches in contemporary
political analysis. To analyse something means to ask a question; give
an answer, and then give the reasons for the answer. When political
scientists talk about political analysis, their enterprise is essentialy
concerned with inquiries that can ether be scientific, normative,
descriptive, or analytic. This module is prepared to give you an insight
into various theoretical approaches employed in political anaysis.

Contemporary political analysis refers to new methods and approaches
in political science that seek to explain why certain political events
occur, how they occur, when they occur, and how such events can be
controlled. Contemporary political analysis is the magjor task undertaken
by Political Scientists.

In this module, you will be introduced to what political analysis is;
approaches to political analysis and distinctions in approaches. In the
first unit, you will be told what an approach to political inquiry is all
about. This unit will also provide us with the criteria for distinguishing
between various approaches in contemporary political analysis. The
second unit will focus on the divide in political science- between the
normative, legal, and philosophical approaches- and contemporary
approaches in political inquiry. The third unit looks at the distinctive
features of a scientific enterprise. In the fourth unit, we would attempt a
general understanding of the concept of politics. Here, we would argue
that the concept of politics does not have a universal definition.
However, scholars have viewed it in three perspectives. government;
power, authority, and conflict; and the authoritative allocation of values.
The focus of unit five is on understanding the concept of politics. The
general theme of this module is that political science can never be an
exact science as physics and chemistry. Nevertheless, it adopts the
scientific approach in the study of political phenomena.

The five units that constitute this module are thematically linked. By the
end of this module, the stage would have been set for you to appreciate
the various theoretical approachesin contemporary political anaysis.

Unit 1 What does Political Analysis Entail?
Unit 2 Thedivide in Political Science
Unit 3 Understanding the Science of Politics



POL 311 CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL ANALYS'S

UNIT 1 WHAT DOESPOLITICAL ANALYSISENTAIL?
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
20 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  What does political analysis entails?
3.2 What is contemporary political analysis?
3.2.1 Theoretical approachesin political analysis
3.3 Toolsfor contemporary political analysis
3.3.1 Approaches
3.3.2 Models
3.3.3 Paradigms
3.3.4 Theories
3.4  Distinction between approachesin political inquiry
4.0 Conclusion
50 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment (TMA)
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

You must have read the course guide and familiarised yourself with the
introductory comments in Module 1. The main thrust of the unit is for
you to understand what is meant by contemporary political analysis,
tools for contemporary analysis, their significance in contemporary
analysis, and the distinction between various approaches in
contemporary political inquiry. This unit forms the bedrock upon which
other subsequent units and modules are built, and therefore demands
that you give it the attention it deserves.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be ableto:

explain what political analysis entails

define contemporary political analysis

explain the significance of tools for contemporary political
analysisto political inquiry

distinguish various approachesin political inquiry.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 What does Palitical analysis entails?

Political analysis refers to processes, methods and approaches in
political science that seek to explain why certain political events occur,
how they occur, when they occur and how such events can be
controlled. Contemporary political analysis is the magjor task undertaken
by Political Scientists. According to Osaghae (1988) political analysis
has three main goals:

To know what is important in politics, i.e. those things that
influence or determine the outcome of events.

To know what is vauable, i.e. the difference every political
outcome makes to our desires, both individually and collectively;
and

To know what is real or true by systematically subjecting our
guesses, impressions, popular belief, even rumours, to
verification.

Political analysis covers some of the important philosophical questions
underlying the epistemological, ontological, and methodological choices
that al political scientists must make and relate these to current research
and debates in the discipline.

There are different types of political analysis. In the sections below, you
will be introduced to these different types in contemporary political
anaysis.

