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INTRODUCTION

CRS 113: Bible Geography is designed to show how the land of both
Old and New Testament Bible, climate, seasons &melr components
of the geography, including the people and theltuce, are reflected or
mirrored in the Christian Bible. The aim is to help the better
understanding of both the Bible and Geography.

The course is a foundation level course. It is labée to all students of
Christian Theology, and it is suitable for othardgnts in the humanities
and the sciences, especially for the liberal, bnodtted scientist.

The course consists of 15 study units and is stredtinto three modules
of 5 study units each. Although the study arearaaterial are basically
foreign, relating to far away Bible land as welltasa book written by

multiple authors, over several millennia and coriggdeabout two

thousand years ago, the material in the course,thie Bible, is fresh

and is relevant to all cultures and times.

This course guide tells you briefly what the coussabout, what you
are expected to know in each study unit, what @uraterials you will

be using and how you can work your way through éhesterials. It

also emphasizes the need for tutor-marked assigsmé&imere are

periodic tutorial classes, among others, as shovtha table of contents
of this document.

Finally, the course will be of great help to botiblB and Geography
students by providing aridge for safe crossing between both. In other
words, the theologian will “operate on the grounddther than in
abstract, while the geographer will develop the Imue eded spiritual
dimension. In both cases knowledge is advanced.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN IN THISCOURSE

Bible Geography is designed and produced to heldesits grasp the
content of the Bible in its geographical, cultuaald historical settings.
The course also shows how a proper knowledge of¢lography of the
Bible land helps in better comprehending the caraéthe Bible.

Accordingly, during the course, you will learn tlekefinitions and
connotations of geography, Bible and Bible landuYwll also learn the
geographical attributes of the Bible land, espécthle physical (rocks,
soils, vegetation, landforms/landscapes, watematk, etc.) and human
(people, culture, society, religion, etc.) And hthvese relate to the
content/message of the Bible. Specifically, thersewvill elaborate the
close links between the physical and the spiritnathe way physical
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and human, including man-made (artificial) objeectames) are used in
the Bible to convey profound spiritual truths. Imdd@ion, proper

understanding of the content of this course wilsistsyou in the

understanding of several other courses. Alsolarsdgebetween religion

(the Bible) and science/social sciences (geographig) course will help

students of other courses, especially in the hutieanisocial sciences
and the sciences, in addition to its more specifictribution to better
grasping of theological education.

COURSE AIMS

The aim of this course can be summarised as thigading you to the
understanding of:

I The geography of the Bible land

. The relationship between, on the one hand, theigdiyieatures
and, on the other hand, the cultural, socio-p@litend religious
life of the Bible people, whether in the immediaetastituency of
Palestine or that of the wider area with Bible wrét

Iii. The close link between the physical and the spirias found in
the Bible.

V. The message of the Bible of “what the Bible is sgYyias different
from “what is in the Bible”.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

To achieve the aim set out above, there is a seibgctives, both
general and for each course as well as for the hlasdhereof. It is
advisable that you pay attention to these objestasethey are set out at
different stages of the course. They should asgst to assess the
extent to which the materials at each stage meeta@hobjectives.

The following are the overall objectives of the s®) or what you are
expected to know and do on the successful complefithe course:

a) Identify some of the various ways in which gaphy is defined
and conceived

b) Explain the scope, methods and content of ggatyr

C) Appreciate the nature and characteristic festuof the Bible
land, particularly in its restricted (Palestineygpective.

d) Describe the geography (physical, human, cailfwetc.) of the
Bible land

e) Identify the spiritual connotations, applicatgoand significance
of the physical and human landscapes of the Béid, in both
the restricted and expanded scopes.

f) Appreciate the cultural heritage of the Isreelipeople as
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represented by the Bible
WORKING THROUGH THIS COURSE

To successfully complete this course, you are reduio read and

carefully study all the 15 course units, and rehd tecommended

sources. Each course unit, as well as parts thehesf self-assessment
exercise(s). Also, at designated points in the smuyou are required to
complete submit assignments assessment purposdbeAdnd of the

course, there will be a final examination. The ltatarks will be shared

between the assignments and the final examinat®axplained below.

