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Introduction

Welcome!lSL127: The Rightly Guided Caliphs and the Umayyiads
two-unit course available in the second semestethie B.A. Islamic
Studies programme at the National Open Universft\Nmgeria. This
course aims at exposing you to the history of twe DOrthodox Caliphs.
The course places particular emphasis on their rpiges and
contributions to the development of Islam. The Geualso traces the
overthrow of the Caliphate by Mawiyah bn Ak Sufyan and
foundation of Umayyad dynasty in its place. The Yyaa dynasty ran
through a period of one century; year 23AH —123 tAHbe specific.

What You Will Learn in This Course

The death of Prophet Muhammad called for appointroéa successor
who will fill the vacuum. Good enough the Prophatidg his lifetime

had around him men of high integrities and sterbjoglities called the
SahSabah (Companions). Those Companions were such that could
maintain the glory of the faith and follow hookdimnd sinker the path
set by theQur'an and Sunnahof the Prophet. They could exercise both
the temporal and secular aspects of the Islametdéennd thus the Four
that emerged among them as successors to the lgivhesen Master
Muhammad were generally accepted and describedghRGuided
Caliphs.

Unfortunately, the period of the Rightly Guided iBhk was short-lived
due to the characters and 'ambitions usually imtterehuman beings.
The Ummahonly enjoyed their orthodox leadership between V&3t
A.H. and 662 A.H. 30 years after the transition tbe Prophet
Muhammad to the great beyond. Mwiyah bn Ah Sufyan snatched
power and jettisoned the principle $hira which could be regarded as
bedrock of appointment to position of authoritylglam. In place of
Shira, he institutionalized a caliphate which was heregdi@among his
descendants. He hailed from a Meccan clan calledBtori Umayyad
and the era of their reign is 'known in historyttes Umayyad dynasty.

Course Aims

There are 16 units in this course and each habjéestives. You should
read the objectives of each unit and bear themimal ms you go through
it. Besides the objectives of each unit, the oVeiahs of this course are
among other things:

() To introduce you to the problem of succession rgigrom the
demise of the Prophet Muhammay. (
(i)  To familiarise you with the concept &hira as an Islamic
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system of appointment to the position of authority.

(i)  To expose you to institution of Caliphate as thdyesystem of
government in Islam.

(iv)  To intimate you with the biographies of and sersicendered by
the four key actors in the caliphate during theiglos age in the
history of Islam that lasted between 632 — 6610CE.

Course Objectives

Based on the general aims of this course, sometolgs as a whole are
set out for it. These are things you should be &bldo by the time you
complete the course. If you are able to meet thectilbes, you would

have achieved the aim of the course. Thereforeyam successful

completion of this course you should be able to:

(@) Define the Caliphate and the Caliph.

(b)  Explain the concept of “Sia” and its application in selecting
rulers in early Islam.

(c) List name of all the Caliphs and respectivaquks of their reign.

(d)  Highlight achievements of each of the Caliphs

(e)  Assess their contribution to Islamic history.

Working through This Course

You have to work through all the study units in toairse. They are 10
study units in all.

Meanwhile, the major components of the course are:

Course materials
Course guide

Study unit

Text books
Assignment file
Presentation schedule

okwnNE

Study Units
There are 10 units in this course broken into foodules. They are:

Module 1  The Death of Prophet Muhammad and Assumptin of
Caliphate by Abubakr

Unit 1 The Death of Prophet Muhamma), (the Khilafah and
the Shira
Unit 2 Caliph Abu Bakr (632-634 CE)

Unit 3 The‘Riddah Wars, Abubakr's Achievements and Death
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Module 2  The Caliphate of ‘Umarbn al-Khattab (632 — 644 CE)

Unit 1 Early life of ‘Umar and His Acceptance sfdm

Unit 2 ‘Umar’s Election as the Caliph in 634and His Reign

Unit 3 Services and Achievements of ‘Umar (R. Agath and
Burial

Module 3 Caliph ‘Uthman bn ‘Aff an (644 — 656 CE; 24 — 36 AH)
and Caliph ‘AlT bn Abi Talib (657-662CE.; 36 — 41AH)

Unit 1 Caliph ‘Uthnan bn ‘Affan (644 — 656 CE.; 24 — 36 AH)
Unit 2 aliph ‘Al bn AbuTalib (657-662 c.e.; 36 — 41A. H.)
Unit 3 Civil Wars Fought by ‘Aland His Death

Unit 4 The Fall of the Caliphate and Mwiyah’s Foundation of

the Umayyad Dynasty
Textbooks and References

Each unit contains a list of references for furtteading. Try to get as
many as possible of those textbooks and materstégl} they are meant
to widen your knowledge of the course. Some of saaks are:

Abdul,M.0O. (1980).The Classical Caliphatd_agos: Islamic Publication
Bureau.

Hitti, P.K. (1980). History of the Arabs London: Macmillan and
Basingtoke.

Ibrahim, A. S. (2000).Prophet Muhammad and the Rightly Guided
Caliphs Alamsek Press Limited: ljebu — Ode, Ogun State
Nigeria.

Khwaja, M. A. (1952)Hadrat Aboo BakrAthlone, Cape South Africa:
Islamic Publication Bureau.

Rahim, A. (1992)Islamic History Lagos: Islamic Publication Bureau.
Assignment File

In this file, you will find all the details of the&vork you must submit to
your tutor for marking. The marks you obtain frohese assignments
will count towards the final mark you obtain forighcourse. Further

information on assignments will be seen in the gmsaent file itself
later in this Course Guide.
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Course Overview and Presentation Schedule

The presentation schedule included in your couratemnals gives you
the important dates for the completion of tutor-kear assignments and
attending tutorials. Remember you are required ubmnst all your
assignments by the due date. You should guard stgiaigging behind
in your work.

The dates for submission of all assignment willdeenmunicated to
you. You will also be told the date of completirige tstudy units and
dates for examinations. Below is an overview of fieurse and
schedule for the presentation of the assignments.

Title of Work Weeks | Assignments
Activity

Module 1 The Death of Prophet Muhammad And Assumptig
Caliphate by Abubak

The Death of Prophet Muhammad (SWeek 1 | Assignment 1
the Khilafah and theShira.

Caliph Abu Bakr (632-634 CE) Week 2 Assigmtn2

The‘Riddah’ Wars, Abubakr’s Week 3 | Assignment 3
Achievement and Death.

Module 2 The Caliphate of ‘Umar bral-Khattab (632 —644

Early life of ‘Umar and His Week 4 | Assignment 4
Acceptance of Islam.

Umar’s Election as the Caliph in Week 5 | Assignment 5
634 C. E. and His Reign

Services and Achievements of ‘UmawWeek 6 | Assignment 6
(R. A), Death and Burial.

Module 3 Caliph ‘Uthnan bn ‘Aff an (644 — 656 CE; 24 36
and Caliph ‘Abn Abi Talib (657-662 CE; 36 41

Caliph ‘Uthman bn ‘Affan (644 —656 ( Week 7 | Assignment 7
24 —36 A. H.)

Caliph ‘Ali bn AbuTalib (657-662CEH Week 8 | Assignment 8
36 —41A. H.)

Civil Wars Fought by ‘Al and His Dg Week ¢ | Assignment

The Fall of the Caliphate andVeek 10| Assignment 10
Mu‘awiyah’s Foundation of the
Umayyad Dynasty
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Revision 1

Examination 1

Total 10
Assignment

Your assignment will be based on tutor-marked assants (TMA) and
a final examination, which you will write at theceof the course.

Tutor-Marked Assignment (TMA)

Each unit contains at least one or two assignméfds. are advised to
work through all the assignments and submit themagsessment. Four
of them will be submitted out of which the bestetmwill constitute the
30% of your final grade. The tutor- marked assignteemay be
presented to you in a separate file. Just knowftiraach unit, there are
some tutor-marked assignments for you.

Final Examination and Grading

At the end of the course, you will write a finalaexination which will
constitute 70% of your final grade. The examinatiarmich will be
electronic, shall consist of three sections i.eltiie Choice Questions
(M.C.Q.), Fill in the Blanks Questions (F.B.Q.) ameb Comprehension
passages. It will last for two hours.

Course Making Scheme

This table shows how the actual course markingakdn down.

Assessment Marks
Assignment Four assignments, best three marks
of the four count at 30% of course
marks
Final Examinatio 70% of overall course mar
Total 100% of course marks.

How to Get the Most from This Course

The study units as presented above replace thensitl lecture. This is
one of the great advantages of distance learnimg;can read and work
through specially designed study materials at youn pace, and at a
time and pace that suits you best. Think of it @admg the lecture
instead of listening to the lecture. In the samg wéaecturer might give
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you some reading to do, the study units tell yowemghto read, and
which are your text materials or set books. Youpaoxided exercises to
do at appropriate points, just as a lecturer mgghe you an in-class
exercise.

Each of the study units follows a common formate Tinst item is an

introduction to the subject matter of the unit dmiv particular unit is
integrated with the other units and the course wbhale. Next to this is
a set of learning objectives. These objectivesytet know what you
should be able to do by the time you have complétedunit. These
learning objectives are meant to guide your stdidye moment a unit is
completed, you must go back and check whether yve lachieved the
objectives. If you form this habit, then you willgsificantly improve

your chances of passing the course. The main bbdlieounit guides
you through the required reading from other sour@éss will usually

be either from your set books or from a readingisecThe following is

a practical strategy for working through the course

If you run into any trouble, contact your tutor.rmber that it is the
duty of your tutor’s to help you. When you needistasice, do not
hesitate to call and ask your tutor to provide it.

1. Read this course guide thoroughly, it is yorstfassignment.

2. Organise a study schedule. Design a ‘courseviaverto guide
you through the course. Note the time you areetqa to spend
on each unit and how the assignments relate to uthies.
Important information, for example, details of ydutorials, and
the date of the first day of the semester is abll&om the study
centre. You need to gather all the information iotee place,
such as your diary or a wall calendar. Whateverhogtyou
choose to use, you should decide on and write ur gan dates
and schedule of work for reach unit.

3. Once you have created your own study schedaleydrything to
stay faithful to it. The major reason why studefaitis that they
got behind with their course work if you get intdfidulties with
your schedule, please; let your tutor know befors too late for

help.

4. Turn to unit 1, and read the introduction areldbjectives for the
unit.

5. Assemble the study materials. You will need yselr books and

the unit you are studying at any point in time.
6. Work through the unit. As you work through theituyou will
know what sources to consult for further informatio

7. Keep in touch with your study centre for up-tdel course
information.
8. Submit your assignment well before the due d@lesut 4 weeks

before due dates). The assignments have beemddsig help

Vi
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you meet the objectives of the course and, thezefaill help
you pass the examination.

9. Review the objectives for each study unit toficon that you
have achieved them. If you feel unsure about anythef
objectives, review the study materials or consalintutor.

10. When you are confident that you have achievedind’s
objectives, you can start on the next unit. Proceeitl by unit
through the course and try to pace your study ab ybhu keep
yourself on schedule.

11. When you have submitted an assignment to yator tfor
marking do not wait for its return before startimg the next unit.
Keep to your schedule. When the assignment is nmetirpay
particular attention to your tutor's comments oa #ssignments.

12.  After completing the last unit, review the csrand prepared
yourself for the finals examination. Check that ymve achieved
the unit objectives (listed at the beginning ofteaait) and the
course objectives (listed in the Course Guide).

Facilitators/Tutor and Tutorials

The dates, times and locations of these tutoridlsoe made available
to you together with the name, telephone number tardaddress of
your tutor. Each assignment will be marked by yauor. Pay close
attention to the comments your tutors might makeyaumr assignments
as these will help in your progress. Make sure #ssignments reach
your tutor on or before the due date. Your tutsriale important;
therefore try not to skip any. It is an opporturtitymeet your tutor and
your fellow students. It is also an opportunityget the help of your
tutor and discuss any difficulties encountered ouryeading.

Summary

This course aims at exposing you to the life hystafrthe four orthodox
caliphs, their biographies and Islamisation. Therse also exposes you
to their roles as maintainers of the glory of Islaifaith, the Prophet’'s
traditions and policies. The course will also paytigular emphasis on
their contributions to the development of Islam.

We wish you outstanding success in the course arall iyour future
endeavours.

Vii



ISL271 TRESHTLY GUIDED CALIPHS AND THE UMAYYADS

viii



ISL271 TRESHTLY GUIDED CALIPHS AND THE UMAYYADS

Course Code ISL271
Course Title The Rightly Guided Caliphs and Thedyyads
Course Team Muhibbudin G. Yusuf (Developer/Wj)iteEACOED, OYO

Prof. A.F. Ahmed (Editor/Programme Leader) - NOUN
Dr A.R. Mustapha (Coordinator) - NOUN



ISL271 TRESHTLY GUIDED CALIPHS AND THE UMAYYADS

NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA

National Open University of Nigeria
Headquarters

14/16 Ahmadu Bello Way

Victoria Island

Lagos.

Abuja Office

5, Dar’es Salaam Street
Off Aminu Kano Crescent
Wuse I, Abuja

Nigeria

e-mail: centralinfo@nou.edu.ng
URL: www.nou.edu.ng

Published By:
National Open University of Nigeria

First Printed 2012
ISBN: 978-058-635-0

All Rights Reserved



ISL271

TRESHTLY GUIDED CALIPHS AND THE UMAYYADS

CONTENTS PAGE
Module 1  The Death of Prophet Muhammad and

Assumption of Caliphate by Abubakr.................. 1
Unit 1 The Death of Prophet Muhamma&y, theKhilafah

and theShird.........c.ooooi i, 1
Unit 2 Caliph Abu Bakr (632-634 CE)..........cccvvvuieiinenannnn 8
Unit 3 The'Riddah Wars, Abubakr's Achievements and

Death.......c.coo i 14
Module 2  The Caliphate of ‘Umarbn al-Khattab

(632 —=B44 CE)...ovvcee e e e 22
Unit 1 Early life of ‘Umar and His Acceptance afdm....... 22
Unit 2 ‘Umar’s Election as the Caliph in 634and

HIS ReIgN....cci e e 27
Unit 3 Services and Achievements of ‘Umar (R. A.),

Death and Burial.............coooo i, 34
Module 3  Caliph ‘Uthman bn ‘Aff an (644 — 656 CE;

24 — 36 AH) and Caliph ‘Al bn Abi Talib

(657-662CE.; 36 —41AH)....cooviii i, 42
Unit 1 Caliph ‘Uthnan bn ‘Affan (644 — 656 CE;

24 —36 AH) ..o 42
Unit 2 Caliph ‘Al bn AbuTalib (657-662 c.e.;

36 —ALA. H.) oo, 51
Unit 3 Civil Wars Fought by ‘Aland His Death............... 57
MOdUIE 4 o 64
Unit 1 The Fall of The Caliphate and Mwiyah's

Foundation of The Umayyad Dynasty................... 64
Unit 2 External Relation during Mawiyah's Caliphate...... 74
Unit 3 Marwan Bn Al-Hakam and

Abdu “I-Malik Bn Maman................coeeveennenenn. 83
Unit 4 Abdu "L-Malik Bn Marvén (contd)..................... 94
ModUIE 5 101
Unit 1 Al-Walid bn Abdu 'I-Malik (86 — 96AH/

705 - 715 AD).cniie e 101
Unit 2 Sulayman bn Abdu “I-Malik (96 - 99 AH/

T1I5-T727 AD).oneee e 113
Unit 3 General Survey of the Remaining Umayyadighs... 122

Xi






ISL271 TRESHTLY GUIDED CALIPHS AND THE UMAYYADS

MODULE 1 THE DEATH OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD
AND ASSUMPTION OF CALIPHATE BY

ABU BAKR
Unit 1 The death of Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.), kinélafah
and theShira
Unit 2 Caliph Abu Bakr (632-634 CE)
Unit 3 The‘Riddah’ Wars, Abu Bakr's Achievement and Death

UNIT 1 THE DEATH OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD (S),
THE CALIPHATE INSTITUTION AND THE
SHURA

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1  Prophet Muhammad’s Death
3.2 The Caliphate InstitutiomltKhilafah)
3.3  TheQur'an andHadith on “al-Khilafah’
3.4 Institution of Shira”

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit will begin by recalling the death of Phegp Muhammad (S),
which you must have come across in your studysoah. This will be

followed by an examination of the Caliphatal-Khilafah) as an
institution. This unit will intimate you with theand of theQur'an and

the tradition of the Prophet Muhammad &ira, the bedrock of
political principles in Islam and the extent of épplication in the
appointment of the pious Caliphs.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
. expatiate on the demise of the Prophet Muhammasl,

implication and reaction of the people around him
. definekhilafah and the roles of thhalifah

it
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. state the stand @ur’an andHadith onal-Khilgfah and the title
. cite quotations from th@ur’an and Hadith orShira.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Prophet Muhammad’s Death

Muhammad bn Abdullah (S) the seal of the Messenddlieh was

raised to guide humanity, departed the ephemeraldwio the great
beyond on June 8, 632CE after brief illness athéight of his glory.

His death created a great vacuum that must be filte just by anybody
but by a person who possesses the qualities, wbach positively

maintain his legacy and move on the Muslim Ummais. d¢mise was
envisaged and of course indirectly mentioned inlds$ sermon during
the “Hajjatu "I-wadz'(farewell pilgrimage).

Prophet Muhammad as long as he lived remainecetiigrhate supreme
leader of the Muslim Ummah. He performed the funmttof Prophet,
lawgiver, religious leader, chief judge, commandérthe army and
civiian head of state; in short, he was all in dlherefore, his death
necessitated the desire for someone to act asubcessor Khalifah).
The person must be one who would follow the pathbgethe Qur’an
and Sunnah; o would maintain the glory of the faith and exseci
Islamic polity in the temporal and secular mattdiise Prophet did not
designate a successor even though in some occastodgd ask Abu
Bakr to lead the Ummah in canonical prayers mope@slly when
indisposed.