Nor mative Analysis

When we talk of normative analysis in political science, our focus is on
the type of political analysis that asks questions of value and seeks to
identify what is good or better to recommend what we ought to value. It
will ask, for instance, whether, when, and why we ought to value
freedom, or democracy or equality and why should we obey the state.
Many of the ‘founding fathers’ of political science, ranging from Plato
through Thomas Hobbes to a more recent major work of politica
philosophy, John Rawls’s A Theory of Justice (see Rawls, 1971), have
all sought to set out what constitutes the ‘good life’, the kind of society
and polity within which it would be desirable for usto live.

Empirical Analysis

The second type of analysis common to politics is empirical. The
empirical analysis seeks to identify observable phenomena in the real
world to establish what is, rather than what ought to be. Empirical
analysis, of course, is the basis of the natural sciences, and many so-

3
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called positivist political analysts seek to bring to bear what they see as
the impartial and value-free methods of the natural sciences to the study
of political phenomena.

A key element of the empirical approach to the study of political
institutions and processes is the comparative method. When political
scientists seek to devel op testable generalisations by examining political
phenomena across different political systems or historically within the
same political system, they are carrying out comparative anaysis.
Comparative political analysis is aso an aid in understanding and
identifying those characteristics which may be universal to the political
process, regardless of time or place.

The quality of the empirical analysis depends on its explanatory and
predictive force. For instance, because empirical analysis involves
making predictions, its quality will be determined by how true the
predictions prove to be. To this extent, “empirical analysis falls short of
what we want from it if it leads to expectations about the future that are
falsified by events” (Dahl, 1976).

Semantic Analysis

The third type of analysis commonly used in politics is that of
semantics. Thisis aso called conceptual analysis. As its name suggests,
this form of analysis is concerned with clarifying the meaning of
concepts. This is an important function in political studies. So many of
the concepts used in politics like power, influence, democracy, freedom,
development, even politics itself, have no commonly accepted
definitions and, indeed, have been described as ‘essentially contested
concepts’ (Gallie, 1956). In effect, defining what we mean by these
terms, therefore, isacrucia starting point in any political analysis.

According to Osaghae (1988), there are two ways of carrying out
semantic analysis. First, a term or concept can be defined by appealing
to an authority whose definition is widely accepted, or by relying on
definitions offered in Standard English or technical dictionaries. Thisis
called a nominal definition. Second, in the case of concepts like
democracy, freedom, or equality which are often coloured by
ideological considerations, we can devise certain "objective" indices
according to which they can be defined, and insist that they mean
exactly what we want them to mean. This is called “operationalisation”
of concepts.

Policy Analysis

Policy analysis involves the search for policies or course of action which
will take us from the present state to that which we desire. In other
words, policies are solutions that we think will bring desired and

4
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satisfactory results. Certainly, in an unsatisfactory situation, there would
be more than one possible solution. Each of these options has the
potential to help us achieve our desired goal. But the option or options
we will choose would depend on many considerations. how we define
the goal or problem, the relative costs and benefits of each option, the
practicability of each option, and so on. All policies involve decision
making by public officials that authorise or give direction and content to
public policy actions. Decision-making involves the choice of an
aternative from a series of competing aternatives. Some decisions
which affect public policy actions are fundamental while others are
largely routine and are made by officialsin the day-to-day application of
public policy.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What are the different types of analysisin political science?
3.2 What isContemporary Political Analysis?

Blondel (1976:13) identifies the development of contemporary political
analysis as a history of the ‘three main battlefields’, each dominating
political analysis at different times. One ‘battlefield” has been
represented by the distinction between normative and distinctive
political science- that is, the study of what ought to be versus the study
of what occurs.

Second, Blondel identifies the ‘battlefield” between law and reality, the
problem of structures, in which a legal approach is taken towards the
study of politics. Examples of this approach would be analyses which
focus on constitutional law, public law and administrative law, when the
problem rotates around the question of implementations of rules playsin
political life’ (Ibid: 21). The problem here is that political behaviour is
influenced by a range of structures and procedures (for example, the
family, membership of the political party) which lie beyond the remit of
legal rules.