COURSE MATERIALS

There are four major components of the course,ueiud this course
guide. These are:

1. Study units

2. Textbooks

3. Assignments’ file

4, Presentation schedule
STUDY UNITS

The following is the outline of the 15 study urnafsthis course, divided
into 3 modules of 5 study units each.

Modulel Introductory Geography and the Geography of the

Bible
Unit 1 Definitions, Scope and Content of Geograghic
Knowledge
Unit 2 Branches/Types of Geographical Knowledge
Unit 3 Introduction to the Geography of tBile
Unit 4 The Bible Land 1: Definition and Delimitation
Unit 5 The Bible Land 2: Nature and Charactersstic

Module2 ThePhysical Geography of the Bible Land

Unit 1 The Land and Landscapes of Israel/Bibled_a

Unit 2 The Waters and Water Bodies of Israel/Bldad

Unit 3 The Trees, Shrubs and Grasses of Isrd##/Biand

Unit 4 The Animals and Birds of Israel/Bible Land

Unit 5 The Elements, Climates and Seasons ot¢li&ible Land
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Module3 The People and Society Life (Human Geography) of
| srael/BibleLand

Unit 1 Nations and Peoples of Israel/Bible Land

Unit 2 Religion and Religious Worship in Israelbi Land
Unit 3 Home and Family Life in Israel/Bible Land

Unit 4 Work and Society in Israel/Bible Land

Unit 5 A created Earth sacred to God

Textbooks and Refer ences
Main:

Alexander Pat (EditorJhe Lion Encyclopedia of the Bible: Life and
Times, Meaning and Message, a Comprehensive Grragand:
Lion Publishing Plc, Herts.:

Baly, D (1957).The Geography of the Bible: A Study in Historical
GeographyNew York: Harper & Bros. Publishers. 303pp

Dockey D.S. et al (Eds)Holman Bible HandbookHolman Bible
Publishers.  Nashville: Tn. 894pp

Faniran, A. (2001).Nature in the Bible: A Commentary on God’s
Revelation in His CreationSacred — Earth Monograph Series
2: Ibadan: Man & Nature Study Action Centre, 207pp

Faniran, A. (2001)Man as God's Image.Sacred — Earth Ministry
Monograph Series 1. Ibadan: Man & Nature Studya@xcentre,
34pp.

Faniran, A. (2004)Tenants on Earth: A Compilation of Sermons on
God, Humans and the EartBacred — Earth Ministry Monograph
Series 5. Ibadan: Man & Nature Study Action Cerit65pp.

Stott, John, (1984)Jnderstanding the Biblé€england: Scripture Union,
Bletchlaj 192pp.

Others(Supplementary)

Areola, O & S.I. Okafor (eds), (199&0 Years of Geography Migeria:
The Ibadan StoryJniversity of Ibadan Press, 474pp.

Ayeni, B. and Faniran A. (1990)Geographical Perspectives on

Nigeria's Developmenhligerian Geographical Association, Dept.
of Geography. University of Ibadan, 335pp.

Vii
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Douglas, I, R. Huggett and M. Robinson, (1998). Companion
Encyclopedia of Geography.ondon: The Environment and
Humankind Rutledge: 1021pp.

ASSIGNMENT FILE

In this file, you will find all the details of thassignments you must
submit to your tutor for marking. The mark you obtan these
assignments will count towards the final mark fbistcourse,
in the ratio of 30:70.

ASSESSMENT

Your assessment will be based in tutor-marked asstgts (TMA),
seminars and written examination. You are expedtedapply the
information, knowledge techniques acquired durihg tourse. The
assignments must be submitted to your tutor withm period of the
deadline. These assignments will count for 30%ouifryotal mark.

At the end of the course, you will need to sitdédinal written two- hour
examination for the remaining 70% mark for the seur

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Assignment questions for the units are compilethénAssignment File.
You should be able to complete your assignment frimeninformation
and material contained in your course (study unmajerial as well as
the references. However, you are advised to corshkr relevant
sources, including the Internet, to broaden andrpgm your
understanding of the course material.

When you have completed each assignment, seondéther with a TMA
form, to your tutor. Make sure that each assignmeathes your tutor
on or before the deadline given. If, however, yanrot possibly
complete your assignment on time, contact your rtuiefore the
assignment is due, to discuss the possibility afxdansion.