The commotion caused by the death of the Prophenhgnthe people
was allayed by the Venerable Abu Bakr who havingedained the
demise promptly addressed the crowd saying “O medpyou adore
Muhammad know that Muhammad is dead; if it is Gloat tyou adore
know that He liveth, He never dies”. Th@@ur'anic reminder calmed
down the wailing and despondent Muslims. ‘Umar wias in a strong
emotional state was even cooled down through thg ‘weief but

effective historic address of the gréafiabah Abu BakrSiddiq bn Alx

Quhafah.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Give the scenario of the Prophet Muhammad'’s deathdescribe how
Abu Bakr was able to allay the commotion it caused.
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3.2 The Caliphate Institution @l-Khil afah)

Immediately after the death of the noble mastepfPebMuhammad, the
guestion of who will be the Caliph that is, sucoess the Prophet in a
Muslim State arose. Among the Arabs, the Chiefdoi8lmikhdom was
not hereditary but elective. It is the only prideipf universal suffrage
recognised by which all the members of the tribd havoice in the

election of their chief. Besides, the Prophet did clearly designate a
successor; neither did he leave any male childy arle daughter
Fatimah survived him. Thus, the Caliphate was itgt problem Islam

had to face. This gave room for individuals and ug having

inordinate ambitions to assume the position. Te #ffect, about four
parties laid claim to successorship. The contenders:

. The Muhajiran (emigrants) who based their claim on having
belonged the tribe of the Prophet and of coursditht group of
people to accept the mission proclaimed by him.

. The Angar (helpers) at Madinah who said that if they did not
give Muhammad and the nascent Islam the neededradybth
would have perished and gone into oblivion. Thatirtlbeing
positive instrument to the survival of Islam gaterh an edge
over all other contenders. Later tNeihgjirizn and Anar came
together and formed a coalition afahabah’ (Companions).

. The third party are the legitimistAshabu 'n-Nasgs wa ta'yin”
who reasoned that Allah and His apostle could moeheft the
Ummah of believers to the chance and whims of actetate;

someone must have been designated to succeed Prophe

Muhammad (S). They held that the only person sagdated
was ‘Ali bn Abi Talib, the paternal cousin of the Prophet, the
husband of his only surviving daughter and ondeffirst two or
three believers. That he was the only legitimatesssor.

. The last party was thdmayyad (the aristocrats of Quraysh) who
held the reign of authority, power and wealth ie-fglamic days
but now professors of Islam. They also laid claim t
successorship. In order to know who will emergenflamong the
contenders, Shira” consultative forum was arranged to preside
over the destiny of the infant Islam.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

List the parties who contended position of sucaesdgothe Prophet
(S.A.W).
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3.3 TheQur’'an and Hadith on Khilafah

The Holy Qur'an and the tradition Hadith) of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad are replete with injunctions on the intth of the
(Khilafah) Caliphate in general and th&Hhjlafah Raskdah) rightly
guided Caliphate in particular.

TheQur’an in chapter 24 verse 55 enjoins that:

Allah has promised those among you, who believe and
work righteousness, that He will surely grant them
“Khil afah” (inheritance of power in the land), as He
granted those before them, and that He will surely
establish for them their religion which He hath aqwed

for them, and will give them in exchange safetgiatheir
fear”

In chapter 21 verse 105, tkgur'an goes further to say: “My righteous
servants will inherit the land.” Closely to thisQair'an 22:41 where we
read “They are those who if we give them powerhi@ land, establish
Salat (Worship) and pay Zak (religious tax) and enjoin the right and
forbid the wrong. And Allah’s is the sequel of etseh There are
number of other verses in the H&@ur'an (vs. 2:30, 7:10, 69, 74,
129, 38:26 etc.) in whicKhilafah has been defined in one way or the
other.

The Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad also sitesdo the issue
of Khilafah. The Prophet (S) is reported to have said that:

“I have put you on a way which is clear and everight

is like an enlightened day. Nobody will deviatenfrahat
way after me but a doomed person. You would come
across with differences after me. But you shouicksio

my Sunnah (ways) and the Sunnah of my rightly-gaiide
Caliphs (successors). Hold to those ways with yteath
and follow them even though your ruler (i.e. Muslim
Ruler) is black slave because a believer is likeamel
whose nose has been tied, therefore he is obedievio
holds him (Ahmad)”.

About the duration of the genuine Caliphate, thepRet predicted
“Khilafah” (Caliphate) would continue for 30 years aftémbuwwah
(Propethood) then it will change into kingship”-tédkim a’t-TirmidH).

It is pertinent to note here that the time limincerning golden age of
noble Caliphs ended at the Caliphate ofi/Alhis is because Abu Bakr’s

4



ISL271 TRESHTLY GUIDED CALIPHS AND THE UMAYYADS

Caliphate was just two years, then Umar who reigfeed10 years
followed by ‘Uthnan’s 12 years of reign and of coursetAd leadership
which covered just six years. If all durations aceinted together then
30 years as prognosticated by the Prophet woufdllyecompleted.

In the matter of obedience to the Caliphs, the RPebgS) said “Obey
every ruler (Amir), pray behind every Imam and ibswone of my

Companions.”T he Prophet further said, “If a slavbo has been
mutilated is made your ruler (Imam or Amir) andde@u in accordance
with  Allah’s Book, listen to him and obey.” (Musl)n

None of the successors of the Holy Prophet Muhamipack the
nomenclature Khalifatullah’ that is vicegerent of God. When Abu Bakr
was so called by the Muslims, he objected sayiraj ths title was
“Khalifatu Ragl Allah” i.e. successor of the Apostle of Allah.

When Umar succeeded, Abu Bakr he was callduhfifatu Ragl Allah”
though later on he was calledrfiru “I- Mi’minin” the Commander of
the Faithfuls; ‘Uthman and ‘Al (ridwanullah alayhimah) retained the
same title.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Explain the significance attached to the titlektial:fah in Islam by the
Qur’an andHadth.

3.4 Institution of “ Shara”

“Shira” is an essential element in the administratiothef Caliphate. It
means Consultation or Council of Elders. Islamasggs tyranny and
autocratic ruling. This is so because the affafréslamic state and its
ruling are subject to the regulation of tigaur'an and Sunnah The

Prophet Muhammad (S), despite being the divinelyoaged ruler of
the “Ummah” still consulted his Companions on intpat affairs. The
implementation of th&hira was enshrined in the HoQur’an, Chapter

3:159 where Allah enjoins thus; “And consults themaffairs. Then
when thou has taken decision put thy trust in Alfah Allah loveth

those who put their trust in Him.”

The Shira” is composed of the principal Companions of thepPet.
This consultative body used to hold its sittingtle Mosque. All the
people in the forum, even people who gathered thengoyed perfect
freedom of speech. Thehira came to decide important affairs of the
state such as salary of the soldiers, establishrmenarious offices,
appointment of civil servants, levy of taxes artibat of other decisions.
All worthy successors of the Prophet followed ttaalition of the great

5
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teacher. They put in place tBdira and sought its advice and aid in the
affairs of the state. During the Caliphate of AbakB members of
Shira were placed in charge of important departmenthef dtate. For
instance, ‘Umar who happened to be a member wasnpciharge of
judiciary and Zakat. ‘Al another member dbhira was in charge of
prisoners of war (captives) and correspondence.

As the supreme Head of the state, the Caliph peddrexecutive,
judicial and military functions. He delegated autties and functions to
provincial governorsQadrs and generals. The Caliphs had no legislative
power because the rule of law as entrenched ilQté&zn and Sunnah
was imbibed as their law. There was no room foetigary principles of
succession before Abu Bakr died. He, through céasoh, suggested
the name of ‘Umar as his successor to the prin@paipanions of the
Prophet, which they whole — heartedly acknowledged.

At every point in time the membership of tt&hira was not based upon
colour, race, wealth or worldly power, it was rathased upon service
rendered to Islam, closeness to Allah and His Reb@hira becomes
very necessary in the Islamic political system bseaof the following
reasons.

. Allah commanded the Prophet to consult lehzbah in matters
on whichQur’an andSunnahare not categorical (Q 3.159).

. It gives members of state a sense of belonging.

. It generates ideas from different people since gwod heads are

better than one. Leaders at times may not thirdoafe important
ideas whereas their subordinates do.

. Whenever people are part and parcel of a decikiew try to see
to the implementation of that decision
. The Sahabah had always contributed to debates on matters

brought to them by the Prophet for deliberation.
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

1. What doesShira stand for and of what relevance $&ira in
Islamic political system?

2. Discuss the place &hira in the early Islamic polity.

3. Enumerate the advantagesS#fira as a political system.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The Caliphate institution was consequential todkath of the Prophet
Muhammad (S), which also exposed different persoesland groups
inordinate ambition to rulership. Notable secces@dmnong many Arab
tribes from Islam and the rise of false prophet#iabia threatened the

6
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very existence of the infant faith. Besides wasstivereness of the strict
rules of moralities, which Islam enforced on themaral and
undisciplined people, the jealousy against Madisa@scendancy as well
as demand for exemption from payment of Zakat. Eguently, four
principal actors as temporal rulers were brougtth&limelight to keep
going the infant faith for effective governance.eThrincipal actors
employed some fundamental God-given principle amuaigch was
(shara) consultation.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have discussed Caliphate insbtutas supported by the
injunctions of Allah from theQur'an and from the traditions of the
noble Prophet Muhammad (S) was put in place foroegpment into
leadership position in Islam after the exit of th&oly prophet
Muhammed from the ephemeral world. The unit intesagou with the
names of the parties who laid claim to successprshi

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What is the meaning ofal-khilafatu “r-Rishidat?

2. Define Shira and explain its significance in the Islamic poiti
system.

3. With Qur’an injunction and tradition of the Prophet Muhammed,
justify the need for the Caliphate institution.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

As mentioned in the previous unit, you will agreghwme that the
vacuum created by the exit of the Holy Prophet Muoimad should not
allow for any delay in the choice of a successorthis unit, you will
learn about the biography of the person on whom rentle of

leadership fell. You will equally be acquainted hwitis election, his
acceptance of the post and his first assignmeeit alection.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss the early history of Abu Bakr and his Is&ation

. recount his contribution to the new faith
. identify the factors considered for his choise Kdwlifatu “r-
Ragil

. highlight his achievements and leadership qut/s.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Early Life of Abu Bakr and His Islamisation

Abu Bakr (R.A) was born in73CEshortly after the Year of Elephant
into a respectable family of Banu Tama branch of Quraysh tribe. He
was two years younger than the Prophet MuhammadHiS)name in
Pre-Islamic days was Abu ‘I-Ka'b. On conversionlstam, he was
named Abdullah. His patroniymi€Kunyah” nickname Abu Bakr
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became so famous that it overshadowed other namoksling his real
name. His father's name was ‘UtAhm Abu Qulafah. His mother
Salmah was popularly known by héfuhyah nickname as Ummu I-
Khayr.

Like the Holy Prophet Muhammad, Abu Bakr was barnan age of
superstition and disbelief. At the time of his bjrtorruption and vices
of the highest order were prevalent in Arabia. ldead the mercy of the
Creator grew up as a simple, sincere, pure, inpthie and truthful
person. Little wonder then why the Prophet nicknainien “As-Siddiq”
the truthful for having no iota of doubt in his invhen the Prophet
declared he has been commissioned by God. God gave Bakr
wisdom to embark on things that were right andsawabrthy.

At the youthful age, he had imbibed the art of gesiy. This endeared
almost everybody to him. He through his sterlincaldies won the

hearts of the people and thus attained honourafaleeaviable position
within the rank and file of his people. Even befbie Islamisation he
disposed the barbaric customs of the days of igieeraand was never
involved in pool betting, wine drinking and promigy.

Abu Bakr's main profession was trading like that thie Prophet
Muhammad. His trading trips occasionally took hiowa to Syria and
Yemen. He also accompanied the Prophet Muhammasdbrime of his
trade missions.

Abu Bakr used to visit the Prophet Muhammad (Shdwefore the latter
was called to the office of prophethood. Since tgesw up together,
they had become bosom friends since their youtidel When the Holy
Prophet Muhammad disclosed to him secretly aboaitrévelation of
Allah, Abu Bakr accepted it immediately without ahgsitation. The
Prophet once said, “Whenever | offered Islam to pesson he showed
some reservation before embracing it. But Abu Bas an exemption
as he embraced Islam without the slightest hesitain his part.”

Abu Bakr was the first person among the adultct®pt Islam. As soon
as he accepted Islam, Abu Bakr started the worba&@fvah that is,
invitation towards Allah first secretly and theneogy when it was so
allowed by the prophet.

People like ‘Uthran, Talhah, Zubayr and Sd’ (ridwanullahi alayhin)
accepted Islam on Abu Bakr's preaching. Some otheminent
Quraysh such as Abu Ubaydah, Utimbn Maztin, Abdul- Rahran bn
‘Awf also accepted Islam through him.
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Despite the popularity and nobility of Abu Bakr amgathe Makkans he
was not spared of harassment. He was one time lafigoreaching at
Ka‘bah beaten up by the idolators so much thafdue was besmeared
with blood. Abu Bakr’s love for the Prophet was aohded.

Abu Bakr had a singular honour to accompany Prophgdtammad (S)
during the most critical days in his journey to Mah now Madinah and
shared from the joy of the rousing welcome.

Abubakr rendered valuable services to the Prophdtislam. As the
first elderly man to accept Islam, Abubakr assistexlProphet in laying
the foundation stone of the new faith in Arabia. #dicated all his
properties to the cause of Islam and suffered drigetsecution from the
Quraysh. He ransomed many Muslim slaves with hiseyoHe gave
all the needed support to the Holy Prophet Muhamamatistood by him
always.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Write short biography of the life of Abu Bakr upttee time of Hijrah to
Yathrib.

3.2 Abu Bakr’s Election as the First Caliph

The old tribal custom was followed in the choiceao$uccessor to the
Prophet because the urgency of the time did nowdibr any delay. The
election was made based on seniority among theiveugv male
members of the deceased chieftain family. The faamtty among the
contenders triumphed. Other contenders were caefdowith a fait
acompli’ which they reluctantly accepted. Abu Bakr the evisnd the
most elderly was eventually chosen as the worthgcesssor of the
Prophet. ‘Umar took the hand of Abu Bakr and dexdaallegiance to
him. Other companions gave the “bay ‘ah” oath ¢éghnce. All the
Muhgjirzn and theAnsar acknowledged Abu Bakr as the Caliph of the
Messenger of Allah.

Various yardsticks were considered for Abu Bakiberome the first
successor of the Prophet. First, the Muslims $griadhered to the
Arabian custom of electing their tribal chiefs. Twibe Arabs generally
choose an elderly man as their chief. Considergeyand wisdom Abu
Bakr was senior to all. Three, the Caliph was tmedrom Quraysh
family, which Abu Bakr belonged to. Four, Abu Bakas the bosom
friend and Companion of the Prophet. That was ewentioned in the
Holy Qur'an 9:40: “The one among two in the cave.” “Fifth, ABakr

had been commissioned to lead Muslims both in presed on

10
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Pilgrimage when the Prophet was in sick bed. Thevias interpreted as
an indication that the Prophet wished Abu Bakrasfirst Caliph.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
List out five yardsticks considered for the electaf Abu Bakr.

3.3 Post Election Address and Accomplishment of @mah’s
Expedition

After the election of Abu Bakr and declaration t€giance to him by
the teaming crowd, he delivered his inaugural spetxthe following
words:

You have elected me your Kifah though | am not better
than you.

| need all your advice and help. If | do right, ih@he. If |

do wrong, correct me. In my sight the powerful @hd
weak are alike and to both | wish to render justi¢eu
should obey me as long as | obey the Lord and His
Prophet. If | disobey them, you should forsake me.

This inaugural address of the first Caliph of Islahows that he was
ready to run a responsive government, which islputemocratic and
constitutional. It shows that oppression and aaimcrwould not be
brought into play. Having said that Abu Bakr todile ttitle “Khalifatu
Ragil Allah” (the successor of the Messenger of Allah); he reasly to
keep intact the legacy of the Prophet (the religihe state and the
Ummah). Abu Bakr however could not succeed to thuest pof
Prophethood because it was a divine gift.

Having been sworn in and accepted the respongibdit Islamic
leadership, Abu Bakr swung into action. The firstignment before him
as the first Caliph was to conclude the expeditivaady planned by the
Prophet. The expedition was to be led byardah the son of Zayd bn
Thabit the adopted son of the Holy Prophet Muhammad wras
slaughtered by the polytheists in the battle of fslln: Zayd had a son
called Uamah. This son was appointed by the Prophet to tleacrmy
that would avenge Zayd’'s death. Before the expmditbegan the
Prophet who had brief illness died. Since it was\wlish of the Prophet,
Abu Bakr resolved to fulfill the desire of his gtdaader. Abu Bakr
remained undaunted though ‘Umar objected. To thectibn of ‘Umar
and others, Abu Bakr said:

11
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should the first act of mine as the successor®fptiophet
be to undo what my master has done? Am | to distthey
orders that my master gave from his death bed? EJven
know that hungry wolves were to come upon me aad te
me to pieces, | would not stop this expedition.

The firmness of Abu Bakr was displayed and the gousamah won a
landslide victory over the Roman forces in Syria.

Apart from the fact that Abu Bakr did not fold upet flag already
unfurled by the Messenger of Allah (S), he equdily not dismiss the
young and inexperienced Usamah already appointedhéyProphet
despite pressures from some quarters.

The success of @mah’s expedition opened the eyes of those who
thought Islam was dying out after the demise of ody Prophet (S).
The success brought back to Islam again some ofrithes who had
already left through skepticism.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Examine the post-election address of Abu Bakr atsl i
constitutionality.

2. Justify the loyalty of Abu Bakr to the Prophet Muimaad and
his firmness in taking action.

4.0 CONCLUSION

With the filling of the vacuum created by the deaththe Prophet
Muhammad (S) through the election of best capahldhthe young
faith, which people felt, would die prematurely wedxon stronger and
stronger. The commitment and loyalty of the firsiceessor of the
Prophet and his firmness in issues brought backdbebting Thomas”
to the fold of Islam.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have discussed the early histdrAbu Bakr and his

relationship with Prophet Muhammad from the youltl#fge up to the
time of his conversion to Islam. We have equalscdssed his election
and the sterling qualities he possessed which fipcalhim as the first
among equals and the display of such qualities antaining the

constitutional and democratic setting put in plagéis Master.

12
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Write short note on the man Abu Bakr and highlightne of the factors
that assisted him in attaining initial success.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Abdul M.O.( 1980).The Classical Caliphatd_agos: Islamic Publication
Bureau. M.A. (1952). HadraAboo Bakr.Athlone Cape South

Africa: Islamic Publication Bureau.