Blondel’s third *battlefield” is that between the unique and the general in
which we have witnessed a move towards the quantification of political
analysis and the development of behaviouralism (which was first
developed in the USA). It is this approach that makes the difference
between political studies and political science, and which we refer to as
contemporary political analysis.

Hence, contemporary political analysis can be defined as new processes,

approaches, and strategies that guide the political scientists in studying
political phenomena. Contemporary political analysis requires adopting

5
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new tools, methods, and concepts in dissecting political phenomena in
other to explain why an event occurred, how it occurred, when it
occurred, and how a political analyst can predict and control political
events.

Analysis is a word that has a variety of meanings; since this is the
concern of this course, | would advise you to pause a bit and consider its
varieties. To chemists, analysis means breaking things down into their
constituent’s parts; to biologists, sorting things into categories; to
mathematicians, deriving conclusions from premises to socia scientists,
identifying the causes of various kinds of human behaviour; to moral
philosophers, showing which actions are good ones. A common thread
that runs through all these definitions is the attempt to answer one kind
of question or another: what is the nature of this substance? What
species of animals do we have here? What is the solution to this
problem? Why did she refuse to vote in the election? Thus, to analyse
something means to ask a question; answer, and then give the reasons
for the answer. In looking at the political analysis that political scientists
have engaged in what we have labelled scientific, normative,
descriptive, and logical.

Describing a political system, or an aspect of it, or a genera political
phenomenon, and explaining or accounting for such facts are scientific
activities. Traditiona political philosophers have always been engaged
in such scientific activities. For instance, Aristotle spent much of his
time describing and comparing various kinds of constitutions, and in
another section of Politics, he attempts an explanation of political
change and politica revolution (Baker, 1958). Machiavelli is also
reputed for the down-to-earth description of politics as it redly is -
namely, a struggle for power (see, The Prince).

The traditionalists include theologians, historians, lawyers’ journalists,
etc and their emphasis is on ‘what ought to be’ questions. They
dominated the realm of political analysis before the 19th century when
political science formally emerged as a separate discipline.

Traditional approaches to the analysis of politics have never been
without criticisms. First, and largely beyond his control, the traditional
political philosopher lacked the sophisticated scientific and
methodological technology and hardware. The datistica and
mathematical tools so essential to modern social scientists were not
available to Plato and Aristotle, Locke and Marx. Second, and perhaps
more crucia in the long run, is the fact that scientific activities have
never been the main concern of the political philosopher.
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The primary activities of political philosophers have probably been
normative: activities, which involve moral, ethical, or value judgements.
While scientific activities deals with what is, value judgements express
what a political philosopher believes ought to be. As you will learn in
this course, the distinction between is and ought is fundamental to an
understanding of contemporary political analysis.

There are several varieties of normative activity. First, many political
philosophers spend much time prescribing the best state of political
system. Plato (428-348BC.), an early Greek philosopher, who taught
Aristotle, was fascinated by the political question of what constitutes the
ideal state or utopia. In his Republic, Plato was concerned particularly
with the concept of justice, which he perceived resulted from adhering
to relatively strict principles. Drawing on his knowledge of how Greek
city-states functioned, Plato categorised political systems according to
which level of society had the most influence on the governance of a
given state. The ideal state, he said, would be ruled by philosopher-kings
who were imbued with wisdom. Of course, Plato was not naive;, he
posited that an “ideal” state would persist only if the people believed in
their leaders. Political activities also engage in the normative activity of
recommending the proper or true goals of politics. Thus, Jeremy
Bentham argues that happiness should be the basis of all political
activities.

Instrumental or applied value judgements should not be confused with
normative statements in that the former recommends the best way of
achieving a given end, but they do not attempt to justify the end in itself.
This is the significance of an aternative label, means-ends analysis. An
instrumental judgement is therefore a scientific-empirical activity, for it
is an explanation of why certain conditions or actions lead to the desired
results. The last kind of activity is known as analytic or logical. This
category includes both the analysis of political words and concepts and
the examination of certain aspects of political arguments, for instance,
their logical consistency. Plato, using the dialectical method, analyses
and criticises several definitions of justice in his attempt to arrive at its
real meaning (Cornford, 1945).