FINAL EXAMINATION GRADING
The two-hour examination will consist of questiombkich reflect the

type of self-testing practice exercise and tutorked problems you
have come across. All areas of the course willdsessed.
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COURSE MARKING SCHEME

The final course mark will be distributed as follw

DE

(S.

Assessment Mark

Tutor-marked assignments Four assignments, besé thnmarksof
the four count at 30% of course mark

Final Examinatior 70%

Total 100%

Table1l: Course Mark Allocations

COURSE OVERVIEW

Table 2 brings together the units, the weeks topteta them and the
accompanying assignments.

Table2: Course Organiser
Weeks [End of Unit

Unit[Title of Work/Study Unit Activity/Assessment
Courst Guide

Module 1 I ntroductory Geography and the Geography of the Bible

1 |Definitions, Scope and Content of 1 Assignmen
Geographial Knowledge 1

2 |Branches/Types of Geographical 2 2
Knowledge

3 |Introduction to the Geography of the 3 3
Bible

4 The Bible Land 1: A Definition and 4 4
Delimitation

5 [The Bible Land 2: 5 5
Nature/Chracteristcs

Module 2 The Physical Geography of the Bible Land

1 [The Land and Landscapes of 6 6
Israel/Bible Lanc

2 [The Waters and Water Bodies of 7 7
Israel/Bible Lanc

3 [The Plants and Shrubs of Israel/Bible 3 3
Lanc
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4 The Animals and Birds of|9 9
Israel/Bible Lanc

5 The Elements, Climates and Seasdrts 10
of Israel/Bible Lanc

Module3  ThePeopleand Society Life (Human Geogr aphy) of
| srael/BibleLand

1

2 Religion and Religious Worshipn|12 12
Israel/Bible Lanc and the Bible

3 Home and Family Life insrael/Bibl¢13 13
Lanc and the Bible

4 Work and Society in Israel/Bibleangl4 14
anc the Bible

5 A Createl Eartl Sawred to Goc 15 15

16 Revisior 16

17 Examination 17

HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM THIS COURSE

In distance learning, the study units replace thigaxsity lecturer. This
is one of the advantages of distance learning yaican read and work
through specifically designed study materalyour own pace, and at a
time and place that suit you bestou should see them (study unit
materials) as reading lectures, instead of lisggnio them in the
classroom. In the same way that a lecturer mighy®e some reading to
do, the study units also tell you when to read ytmxt materials or
recommended books. You are provided exercises tatdappropriate
points just as a lecturer might give you class @ses.

Each of the study units follows a common formate Tinst item is an
introduction to the subject matter of the unit dwosdv a particular unit is
integrated with the other units and the course af@e. Next to this is
a set of learning objectives. These objectivesytat know what you
should be able to do by the time you have complétedunit. These
learning objectives are meant to guide your stiitie moment a unit is
finished, you must go back and check whether yote lechieved the
stated objectives. If this is made a habit, then yoll significantly
improve your chance of passing the course.

The main body of the unit guides you through thyuned reading from

other sources. This will usually be either from yoecommended books,
other reading material or from the residual knowgkeaf your tutor.

If you run into any trouble, telephone your tutowveit the study centre,
nearest to you for assistance. Remember that wbar's job is to help

you. When you need help, therefore, don't hesitatmall and ask him to
provide it.
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The following is a practical strategy for workigaough thecourse: Read
this Course Guide thoroughly, several times to endbat the
message gets really across to you.

I Organise a study schedule. Refer to the ‘Courserviawe’ for
more details. Note the time you are expected tm¢mn each
unit and how the assignments relate to the unitgportant
information, e.g. details of your tutorials and tege of the first
day of the Semester, is available at the studyreeMbu need to
gather together all this information in one plasach as your
dairy or a wall calendar. Whatever method you choims use,
you should decide on and write in your own dategézh unit.

. Once you have created your own study schedldegverything
you can to stick to it. The major reason why stusldail is that
they get behind with their course work. If you geb difficulties
with your schedule, please let your tutor know befbis too late
for help.

iii. Turn to unit 1 and read the introduction ahe objectives for the
unit.