Ibrahim, A. S. (2000).Prophet Muhammad and the Rightly Guided
Caliphs.ljebu-Ode: Alamsek Press Limited.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about fake prophetsawet themselves up in
vain attempt to achieve fame and power. The urlitalgo intimate you

with brief account of four principal actors who petrated rebellion,

disorder and apostasy.

The unit will also discuss the iliness of Abu Bakaich resulted in his
eventual death. It will also intimate you with teelid preparation he
made regarding the election of his successor asd blirial. His
administration acumen, his achievement as welliasnbble example
and selfness services in the religion of Islam wlfo be imparted to
you.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. defineRiddahand state its causes

. list the name of the false prophets who perpetragdztllious
threat in the state during Abu Bakr’s reign

. describe the effort made by Abu Bakr to subjugdtefedse
prophets who reared their ugly heads

. explain the effects dRiddahwar on the young faith and nascent
democracy

. describe the circumstances that led to Abu Bakgsatldl and
preparation he made for Umar’s nomination as his&ssor

. give account of his instruction to his daughtehanburial

. state some of his achievements and describe Hisssgless and

administrative sagacity.
14
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 TheRiddahWars: Causes, Suppression and Effects

Shortly after Abu Bakr became the Caliph, some aliskers who had
inordinate ambitions declared their prophethood stadted revolt. The
first principal actors in the rebellion were foufhey include the
following.

. Musaylimah, &l-Kadh-dhib) who belonged to Banu Hanif tribe
in Yamamabh, in central Arabia. His tribe declinedf¢llow the
“Prophet of Quraysh” and so accepted him as a m@topHis
secret ambition to become a prophet was openlyadetlafter
the death of the Holy Prophet (S). He had commaiatdearmy of
40,000 Bedouins.

. Aswad Ansi was a chief of the Ansi tribe of Yeméie was
known as “the veiled Prophet” because veil is alvpyt on his
face. He also had a big army.

. Tulayha belonged to the tribe of Asad in Northern Aralie
also rose in open revolt after the death of theyH®tophet
Muhammad (S).

. Saj‘ah bnt Al-Hirith belonged to the tribe of Bamamim. After
the demise of the Prophet (S) a number of peapla her tribe
repudiated Islam and thus Saj‘ah declared her @tholod.

They all became dangerously hostile to the infaithf(Islam). All of
them laid claim to the Prophet office and triecstablish themselves.

RiddahWars and Causes

‘Riddah means apostasy or secession from IslRirddahwars were the
battles that were occasioned by the withdrawal @hyrArab tribes from
Islam and the rise of false prophets in Arabia. ¢hampions oRiddah

wars were the four mentioned above. They becamgedausly wicked
and hostile to the infant faith and its adhereitsey tried to find their
footing and falsely laid claim to the prophet’sio.

Many factors and inordinate ambition led to se@essif the Arabs from
Islam. Among the causes are:

. death of the Prophet, which created a great oppitytdior the
hypocritical Arabs to revert to mischief and ingnty

15
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. moral elevation of a people like the Arab BeduinBowhad
wallowed in notoriety and fickleness was not pdssip short
time. Therefore, after the demise of the Prophetas easy for
them to return to their moral laxity

. the removal of the mighty hand of the Prophet, Whield the
Arab tribes in check, led to rejection of supremaapd
ascendancy of Madinah. The Arab tribes were jealoushe
authority of Madinah and wanted to have back their
independence

. the Arab chiefs saw the prophetic offices as pabfe. They saw
it as the easiest way to get power, influence aedlth hence the
rise of some fake prophets and prophetess

. reluctance to pay tax and demand for exemption Bgynribes.
Since their demand involved a fundamental of Islére, Caliph
was not ready to compromise and did not allow tb&eated
faith to be mutilated.

Suppression of theRiddah

Abu Bakr did not leave any stone unturned in otdesubjugate all false
prophets who reared their ugly heads. The taslave snd rehabilitate
the faith was so gargantuan and enormous. Witmisa and calmness,
the aged Caliph faced the hurdle and with punigxeedition forced
back the rebellious apostates and recalcitrarggnien to Islam. He first
repulsed an invasion of the apostate insurgentsladinah. About the
time, Usamah who had won the Syrian expeditionrnett. The Caliph
strategised and divided the army into 11 divisioHs. sent them in
different parts of Arabia to deal with the rebdisich battalion was put
under the command of an experience commander.

The principal task of suppression was entrustetiéachief commander
Khalid bn Wald the brilliant general of Islam. He forced manipés to
submission without any encounter. He defeated haand his army in
a bloody clash and reduced his tribe to nothingnessalso defeated
Saj-‘ah (the false prophetess) and her followerseweral engagements.
Musaylimah (the liar) and his supporters offereé thost stubborn
resistance to the Muslims. This was so becausé&Bajarried him and
greatly strengthened his army. Musaylimah with 80,@oops crushed
two Muslim armies before Kitid the general came round to ruthlessly
deal with him in a sharp contested battle at ¥auah. After this,
Tulayha, Sajah and many tribes surrendered back to tie fagh.
Aswad Ansi was also eliminated by other Muslim gafe in a
protracted warfare. By this, the apostasy movemehich affected the

16
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whole peninsula besides Makkah and Madinah, wadlyatuppressed.
Islam once again became the only religion of thanmaila.

Abu Bakr after subduing the rebellion and re-essabig Islam divert
his attention towards outside Arabia. He considéteglid bn Waid the
fittest and most suitable commander for the extezrpeditions.

Effects of RiddahWars

After the suppression of apostasy, all rebel tribesie back to Islam.
The Arabs were again united into one people andmathe law of the
Qur'an and Sunnahof the Prophet were re-established in the whole
Arabian Peninsula. Jealousy on the ascendancy oflifda was
removed. Abu Bakr was regarded as the saviour lamlsKhalid bn
Walid was given the rank of the greatest general afisIMany of the
Qur’anic memorisers died in the war. Their death, wluahsed jitteries
in the spines of the Muslims, led to compilationtieé Qur’an into a
codified single book. Relief from the internal pledn led to devotion of
Abu Bakr to external affairs, which threatened #éxéstence of Islam.
Abu Bakr had time to organise campaigns against(Rmmans and
Persians) two powerful empires of the time.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Mention the names of the false prophets who laaintlto the
Prophet’s office and their respective tribes.

2. What is Riddah? Why did Arabs relapse into it?

3. Highlight the strategies, which Abu Bakr used ipuising the
insurgence of the Apostates.

4. Mention some of the effects of war of apostasyrenthe nascent
Islam and the Muslindmmah

3.2 lliness of Abu Bakr and Umar’s Nomination

It was on the7th of Jamada-akkhira 13AH that Abu Bakr A-Siddiq
became seriously indisposed with severe feversitiness lasted two
weeks. When the illness took a serious turn, hensomed the Shira”
for consultation on who would be his successor.

The leading figures present in th8Hira” were ‘Umar, 'Uthnan, ‘AlT,
Abdu |r-Rahman bn ‘Awf; MWidh bn Jabal, Ubayy bn Ka'b, Zayd bn
Thabit and other leadin@luhgjir zn and Angar. He did this in order to
display preference for the Muslims to decide thetenan his presence
and to forestall the like of confusion experienedigr the demise of the
Prophet (Spn the selection of a Caliph. Having summoned Bi&ra,”
Abu Bakr put his proposal for ‘Umar to be the set@aliph before the
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members. Majority upheld the proposal except fewhsas ‘Af and
Talhah who entertained fear about Umar’s strictnessu Adakr
convinced the members who objected, that the buafeRaliphate
would make Umar milder. With the assurance, théyaatepted Abu
Bakr’s view and declared ‘Umar the next Caliph.

It must be borne in mind that though the appointnoén‘Umar did not

take place in the same way as it happened in respédu Bakr, it was
not undemocratic in the sense that the nominatictmar took place

after fair and due consultation with th&Hirg”. The employment of
“ljtihad” (personal judgment of a jurist) after due coratitin by Abu

Bakr was informed of the fact that he did not wany ugly situation
which would make Islam weak after him and at theeséime wanted an
agreed person to be nominated as his success pndsence.

After the popular agreement on the nomination omdJ as the next
Caliph, Abu Bakr asked Uthin to write down the will. Thereafter,
‘Umar was seriously admonished by his predecesbaorBakr.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Describe the method adopted by Abu Bakr in nommgatUmar as the
second Caliph.

3.3 Abu Bakr's Death, Achievements and Distinctios

The sickness that ran through a fortnight claintedlife of Abu Bakr on
Tuesday, the2ndJanada —'I-Akhirah 13AH (634CE). He was 61 years
old. Before his death, he instructed his daughtgsHah (Ummu °I-
M@#’'minin) that his burial must be made simple and devoid o
extravagance. He said “Do not use new cloth forstmoud. Wash the
sheet in my use and wrap my corpse in it.” Anotiwesh of his was
paying back all the money he got as salary sincassamed office from
“baytu ‘I- mal” (Public Treasury) through the sale of his gardarstrict
compliance to his wishes, Abu Bakr was simply ldiriand his
allowances were paid back to the treasury.

Abu Bakr left behind a noble example of selfleswise. He lived and
worked for the sake of Islam to his last breathhauit seeking any
reward. He was happily married and had some clldraong who was
Aishah (R.A)".

Abu Bakr's Achievement and Distinctions

Abu Bakr, the most trusted Companion of the Projgimel the savior of
Islam, assumed office of Caliph at the most crumaiment in Islamic
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history. After the death of the Holy Prophet Muhaath(S) Abu Bakr,

through undaunted spirit gave a new life to Isl&te.thus became one
of the great forces in the world. He crushed adl futile powers that

threatened Islam in its infancy. He together witheo great champions
of Islamic revolution within shortest time broughbout the greatest
social, political and economic changes in the hystf humanity. He

was one of the founders of the true democracy, lwkiisted in the

world 1430 years ago, the like of democracy wheria highest

dignitary of the state (the Caliph) who was the npmsverful monarch

of his time roamed about in the street unguardedott of modesty and
simplicity ate coarse food and wore tattered cletilech that even
ordinary citizen could approach him at any timehaf day and question
his action publicly.

Abu Bakr was an embodiment of humility, kindnessnerosity, piety
and chivalry. One of his sayings is, “Cultivate hiityy greatness will
follow you. Aspire for death (in a noble causeje will be conferred
upon you.” Abu Bakr maintained high moral standesuich was laid
down by the Prophet so much that when he appointédar as the
grandQadz, no single complaint was lodged with him for falie year.
This was so because people had been purged dfealhtmoralities of
the pre—Islamic days and had imbibed honesty iir tharitual and
social life. Later historians never mince words wimaying eloquent
tributes to the services, character and achievesrefmbu Bakr. Other
achievements of his include:

. spread of Islam outside Arabian borders

. compilation of the HolyQur’an

. democratisation of governance throu@hira” consultation

. consideration of people of high merit when appomptio offices
. personal supervision of office and strict admiristn

. establishment of Public TreasuryBaytu'l Mal) and
administration of revenue

. administration of the Army and its division intottadions

. preaching of Islam with wisdom and best admonition

. appointment of Judges and administration of Justice

. division of Arabian Peninsula into various proviacdor

administrative convenience and host of others

Abu Bakr followed closely the footsteps of his nesistProphet
Muhammed in all the affairs. Thus, he laid downfihendation of a true
Islamic Republic upon full democratic principlese hvas a man of
simple, mild and gentle habit though stern whenessary. He did all
his works with his own hands and never tolerategbna to share his
domestic duties. Whenever people praised him, &d tessay:
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“O God! Thou knowest me more than myself and | know
myself more than these people do. Forgive those ain
mine which are not in their knowledge and do ndtloe
responsible for their praise”.

His strong faith and trust in Allah were reflectigé his administration.
A western historian, Sir W. Muir writes: his reigvas short but after
Muhammed (Shimself there is none to whom the faith was deatis
Caliphate lasted two years. All he was given far friivate use such as
camel and pieces of cloth were transferred to the aliph shortly
before his death. On receiving the articles ‘Umarsiccessor burst into
tears saying “Abu Bakr: You have made the task adirysuccessor
extremely difficult”.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Describe the simplicity of Abu Bakr up to the poioit death
despite the vantage position he occupied.

2. Abu Bakr was not a leader who seeks gratificatinnoffice.
Discuss.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The display of selfish and inordinate ambition kyme recalcitrant
peoples of the Arabian Peninsulas after the dedtlthe Prophet
constituted a great challenge to the authority bliBakr. Abu Bakr
mustered great courage and found means and waysikddue the
hostility occasioned through apostasy. He consuligd his associates
and resorted to punitive expeditions. He througé #ppointment of
experienced commanders subjugated all false pregret forced back
the rebellious apostate tribesmen to Islam.

The premonition the Caliph had during his protrdattness about the
inevitable, propelled him to make a democraticrageament through the
“Shira@” for the appointment of another capable hand whib flk the
vacant stool. His simplicity and probity includinther sterling qualities
prepared a good ground for governance during tmeirée of his
successor. His outstanding achievements threw at ghallenge to his
successors and the leaders of every giyemahat all times.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have looked at the roles playedsbgne principal actors
who falsely proclaimed prophethood after the deditthe noble master
Prophet Muhammad. We equally discussed some offaters that
propelled the troubleshooters (false Prophets) #dredr people in
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secession from Islam. The unit also saw the fragftiort made by the
incumbent Caliph (Abu Bakr) in suppressing apostasyd re—
establishing Islam. We equally in this unit highligd some of the
effects of theRiddahwars on the Muslim Ummah and the young faith.

We have discussed the sickness and demise of rdteCaliph of the
Prophet Muhammad (S). We have also looked at tH@lCéeen a
stakeholder in the appointment of his successorald saw in this unit
how his daughter and the Ummah displayed simplioitycarrying out
his instruction on his burial. The unit also gave iasight on the
outstanding achievements of the noble Caliph asddraining firm on
the footsteps of his master Prophet Muhammad caimgerll affairs.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. State some of the factors that led to apostasyeaptain how it
was suppressed.

2. Discuss the role played by Klid bn Wald in triumphing over
the forces of false prophets.

3. Enumerate some of the achievements of Caliph Alku.Ba

4. Discuss Abu Bakr’s virtuous conducts and sterliogligies.
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MODULE 2 THE CALIPHATE OF ‘UMAR BN AL-
KHATT AB (632 — 644CE)

Unit 1 Early Life of Umar and His Acceptance skdm

Unit 2 Umar’s Election as the Caliph 834CEand His Reign

Unit 3 Services and Achievements of ‘Umar (R. Agath, and
Burial

UNIT 1 EARLY LIFE OF ‘UMAR AND HIS
ACCEPTANCE OF ISLAM

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Life of ‘Umar before Islam
3.2 ‘Umar’s Acceptance of Islam and the Title Fakiq”
3.3 ‘Umar’s Migration to Madinah
3.4 ‘Umar’s Services to Islam befdkdilafah
4.0 Conclusion
50 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit will teach you something about the lifeGaliph ‘Umar bn al-
Khattab before Islam. You will also learn about his kilteission, which
miraculously brought about his conversion to Islafine unit will
equally intimate you with the title conferred uptwm before his
migration to Madinah as well as his service tortslaefore he assumed
office as the Caliph.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. give account of the early life of Caliph ‘Umar

. discuss the manner of his acceptance of Islam

. discuss his services to Islam before he assumick cds the
Caliph.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Life of ‘Umar before Islam

Abu Hag ‘Umar bn al-Kh@ab was born in 583CE in the ‘Addy branch
of the renowned Quraysh family. His birth took @agbout 40 years
before the migration from Makkah to Madinah (HijyaBefore Islam,
‘Umar was temperamentally bad and distinguishedshlfrin wrestling
and oration. He was among the few people in Makitab knew the art
of reading and writing. When the Prophet Muhamn®dh6t revelation
and invited people to Islam, ‘Umar became a swomengy of Islam and
its Prophet. He proved to be an obstacle in thgness of the new faith
and religion. He became a changed person whenveelgaself to God
through acceptance of Islam in the sixth year ddnis He was a
businessman.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Apart from being literate, in what aspects did Urdatinguish
himself before Islam?
2. What were the attributes of Umar bn al-kihh before Islam?

3.2 ‘Umar's Acceptance of Islam and His Confirment with
the Title “Al —F aruq”

When the mission of the Holy Prophet Muhammad was j six years
old, the Quraysh leaders (of Makkah) having fedwih the progress
being made by Islam despite all odds, summonededingeof their tribe
and asked for a volunteer killer who would assagsithe Prophet (S)
‘Umar offered himself to carry out the dastardly. ache blood thirsty
‘Umar headed for a spot where he would executePtiophet. On his
way, ‘Umar met Sa‘d bn AbWaqdis who enquired of him about his
destination and mission. ‘Umar told him that he \gasg to eliminate
the Prophet. At this point, some discussion enfqietdieen them. Sa'd
said: “You had better take care of your own fanfilgt. Your sister and
brother-in-law have both accepted Islam.” The eadagmar changed
direction and headed straight to his sister’'s hoWdeen he knocked on
the door, his sister and husband were busy studyiagHoly Qur’'an
from Khabbab (R.A). On hearing ‘Umar’s voice, thister became
frightened and hurriedly hid the portion of tl@ur'an they were
reciting. Having gained entrance, ‘Umar enquiredulwhat they were
doing and on finding out that they had embracednéws faith, he first
dealt a dead blow on his brother—in—law beforeentdly smiting the
sister who tried to intervene on the face. Theesigtho bled profusely
defiantly burst out sayingdDo whatever you like, we are determined to
die as Muslims.” Though ‘Umar loved his sister velgarly he could
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not tolerate her conversion to Islam. He howeves waerawed and
ashamed of his action when he saw blood oozingobuter. ‘Umar
thereafter asked the sister to show him the pagevioich the Holy
Qur’an was written. The sister bluntly said that ‘Umaulcbonly touch
it after he must have ritually purified himself.