You may also wish to know that early contributions to the study of
politics and government came, then, largely from philosophers, but also
from the fields of history and law. For many years, the subject was
commonly taught in history departments. Political scientists were, in
fact, often considered to be “historians of the present”, and early studies
of political institutions and international relations emphasised historicity
methodology. Since it was particularly concerned - with government
organisation and law-making, the field of law, too, was important to the
evolution of modern political science. The traditional approaches also
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include the descriptive-institutional approaches in political analysis.
However, it will surprise you to know in subsequent units that, there has
been arenewed interest in institutions, what is essentially now known as
new institutionalism.

By the late 1950s, the traditional approach came under severe attack.
The basic criticisms alleged that its practitioners were essentially
parochial (biased towards Western thought and ideas), formal-legal
(interested mainly in constitutions and the operations of institutions such
as the executives, legidature, courts, and bureaucracies), non-
comparative (based essentially on the configurative study of single
countries), and unscientific (concepts, models and theories were
rudimentary, or even non-existent). Furthermore, the approach was said
to exclude informal politics and therefore ignores a large important
source of relevant information (Jackson and Jackson, 2000:32).

Davies and Lewis (1971) in their book ‘Models of Political Analysis’
argued that Too much emphasis came to be placed on the analysis of the
law and the constitution, and as a consequence, too little attention was
given to general social framework of state... Institutions could become
outmoded; they could be seen to be failing to reflect and thus cope with
changes in the patterns of structures of behaviour among men. They then
ceased to be relevant formalisation of social and other processes”.

Also, they argued, “there was a tendency simply to compare the
institutions of other countries by starting off with one’s own country as
the standard comparison”. And since, for example the political
institutions of Britain were often seen as among the most stable, if not
the most stable in the world, the procedures of political analysis usually
involved taking British political institutions as the yardstick for
comparison. There were, in fact, it was argued no objective criteria
provided for comparison. Thus, there was not a satisfactory basis for the
study of politics.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What are the main weaknesses of the traditional approach to political
analysis?

3.2.1 Theoretical approachesin political analysis

In the section above, you have been told that an approach to disciplineis
the particular orientation that one adopts when addressing the subject. It
Is a predisposition to adopt a conceptual framework and to explore
certain hypotheses to generate theory (Bill and Hardware Jnr, 1982). An
approach may be implicit or explicit, but it must be identifiable because

8
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it determines the questions, perspectives, and procedures or methods
that a researcher will use in his or her study. An approach provides a
guide in selecting facts and organising them in a meaningful way.

Scholars have tended to bring approaches and methods of study from
other fields to their research in political science. The discipline is
therefore multidisciplinary. As well, different generations of scholars
have developed approaches based on their unique interests, values, and
methodologies. Approaches to the study of politics have therefore
changed over time, with notions about which ones were best, shifting
according to what was needed, or sometimes fashionable, to study
specific topics or problems. However, they mostly focus now on vital
guestions such as who exercises power and influence in political
decision making and how politicians seek and maintain power.

In contemporary political science, you will discover that there is no
universally accepted approach. Instead, what you will find out is that
there are several dternative approaches each with its own claimed
advantages. No approach is right or wrong. Quite interestingly, most
approaches to the study of politics have been borrowed by political
scientists from other disciplines. Systems and structural-functional
anaysis are largely the products of sociology and anthropology. Game
theory was developed by economists and mathematics. Psychologists
are responsible for learning theory, which is an aspect of political
culture. In essence, the portrait of political science is one of a highly
pluralistic discipline that comprises several approaches, which are
assessed based on the evaluative criteria already mentioned in this unit.