V. Assemble the study materials. Information gbebat you need
for a unit is given in the overview at the begirqhof each unit.
You will almost always need both the study unit ywa working
on and one or more of your recommended books on desk at
the same time.

V. Work through the unit. The content of the uiself has been
arranged to provide a sequence for you to follow.y&u work
through the units you will be instructed as to wtmatead from
your set book(s).

Vi. Keep in touch with the study centre. Up-toedaburse information
will be continuously available there.

vi.  Well before the relevant due dates (about deks before due
dates), check on the Assignment at the study centid¢ake note
of your next required Assignment. Keep in mind tlat will
learn a lot by doing the assignments carefully asdthey fall
due. Do not allow backlog. They have been desigodwlp you
meet the objectives of the course and, therefoii,help you
pass the examination. Submit all assignments riet than the
due date

viii. Again, on the exercises/assignment, you wicover that these
are placed both within (under each major sectionl) @& the end
of the unit. Some of the sectional exercises ae ased as TMA
at the end. You are free to undertake the assigheier section
by section or together at the end. The assignnaetshowever
graded per unit at not section by section.

Xi
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IX. Review the objectives for each study unit tunform that you
have achieved them. If you feel unsure about anlyebbjectives,
review the study materials again and again andiosult your
tutor.

X. When you are confident that you have achievexlitts objectives,
you can then go on to the next unit. Proceed,mniinit, through
the course and try to plan your study such thatkemp yourself
on schedule.

Xi. When you have submitted an assignment to fugor for marking,
do not wait for its return before starting on thextnunit. Keep to
your schedule. When the assignment is returned,ppatycular
attention to your tutor's comments, both on theortuharked
assignment form and also written on the assignnt@orisult your
tutor as soon as possible if you have any questiopsoblems.

xii.  After completing the last unit, review the wwse and prepare
yourself for the final examination. Check that ywave achieved
the unit objectives (listed at the beginning of keanit) and the
course objectives (listed in this Course Guide).

FACILITATORSTUTORSAND TUTORIALS

There are 8 hours of tutorials provided in supmdrthis course. You

will be notified of the dates, times and locatidnie@se tutorials, together
with the name and phone number of your tutor, asnsas you are

allocated a tutorial group.

Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignrselkeep a close
watch on your progress and on any difficulties, yught encounter and
provide assistance to you during the course. Yostmail your tutor-
marked assignments to your tutor well before the date (at least two
working days are required). They will be marked your tutor and
returned to you as soon as possible.

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor by teleph@amail or by a visit to
the study centre, if you need help. The followingimh be circumstances
in which you would find help necessary. Contactnytoor if:

I You do not understand any part of the study synithe
assignment(s) or assigned readings

. You have difficulty with any exercise.

lii.  You have a question or problem with an assigntnwith your
tutor's comments, on an assignment or with thediggp of an
assignment.

You should try your best to attend the tutorialkisTis the only chance
to have face to face contact with your tutor andasestions, which are
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answered instantly. You can also raise any proldaoountered in the
course of your study at the tutorials. To gainieximum benefit from
course tutorials, prepare a question list beforending them. You will
learn a lot from participating actively in the dissions.

We wish you success in the programme.

Xiii
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MODULE 1 INTRODUCTORY GEOGRAPHY
AND GEOGRAPHY OF THE BIBLE

INTRODUCTION

This module, as observed above, introduces young¢ocburse and its
title. It contains some vital information on theatvidisciplines” brought

together, namely, geography and the Holy Bible, dsfining and

describing some salient attributes/characteristiosach. The aim is to
prepare you for what you will be exposed to in tbst of the course,
where specific aspects/components, again of gebgrapd the Bible
are discussed. Basically, this module presentsbdsic geography of
Bible land, as used in the course.

Unit 1 Definitions, Scope and Content of Geograghi
Knowledge

Unit 2 Branches/Types of Geographical Knowledge

Unit 3 The Geography of the Bible

Unit 4 The Bible Land 1: Definition and Delimita

Unit 5 The Bible Land 2: Nature and Character

UNIT 1 DEFINITIONS, SCOPE AND CONTENT OF
GEOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Definitions
3.1.1 Dictionary
3.1.2 References
3.1.3 Operational
3.2  Scope of Geography
3.3  Content of Geography
3.4  Discussion
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Bible Geography is a brand-new course as far asriigs concerned.
Even globally, it is not common. It is neither imyageography
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programme nor in that of most seminaries, Biblel&gm@s and/or
Theological Colleges, in Nigeria. The closest to ist Biblical
Archaelogy, which, although bears some resemblem@Geography and
Bible, but is not exactly the same as this course.