As God would want it, ‘Umar, the heathen, took titgal bath and then
read the beginning diratu — Taha (Q20). When he got to verse 14 of
the chapter, which says: “Verily 1 am Allah: theseno god but I, so
serve Me (only) and observe regular prayer for Mynembrance”.
‘Umar exclaimed, surely this is the word of Allahaké me to
Muhammad (S). Khabbab, the instructor who had taterer because
of ‘Umar came out of hiding and said: “Oh ‘Umar!adltiding for you,
it seems that the prayer of the Holy Prophet {8)ich he said last night
had been granted in your favour. He had prayed |@hA“Oh Allah,
strengthen Islam with either ‘Umar bn Al — Klattor ‘Umar bn
Hisham whomsoever thou pleaseth”. ‘Umar then wenthe Prophet
and willingly declared his desire to accept Isl&dm hearing this, the
Muslims shouted “Allah Akbar” (God is greatest). f@e the
conversion of ‘Umar, Muslims had lived in constéedr of unbelievers
and most of them concealing their faith. Now that had become a
faithful man, the Muslims were able to offer therayers openly
without fear of harassment and molestation.

‘Umar led the Prophet and his followers to the Kaib(the holiest
Mosque at Makkah) and they all offereghtfat” there in congregation.
Prophet Muhammad ($9d the first historicSalat in the Ka‘bah openly.
For this courageous and bold action of ‘Umar, tr@yHProphet gave
him an appellationdl-Fariq’ (the Seperator of truth from falsehood).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Narrate the event that led to the statement “Dotewea you like;
we are determined to die as Muslims.”

2. On what occasion was the titleatf — Fariq” conferred on ‘Umar
bn al-Khatab and what is the significance of the appelation?

3.3 ‘Umar’s Migration to Madinah

The city of Madinah before thajrah was called YathribThe promise
and readiness of the Yathribites to accept the Hulgphet and the
faithful believers encouraged the Prophet to ddpabme Muslims to
Yathrib for religious and political asylum. WhenettMuslims were
ordered to migrate to Madinah, most of them secratid quietly
sneaked out; only the undaunted ‘Umar declareddéarture openly.
When he was about to go, he put on his arms anck strdight to
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Ka‘bah. He performed ablution and offered tifalét.” Thereafter, he
challenged anybody who would be bold to stand enway saying ‘I

am migrating to Yathrib. If anyone wants to cheadk, het him come out.
| am sure that his mother would cry for his lif@fie Makkans kept their
mute and nobody acted against the challenge. Hedfter migrated
boldly to Madinah.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

“Once a soldier, ever a soldier.” Explain this sayiin the light of
‘Umar’s migration to Yathrib.

3.4 ‘Umar’s Services to Islam before Khi#fah

Other Muslims in Makkah at the early stage of Islaere encouraged
by the boldness and fearlessness of ‘Umar. His @mn made it easy
for the Muslims to observe their§dlat” prayer openly. He became
endeared and trusted to the Prophet and thus beaaenef his closest
Companions. After Islamisation ‘Umar had great lémeAllah and His
Prophet (S). He gave his widowed daughtersifafto the Prophet in
marriage. He participated in almost all the bigtlbatsuch as Badr,
Uhud, Hunayn, Ahzab, Khaybar, and so on. He galfeotidis wealth
in the path of Allah in the expedition to “TabukHe was next to
AbuBakr when sacrificing belongings for the causélbah. The Holy
Prophet (Shad a deep love for him and once he remarked, “Vdere
Prophet to come after me, he would have been ‘Unfambther Hatth
narrated by Abu Hurayrah says that the Holy Prophghammad said.
“In Bani Israil (Israelites) there were people wivere not prophets but
talked to Allah. Were anyone in my Ummah (peopieg those people,
he would be ‘Umar”.

‘Umar could hardly believe the death of the Holyptret Muhammad
until Abu Bakr reminded him of a clear verse in @y Qur’'an on the
subject. He received the death of the Prophet svithde shock. He was
the first person who pledged (Bay ‘ah) loyalty tbuABakr when made
the first Khalifatu-Raglullah. He stood by Abu Bakr throughout the
duration of his rule and served him with great devo

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4
1. What isbay‘at?

2. List out some of the services rendered by ‘Umaistam before
he became the Caliph.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

It is true that supplication could bring about &igige change in the bad
destiny of a man. This position is understood tgiothe prayer offered
for the two notorious ‘Umar’s in the Arabian Penilas The efficacy of
the prayer turned avowed enemy of Islam and bgtdoe of believers
in the new faith (Islam) to a dearest protagonighe faith. ‘Umar
conversion made the early meek and feeble Musl|oit dnd
courageous. Apart from being a great asset to |di@mvas among the
in-laws of the Prophet.

5.0 SUMMARY

We have discussed in this unit the early history‘War bn al —

Khattab, his bad temperament and his area of distinclitve unit has

equally pointed out his miraculous acceptance lahisand the removal
of fear in the hearts of the early Muslims whendtnes to the practice
of their faith. We also highlighted some of the imerous services he
rendered to Islam before he became a Caliph.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. “With God everything is possible” Explain this ags&mn in the
light of ‘Umar’s conversion to Islam.

2. In which areas did ‘Umar distinguish himself befbreeembraced
Islam?

3. Examine the effect of conversion of ‘Umar on theralepment
of Islam.
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UNIT2  ‘UMAR’S ELECTION AND REIGN AS CALIPH
(634CE - 644 CE)

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 ‘Umar’s Election as the Caliph
3.2 ‘Umar’s Wars and Victories
3.3 Causes of Arab Success under ‘Umar
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5.0 Summary
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about the election ‘@fmar as the second
Caliph of Islam. We shall discuss only the main rgse which took
place during his Caliphate particularly some of weas. We shall also

discuss the removal of the war generalakh bn Wai d from the
command and fall of Jerusalem.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of the unit, you should be able to:

. explain the event that characterised the electibniUmar as
second Caliph

. discuss some of the wars fought during his reign

. state reasons for his victory and the circumstastesounding

the removal of Khalid bn Walid from the command.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 ‘Umar’s Election as the Caliph

During the terminal illness of Caliph Abu Bakr, ‘Ams name was
suggested as the next successor through consaliatib the principal
Companions of the Prophet. Before Abu Bakr breathisdast, he had
secured the acceptance of ‘Umar to succeed hirmng3ay the narrow
margin by which chaos was averted after the Prépleath, Abu Bakr
determined to appoint a successor throwglira’ and after finding that
majority favoured ‘Umar, he asked ‘Utambn ‘Affan to write out an
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ordinance appointing ‘Umar to succeed him. He dguadmmanded
‘Uthman in the mosque to read same out to the assemblmulg This
way, and without any feasible opposition, ‘Umar dree the Caliph-
elect in August 23r@34CE.Although the election of ‘Umar did not take
place in the same way as it happened with Abu Bakwas not
undemocratic. This is so because his nominatiok fdace only after
full and fair consultation with theshira’. On assumption of office,
‘Umar followed fully the ways of the Prophet (S)dathe policy of his
predecessor with his characteristic zeal and vigttuwas his strict
adherence to theSunnah of the Prophet, which helped him to subdue
the mighty empires of Persia and Byzantine. Hispbate marked the
“Golden Age” of Islam.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Aduce few reasons why the election of ‘Umar is seen being
democratic.

3.2 ‘Umar’'s Wars and Victories

Khalid bn Waid had conquered part of Persian Empire duringithe t

of Caliph Abu Bakr (R.A). The conquered part waswn askingdom

of Hirah. After the conquest, Kitid was ordered to join the expedition
to Syria. At the time of departure, Muthana bn Hawas appointed as
the commander of the Islamic army. The large arna¢ tvas mustered

by the Persian Emperor against the Muslims scarathdha; and thus,

he requested for reinforcement, which was led bytrear commander

Abu’Ubaydah th-Thaqafi. At “Namarig,” a battle eesuand a number
of famous generals of Persian army were killed.

Other battles fought by ‘Umar include battle of dye, battle of
Buwa'yb, battle of Qadisiyyah, and battle of Jaldfaall these fierce
battles, Muslims recorded victories because of tteong determination
and faith in God.

By the year23AH, the whole of Persia had come under the sway of
Islam. It is pertinent to note that in all the wémsight by the Muslims
under Caliph ‘Umar, thousand of non-Muslims voluiyaembraced
Islam.

The conquest of the Persian empire provided the liMaswith
unlimited resources which brought them in touchhwiixuries that
subsequently led them to giving up simple livingddalling prey to
some vices. I638CE, Muslims established two military cantonments,
one at Basra and the other at Kufa. These cantasmiater on
developed to important big cities of Islamic cuétand civilisation.

28



ISL271 TRESHTLY GUIDED CALIPHS AND THE UMAYYADS

Subjugation of the Eastern Roman Empire was ndt det in the
conquest. The Byzantines (commonly called Romansjewequally
defeated and rooted out by the Muslims on the S8yfrant. The
Muslims captured a number of cities like Basra Apthdin. Damascus
was captured shortly after Abu Bakr's death alonidp wther cities such
as Hiny and others. Kilid bn Wald displayed military prowess in all
the wars. ‘Umar the Caliph even applauded his naerit tactics saying:
“May Allah bless the soul of Abu Bakr, he put#id in a right place”.
The fall of the important cities infuriated Empetderaclius. He sent a
huge army to fight with the Muslims. Having heardtloe big plan of
the Emperor, the Muslims left some of the placesy tbccupied and
returned to safer border. On leaving, the Islanmmies paid back
“Jizyah” to the inhabitants of those places for being able to protect
them.

The Romans who had fled to Antioch a seat of Empeéferaclius
appealed for help against the Muslim armies. Then&®s who were
several times larger in number marched against Muslims after
conceding to their plea. Khd initially was in charge of Muslim armies,
it was just during the battle he received the teftem the Caliph
deposing him from the post of commander-in-chiebhuAUbayda was
asked to take over the supreme command of the Muslices. Like a
true soldier, Khalid without hesitation submitted to the order okth
Caliph. He handed over the army and served under BWhayda who
hitherto was his subordinate. &id displayed the spirit of discipline
inculcated by Islam. Kilid's extravagance led to his deposition. The
award of 10,000 dinars he gave to a poet, whicHdcoat be backed
with satisfactory explanation culminated to hisksalhe deposition did
not affect him. He fought on under the leadersliiplau Ubaydah until
they attained victory.

The Muslim conquerors under the able leadershipAafr bn al-As,
Abu Ubaydah and Kilid bn. Waid (R.A) captured Antioch, Allepo and
other key cities. They went further to lay siege tbe great city of
Jerusalem. The Patriarch having seen the defe&8ypéntines forces
offered a peaceful truce with the proviso that t@aliph: came in
person to sign the treaty in their presence. * Uaftar consultation with
the “Shirg” accepted the offer. He went to Jerusalem andesigine
treaty in the company of ‘Ahis deputy. He accorded the Christians and
other inhabitants of the place security of lifepgerty and religion.
After the fall of Jerusalem, the whole of Syria dhalestine came under
the possession of the Muslims.

‘Umar together with the Muslims entered Jerusaldfared Salat; he
later lay the foundation of a Mosque at a placeretdlah revealed to
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Prophet Ya‘qub known a@ubbatu ‘s-Sakhrah (the Dome of Rock). It
was at the same place where King Solomon built'Gieat Temple.”
‘Umar also partook in the building of the mosqubeeTnosque is known
as “Umar’'s mosque”. After the conquest of Jerusgaldhe Romans
tried to recover their lost province. The peopleJafirah (now North
West of Iraq) plotted to oust the Muslims from @yridespite the
military support they received from Heraclus the dlfims frustrated
their attempts and beat them off.

In the 17-18 AH, Northern Arabia (Hg) was faced by drought and
severe famine, food supplies were got from parEgypt which had
been conquered by ‘Amr bn-als when the consignment arrived at
Madinah, ‘Umar took pain to personally distribulte grains among the
needy. ‘Umar prayed to Allah in a big gatheringhislims when the
famine became intolerable; and according to repgwet had not
concluded the prayer when rain began to pour.

About the same time, plague spread in most partsagf, Syria and
Egypt. Both the civilians and the Muslim armiesteédsfrom its havoc.
The plague indeed consumed Abu Ubaydah,allubn-Jabal and Y&

bn Abu Sufgn. ‘Umar appointed Muawiyah as the governor of
Damascus in place of Yak his brother. Egypt, which posed great
danger to the security dfijaz was attacked by ‘Amr bn As and his
military collaborators in the conquest of Palestine

A campaign was led against the valley of Nile. ‘Aamd others entered
Egypt through al-Fust, the strongest fort of Romans and conquered it
after some time. He went further to attack Alexsndhe strong hold of
the Romans in Egypt; for six months siege wasdaidhe city. The task
remained difficult until Caliph ‘Umar wrote to tremy before victory
was obtained. After the victory, the inhuman custarich prevailed in
Egypt where in a beautiful maiden is thrown to riltle to appease it

to bring more water, was abolished.

Incidentally, the Nile had very little water thagar. ‘Umar in order to
stop the un-Islamic practice wrote a letter whiehdsked ‘Amr to drop
in the Nile. The content says: “From ‘Umar the setvof Allah and
“Amir” of the Muslims to the River Nile of Egypt Nile if you flow of
your own desire, we do not need you. If you flowtbg order of Allah,
we pray to Him to keep you flowing.” The letter wésown into the
Nile and it overflowed its bank that year. The Eipps realised the
spiritual power of Islam, stopped their unislamragiice and entered its
fold.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Why was Klalid deposed of his military position and how diddisplay
the spirit of discipline, which Islam inculcates?

3.3

Causes of Arabs Success under ‘Umar

The most remarkable event in history is the conguésthe most

formidable Persian Empire and the provinces ofBleantine Empire.

Like a furious hurricane, the hitherto barbarousl amfamous Arabia
demolished and humiliated the two Empires. The ovies, which

supposed to take years, were obtained within addéecCBhe reasons for
the Arabs victory are due to:

Discipline and spirit of nationalism, which Islamfuses in the
Muslims:

The Arabs who had inculcated the spirit of brotleexh fought in
a body and they rose and fell in a body. This nthden very stiff
fighters in the field.

Muslims desire for martyrdom is another causetheir success:
Victory or death was their resolution. They preferath in the
battle, as it would open for them the gates of baav

The poverty-stricken Arabs were enticed by thasperity of the
enemies; they regarded their battles with themetstbuggle for
existence. They thus fought gallantly in order to w&nd obtain
the fertile territories of the Persians and Romans.

Arabs victory was greatly depended on the bejereralship of
Khalid bn - Waid, Sa‘d bn al-Wadggs, ‘Amr bn alAs, Abu

Ubaydah and a host of others. The Muslim genedsno match
in the ranks of the Persians and Romans in terntadtics,

strategy, organising capacity and dashing spirit.

The extensive use of cavalry and camelry, whihRomans had
never mustered, accounted for Arabs victory. Thab&rapplied a
military technique in conquering the Romans andhat same
time resorted to camelry in conquering Syria.

The disobedience of the Persian and Byzantineiremped to
Arab success: The internal disputes on succesagaassination,
luxury, wine and women and other intrigues, whiblock their
foundation even before the coming of the Arabs,ertaém to be
vanquished.
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- The alienation of the peasants by the rulers uthino heavy
taxation, and oppression propelled the subjectwdlrome the
Arabs deliverers from the shackle and state of neisainder the
Persian and Roman rule.

- Racial and religious differences in Persian aminBn empires
also led to Arabs victory. Absence of homogeneity aational
feeling in the Byzantine and Persian empires coupth racial
differences and bitter Persecution led the sulpeciple to look
for the enlightened Arab Muslims as great liberstor

- The withdrawal of the ban on the advancement gypEand the
fall of Alexandria after protracted siege into thands of the
Muslim is another cause for the Arabs victory.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. How did ‘Umar stop the inhuman and unlslamic cus&tom
2. Arabs victory was greatly dependent on the betteregalship of
Khalid and others. Discuss.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The election of ‘Umar as the successor of Abu Bakwved to be round
peg in a round hole. The zeal and vigour displaygdUmar in
following the ways of the Prophet Muhammad andqwes of Abu Bakr
made ‘Umar an institution to reckon with. Victoriescorded during
‘Umar’s Caliphate was as a result of strong deteatnon and faith in
God. ‘Umar led by example in displaying good leatigy in the area of
spirituality and diplomacy. He personally supplezhtvhen there was a
drought and received succor from God. He equallytie sign peaceful
truce with the patriarch before Jerusalem was hhnolker to the
Muslims. As a disciplinarian, ‘Umar sacked #id bn W’AIT d for
extravagance.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have discussed the democraticreabd the election of
‘Umar bn al-Khatab through the shira.” You have been acquainted
with wars fought during the regime of ‘Umar bn dhdgab, the
committed generals that led the wars and the vegothey recorded.
The unit has also discussed the discipline meteldhatid bn Walid for
being immodest in spending. The unit has also $imed you with strong
reasons why the Arab Muslims won their wars agdinstformidable
Roman and Persian empires.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Adduce various reasons why the Muslim army got $tdd
victory over the powerful empires during the Cadipghof ‘Umar
bn al-Khatab.

2. Why was the period of Cali ph ‘Umar declared theld&n Age
of Islam™?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about ‘Umar being omé the pioneering
factors of Islamic democracy and the pioneer oflisation through the
formation of a state based upon the Islamic teasts principles. The
unit will also make you see the reason why his dgate

administration remains unparalleled both in theamsof Islam and in
the history of modern civilisation. Indeed the unill expose you to his
method of separating powers and giving independengeliciary.

You will equally learn how ‘Umar bn al-Kigab the valiant who shook
the world through outstanding performance was sllne unit will also
acquaint you with his last assignment on who taceed him and the
consideration given to him byishah on his special demand for his final
place of burial.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss Caliph ‘Umar bn al-Kit@ab’s method of administering
the state through Islamic principles

. explain why Caliph ‘Umar bn al-Kigbh was declared a
“marvelous combination of softness and sternness”

. discuss Caliph ‘Umar bn al-Kitab’s conduct as the spiritual

head of state
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. highlight some of Caliph ‘Umar bn al-Khab achievements, and
his assassination

. explain Caliph ‘Umar bn al-Khg&b last assignment, death and
burial.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Services and Achievements of ‘Umar

Caliph ‘Umar bn al-Khgab, apart from being one of the pioneers of
Islamic principles, was also a pioneer of Islamidlisation. He formed

a state based on the Islamic political system. Téystem was
incorporated in the West as late J#sh and 20th centuries. He was the
greatest democratic administrator whose examplangaralleled not
only in the history of Islam but also in the histaf modern civilisation.
‘Umar remained exemplary leader for all great Mustulers during the
whole of Islamic history. He decided all matterseafdue consultation
with the “shira.”