Underlying al approaches to the study of politics, however, is the
principle that political scientists should be analytical and comparative
and should avoid basing generalisations on causal observation (Jackson
and Jackson, 2000:31). They have argued that whether the research is
based on experiments, statistics, or configurative case studies, it ought to
be ordered by the desire to be explicit about the rules employed to
describe and analyse politics. Jackson and Jackson also argue that many
modern approaches to the study of political science are based on the
belief that studies of politics must employ a general theory of the polity;
that is, they must identify all the critical structures and processes of
society, explain their interrelationships with politics, and predict a wide
range of governmental outcomes. Such a theory, it is argued, would
alow scholars to obtain scientific-law-like generalisations about
politics.

Two analogies summarise the core of this debate on the status of genera

theory in political science. One is that politics is like the shifting
formlessness of clouds; the other is that it is based on precise
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mechanical causation like awatch. But for Gabriel Almond and Stephen
Genco, in their “Clouds, Clocks and the Study of Politics”, the
conclusion is that “the current quandary in political science can, to a
large extent, by the fact, by themselves, clock-model assumptions are
inappropriate in dealing with the substance of political phenomena”.
Almond and Genco maintain that politics is not predictable because,
since human behaviour is involved, there can be no direct cause-and-
effect relationship among the variables. They contend that political
reality “has distinctive properties that make it unamendable to the forms
of explanations used in the natural sciences. Therefore, the science of
politics should not be seen as a set of methods with a predetermined
theory, but rather, as Almond and Genco noted, as a “commitment to
explore and attempt to understand a given segment of empirical reality”
(Almond and Genco, 1977:505).

An extended discussion of the reasons why grand over-arching theory is
impossible in the study of politics would be discussed in Unit 4:
Understanding the Science of Palitics.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Is general theory of politics possible?

3.3 Toolsfor Contemporary Political Analysis
3.3.1 Approaches

An approach to political inquiry refers to a general strategy for studying
political phenomena (Isaak, 1985:185). In other words, approaches are
attempts to develop strategies for directing research activities of political
scientists. They represent a set of assumptions that structure the research
of any political scientist.

Approaches provide political scientists with underlying assumptions and
organising concepts or set of concepts that orients research and
coordinate empirical data from several sources. A list of al the
observations, one makes in aday will be useless, unless the observations
are selected and organised according to a set of assumptions or an
approach. In essence, approaches articulate the basic assumptions that
shape political science research. They are tools that are useful in
opening the political scientist’s mind to new concepts, hypothesis, and
theories.

Many historians of science have emphasised the role of approaches in
scientific discovery. They have noted that great “change is brought
about, not by new observations or additional evidence in the first
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instance, but by transpositions that were taking place inside the minds of
the scientists themselves” (Butterfield, 1957:13). This psychological
change is usually manifested by a change in approaches. An example of
physics can be a change from Newton to Einstein. An overt approach is
not necessary for the discovery of new concepts and relationships, at
least for the political scientists.

As earlier mentioned, an approach may involve the attempt to locate an
organising concept or set of concepts that can orient research and
coordinate empirical data from several sources. For example, when
political scientists research democracy, they are interested in universa
concepts like free elections, human rights, the rule of law, the well-being
of the citizens, etc. All these concepts would enable them to orient their
research.

An approach according to Isaak (1985:187) is designed to include a
wide range of political phenomena as possible within a single set of
concepts. It is the responsibility of the political scientists to determine
how much revision is required if it is to include an even wider range of
sources. Or it may be realised that it applies only to alimited range. This
activity involves both conceptual analysis and empirical research as the
conceptual scheme is refined and expanded or reduced in scope. In this
process, the political scientists will be able to organise the study and
may have hypotheses suggested to him/her. The ultimate success in this
regard, in the final analysis would be the generation of an empirical
theory.