The reasons for this situation are legion, but ri@st important ones
relate to the perception and conceptualization ath lgeography and
theology. This is the way Denis Baly (1957), thehau of one of our
referenced sources, put it:

There are clearly two problems in any work of tkisd... The second
problem is that expressed by a friend of mine, \wdead part of the

manuscript (of Baly’s book), and who commentedthtufiTheologians

are not interested in geology, and geographers aiowant theology in
a geography book.” There is much truth in what h@sYet on the one
hand, it is impossible to understand what has beatled the

“personality” of a country without some knowledgé the structure

and mechanism of the climate, and, on the othedh#m attempt to
study the Bible as if it were merely a work of s&chistory, is to do

violence to its nature (p xii).

Baly went on:

The moment one sets out to examine “the Land aedBthle”, it is
important to take account of two facts: that theafd”, like any other
land is a complex and powerful thing, strongly ueficing the lives
and thinking of its people, and for this reason,rtiwp of a thorough
study in its own right, and that the “Book,” frorh& beginning to the
end of it, presupposes the existence of one Godisvhoth active and
effective and , ... is always “the subject of thetesgre. Therefore, a
study of the “Land” which is merely superficial anckjects the
discipline of examining how the environment is tbaild a study of the
“Book” which does not take seriously the nature thie biblical
argument, are both of them ... studies without intgdp. xii).

(see John Stott'dnderstanding the Biblepp.24 — 27 for further
comments on this topic)

Talking about geography and the Bible, we can Wvigcollect also
the comments by some authors in the publication @nedentation of
the first two in the Sacred — Earth Ministry Monagh series (contained
in your references). The summary of these commesrtke “naming” of
a “new” geography as “Christianity (or Christiang¢@yraphy.” From all
indication, the “new” name, like the word “Christlawhen it was first
used for followers of Jesus Christ (Ac. 11:26), waderisive/sarcastic
way of describing a “pretender” Pastor, a geograpimmed priest, but
without attending a seminary. The question to #skiefore, which has
remained largely unsatisfactorily, answered, is &wis geography and
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what is the nature of its scope and content thatmseto deny the
relevance of geography?” These are the issues &@a@ng to try to
trash out in as simple a way as possible in this gathe course. We
will try to define geography as well as the scopel @ontent of the
discipline. In other words, what are the major @ns of geographers?
What is the nature of the subject matter of gedyyapspecially that
which predisposes it to be seen by most practitgraes stated above as
antithesis to or different from theology and vicersa. Fortunately,
however, as shown by the title of this course, sirhave changed, and
geography is now seen more in the sense of “whagrgghers do”, thus
making it admissive of virtually any other topic discipline, including
theology. These issues will lead us to considetirggobjectives of this
unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o define “geography”

o describe the scope of geography/geographical krugelewith
reference to the present course

o enumerate the contents of geographical knowledg&y-vis
Bible Geography.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Definitions

There are several sources for obtaining the defmibf a technical
word, such as geography, or technical phrase ssclgeagraphical
knowledge. Among these are dictionaries/encyclopaedand
textbooks. Even dictionaries are of various typggsart from the level
(basic and advanced), there are the ordinary aruhiteal-cum scientific
types. We give a few examples

3.1.1 Dictionary Definitions

There are numberless dictionaries you can consuthe meaning of the
word “geography” and by implication the phrase “gegphical
knowledge.”

a) A.S. HornsbyDxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current
English
Geography is the science of the earth’s surfacgsichl features,
divisions, climates, products, population, etc.

b) W. Little, HW. Fowler and J. Coulson, 196Bhe Oxford
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Universal Dictionaryllustrated;

The science that describes the earth’s surfacefoitsm and physical
features, its natural and political divisions, itéimates, productions,
etc.