During his tenure, he upheld three typessbira. The first, which
consisted of prominent and popular companions,udsed and decided
important matters. This is the higher advisory @luwhich consisted
of Uthman bn ‘Affan, ‘Al bn Abi Talib, Zayd bn Thbit, andTalha bn
Zubayr. The seconshira was the general advisory council made up of
many Companions from amongst tAasar and Muhgjir zn. The body
discussed all matters of general interest. Chiedlb¥arious clans and
tribes were also included in thesizra. The third type ranked in between
the higher and the general Advisory councils. Impased of some
elected Companions between tdehajirzn and theAnsar. Matters of
special interest were put before tehira, freedom of opinion and
expression was given to all members stiira whenever they held
meetings. On many occasions Caliph ‘Umar said “Iaman ordinary
person like you. | can only request you to co-ofgem the work with
which | have been entrusted by you.” Decisions wesaally taken
based on unanimity or sometimes by majority. ThigpBan the interest
of Islam and Muslims may veto any decision, whiehclonsidered very
proper.

Both men and women enjoyed the freedom of opinioming his
Caliphate. Once, ‘Umar was suggesting the quamtitylowry to be
fixed at the time of Nikah” which was not in accordance with Islamic
principle, a veiled lady immediately stood up amds‘O ‘Umar, fear
Allah.” Hearing this, ‘Umar realised his mistake damaccepted her
objection. As far as implementation of law is camesl, he was stern
and just. He acted upon the principle of equity dmdtherhood of
mankind on one side and justice and truthful onatier. He made no
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discrimination between Muslims and non-Muslims iattars of justice,
human right and fair play.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Briefly explain the three types ahira, which functioned during the
tenure of ‘Umar bn al-Khgab as Caliph.

3.2 Caliph ‘Umar bn al-Khattab as the Religious Head of
State

Like other Caliphs, ‘Umar bn al-Kiaab was the over-all religious head
of the state. He used to lead the obligatory psayee times daily as
well as the Jum‘ah prayer in the Holy Prophet’s quesat Madinah. He
also led theId Salats at the “Muyalla for Ids in Madinah. At the time of
Hajj, he was the leader of all the pilgrims andhis absence, he
appointed a person as his deputy. In all religimasters he used to give
his verdict based upon tt&hat'ah (Divine Law). In case of a question
of law he usually consulted a special committee tloat purpose
working under a department known as “Shu‘bad*IffThe department
of Jurists), or sometimes he sent the matter dyrézthe committee. He
never hesitated to inquire about dggdith, which he did not know from
the Muftzs (Jurists) in Madinah.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Highlight some of the spiritual traces in the leatig of the Caliph
‘Umar bn al-Khatab.

3.3 Other Achievements of ‘Umar

There are a number of achievements credited tgpiCalimar (R.A).
Among his achievements are:

- Division of the Islamic state into provinces for easy
administration: Each province had capital manned by a
governor who was responsible to the Caliph at MadinThe
provinces are Hig, Syria, Iran, Iraq, Egypt, Palestine,
Mesopotamia and central province of Arabia. Besidbes
governor who stayed at the state capital, there wtrer officers
such as Sahib bayti | nal” (the Treasury Officer) Sahib
Kharaj” (Revenue Collector), Sahib Ahdath’ (Chief Police
Officer), and ‘Al- Qadi (Judge) who manned the provinces. All
the officers were paid high stipend so that they mat indulge
in bribery and corruption.
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- Administration of justice: The judicial functions were solely
entrusted to the judges. For easy administratiojustice, the
Caliph separated the judiciary from the executiBering his
time, law was not a respecter of anybody. On a mundf
occasions, the Caliph himself appeared befo@ad to defend
himself in some cases. No immunity was given tobaaly even
the Caliph and there was no perversion of justice.

- Establishment of the Department of EducationCaliph ‘Umar
who had keen interest in imparting knowledge to Kheslims
established schools for teaching the HdDur'an, Hadith,
Shar'ah and art of reading and writing. Mosques were used
schools; Hufaz’ (the memorisers of the whol®ur'an) were
specially referred scholarship and other facilitiest would make
learning conducive were given to students.

- Establishment of Police Department and Institutio of
Prison: ‘Umar was the fist Muslim head of state to estdbli
police department to curb crimes and maintain ordibe police
force at that time was known a8ldath.” Before Caliph ‘Umar,
there was no jail in Arabia. To curb excesses ef ¢hminally
minded people and to rehabilitate them, Caliph ‘Upersonally
bought five houses and converted them to prisadakkah. He
also had district jails at various provinces.

- Administration of Revenue: ‘Umar established Baytu "I nal”
and laid down the basic principle of the publicagery. He
treated bayt al-nil” as a great public trust. He ensured that it
was solely used for common interest. He never spesingle
“dinar” from it for his personal benefit. He ensdrénat proceeds
from Zakat were spent for the benefit of the poor MuslimseTh
officer in charge of the public treasudyt-ul-mzil) is known as
“Sahib Baytu ‘|- n@.I” There were treasury officers in each
province too. The main sources of revenue at thn tvere:

0] Jizyah(Defense or poll Tax)

(i)  Zakat (Poor Tax)

(i)  Khargj (Land Tax)

(iv) Booty (income from conquered places)

(v)  Tax on non-Muslim merchants or traders whorthtl payZakat
(vi)  Tributes and others

Apart from Zakat that was spent in accordance with Islamic laws as
given in the HolyQur’ an, proceeds from other sources of revenue were
used for expenditure on general administration wadlfare. Excess
money that was left was distributed as stipendsngribe Muslims.
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Both males and females young and old benefited fthen stipends.
Caliph ‘Umar was very cautious in spending the jmufalnd. Once, his
daughter Hafa (the chaste widow of the Prophet (S) came to dmich
demanded some share in the booty that came froattlefteld, saying;
“Give me some because your relatives have cerigiisrover you” He
replied, “of course my relatives have certain rgglm my personal
property but not in the property of Muslims”.

When ‘Umar fell sick he was advised to take hongyth®e physician;
however, he had none but there was plenty of ih@Bayti "I-mil. He
went to the Prophet’'s Mosque and called generasdai the Shira”

When people assembled he said, “I need some hdnexquld be
thankful if you allow me to take some from tBayt al-Mal”. Such
example of his is unparallel in the history of vabcivilisation.

- Establishment of Public Complaints Commission: Caliph
‘Umar personally oversaw the commission on dailgifaAt the
end of every congregational prayer, he used tdhaik in the
Mosque to listen to the complaints of the peopléhie area of
need; he attended promptly to the yearnings ofetlpeple. In
addition to sitting back in the Mosque, ‘Umar ugedyo out in
the dead night to find out the needs of the pedpl&ing this
normal routine, one night he stumbled on an indiggaman
with her children on the outskirt of the city. Thhildren were
crying because they were hunger-stricken. He pafigocame to
their rescue by providing meals for them. Once, dasv a
Bedouin woman whose life was in the throes of ¢hitth. ‘Umar
instantly called on his wife who worked as a midwin the
woman.

- Construction of Mosques: Caliph ‘Umar built many Mosques.
He also mandated governors of various provincdsiilo at least
one Mosque in each city where religious instructiorere given
to people. He ensured the extensionMudsjid-al-Haram (the
Holy Mosque) in Makkah to accommodate the everdasing
Muslim population. He did same to the Prophet's s in
Madinah. He also bought all houses and propertieana the
Mosque to pave way for extension.

- Introduction of coins: Caliph ‘Umar was the one who
introduced coins bearing the inscription oKdlimatu “sha-
shahidah’ (There is no God except Allah and Muhammad is His
Messenger).

Other achievements of ‘Umar are the abolition a¥sty in Arabia and
setting prisoners of war free; introduction of Hla calendar,

38



ISL271 TRESHTLY GUIDED CALIPHS AND THE UMAYYADS

maintenance of regular Islamic army and buildingcahtonment for
soldiers where they lived with pure Islamic praesicUmar considered
the great office he occupied as a trust, thus he wigilant to the need of his
subjects. He constructed irrigation and commeuaalals thereby conferring a
boon to trade and agriculture. He also gave sectaitenure, to the peasant
farmers and reduced their burden of taxation. Heegshape to Islamic
republic.

‘Umar assumed the title the “Commander of the Faithfi{isirir-al-
Mz'minin). He led the Muslims in the prayers, in publitaat and in
the battlefield. Though he could delegate authemitin religious,
judicial, military and civil to his lieutenants, hemained the head of the
Islamic state.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Describe how revenue was sourced and administetegihgd
‘Umar’s reign as Caliph.

2. Narrate how he with dispatch appoint&hira who would
consider his successor.

3. Explain the essence of having consideration foerstieven at the
point of death.

3.4 ‘Umar's Assassination, Last Assignments, Deattand
Burial

‘Umar’s Assassination

After the reign of 10 years, the glorious rule bimar came to an end
with his death on Wednesday Novembe884CE He fell at the hand of
an assassin called Abu ‘Lu’Lu Fayrooze. This CharstPersian slave
came to the Caliph (‘Umar) with bitter complaintoalb his master who
used to place on him a burden he could hardly Bédss.complaint was
not all that genuine to ‘Umar thus he ignored it.

The slave was unhappy about the treatment metedoutim and
became disgruntled. In order to avenge the illtmemt, the Persian
slave planned a dastardly act over the night. Tanesearly morning of
the next day, took cover in a corner of the Mosgikile ‘Umar (R.A)

was saying his prayer in the midst of the congiegatthe assassin
emerged and stabbed him severally with a poisoregbet. People
quickly apprehended the assassin and overpowerad Tie assassin
did not wait for anybody’s judgment before he inglatook his own

life with the poisoned weapon.
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His Last Assignment, Death and Burial

Caliph ‘Umar bn al-Khagab had the premonition that he would die very
soon since the injuries sustained by him from rgsadant were so
much. On his deathbed he appointedshifra” consisting of six most
senior serving Companions and instructed them tecsene from
among themselves as his Successor. He gave thyseuttematum for
the assignment. The six were TAdn Abi Talib, ‘Uthman bn ‘Affan,
Talhah bn ‘Ubaydullah, Abdur —Ratam bn ‘Awf, Sa’d bn Abi Waqas
and Zubayr bn ‘Awwm. He died the next morning.

It was the desire of Caliph ‘Umar bn Kb to sleep next to the Holy
Prophet’s grave. He therefore sought express psionisromUmmu |-
Mi'minin, Aishah (R.A). Though the place had already beenvedey
Aishah for herself; however, out of consideratiod anmpassion, she
gave it to him. Consequently, when ‘Umar eventuallgd, he was
buried by the side of the Holy Prophet Muhammadgekius greater
than ‘Umar in Islam has not been born in the wquddging by his
character and achievement. Muslims are proud sfdgheat personality
of history.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

1. Give the historical record of AbLu’lu’s devilish act.

2. Give a brief account of ‘Umar’s reign as Caliph.

3 How did ‘Umar realise his desire to sleep next he Holy
Prophet Muhammad (S)?

4.0 CONCLUSION

‘Umar proved himself to be the most successfuldeahd ruler of men.
He was a genius with rare talent for capacity bogdand organising
constructive statesmanship. He consolidated Islach lauilt a great

Empire for the Muslims. He was regarded as thetjgacfounder of

Islamic state. ‘Umar was an embodiment of softreess sternness. He
was soft and mild to the meek. He was humble afadreer to the poor
and needy. He was at the same time harsh andtstéhne unruly. The

leadership trait of ‘Umar did lay solid foundatidor leaders and
administrators of all time.

We can see that the best assignment is its accsimpdint. Umar
through the appointment of the lagthira” became an accomplished
ruler. It is equally necessary not to encroach oybady’s properly
without permission of the owner. Consideration dtiners is equally a
good quality of a good Muslim.
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5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have discussed the unparallel neataf Umar’s
exemplary administration. The unit has equally egab you to his
maintenance of equality and brotherhood of humanitye unit also
discussed extensively on various achievementsdedaduring ‘Umar’s
reign which made him the practical founder of Islastate.

In addition, we discussed the martyrdom of ‘Umas #econd Caliph.
You have equally been exposed to the irrationalabeiur of his
assailant. The unit has also taught you the ess#rameking permission
from owners of properties before using them.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Write short notes on five of the outstanding i@edments of
Umar.

2. Compare the public treasury during the time of ‘Umath the
public treasuries in some states in today Nigeria.

3. What reason can you adduce for the assdmsinof Caliph
‘Umar?

4. How did ‘Umar became accomplished during pleeod of his
rulership.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about birth, parentaged early life of the

third Caliph, Uthmain bn ‘Affan. The unit will expose you to the
Caliph’s acceptance of Islam, marital life and evnfent with the title

“Dhu-n-Nurayn.” The discussion in this unit willsal touch on the
services he rendered to Islam before he emergadCadiph. It will also

touch on his conquests and benevolent institutafnislam during his

era.

“Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts abslyfuis a popular
English expression. This was the case with thel tGaliph who started
his rule on a good note but bastardised it ataker Ipart through undue
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favour he gave to his family members. Since thenmeo smoke without
fire, allegation and counter allegation rocked khaslim empire at the
tail end of his reign. The strives eventually ledie termination of the
life of the Caliph. Thus, the political unity engy during the tenure of
the first two Caliphs was lost.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. give account of Caliph Uthan bn ‘Affan’s birth, parentage and
early age of ‘Uthran bn ‘Affan and his character

. discuss the services he rendered to Islam afterecsion

. state reasons why he was callediDi+Narayn

. narrate the method followed in ‘Uttam's election

. discuss his reign over the Muslim empire and stat@e of his
achievements

. list some areas of ‘Utham’s failure

. discuss those things that led to strifes and digsemmong his
subjects

. discuss his murder and the effects on the Muslinmiaim

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Birth, Parentage and Early Life of ‘Uthman bn Affan

‘Uthman bn Affan (R.A) belonged to a noble family of Quraysh in
Makkah. He was from the Umayyad clan. His full nasi@Jthman bn
Affan. He was born in the year 573CE. Before emibgatslam, he was
known by his patronimc nam&gnyalh) Abu Amr and there after Abu
Abdullah. He was one of the few persons of Makkdio wnew art of
reading and writing. When he grew up a young mansthrted business
in textile, which made him to be very rich. He usesl money in good
ways and always assisted the poor and the needydsesimple and
kind-hearted. The Makkans had great respect for b@tause of his
noble qualities.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Describe the philanthropic qualities of ‘Uthmbn Affan before Islam.
3.2 ‘Uthman’s Conversion to Islam

‘Uthman was one of the Makkans who accepted Islam aaitly days.
He was just 34 years of age when Prophet Muhammaaaimed his
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mission. Abu Bakr was the first person who carnesssage of Islam to
‘Uthman on his return journey from Syria. As he got thst @bout
Islam, he went straight to the Prophet and embrécekt the point of
Islamisation, ‘Uthran related a personal experience saying, “I was just
coming back from Syria” on the way at one place, ware feeling
somewhat drowsy when there came a voice: “Wakeeuglgeping ones,
Ahmed has appeared in Makkah.” On our arrival, Haele we came to
know about your mission. ‘Uthan incurred the wrath of his people
because of his acknowledgement of the prophethdoMluhammad.
The Quraysh who once loved him before his convardiecame his
enemies. His relatives even rebuked and chastisadséverely. The
reason for that was the rivalry between BaHashim (the Holy
Prophet’s family) and “Ban‘Umayyah” (“Uthman’s family). The holy
Prophet Muhammad admired ‘Utlamfor his simplicity, generosity and
piety and thus married his daughter Rugayyah to him

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Why did ‘Uthman incure the hatred of his people after his sudden
conversion?

3.3 ‘Uthman’s Migration to Abyssinia and Conferement with
the Title of Dhai "n-Narayn

When the persecution of the Makkans became hatdeoMuslims Abu

Bakr went to the Prophet (S) and sought for pesimisto take refuge in
Abyssinia along with other Muslims having ‘UtAm and his wife

crossed the Red Sea together with other Muslims raigtated to

Abyssinia. At the time of the migration, the Propfhduhammad (S)
remarked: “Uthman is the first man of my “Ummah” to migrate (foreth
sake of Allah) with his family.” He stayed at Abysa for a couple of
months before he came back to Makkah because afgnrdormation

given him by somebody that the Quraysh had accdplaah.

When he got to Makkah and discovered that the iedirthe people of
Quraysh had not been inclined to Islam, he immebianigrated again
with other Muslims to Madinah. ‘Uth#n could not partake in the first
battle of Islam against non-believers of MakkalBatlr. At the time of
the war, his wife was very ill and he needed terattto her. The woman
died before the Muslims returned from Badr aftectaniy. To bring
succor to Uthran, the Holy Prophet (S) married his next daughter
“Umm Kulthim” to him and thus ‘Uthian was conferred the titleDha
‘n-Narayn” (the man with two lights). Even when the secoraighter
died, the Prophet said that if he had another haldvioave married her
to ‘Uthman.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Discuss the events that led to the migration ohfiin and other
Muslims to Abyssinia?

2. Discuss briefly the characteristics of ‘UtAmand why the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (S) gave him the epithet of horiDha
Ndarayn”

3.4 ‘Uthman’s Services to Islam before His Reign as Caliph

‘Uthman tremendously assisted the cause of Islam. Heersaff
persecution with the Prophet from the hands of ¢alraHe was among
the emigrants to both Ablyssinia and Madinah. Hes weealthy and
placed his money at the disposal of the Prophethiiservice of Islam.
“Uthman was next to Abu Bakr when it comes to spendinthencause
of Islam. He was simple and open-handed. He gesBraontributed in
Madinah and in meeting the cost of campaigns aintslHe served as a
distinguished Companion of the Prophet. During @adiphate of Abu
Bakr and ‘Umar, Uthmin was among the principal counselors and
assistants in the state affairs. He partook irthedl wars of the Prophet
with the unbelievers except Badr because at the tim wife took ill
and even died before the victorious return of theshins from it (Badr).
He was the one sent to Makkah for negotiation oHAbaybiyyah.
When there was a serious drought in Madinah, ‘Uthimought a well-
named “Bi'ru r-Rumah” from a Jew for 20,000 dirhafos the use of
the Muslims. ‘Uthnin was one of the scribes of the Prophet who wrote
down revelations and other documents.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Highlight some of the services rendered to IslamUtyrman bn Affan
before he became a Caliph.