In this course, severa major evaluative criteria will be employed as
approaches are examined. Among them: how appropriate the approach
is for political analysis, how effectively it organises knowledge; how
fruitful it isin suggesting new insights and hypotheses. The last criterion
Is the one we are mostly interested in, for it speaks directly about the
role of approaches to the process of discovery.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
How would you define an approach?
3.3.2 Models

We have just learned about what approaches are. What then do we mean
by models in politica analysis? Generally, a model is defined as a
theoretical construct that represents political processes by a set of
variables and a set of logical and/or quantitative relationships between
them. Models are simplified frameworks designed to illustrate complex
processes, often but not always using mathematical techniques.

11
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Models are abstraction of a rea-life system used to facilitate
understanding and to aid in decision making. In politica analysis,
models refer to a representation of some phenomena of the real world
made to facilitate an understanding of its workings. A model is a
simplified and generalised version of real political events, from which
the incidental detail, or “noise’, has been removed.

Whilst nobody doubts that models have a useful heuristic role in
science, there has been intense debate over whether a good explanation
of some phenomenon needs a model, or whether an organised structure
of laws from which it can be deduced suffices for scientific explanation.
The debate was inaugurated by Duhem in his The Aim and Structure of
Physical Theory (1906), which attacked the ‘shallow’ pictorial
imaginings of British physicists, contrasting them with the pure
deductive structures of proper science. Good models often represent
simplifications and idealisations and even while fertile and useful can be
approximations to more complex real phenomena.

In the most general sense, a model is anything used in any way to
represent anything else. Conceptual models may only be drawn on
paper, described in words, or imagined in the mind. They are used to
help us know and understand the subject matter they represent.

3.3.3 Paradigms

The historian of science Thomas Kuhn gave paradigm its contemporary
meaning when he adopted the word to refer to the set of practices that
define a scientific discipline at any particular period of time. Kuhn
himself came to prefer the terms exemplar and normal science, which
have more precise philosophical meanings. However, in his book The
Structure of Scientific Revolutions Kuhn defines a scientific paradigm
as.

what is to be observed and scrutinised

the kind of questions that are supposed to be asked and probed

for answers concerning this subject

how these questions are to be structured

how the results of scientific investigations should be interpreted.

Alternatively, the Oxford English Dictionary defines a paradigm as “a
pattern or model, an exemplar.” Thus, an additional component of
Kuhn's definition of paradigmis:

how is an experiment to be conducted, and what equipment is
available to conduct the experiment?

12
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Thus, within normal science, the paradigm is the set of exemplary
experiments that are likely to be copied or emulated. In this scientific
context, the prevailing paradigm often represents a more specific way of
viewing reality, or limitations on acceptable programs for future
research, than the more general scientific method.

A currently accepted paradigm would be the standard model of physics.
The scientific method would allow for orthodox scientific investigations
into phenomena that might contradict or disprove the standard model.

One important aspect of Kuhn's paradigms is that the paradigms are
incommensurable, meaning two paradigms cannot be reconciled with
each other because they cannot be subjected to the same common
standard of comparison. That is, no meaningful comparison between
them is possible without fundamental modification of the concepts that
are an intrinsic part of the paradigms being compared.

This way of looking at the concept of "paradigm" creates a paradox of
sorts since competing paradigms are constantly being measured against
each other. (Nonetheless, competing paradigms are not fully intelligible
solely within the context of their conceptual frameworks). For this
reason, paradigm as a concept in the philosophy of science might more
meaningfully be defined as a sef-reliant explanatory model or
conceptual framework. This definition makes it clear that the real barrier
to comparison is not necessarily the absence of common units of
measurement, but an absence of mutualy compatible or mutualy
intelligible concepts. Under this system, a new paradigm that replaces an
old paradigm is not necessarily better, because the criteria of judgment
are controlled by the paradigm itself, and by the conceptual framework
which defines the paradigm and givesiit its explanatory value.