Apart from common English usage dictionaries, thare technical
dictionaries such as those of geography, geolaggnse, social science,
etc. We present you with one only of these, but yall benefit
tremendously from looking up as many others as iblessThe one
presented here is:

C) Dictionary of Geological Termdy the American Geological
Institute:

The science that treats of the surface of the eanitluding its form
and development, the phenomena that take placesdherand the
plants, animals and people that inhabit it, consadkin relation to the
earth’s surface

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Assemble at least four words/phrases that arenwn to or
contained in the three definitions above.
2. Check at least two other dictionaries, one feanh of common

and technical usage and copy into your note botksnake 5
definitions in all that you have learnt so far.

3.1.2 Encyclopaedia Definitions

An encyclopaedia, if you have ever seen one, isok that contains
information on many if not all branches of knowledgisually, as in
dictionaries, arranged alphabetically. Again, &® afue of dictionaries,
encyclopedias also contain exhaustive informatiorsecific or branch
of knowledge such as geography, geology, etc. ketagain, look at a
three examples:

I Chambers Encyclopaedidy International Learning Systems
Corporation Ltd, London, 1969; Vol VI:
... the science of the earth ... the systematized &dge/lof our
globe ...

. The World Book Encyclopedisy Field Enterprises Educational
Corporation, Chicago, 1975:
... the field of knowledge that studies the eartmas’s home.

Geographers are interested in where people, plams animal live,
and where rivers, lakes, mountains, cities and mthatural and
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manmade geographic features are found. They stutly whese
features are there, and how they are interrelatéithe word

geography comes from the Greek worglsr (geo) meaning, earth and
yapw (graphoo) meaning , write and by juxtaposition,itwg or

description

iii. Companion Encyclopaedia of Geography: the Enviramme
and
Humankindgd. I. Douglas, R. Huggett and M. Robinson:

The distinctiveness of the geographical disciphas always lain in the
extent to which it accommodates a concern for tingsigal as well as
the human environment and in its early vision ofiategrated and
holistic world: a habitat; a place of organic life.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Mention at least one thing that is common to botbti@hary
definitions and one thing that separates the thefmitions given in
this section.

3.1.3 References

B. Ayeni & A. Faniran,Geographical Perspectives in Nigeria’'s
Development

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Get a copy of the reference, copy the othatedton p. 292, and
at least one other given in the rest of the chag@f course,
there are many more contained in the other contabs to the
book)

2. Consider Hagget's definition in relation to yaourse, especially
the aspect of the Bible land.

3.1.4 Operational Definition

For the purposes of this course, Bible Geograpligfsed as the broad
synoptic view of the relationships (spatial, ecatafy symbiotic)
between and among, on the one hand, the physiddt@man attributes
of Israel/Bible land and, on the other hand, theteot of the “Book”,
l.e. the Holy Bible.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Find out from a good dictionary, the meaning of kiey words/phrases
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in the above definition, namely, “synoptic view,tefationships,”

“ecological,” “symbiotic,” “physical attributes” ‘liman attributes.” In

the case of the last two, list two attributes @i know in each case for
Nigeria.

LR 11 7 &

3.2 Scope of Geography

The scope of a discipline refers to the range divities, issues,
observations, topics, etc., of interest to the fitianers of the discipline.
In the case of geography, and as shown in the itefia above, the
range is quite wide, indeed, ill defined: in faag stated above one
popular definition is:

Geography is what geographers study/doganing that virtually
everything that occurs/exists on the earth’s serfags a geographical
component.

The present course is an example of the “fluidityiat marks
geographical knowledge. It means that if we havél&8Geography”
we can always map out geography in virtually all heot
enterprises/worlds of human life. For this coutke,scope is as defined
but not limited to it. There is always room for exigion, more so when
this, as observed above, is a relatively new afestudy and is certain to
grow with time.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

List the topics to be covered in this course (sear€e Guide) and
consider whether, in the light of the definitiorizoae, any one does not
really belong.