3.5 ‘Uthman’s Election as the Third Caliph

It should be reiterated that Caliph ‘Umar in hisksbed had nominated
a body of six notable persons who would elect feonong themselves a
suitable successor. At the time of the death oip@GaUmar, Talhah was
unavoidably absent, so the five remaining nominead to choose a
Caliph after him. These five as usual formed thleif'a”. The task was
difficult because both ‘Aland ‘Uthnan featured and only one of them
was to be considered. They therefore resorted éctieh. Eventually
after a serious struggle the weaker of them (‘Uttmemerged as the
Caliph-elect. ‘Abdur-Rahman bn ‘Awf (R.A) was thiest to take the
oath of allegiance Bay‘ah). Other Muslims also took the oath and
approved his candidature. Talhah the sixth perstarmed after the
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election and equally swore allegiance to Calipthftan. In this way, he
became the third Caliph.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

Describe the election of the ‘Utlam bn ‘Affan as the third Caliph?
3.6 ‘Uthman’s Reign and Benevolent Institutions

‘Uthman bn Affan ruled over the Muslim empire for 12 solid years.
During hisKhilafah, the empire expanded in Asia and Africa. The first
half of his reign was peaceful but the second k&g turbulent. He
suppressed many rebellions and forced many tag#do recognise the
sovereignty of Islam and pay tributes to the Mustuters. His reign
constituted a glorious period in the history ofilel He ensured that the
territories of Islamic states were immensely exeehdHe made many
conquests and recorded landmark victories. During reign, he
constructed a huge dam to protect Madinah agdomd &and to regulate
the supply of water to the city. He built many readnd bridges,
Mosques and guesthouses in different parts of theire. He also
expanded the Prophet's Mosque in Madinah and ershetl it.
‘Uthman established Arab Navy and was the first to emabl
constabulary. Like his predecessor, Usinnadministered armed forces,
provinces, revenue and public treasury. He waseatgscholar who
spent a lot of his time in preaching to prisondra/ar.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

List some of the benevolent institutions, whichhHn constructed.

3.7 Redaction of the Holy Qur'an during the Reign of
Uthman

A remarkable work of Caliph ‘Utham was the redaction of the Holy
Qur’an. During his reign, he noted that there were daffi: reading and
versions of theQur’an in different parts of the empire. He took a bold
step in resolving dialectical differences. He tlere collected the
correct version and set up a committee of scrilessldd by Zayd bn
Thabit. This board collected the authen@air’'an including the copy in
the custody of Hafsah a wife of the Prophet. Thedenseveral copies
of the standard edition and sent to different paftthe empire. They
burnt the rest copies and retained the authentitaQuSince then the
‘Uthmanic edition remained in circulation.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 7

How did ‘Uthman solve the dialectic problem regarding the reicitadf
the Qur’an during his reign?

3.8 Causes of Strife that Ended the Reign of Calp'Uthman

The second and latter part of Uthm's reign was however less
prosperous and was full of strife. Troubles broké¢ m the empire
particularly in Egypt and Iraq where people tookatage of Uthran’s
soft nature to create chaos and disharmony. Thgleader of the
mischief-mongers was one ‘Abdullah bn Saba’ who hadumber of
followers. He and his followers pretended to bedyMuslims whereas
they were not.

They incited the people against the Caliph and dasernors. They
accused ‘Uthran of nepotism and favoritism. The people noted tieat
favoured his kinsmen, the Umayyad with high postdijable properties
and estates. They charged all the governors h&dladth inefficiency,
oppression and misappropriation of the propertyhefBaytu “I-mal. It
was also charged that many of the Umayyad acqupedsonal
properties that were strictly forbidden in théhilafah of ‘Umar.
Allegations also were that it was during the Caigghof ‘Uthnan that
Talhah purchased a big estate inf& and that ‘Uthran even burned
the HolyQur’'an. The Caliph refuted all the allegations notwitinskizag.
He vindicated himself saying that he spent nothirgm the public
money; that he ate only from his own earning aneega his kinsmen
from his big personal property.

On the other hand, Muslims were jealous of the radaecy of the
Ummayyad in theKhilafah of ‘Uthman. They discovered that the
Umayyad occupied enviable positions and thus fihed in wealth and
privileges. Muslims were disgusted about the sclmudamanner of the
Umayyad. Many Umayyad would appear drunk; an exanmys the
case of Wall bn Ugbah Governor of Kufa who appeared drunk emen
the Mosque.

Other causes of strife that ended the reign of Caliphhtidin are
discussed below.

. The disappearance of the influence and positioth@Ansir in
Madinabh.
. The Hashimites (i.e. ‘Aland his people) lost their influence and

position too in the rulership of ‘Uthan; hence, they were not
favourably disposed to the Caliph and his family.
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. Promotion of Man&n to the high position of the secretary of the
state became extremely unpopular. His promotion sedu
division between the Umayyad and the Hashimides.

. Simplicity and leniency of ‘Uthan greatly accounted for his
own doom. He lacked firmness, which is essentigigdient in
governing unruly people.

. The banishment of Abu Dharr one of the most piouslvhs of
his time irritated the feelings of the good Muslims

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 8

Give a brief critical account of allegations thatused the strife that
rocked ‘Uthnan’s Caliphate.

3.9 ‘Uthman’s Assassination and Its Effect on the Ummah

Rebellion broke out in Baa, Kafah and Egypt. The insurgents drove
away their governors and wanted them replaced.Citigph promised to
redress the grievances of the deputation and ajppein of their choice.

A letter written by Man&n to murder the deputation and their choice
was intercepted when they reached Egypt. They a#ikedCaliph to
surrender the writer, which he refused.1 fdleaded with them but they
besieged the Caliph’s house and slaughtered himi7odune,656CE
while reciting theQur’'an. This was one of the worst crimes, which the
Muslims had perpetrated, and one of the most immpbmartyrdoms in
the history of Islam. It can safely be concludedt tthe martyrdom of
‘Uthman bn Affan opened the floodgate of bloodshed among the
Muslims that could never be closed.

The assassination of Caliph ‘Utam was unparalleled in Islamic
history.

. The assassination of ‘Utlam bn Affan destroyed the sanctity
and sacredness of the person of the Caliph. Thendkilof
‘Uthman established the notion that the Caliph was arsverto
the Muslims for his actions and that if he is fowmanting in the
discharge of his official duties, he could be smmetd and
removed.

. That though the right to remove the Caliph on reabte grounds
may be exercised by a people, the use of violemogrueesome
murder of such person is certainly not to be ergopy any
section of the people.

. The gruesome murder of ‘Utlam revived the old barbaric tribal
spirit of the Arabs which had once disappeared uiino the
teaching of the Prophet (S.A.W.).

. The unhappy incident broke the tie and unity of Mheslims. It
led to sharp division between the Umayyad and thshirhides,
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which culminated into rival and hostile camps. |#oaintroduces
bitterness and rancor between the Madinites aArend the
Makkan Umayyad.

. The city of Madinah and the Amslost their position in the
Khilafah while Kufah and Damascus came into prominence.

. The expansion of the Arab Empire suffered setbaatabse of
troubles, which broke out after the killing of ‘Uthn among the
Muslims.

. The assassination of Caliph ‘UtBmintroduced civil strifes and
wars in Islam. It resulted in the assassinatiornAbf later. This
assassination and the consequent civil wars gase t0
emergence of sects (schism) such as Shiites andijikdsain
Islam.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 9

What were the causes and effect of the assassiratiGaliph Uthnan?

4.0 CONCLUSION

Simplicity and generosity are qualities that madbanin to earn great
respect from the Makkans at youth and when he ctewehe became
more prominent in spending in the cause of Allalke. &bandoned his
wealth, migrated twice with his relatives for treks of Allah, and was
even ready to shed his blood at all times for themiph of Islam. He,
apart from maintenance of legacy of his predecsspoovided many
amenities, which were of immense benefits to theslMuUmmah. His
reign also saw to the standardisation of the Haly .

The murder of pious and gentle Caliph ‘Utinmwas the most

unfortunate event in the history of Islam. He wasman whose

characteristic features are simplicity, generosapd modesty. The
laxity he had in the firmness of mind, his feeldaations to issues and
other negative traits culminated into his murddne Vindictiveness of

the assailants and their failure to overlook slmrtings of others are
result of the disintegration and lack of cohesiemg experienced in the
‘Ummabh of the Muslims.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have been acquainted with thetlyaof ‘Uthman bn
‘Aff an and his conversion to Islam. The unit has equatiynated you
with the efforts made by ‘Utham for the attainment of stability and
growth of Islam. We also saw reason why he baggeditie ‘Dhi n'-
Narayn.
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Other aspects the unit examined include the ailegstrought against
the administration of Caliph ‘Uthaém, allegations that led to strife and
pandemonium in the Islamic state, the murder of @adiph and its
consequent effects on the Ummah.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the benevolence institutions that consta legacy of
Caliph ‘Uthnan bn Affan’s reign.

2. What are the services rendered by Caliph ‘Uthiton Affan to
Islam prior to his reign as the Caliph?

3. In any egalitarian society, nepotism and faitmumn do not bring
about anything except rancor and animosity. Disctlss
assertion in the light of the murder of ‘UtAm

4. Highlight some of the notable effects of theeggome murder of
‘Uthman on the Muslim Ummabh.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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UNIT2  CALIPH ‘AL I BN ABI TALIB (657-662 CE; 36 —
41)
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Prophet Muhammad (S) reciprocated the guardiansi@ipnjoyed from
his uncle Al Talib by bringing up his cousin ‘Al This facilitated
‘AlT's exposure to ideal and virtuous life right frohetbeginning of his
life.

‘AlT was enthroned as the fourth Caliph because hdepessor was
forced out of office through the wickedness of thgsassins. The
pandemonium and anarchy that were in vogue in Mddihe seat of
government made ‘Ala reluctant ruler. The trouble being fomented by
the insurgents gave the signal toTAk to what policies he would make
to have a hitch-free reign.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss the early history of ‘Albn Abu Tlib

state his characters, qualities and virtues

highlight the issues that culminated into his &tecas the fourth
Caliph

discuss his policies during his reign.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 ‘Al's birth, Parentage, Youth and Character

‘AlT was born some 30 years after the birth of the HBipphet
Muhammad (S.A.W.) into the most respectable faroilyQuraysh the
Banu Hishim. His father was AbTalib an uncle of the Prophet (S). The
father was the guardian and mentor of the Propfiet the death of
Abdu ‘I-Muttalib the grandfather. Prophet Muhamn{&j took ‘Al in
his childhood from his father and brought him W lhis own child. He
did this in his household as a compensation for trauable
guardianship he enjoyed from his uncletALalib.

When the Prophet began receiving revelations] s just a boy of
nine years or thereabouts. 1Avas the first among the youth to accept
Islam. In fact, when the Prophet disclosed his mis®efore him, he
unhesitatingly accepted. The Holy Prophet (S) lotéd very much.
‘Al 1 supported the Holy Prophet in his mission from lieginning till
the end.

On the night of Muhammad’s migration when the bloedthirsty
tribesmen who plotted to assassinate him surrourdedouse, ‘Al
risked his life by sleeping on the Holy ProphetesdbWhen the Holy
Prophet eventually decided to embark on migratoi athrib, he gave
all the deposits kept with him by the Makkans tdi‘# return to the
respective owners. ‘Alacted according to the instruction of his uncle
(Muhammad) and returned all the deposits as tresoré he also
migrated.

‘Al 1 from boyhood had been the constant companion eftiophet in
the propagation of Islam. He was a great and asu#aior who

distinguished himself in all the battles against fholytheists and the
Jews.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Give brief account of the birth and parentage ofi ‘Bn Abi
Talib.

2. A good turn deserves another is a saying thatéiasance to the
upbringing of ‘Ali. Discuss.

3. How did ‘Ali display the Amaznah’ he learnt from the Holy
Prophet Muhammad after the latter’'s migration.
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3.2 ‘AlT’s bravery and Virtue

The closeness of ‘Alto the Holy Prophet Muhammad at a point
changed to permanent relationship. The Prophet dage most
affectionate daughter in marriage to Him. He thus af grace of God
became the father of Hasan and Husayn. The two Wweys dearly and
devotedly attached to their grandfather Muhammad (S

‘AlT was a most accomplished man of his time. He wasvknas “the
gate of wisdom.” He occupied the position of a @iconsular in the
Caliphate of both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar because ofiégsning, wisdom
and intelligence. ‘Al was generous and large-hearted. He was brave,
simple and frank. Indeed, ‘Alwas an embodiment of all humane
virtues. His simplicity and large-heartedness mia@asy for his cunny
enemies to outplay him most of the time. Becaushi®tbravery, ‘Al
was popularly called Asadullali (The Lion of Allah), He displayed
utmost bravery in all the battles and earned fdtgewas ranked among
the great warriors of Arabia. ‘Alvas not only a great warrior but a great
scholar as well. About ‘Al the Prophet (S) said, “I am the city of
knowledge and ‘Alis its gate”Al1 excelled in both sword and pen. He
took pledges of loyalty on the hands of his predsoes and gave them
fullest possible support.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
‘AlT was seen as the most accomplished man of his Diseuss.
3.3 ‘Ali’s Election as the Fourth Caliph and Policies

Madinah, the seat of Islam, remained in state afcy after the murder
of ‘Uthman for few days. The mutineers stayed back and meeaain
power for these few days because who is who hatltbieDamascus,
some to Makkah. Most of the respected citizenspgisared into thin
air. This situation was so because people lika aid other eminent
Companions could never imagine the insurgents’ sifi@mact of
assassination of the Caliph. After the rude shtok,mutineers became
obsessed with the fact that the whole empire wag widhout a head
and a government. In order not to allow the conedieprovinces
disintegrate into chaos, they quickly constitutedtcal authority. They
offered the Caliphate to ‘Alwhich he reluctantly accepted. Thus, on
23rd of Junes56CE, many swore allegiance to him as the fourth Caliph
of Islam. Talhah and Zubayr at first did not wamttdke a pledge until
the case of ‘Uthian’s assassination was decided. They were compelled
under the threats of the insurgents to take thaégelef loyalty at ‘Al ’s
hands on the condition that Al should be ready to decide matters
according to the HolQur'an andSunnahand that he should bring to
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book all the assassins according to Islamic lawi g&ceded to their
conditions. Many of Banu Umayyah who refused todgée went to
Syria. The political situation of that time mademsoto decline the
pledge. It is clear from the above that the reldis murdered ‘Uthrn
were the fore runners in the appointment ofi‘a$ Caliph. Majority of
the Muslims in Madinah eventually took pledge & tfands of ‘Al.

‘AlT's Policies

Caliph ‘Al1 after assumption of office, resolved to follow ikeals and
polices of both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. He determinedujphold the
principle ofBaytu "I-mal" and re-acquire back to the public treasury all
the illegal estates allegedly acquired by the Uradysind others in the
Caliphate of ‘Uthran. Besides, he was ready to remove all the
governors against whom the people had grievances.rdshuffled,
replaced and sacked some. Many of the dismissedrgors consented
to the caliph's policy of reorganisation except aMuyyah the then
governor of Syria who bluntly refused and ignorkd tlismissal order.
So Caiph ‘Ali had to face troubles with him. The house of Umayya
represented by Mawiyyah wanted ‘A to bring to book all the
murderers of ‘Uthran.

‘Al T though lamented the murder; he did not take amcrete step to
avenge it. Added to ‘Als trouble was the withdrawal of allegiance
earlier given to him by Talhah and Zubayr on act¢amifrhis refusal to
punish the assassins of Caliph ‘Utinm The two contenders (Talhah
and Zubayr) left for Baah and met ‘Aisha who was returning from
‘Umrah on the way. Having informed her of the murdé'Uthman and
refusal of ‘Ali to punish the assassins, ‘Aisha who had contilyous
nursed the grudge against 1Abined them (Talhah and Zubayr). They
all went back to Makkah where they incited the oo Umayyad to
avenge the death of ‘Uttam on the head of ‘Al’. The row caused by
these people culminated into civil warse®6-661CE.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Describe the situation at Madinah shortly after tharder of
Caliph ‘Uthmnan.
2. Summarise the instances that led to 7%l trouble after

assumption of office as the Caliph.
3.4 Disobedience of Abdullah bn Saba’ and other Pldems
On his third day in office, ‘Althe fourth Caliph asked all the Sabaite
insurgents to return to their places. Some of thtemplied while a party

headed by ‘Abdullah bn Saba’ failed to obey theifPal Members of
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this party all the while pretended to be his friermehd loyalists whereas
they had a sinister motive of creating mischiefna state. Their refusal
in the history of Islam was the first.

Apart from the disobedience of the Sabaites] @$o faced with other
difficult situations. Some of the major problems:ar

. establishment of peace in the state and normalsabf
deteriorating political situation

. the herculean task of fishing out the assassingakmag punitive
measures against them

. the third problem was the measure to be adoptedrtisvthose

Companions who would not pledge loyalty at the Isaofl‘Alt
unless he handed over the assassins to them oshptimém
according to Islamic law

Following these problems, ‘Akstablished peace, which had eluded the
Islamic state. He therefore wished to tackle theassins after
restoration of normalcy.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Apart from the disobedience of the Sabaites whiaéroproblems, did
Caliph ‘Ali face in his rulership? Discuss.

4.0 CONCLUSION

‘AlT who earned the appellatioSadullali the lion of Allah was 30
years younger than his mentor Prophet Muhammadoubr the
valuable guardianship he received from the nobiplpet, he became so
brave and highly knowledgeable. He indeed excetiesivord and pen.
The sterling qualities he possessed earned hingrimt affection from
the Prophet and thus became his son-in-law. Frophdmm, he became
constant Companion of the Prophet. He enjoyed thighProphet and at
the same time swallowed bitter pills with him. Heee risked his life for
the safety of the Prophet during his Hijrah.