3.3.4 Conceptual Frameworks

Conceptual frameworks also are known as theoretical frameworks are a
type of intermediate theory that attempts to connect to all aspects of
inquiry (e.g., problem definition, purpose, literature review,
methodology, data collection, and analysis). Conceptual frameworks can
act like maps that give coherence to empirical inquiry. Because
conceptual frameworks are potentially so close to empirical inquiry,
they take different forms depending upon the research question or
problem.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Distinguish between approaches, models, paradigms, and conceptual
frameworks in political inquiry.
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Consensus and conflict per spectives

While some analysts think of politics primarily as a cooperative act,
others think of it primarily as one group of people imposing their values
and interests on others. Political scientists of the consensual perspective
might look at the low turnout of election and conclude, “enough people
are content with both sides that they did not regard voting as important
this time.” The second sort of political scientists (i.e. those of the
conflict perspective) might interpret the same thing as “the political elite
did not offer people the real choice this time so there was no use voting”
(Isaak, 1985:187). Although they are obviously related, these are quite
different interpretations. The first interpretation emanates from the
cooperative or consensus paradigm, while the second reflects a conflict
perspective.

Cultural and calculusor rational and institutional approaches

This refers to the distinction between approaches that assume that
human behaviour is the result of unconscious motivations or subjective
beliefs and others that view human behaviour as rational, intentional,
and conscious or goal-seeking. A cultural explanation for instance
accounts for differences between countries in terms of basic differences
in values and assumptions about politics. Thus, we might account for the
differences between politics in Japan and politics in the United States by
differences in national cultures. It is generally thought that Japanese
culture emphasises cooperative activity as individuals are supposed to
subordinate themselves to the group whereas the American culture
emphasi ses competition and individual striving.

A comparison with a cultural emphasis often uses underlined cultural
values and assumptions as an explanation of how politics works.
Japanese diplomats’ preference for negotiations as compared with
American’s preferences for confrontation is a good example of a cultural
explanation to the nature and character of their politics.

Also, a cultural explanation of comparison will often investigate where
these values and assumptions come from. The rational/institutional
explanation places less emphasis on differences in values and is less
concerned with where values originate, rather it focuses on the situations
political decision-makers find themselves in and how these situations
help to determine the decisions made.

The cultural approach asks, “on what values is this act based” and
“where did these values come from?” The rational/intentional approach
asks, “given your values, how might we expect you to act in the present
environment, or what are the rules and circumstances that are shaping
your action?” In essence, the rational/institutional approach treats values
as given in any particular situation. Analysis in this mode, for instance,
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might explain the fact that political parties are more highly disciplined
in Germany than in the United States by the fact that Germany is a
parliamentary system in which parties must function as steam to fund
government coalitions while the United States Constitution provides for
apresidential system in which the Congress operates more or less as free
agents.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Differentiate between the cultural and calculus, and the rational or
Institutional approaches.

Cultural, structural and institutional approaches

A related distinction is between cultural, structural, and institutional
approaches to political analysis. These approaches reflect underlined
differences about the most useful level of analysis.

Structuralists (including Marxists, dependency theorists and Weberian)
stress broad macro-level conditions in the state, economy and society. In
other words, structuralists give analytical primacy to those relatively
enduring structural features of society that rarely change and usually
only over long period of time including class, ethnic and regional
divisions as well as demographic factors like population size, or the
distribution of sector make-up of the political economy.

For example, structuralists’ account of the development process as
formulated in the dependency theory presumed that political
development could only be understood in terms of the international
economic system as a whole. Similarly, structural perspectives on
democratisation tend to stress the macro-level conditions (for example,
economic development, urbanisation, mass literacy, etc) that are
necessary for the creation of democracy out of a non-democratic regime.
Process-oriented approaches stand in diametric opposition to structural
approaches. Unlike the structuralists, process-oriented analysts will start
with the individual insisting that differences in individual behaviour best
account for variations in politics. Consequently, process perspectives
tend to document the actions of political elites and to stress their
resourcefulness, autonomy or sovereignty as a key variable in political
change to the exclusion of both state and society as critical analytical
and contextual components. For example, process-oriented analysis of
democratisation concentrates on the interactions of elite political figures
and the success or failure of such elite negotiations in producing stable
democracy. Working at the process-oriented level are the students of
political leadership, behaviouralists, and public or rational choice
theorists.
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Institutionalism constitutes an intermediate level of analysis between
structure-based and process-oriented approaches.  Institutional
approaches stress the impact of institutions on the ordering and
formation of social and political relations. Institutionalism sees political
institutions as the black box of politics through which societal interests
are trandated or transformed into policy or political outcome.