3.3 Content of Geography

The word “content” is used in at least two senge hFirst, it is used to
express what is contained in the discipline apigtitioners conceive
it. In this sense it is akin to the idea expresasd“scope” above.
Secondly, it refers to the substance or essentieanmg of the
geographical information/knowledge. This is whehe tissue of the
“core” or “message” of the geography referred towcomes in.
Another way of describing this is in terms of thiitarian values of
geography or the ways geographical knowledge bisnéfimankind:
that is to say: “geography in the service of hunmadaik

A component of this (utilitarian) value is being gmasised in this
course, namely, how a good knowledge of the gedgyrap Israel/Bible
land can help, and indeed has helped, better uadeiag of the
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message of the Bible, and vice versa. This is aechon the close
(symbiotic) relationship between, on the one hahe, physical and
human (including spiritual) components of the laoida people and, on
the other hand, their cultural heritage generallyd areligion in
particular. This is the real point of this couras, shown elsewhere in
this course book.

In short, the content of geography is that of reteghip and
interrelationships between humans and their enmemt and all the
components involved in such relationships constittite content of

geography.
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

1. Go over the definitions of geography in 3.1\a&band identify
(mark out, write out) those that you consider bmsthat most
closely address the content of geography in thesesef its
substance or essential meaning.

2. Get on the internet to access more definitaeszriptions of

geography.
3.4 Discussion

You will discover that the three topics discussedhis unit are closely
related. The definitions, in addition to giving theeaning of the word,
also refers to the scope or coverage area as wethe content or
essence of the discipline. Yet it is very importentapture the message
under each, all of which are vital to the gaspihghe course content.
They form a foundation over which the superstrietsrbuilt, and, as
the Psalmist says:

If the foundation be destroyed, what can the rightedo? (Ps. 11:3)
4.0 CONCLUSION

Geography is a science, which, with other discgdins out to “unwrap”
the “mysteries” of the earth, with particular refece to earth’s surface
phenomena. The list of these phenomena (the eadfalathat is in it,
Ps. 24:1) is limitless, classified as they havenbe#o physical and
human phenomena, including human — made features. gbal of
geographical knowledge is to unravel the natureebas the links and
interlinks between and among these phenomena.

5.0 SUMMARY

The survey of the definitions, scope and contergemfigraphy presented
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in this unit are meant to help you have an idewlwdit geography is so
that you can follow the discussions that follow.trse, we shall have
more to say about this discipline of geographyh@&sdourse progresses.
For example, in the next unit we shall describe es@xamples of the
branches/types of geography, to further increaser ygrasp of the
course.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Certificate

1 Compare and contrast the two sets of definitiat®ve —
dictionaries and encyclopaedias. Mention at least thing that
is common to both and one thing that separates.them

2. List the topics to be covered in this course(sourse guide) and
consider whether, in the light of the definitiom&iove, any one
does not really belong.

Diploma

1. Compare and contrast any two definitions ofggaphy you have
learnt in this unit.

2. Discuss the operational definition of “Bible @égeaphy”

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

B. Ayeni & A. Faniran, (Eds.) (1990f5eographical Perspectives on

Nigeria’s Developmentchap 22, by L.K. Jeje. Dictionaries,
Encyclopaedias.
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UNIT 2 BRANCHES/TYPES OF GEOGRAPHICAL
KNOWLEDGE

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  History of Geographic Thought
3.2  Devolution of Geography
3.2.1 Location
3.2.2 What Places are like?
3.2.3 The Changing Face of the Earth
3.2.4 Space Relation
3.2.5 Branches/Divisions of Geography
3.3 Place of Bible Geography
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

We ended the last unit with a note that the digonssof definitions,

scope and content of geography pre-empt or preseppbat to expect
in the present unit on branches, types or divisiohggeographical

knowledge. This is particularly so of definitionsdaother discussions,
which enumerate some of the features or phenomérntheoearth’s

surface of interest to the geographer. Howevegoaswill discover in

this unit, there is not one full-proof way of dig geography into its
component parts or divisions. Therefore, what wesenting to you in
this unit are the popular divisions applicable ingétia, especially
Nigerian universities, using the example of the ntoys premier

university, the University of Ibadan. Neverthelegs,the extent that
most other universities have taken after the Ibaglatem, with minor
differences here and there, you will discover tinat Ibadan system is
quite representative of most other universities|uding those outside
Nigeria. | will be surprised if what you have inghunit is significantly

different from that of your own university, the Matal Open University
of Nigeria.