The premonition that ‘Al had that he would be fishing in a troubled
water made him a reluctant ruler. None compliarfidbe Sabaites to the
order of the Caliph and their pretension to be layalists including
other difficult situations created a bottleneck fitwe Caliph. As a
straightforward person, he knew that the Caliplaie a great trust, thus
he first resorted to conflict resolution beforeklaty the assassins.
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5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have discussed the birth and bpeeaf ‘Ali bn Al
Talib. We have also described his qualities and dahtaraat youthful
age. In the unit also, you have learnt about thetien of ‘Ali as the
next Caliph after ‘Uthrn and the roles played by the insurgents who
pretended to be his mentors and loyalists. You hais® been
acquainted with initial difficulties that faced ‘Ain his reign. We have
also discussed some of the policies he formulatedave meaningful
and successful tenure.

6.0 TUTOR- MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Highlight some of ‘Af's good qualities when he was a young
man.
2. Narrate important points in Ali’s life as a younguMim until the

event of Hijrah.
3. Account for the election of ‘Aland highlight some of his initial
problems in the Caliphate.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Majid, A. K. (nd).The Pious CaliphsNew Delhi India: Diwan Press.

Rahim, A. (1992).Islamic History.Isolo, Lagos: Islamic Publication
Bureau.

Sayyid, A. A. (1979)A short History of Saracen®elhi, India: Kitab
Khana-Ishay at — Al- Islam.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The refusal of Muiwiyah and his ilk to give allegiance to the Califgha
of ‘Al coupled with the failure of ‘Alto bring instant punitive measure
against the murderers of ‘Utlam as demanded by Talhah and Zubayr
caused a great dissatisfaction. The treachery eetdnsion displayed by
the Sabaites and the demand Aigshah for the chastisement of the
assassins led to Muslims preparing to fight agagesth other. Caliph
‘AlT got his supporters while the over- excited peophethe tragic
assassination got their supporters too1 tAbugh did not want to go to
war with them, he tried to sue for peace yet Altulbn Saba’ and his
henchmen made peaceful settlement a total failtre.various troubles
which confronted ‘Al ' from the inception of hiKhilafah mainly
accounted for his failure to suppress the treaclserebellion of
Mu‘awiyah. In men and resources Mwiyah was much stronger than
‘Al1. The Caliph was just a general and a brave soldidrereas
Mu‘awiyah his contender apart from being a clever b was a
shrewd diplomat. The barrage of problem coupled e formidable
rebellion of Talhah and Zubayr further weakendghsition of ‘Ali and
strengthened the hands of Mwiyah. To cap it, was the trouble being
fomented by the Kharijites who hated bothT,AMu‘awiyah and ‘Amr
bn alAs and thus planned to eliminate all of them.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. expatiate upon the battle of the camel
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. list names of the principal actors in the war araises of
rebellion

. discuss the battle of Siffin and the rise of theaKjites

. mention some of the causes oftA failure

. discuss the plan to assassinatd,'Muawiyah and Amr, and how
“AlT alone was eventually killed

. state more qualities of ‘Al

. assess the rightly guided Caliphs.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Battle of the Camel 656CE

Talhah and Zubayr were the principal actors thapldyed treachery
and revolt against Caliph ‘Al The battle was name@he Camel’
becauselishah the mother of the faithful who supportedtiie actors
rode on a camel. Caliph ‘Adid everything humanly possible to avoid
the war. He sued for peaceful settlement which materested people
did not like. These people wanted trouble at afits® that the Caliph
might not give his attention to deal with the mueds of ‘Uthnan. At
last, the inevitable battle took place and the sopenilitary talent of
‘AlT soon succeeded in vanquishing the rebels. Bothahaand Zubayr
were slaughtered while trying to escapéshah was also taken hostage.
Caliph ‘Ali treated her with utmost dignity and sent her bagk
Madinah. After the battle, ‘Alsettled in Kifah and established authority
in Bagrah.

In this battle, about 10,000 Muslims on both sittes their lives. ‘At
felt deeply moved because of the loss of Muslimoblo'AlT after the
battle took pledge of loyalty from the people ofsdén and appointed
‘Abdullah bn Ablas as the governor of B@h. He also gave general
amnesty to all those who fought against him inglgdother persons of
Bani Umayyah family.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

What was the battle of the camel all about? Sunsaahe events of the
battle.

3.2 Rebellion of Muawiyah and the Battle of Siffin
Mu‘awiyah bn Abu Sufyan who had always been on the rdcldli
had inordinate ambition to become the Caliph; tinesused the murder

of ‘Uthman to pursue his desire. Umayyad chief who had eststte in
Syria secured the support of his people so he becstnrengthened.
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Apart from the support of his kinsmen, he also mwest the Syrian
Arabs. With the support of people numbering thodsand enough
money at his disposal, he had many opportunitiesottest the post
with ‘Al1. He began the pursuit of his desire by discreglialiph ‘Al
in the eye of the Muslims. He dangerously spreas cdampaign of
calumny against ‘Al He went to the extent of exciting the feelingloé
people through the display of the relics of assatsd ‘Uthnan and the
chopped off fingers of his wife @ah) who tried to save him in the
mosque of Damascus. He (Mwiyah) also demanded that As¢hould
fish out ‘Uthrman’s murderers and bring then to book.

Mu‘awiyah who had enough support became intoxicatedreflesed to
recognise the leadership of AHe advanced with a large army and met
that of ‘Ali’'s at the filed of Siffin. Caliph ‘Al opted for peace but
Mu‘awiyah was hell bent that there could be no peacesanthe
murderers were produced and punished. Failureaohr@eace accord
led to a fierce battle. ‘Algallantly fought and cleared the field. Faced
with disastrous defeat, Mawiyah resorted to a trick by fastening copies
of the Qu’ran to the lances of the soldiers. This strategy binbube
fight to a halt and Muawiyah escaped.

A conclusion was thereafter reached that the desphbuld be referred
to two arbitrators who would mediate-Mwiyah was represented by
the shrewd ‘Amr bn alAs while Abu Musa al-Ash'arstood in for ‘Al.
Surprisingly, the soldiers of ‘Al who had earlier clamored for
arbitration denounced it. They said that arbitratiy men is sinful that
genuine arbitration belongs to Allah only. TAYho had given his word
for arbitration did not agree to renew fighting. Bys, 12,000 of his
solider left his camp and began to forment trouislethe empire
particularly in Iraq. These people were known ag tkharijites
(Khawarij) secceeders. ‘Al took arms against them and beat them
severely. The arbitration thus ended in a farceabse ‘Amr bn-al- As
suggested that both Mawiyah and ‘Al should be deposed and fresh
election to take place for the position of the @lali Abu Musa Al-
Ash‘arn acceded to his suggestion. Though 1‘Aartly saw the
proceeding of the arbitration as very treacherdésj lost in the
arbitration while Muiwiyah gained equality. Meanwhile, the trouble
being created at home by the Kharijites and othsade it difficult for
‘Al 1 to decisively deal with Mawiyah. He therefore concluded a treaty
with him and this settled the dispute.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Explain the causes, way and manner of the rebelldn
Mu‘awiyah against ‘Al.
2. Give account of the battle of Siffin and its out@m
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3.3 Assassination of ‘Al, His Qualities and Achievements

The troubleshooters in the land hated the compmnaiached by Caliph
‘AlT with Mu‘awiyah. The Kharijites planned to eliminate 1Al
Mu‘awiyah and ‘Amr bn al-As and choose a Caliph of their own. They
therefore selected three assassins. The trio aogotd plan were to
strike at their assailants (the three personalis¢she same time on the
same day. The appointed assassins were Abdur- Raehtuam, Bark
bn ‘Abdullah and ‘Amr bn-Bark. Early hour of 17tth Ramadan40AH
was fixed for the operation.

As scheduled, the three appointedaKji assassins went straight to the
respective houses of the targeted people on thedf/Ramadan in the
year661CE (40AH) to carry out the dastardly act. Two of the Assess
missed their targets. Mawiyah narrowly escaped with a scratch, ‘Amr
bn-al- ‘As who was sick did not turn out either. Abdur — Rahnthe
zealot who happened to be the third assassin strgelere blow at ‘Al
while he was going to observe his morning praygeheMosque. It was
a fatal blow, which led to the death of {Ahree days later. Before his
death, he asked the Muslims to slay the appreheadsdssin (lbn
Muljam) if the inevitable came. He also called as $ons and advised
them to embrace Islam and be good to the Muslineswks 60 years old
at the time of his death and he ruled for abowg frears. His real grave
is not known because his son Hasan exhumed his foodythe grave
where he was buried because of the fear of theijtharwho might
come and mutilate it. He buried him in an unknovace.

‘AlT's Qualities and Achievements

He was the best- hearted Muslim that ever lived.

He lived a very simple and ascetic life.

He was so meticulous and scrupulous in maintaitiegdeals of Islam.
He adhered strictly to the principle Biaytu '|-mil and never spent a
single farthing from the treasury on himself or takatives.

His death saw the end of Islamic Republic and idegk of Islam.
Mu‘awiyah transformed the Islamic Republic to a “Mulid dynasty.
Madinah, the An& and Arabs lost their influence in the Kafidh.
Supremacy of Damascus and Syrian Arabs was intemtun the
empire.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. How did the Kharijites hatch and carry out th@an to eliminate
Caliph ‘Ali?

2. Highlight some of the qualities of ‘Aland state his
achievements.

3. How would you rate the performance ofTAl
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3.3 Assessment of the Rightly Guided Caliphs

Undoubtedly, the period within which the rightlyided Calphs ruled
was the most glorious age in the history of Isldrhe period lasted
thirty years between 632 661CE During this period, none of the
traditions, ideals and policies of the Prophet Muhsad was jettisoned
by his successors. His ideals and teachings wdnerrperpetuated by
these noble successors. The period nourished apdlgrsed the

democratic ideals of Islam and initiated a Statéjctv the Muslims

looked up to with pride and satisfaction.

No Caliph was ordinarily nominated for tkéilafah; rather, they were
appointed througtshira system. They were all consensus candidates.
This is so because the institution of the Caliphags and remains a
sacred office. Thus, whoever occupies it must at fee appointed based
on Shira and general consent.

The period of the orthodox Caliphs was momentoushistory. It
consolidated and saved Islam. It also laid thesbakigreatness of the
Muslims. The pioneer Caliph Abu Bakr saved Islabonfrcracking and
the Muslims from division on the issue of successmleadership after
the demise of the Holy Prophet (S). He also saskn from the great
danger of apostasy and pseudo-prophets. ‘Umar Hikepredecessor
consolidated Islam, reformed the vices- ridden Agamnd converted the
wild sons of the desert into a disciplined race.ldddt a strong empire
comprising Egypt, Iraq, Palestine, Persia and Syria

The third Caliph ‘Uthran also added colour to the flag of Islam. His
reign witnessed expansion of Islamic empire in@msia and Tripoli.
The last Caliph 'Al did everything humanly possible to sustain the
Caliphate. He witnessed a lot of internal squabhbles$ wrangling. He
displayed magnanimity where he supposed to locsd&dwmd. His death
eventually saw the end of State of Islam in the $6aCE

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Give a bird’s eye view assessment of the periodhefrightly guided
Caliphs rules.

4.0 CONCLUSION

It was not easy for Caliph ‘Alto find his bearings because of
innumerable difficulties coming through the troulslbooters. Despite
the fact that ‘Al displayed certain rare qualities his life was ¢hed.
The zealous and notorious killers eventually acd@hed their aim
when they eventually axed him down on the fatefay avhen he was
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going to serve his Lord. The republic that wouldvdh@ndured on was
therefore abruptly terminated.

The reluctance and conditions given by the subj@dtsslim) to ‘Al
before signing oath of allegiance and the eventuahdrawal of
allegiance by Talhah and Zubayr led to the battl¢he camel. Other
Muslims lost their precious lives in the Siffin tugh the shrewdness of
Mu‘awiyah who cunningly fasted th@ur’'an on the lances in order to
deceive ‘Ai. What more was the resentment of the 12,000 Khpaar
the arbitration of man rather than that of God #redr withdrawal from
‘AlT's camp. The unit also saw the magnanimity andeesdisplayed
by ‘AlT on Aishah the murder of the faithful.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt about the key figufel‘awiyah, Talhah,
Zubayr and Abdullah bn Saba’) who played promimergs in the civil
wars within the Muslim fold. You have also seen tlver-excitement of
some people on the tragic murder of ‘UdmmThe unit has also exposed
you to the inordinate ambition of Mawiyah to become the Caliph. The
unit also discussed the war strategy used byatiyah which brought
about arbitration of four men and his eventual g@rof equality with
‘Al 1 through treaty.

In this unit, we have described Ahs an embodiment of virtue. We
have also discussed the evil plans of his advesand highlighted
some of the causes of his failure and laxity, whagkntually resulted to
his murder. We took a cursory look at the perforoceamf all the
orthodox Caliphs and gave a bird’'s eye view assessof them.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. Write short notes on the battle of camel and Siffin
2. What role did Abu Musa al — Ash’ari and Amr bnZgd-play in

the arbitration between ‘Aknd Muawiyah?
3. Highlight some of the factors that led to the kidjiof Caliph ‘Al.
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The Umayyad Dynasty
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UNIT 1 THE FALL OF THE CALIPHATE AND
MU‘ AWIYAH'S FOUNDATION OF
THEUMAYYAD DYNASTY

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objective

3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Fall of the Caliphate
3.2  Muawiyah bn Al Sufyan (41 — 60 AH / 661 — 680)
3.3 Factors Responsible for Mwiyah’'s Assumption of the

Caliphate

3.4 Changes Introduced by [lyah to the Caliphate
3.5  Social Situation during Mawiyah’s Reign

4.0 Conclusion
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6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about how Mawiyah ascended to the seat of
Caliphate and introduced dynasty system into Islamvould interest
you to note that the inordinate ambition of Mwiyah to rulership in the
Muslim empire would only materialise consequentrupertain factors
which shall be dealt with in this unit. In other nds, this unit will
intimate you with the events that led to the saizof the caliphate by
Mu‘awiyah bn Abi Sufgn and how he succeeded in transforming the
Caliphate which was the commonwealth of Islam anteereditary affair
among the Umayyads.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of the unit, you should be able to:

. identify factors that contributed to the collap$ehe Caliphate
. discuss Muiwiyah's ascension to the seat of Caliphate.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Fall of the Caliphate

A number of factors contributed to the collapséhef Caliphate and the
rise of the Umayyads. These include:

1. Assassination of ‘Utham (R.A.) by the insurgents: The shrewd
Mu‘awiyah exploited the assassination of Caliph ‘Uginmto
discredit Caliph ‘Ai in the eyes of the Muslims. Thus
strengthened, he refused to recognisa ad Caliph and defied
his order. He demanded the immediate punishmenthef
murderers. Furthermore, he alleged thati ‘Bdboured some of
‘Uthman's murderers within his soldiers. He repulsiveigited
his followers unrelentingly. As a matter of face Henied ‘At
any chance to arrange for the punishment of thederars of
‘Uthman. However, soon afterwards, Mwiyah's ulterior
motives became obvious to Caliph 1A¥ho hoped to stabilise the
situation to enable him engage in other matters.

2. The Battle ofiffin in the Month of Safar 37AH: Subequent to
the murder of Caliph ‘Uthan bn 'Affan, ‘Al bn Alx Talib was
proclaimed as the fourth Caliph of the Muslim Conmvealth of
nation and the whole Muslim Ummah acknowledgedib. his
assumption of duty, all the governors against wibe people
had grievances were asked to resign and make [taceew
governors. They all agreed except Kuityah, the governor of
Syria. He refused to obey Caliph jAlremonstrated him and
alleged his complacency in the assassination ofrtdh. Not
only that, Caliph ‘At also instigated the Syrian Arabs against him
and made a large army. Caliph tAleemed it incumbent upon
himself to compel obedience from Mwiyyah and repel his
rebellion. Caliph ‘At moved at the head of 90,000 men while
Mu‘awiyah advanced with a large army numbering 80,0800 t
oppose the Caliph army. The two faced each othérarfield of
Siffin by the side of Euphrate’s river.

The fierce battle between the two sides lastedfdoty days.
Faced with a disastrous defeat, crafty Muyah on the advice of
his cunning associate, ‘Amr bn als fastened the copies of the
Qur‘an to the lances of the soldiers, and thus demanted t
reference of the dispute to tRur‘an. ‘Al1 saw into the trick and
ordered his soldiers to continue the battle. Howeks soldiers
clamoured to stop fighting. Therefore, fightinggted and they
were doomed to failure.
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At-Tahkm (Arbitration): After fighting stopped, it was deeid
that the dispute should be referred to two arlmtsat'‘Alr’'s side
was represented by AbMisa al-Ash‘af while the Syrians
appointed ‘Amr bn “I-As to be an arbitrator from Mawiyah's
side; the two sides assembled at a place knownaagriat-al
Jandal in the month of Ramadan Year 37 AH. It wascluded
that both ‘Af and Muawiyah should be deposed and fresh
election should take place in order to allow therhlh elect new
person that they are pleased with by mutual consent

Accordingly, Al Musa first declared the deposition of Caliph
‘AlT bn Abi Talib and his contender Mawiyah. ‘Amr bn “|-As,
on the other hand, feigned ignorance of the muwtaasensus and
proclaimed the installation of Mawiyah to the vacant seat of
Caliphate. This treacherous proceedings of thdratbrs enraged
‘AlT's party men and the arbitration ended in a farthis
proceeding among other things accounted for dimisamong
‘Al T's party as well as the emergence of Khaw(Kharijites) in
addition to an unflinching support of the Syrians Mu‘awiyah
and their inexhaustible sources of strength aeheccounted for
‘AlT's failure to suppress the rebellion of Mwiyah.