Micro versus M acr o approaches

The distinction between micro and macro approaches refers to the level
of analysis that the researcher selects as a starting point for the study of
politics. By levels of analysis, we mean a method for grouping theories
together, based on the types of assumptions made about the most
important actors.

One of the most challenging tasks in teaching introductory-level courses
in international relations is to introduce students to important concepts
and theories that are often highly abstract and disconnected from their
real-world experiences. One such concept is levels of analysis. The
levels-of-analysis problem in political science, especialy in
international relations is essentially a question of where to look for
explanations of state behaviour. As David Singer put it, “whether in the
physical or socia sciences, the observer may choose to focus upon the
parts or upon the whole, upon the components or upon the system”
(Singer, 1989:67). This can often be a difficult concept for students to
understand. Not only does it require them to recognise that there may be
multiple explanations of any given decision or event, but that the
‘correct’ choice of which level to utilise largely depends on the type of
guestion one is asking. For students who are used to answers being
‘right” or ‘wrong,’ this can be a daunting task. It is therefore necessary
to develop methods that can aid in your comprehension of this critically
important concept. The best way to go about thisis for you to learn how
to apply levels of analysis to specific events or decisions in political
science. For instance, case studies of real-world decisions can be used
for you to look for explanations at different levels.

Political Science research occurs at different levels ranging from
individuals (micro), to groups (macro) of increasing size (committee,
party, ethnic group, nation-state). The selection of the appropriate unit
and level of analysis are important considerations. Once the “proper”
level and unit of analysis are determined, the researcher must then
decide which specific cases to study. Since it is usually not possible to
study the universe of cases, a sample of cases must be identified and in
ways the maximise variance and minimise bias.

A micro approach begins with the smallest unit in politics, i.e. the
individual. On the other hand, a macro approach begins with the largest,
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namely the political system. In between the two levelsis an intermediary
unit (medium level), which consists of the analysis of political units like
the interest groups.

The general common-sense idea is that we use smaller or lower-level
units to explain higher-level ones such as the behaviour of Senators to
explain the behaviour of the Senate- this is an example of a micro
approach. If on the other hand, we use higher-level units to explain
lower-level ones like the structure of the Senate to explain the voting
behaviour of individual Senators, we have a macro approach.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What distinguishes macro approaches from micro approaches in
political inquiry?

Qualitative and quantitative approaches

This is another distinction among approaches in political analysis. The
guantitative approach to political science uses numbers and statistical
methods. It tends to be based on numerical measurements of specific
aspects of political phenomena usually across a very large number of
cases. Hence, another name for quantitative research is large N-research.
This approach abstracts from particular instances to seek a general
description or to test causal hypotheses. Furthermore, the quantitative
approach seeks to measure and analyse phenomena and events that are
easily replicable by other researchers.

Qualitative research on the other hand covers a wide range of
approaches but by definition, none of these approaches relies on
numerical measurements. This approach tends to focus on a small
number of cases; uses intensive interviews or in-depth analysis of
historical materials, and is concerned with a rounded detailed or
comprehensive account of some events or units. Thus, qualitative
approaches are often normative, philosophical, historic and descriptive.

The key difference between quantitative and qualitative approaches is
their flexibility. Generally, quantitative approaches are fairly inflexible.
With quantitative methods such as surveys and que