Assassination of ‘Alon the 7th of Ramadan 40 AH: Three
men among the Khaisj came to terms and plotted to murder
Caliph ‘Alf bn Al Talib, Mu‘awiyah and ‘Amr bn ‘lAs.
Accordingly, they set out to execute their plot.d&ib-Rahnan
ibn Muljam, the Kharij zealot, struck a severe blow atiAlhile
his two associate were both unsuccessful in theiesq to
assassinate the two remaining contenders;aMiyah and 'Amr.
Mu‘awiyah afterwards declared himself Caliph and caftachis
recognition. He then assumed the title of iA@l-Maminin, or
the Commander of the faithful. Syria and Egypt &l &s those
provinces that were under his possession recoghised

Abdication of Hasan bn ‘Afrom the Caliphate seat in favour of
Mu‘awiyah in the Year 41AH: This seems to be the largesle
that facilitated Muiwiyah’'s accesion to the seat of
Caliphate.That is to say that the Iragi Arabs agkedged Hasan
ibn ‘AlT as a sovereign leader after the assassinatiois ddther.
Mu‘awiyah thus invaded #fah with a large army intending to
remove the Caliph Hasan in statecraft and shrevedrids was
superior to his rival. Hasan on the other hand aded with Iraqi
armies to oppose the invasion but when they haltedtie city of
Madain, the Kifans proved very fickle in their support of Hasan
so Mu‘awiyah easily dispensed with him.
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Being disgusted with the fickle mindedness of thdak armies
while they sneaked away from him and obliged byduws peace
loving nature, Hasan agreed to abdicate in orderavoid
bloodshed of the Muslims. This was done on theradfecertain
conditions, which both the two parties agreed onthWhe
abdication of Hasan, Mawiyah became the undisputable Caliph
of Islam and this was designated as the year ¢f.par

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

List five factors that contributed to the ascensudrMu‘awiyah to the
seat of the Caliphate.

3.2 Mu‘awiyah bn Abi Sufyan (41 — 60 AH/ 661 — 680)

Mu‘awiyahh was the bn Abu Sufg bnSakhr bn Harb bn Umayyah bn
Abd Maraf. His mother was bint ‘Utbah bn Ralah. He was born at
Khayf in Mina, 15 years beforkijrah. He embraced Islam during the
conquest of Makkah. He was shrewd and perfect enatth of writing
and Mathematics. By the virtue of these qualitied being a brother in
law of the Prophet, he won the confidence of trepRet, was honoured
the position of the prophet's scribe and becamaifiegg. He took
prominent part in all Muslim conquest during thelyeédime of the pious
Caliphs in Syria and was appointed to govern Josdlaie his brother
Yazid bn Abu Suf§in was appointed to rule Syria. After the latter’'s
death, Muawiyah eventually succeeded his brother to the guwship
of Syria. Thus, he had at his disposal the enéiseurces of the vast and
fertile provinces of Syria until after the death'l@thman.

Mu‘awiyah ruled over the entire Syria provinces for o2 years
during the reign of Caliph ‘Umar and eventually jsigfated it during the
course of his rebellion with Caliph ‘Abn Abi Talib. He was finally
proclaimed as the Caliph as an aftermath of thération proceeding
which further the struggle between him andi:Al

As Hasan bn ‘Al agreed to abdicate the seat of the Caliphateviaur
of Mu‘awiyah, Mu‘awiyah eventually became the undisputed Caliph of
the Muslim empire in the 41 AH as we have previpusentioned.

It must be recalled that thetkans elected Hasan the eldest son of ‘Al
to the khilafah and the people of Madinah recognised him as their
Caliph at the same time Mawiyah who had contested the position with
‘AlT declared himself at Damascus. Syrians and Eggugnised him
too.
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Being at vantage position, Mawiyah planned to remove Hasan and
invaded Kufah with a large army. Hasan was foraedake the field.
Qays his faithful general was sent to arrest theaace of the invading
army of Muiwiyyah while himself stayed with the main army at
Madinah. At this time Muwiyah displayed his shrewdness and
militarism thus surpassing his rival. Besides, Kli#ans proved fickle in
their support of Hasan thus Mwiyah easily dispensed with him.

Hasan became disgusted with the fickle mindedné#iseoKufans and
obliged by his peace — loving nature agreed to cabeiin favour of
Mu‘awiyah on the condition that his younger brother &uswould be
made Caliph after Mawiyah. This and other conditions were agreed
upon by the two parties having avoided bloodshethefMuslims and
agreeing on the terms, Hasan abdicated the throde Mu‘awiyah
became the undisputable Caliph of Islam.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
Give a brief profile of Muawiyah and how he assuroffcte as Caliph.

3.3 Factors Responsible for Muiwiyah's Assumption of the
Caliphate

A number of factors contributed to the eventuakas®mn of Muiwiyah
to the Caliphate. First, the assisination of ‘Utimmbn Affan and the
failure of ‘Ali his successor to expose and punish the assailags
exploited by Muawiyah. It led to his discrediting ‘Aland his refusal to
carry out ‘Alf s order by resignation. Also, his instigation lo¢ tSyrian
Arabs against ‘Al contributed to Mawiyah’s becoming the Caliphh at
last.

Another factor that aided the enthronement of dMuyah was the war
strategies he adopted in ti3&ffin war whereby copies of the Holy
Quran were fastened on swords and lances; and the alatmo the
‘Al T's soldiers to stop war. Another factor was theegion displayed
by ‘Amr bn al-‘As, one of the arbitrators in the dispute between ‘Al
and Muawiyah.

Other factor is the division among 7 party and emergence of
Khawarij coupled with immense support Mawiyah received from the
Syrians.

Besides the above factors was the failure of thewshj to murder
along with “Al1 other two contenders (Mawiyah and ‘Amr bn alAs)
and the eventual abdication of Hasan bri #fdm the Caliphate seat in
favour of Mu‘awiyah in the year 41 A.H. The stand of Hasan tate
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avenue for peace in the empire seemed to be tigeskastride that
facilitated Muawiyah's accession to the seat of Caliphate.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Enumerate the factors that facilitated ®wiyah's ascension to the seat
of Caliphate.

3.4 Changes Introduced by Musiwiyah to the Caliphate

The accession of Mawiyah to the seat of th&hilafah became a
turning point in the history of Islam. Shortly afthis accession, he
ensured the removal of the Islamic capital from Mal to Damascus.
This led to the loss of the imperial position of difeah and Kufa in the
politics of Khilafah. The Arabs also lost their ascendancy and prietieg
position in theKhilafah. Mu‘awiyah ensured that the ascendancy and
aristocracy of the Syrian Arabs were establishetthénArab empire. He
thus removed the influence of the ¢an

Mu‘awiyah followed the policy of ruining the family dfAl1 so that
rivalry to the tool of authority between the Hasldes and the
Umayyad might cease forever.

The Khilafah of Mu‘awiyah also saw the revival of the old tribal feuds
and spirit of the Arabs including the resurfacing tbe animosity
between the Yemen and BHdj Arabs. He did this partly due to his
faction’s tendency and partly for the interest fihilafah.

Another momentous change in théilafah of Mu‘awiyah was the
transformation of the Republic of Islam into morrc He simply
terminated the democratic commonwealth and condethie Khilafah
into a "Mulk". His nomination of Y&d his son as successor to the tool
on 679 CE established the dynastic rule of his lfamithe Caliphate.
Mu‘awiyah in doing this employed persuasion, inducensatd cajolry

to obtain allegiance of the principal men of thepem for his successor
in his presence. He through this technically andntgly introduced
hereditary principle of succession and suppressecklective principle
employed throughout the periods of the pious Caliph

Mu‘awiyah was the first monarch in the history of Islafe converted
theBayt al — Mil into his personal property; utilised, spent arspdsed
of it at will without caring for the purpose thBayti “I-Mal" was meant
for.

Mu‘awiyah threw into the dustbin the simplicity whichazacterised the
pious Caliphs. He surrounded himself with splenbadlyguards who

69



ISL271 TRESHTLY GUIDED CALIPHS AND THE UMAYYADS

followed him anywhere he went. He involved in pongpandeur and
pageantry befitting a Persian or Byzantine Emprat aot a successor
of the rightly guided Caliphs such as Abu Bakr dswahar.

He also introduced royal throne and set up a bomsde the Mosque
reserved mainly for the exclusive use of the Callph also introduced
the reading of FridaiKhutbahwhile sitting.

A change, which seemed remarkable, was the disgaafithe “Shra "
council of elders. Muwiyah erased the system of consultation and
maintained the absolute power of the ruler.

Finally Mu‘awiyah pioneered the system of becoming addicted to
sensuality pleasure and conviviality rather thampdicity and piety.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Highlight some of the changes that were introducetthe political and
spiritual arenas during the rulership of Mwiyah.

3.5 Social Situation during Mu‘awiyah’s Reign

The accesion of Mawiyah to the throne brought about the emergence
of three different sects each of which had a dieetgopinion which
they thought should form the basis of electing ailddoe Caliph to the
throne. Those sects include:

1. The Partisans of the Umayyads: These were of twegoses:
Al-Murji'ah: They were those that made peace with all and never
accused any one of disbelief. They gave preferetacean
established fact and mutually accorded the Umayyidesr
allegiance.The second category included the peé&t®and those
that sought for political appointments.

2. Ash-Sitah (The Shites): They were the supporters of 1Adnd
his offsprings. They favoured Caliph A&nd his offsprings to
the throne. They asserted that TAdnd his offspring had the
testamentary claim to the Caliphate than anyone. éer that
reason they refused to accord the dynasty ofaMiyah any
recognition but considered him as a usurper.

Ash-Sitah were carrying on their activities against the
Umayyad's administrators in Kufa, they defied anotgsted the
authority of the governor. Although they took up harms in
their activities they resisted the blackmail of iGal‘Al1.

Hajar bn Ad was the leading figure in the repulsive activitide
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championed the course of leading rebellion agahsgirah bn
Shu ‘bah, the governor of Kufa and Zdybn Sumayyah his
successor. Eventually, Hajar and his associates amreested and
banished to Damascus. They were mercilessly trackaan
during the course of their journey before theyvadi the capital
city.

Insurgent activities were gradually disappearingaose of this
tragic events but it is only done secretly.

3. Al-Khawarij (The Kharijites) They had the notion that the
seat of Caliphate should not be a hereditary mwyatwut a
potential right of every Muslim that possessed tlequired
qualities. They upbraided the dynasty of Ruiyah. The
Umayyad’s Caliphate according to them was absuhime it
was devoid of mutual consultation. It lacked crddib Thus, the
group saw the Umayyads as usurpers.

The Kharijites deem it lawful to shed blood andoeiproperty
from anyone who is insubordinate to them. For teason, they
began spreading sedition and trouble in the empirdraq and
Kifah, even the position of the Caliph was far froeecise. No
sooner than Muawiyah had established his position as the
Caliph that Farwal ibn Nawfal al-Ashjgd’,revolted against him
and attacked #fah. It took the intervention of thetfah Arabs
out of intimidation by the Caliph before he wasafiy killed.

Then emerged another dissident from the same reggmned
Mustawrad bn ‘Alf a't-Taym. Al Mugirah unleashed his forces
on him eliminated him and dispersed his troops.

Having settled with the above menace of the Khasjithe

Umayyads had to contend with other rebellious #wt® that

were spearheaded by Abu BilMurad bn ‘Adi. It took the

formidable efforts of Ubaydullah ibn Zag the then governor of
Kufa to overcome him. He unleashed his forces on &nd he

was eventually eliminated and his union was digzers

In this manner, all insurgent activities were flpasuppressed
and the position of Mawiyah was finally secured. He could
finally place his dynasty on a stable and solichfdation.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

Describe thesocial situation during Mawiyah'’s reign.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

The inordinate ambition Matwiyah had in rulership led to the optimum
utilisation of his potentials. His shrewdness, oigmg capability,
administrative ingenuity and constructive statesshgm gave him an
upper hand over his rivals. The solidarity givenMa‘awiyah by his
immediate family members and the loyalty the Sysiaonstituted the
source of his strength. This led to his transfognihe Khilafah into
hereditary monarchy of the Umayyad.

He discarded theMajlis Shira" system of consultation and maintained
authoritarianism. Despite all the anomalies heothiced into the
Islamic State, he was credited to have been theepioof many good
things such as establishment afr@nu | — Barid, Diwanu | — Khitam
and building the Arab navy.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have discussed the early historyMu‘awiyah and
factors that facilitated his accession to Caliphdtee unit has equally
highlighted some of the reasons that accounted tlier successes
recorded by Muiwiyah during his Caliphate. The unit has equally
explained some of the changes brought intokthiézfah by Mu‘awiyah

as well as his administrative prowess includingtags he left behind in
the dynasty.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Highlight the factors responsible for the fall dfet Orthodox

Caliphate.

2. Examine the military ingenuity of Caliph Mawiyah bn Ah
Sufyan.

3. Mu‘awiyah was said to involve in calumny and bitternéss

achieving his political ambition. Discuss.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The foregoing unit has offered you an insight te fill of the era of the
four rightly guided caliphs and the transformatairShira consultative

system into establishment of Umayyad dynasty. Thegrbphy of

Mu‘awiyah who was responsible for the transformatiois, dualities,

the social situation during his reign were all gisesented briefly. This
unit continues the contribution of the man Muawiyatthe history and
civilisation of Islam.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss the consolidation and expansion of the Igl@mic
territories in the Eastern frontiers during Nwiyah's reign

. give account of the conquests and expansion inWestern
Provinces (Africa: South Sahara) during the -caliphaf
Mu‘awiyah

. discuss theconquest and expansion in the Byzantine territories
during the reign of Muiwiyah

. discuss Mu‘awiyah's administrative efficiency, his characters,

death and  legacies

. highlight the causes of Mawiyah's success and his death

. discuss Yazid's succession to the throne, the eBaftlKarbala
and others fought during his tenure.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Expansion and Consolidation in the Eastern Teitories

In the east, the Muslims completed the subjugatiod conquest of
some territories like Hah and Kabl the two provinces of Sijish.
Those two provinces revolted against the authaitg refused to pay
Jizyah The period Muiwiyah consolidated his government sequel the
struggle between him and Caliph 1AMu‘awiyah ordered his soldiers
to march towards the two territories where theyewvsubjugated and
compelled to payizyahto the Islamic empire.

Similarly, Mu‘awiyah through the policy of expansion establishied t
supremacy of his dynasty over the frontiers of Samtl eventually
conquered Bukirah in 45 AD and Samarqgand later in 47 AH.

3.2 Conguest and Expansion in Africa (Westren Sahara)

Mu‘awiyah, troubled by the raids of the Romans from Kwath, sent
Amr’s lieutenant Ugbah bn #i‘i for further expansion within the
provinces of Northern Africa in 50 AH. This was @amicably and on
an Islamic principle. He later proceeded towards \tfeestern direction
and eventually took possession of the whole NoffticA. He forcefully
dislodged the Romans and annexed the territorggoArab empire. He
later advanced with his forces towards the shoratlaintic Ocean. In
55 AD, he founded the city of Qayrawto become a fortress for the
Muslims against any external assault. Soon aftefsydre was relieved
of his duty in North Africa, then remained isolatadtil the end of
Mu‘awiyah'’s Caliphate. Abu-Al Mjir who was an associate of Muslima
bn Mujahid, the governor of Syria was appointediitooffice.

3.3 Conquest and Expansion in the Byzantine Territories

After he had consolidated his position as the @aliMu‘awiyah
projected a naval expedition that is made up of thmisand seven
hundred naval fleet under the crown prince a7 his expedition was
sent against Constantinople.

The Caliph had to utilise all time of the seasonljoth the land and sea
forces, but the most significant expansion was llwed and sea
expedition that was launched against the Byzantife expedition
conquered Constantinople in 48 AH under Sofjpn ‘Awf and the
crown prince Yam bn Muawiyah. Some leading Companions took part
except that the expedition could not achieve itsulte the strong
position of the Roman's capital baffled the atteampf the Arabs
because of the insurmountable barriers createché@yRbmans and the
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havoc made by the blazing fire as a result of ttechk by the Greeks.
This however indicated an immense strength of theslivhs in the
battlefield; advancing towards the Byzantine cdpgaconsidered as a
great military achievement and supreme self-confidein themselves
and in Almighty Allah. With rare and courage theyuld overcome an
adverse situation.

They also captured a naval base in Cyprus and kiaely temporary
occupation of Rhodes and Crete from the handseoRtbhman.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Highlight the conquest and expansion of the Isla®iate during the
tenure of Muawiyah as Caliph.

3.4 Mu‘awiyah's Administrative Efficiency, Characters,
Death and Legacies

Mu‘awiyah brought about tremendous changes in the asimation of
the country and built up a well-organised governm@uwt of the chaotic
situation, Muawiyah developed an orderly society. He was foragd t
find a new basis for the cohesion of the Empirejctvthas become
decentralised due to a general instability and tzfclnity. At that time,
the theocratic bond, which had held together thdy éaaliphate had
been irrevocably destroyed by the murder of “Uthithe (Siffin) civil
war that followed it and the removal of the capitadm Madinah to
Damascus. Considering all these difficulties, MuYyah thus
transformed the religious sovereignty into a secugtate without
completely removing the religious element in theegoance.

At first instance, he ensured that his governmeas Wwound based on
strong and efficient army. He thus relied on bigal and faithful Syrian
army who stood by him in the gravest hours of peril

Mu‘awiyah had to his credit being the first in Islametstablish Registry
DepartmentDiwan al-Khatam), whereby every ordinance issued by the
Caliph was to be documented in a register whileattiginal one was to
be sealed and dispatched to its destination.

Postal service Oiwanu | — Bafd) was equally established by
Mu‘awiyah. The post masteBérid) was in position to inform the
central government as to what was going on in thmevipcial
administration and through this medium MNwiyah enforced the
authority of the central government.
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Mu‘awiyah established two secretariats, the centralg@osgincial. The
central was the imperial one whose medium was Aratiile the
provincial at the periphery used the Greek andi®etanguages.

Mu‘awiyah in order to check the power of the governatsthe
provinces put the governors in charge of politiadministration and
appointed special officers for the collection oe@sue. The officers
bore the title Sazibu “I-Khaj". This officer was independent of the
governor, he reported to the Caliph directly ane governor himself
depended on him for money to run his administration

Mu‘awiyah was also the first Arab ruler to build thealrnavy. He
started doing this when he was a governor of Sjuiang the caliphate
of "Uthman bn Affan. The foundation of the Arab navy which he laid
became supreme in the Eastern Mediterranean sen dhis Khilafah.
Mu‘awiyah followed a very liberal policy towards the i@&ians and
other non-Muslims in his empire. His wife Maysurhgetmother of
Yazid was a Christian. He appointed Christians in hidfices; his
physician and poet laureate were also Christiarns. di$played his
generosity to the Christians by rebuilding theiumrnes, which was
demolished by 