Accordingly, we are inviting you to join me as wnrthrough the
most common types/divisions of geographical knogteth the world
today. But, before that, it will be necessary tinpout that, as you will
expect, the situation has not always been as rasently and is not
likely to remain so for too long after. After alle live in an ever —
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changing, very dynamic, world and any living subjeof which
geography is one, will have to change with timdf it to continue to
serve the people; if it is to live up to its essenc content.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

I discuss the history of geography thought

. describe the devolution of geography into branchas
specializations

iii. describe on the focal message/content of geograplyscientific
discipline

\Y2 discuss the contemporary situation of geographical
knowledge/discipline

V. comment on how Bible Geography fits/fails to fitarthe picture
of things, vis-a-vis contemporary geography.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Brief History of Geographic Thought

Geography, as a way of studying the earth’s surfdates back to the
ancient Greeks, among whom the subject was helugh esteem, as
not only worthy of attention of philosophers, blgcaof great practical
importance to the affairs of humans, including haorhging generally,
military affairs, governance and business. At tirae, knowledge was
an integrated whole and geographical knowledge ¢drna major
component of that knowledge.

Like many other disciplines, the development of ggaphical thought
and knowledge featured such phases as ancientissanee, early
modern and modern.

During the ancient/early days, geographical knoggedas contained in
the works of poets and mystics and, therefore, lv@gly, in the words

of W.D. Thornbury, a foremost early tEOcentury geomorphologist,
“fanciful and ludicrous.” A.A. Miller, in theChambers Encyclopedia
actually described the geography of ancient tinsdareciful and lacking

in logical consistencyFor example, the ancient Egyptians deemed that
the sky was a solid ceiling supported above théhday four pillars,
corresponding to the four cardinal points.

a) The Homeric poems are famed for containing mactyoes of

the geographical lore gathered by pre-Greek saafamhich are
woven into the story oDdysseusa mixture of fact and fable.

10
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b)

d)

f)

Homerwas, therefore, regarded, in some circles, asfdtieer of
geography”, even though most geographers regtchdotus
(c. 450 BC) as the real father of the discipline.

Ptolemywho lived during the renaissance period, preciatlye

beginning of the 1%‘ century, provided another landmark in the
development of the geographic thought. His (Ptolsiny
geography, with the accompanying maps, began a erawfor
geography. In particular, globes and maps weretogeted with

a network of latitude and longitude, which enaliles accurate
location and presentation of the ever-increasinggmphical
information.

The systematic Portuguese voyages of discodagcted by
Prince Henry the Navigatoras well as later ones, constituted
another set of landmarks in the development of gty and
geographical knowledge. Another discovery, duringe t
renaissance, which helped geography and geogrdphica
knowledge, was the telescope, Bwlileo, while Edward Wright
pioneered the attaching of telescopic sights tovestng
instruments, another big boost to the expandinggggahical
horizon.

The expansion of overseas colonies, overseae tand of the
volume of naval and merchant shipping notably irgl&nd, the

Netherlands and France, in theﬂlhnd 1éh centuries, further
ensured both popular and official interest in gapby. The
result is an explosion of geographical knowledge e debut of
specializations, discussed more fully in the nexctisn.

Specifically, regional geography and systematicpeemlly

physical, geography were already taking shape.

The founders of modern geography are usualtgidered to be
Alexander Humboldt(1769 — 1859) and&arl Ritter (1779 —
1859); the former a great scientist and traveltbe latter an
historian who systematized and minutely scrutinisegilable
recorded geographical observations. Other importeames in
the development of modern geography included: Makkinder

and A.J. Herbertson

The Second World War consolidated the positérgeography
and geographers, whose contributions to strategyanand to
reconstruction in peace was much appreciated.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1.

The next time you go to a library (especiallyiérsity Library)
ask for a copy of a book on the history of geogyagid attempt
to fill up gaps left in the above presentation. iipées are:

11
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Bunbury, E.H. (1883History of Ancient Geograph vols.)
Beazley, C.R. (1901pawn of Modern Geograph vols.)
Dickinson R.E. & Howarth, O.J.R. (1924)istory of Geography
Taylor, G. (Ed.) (1957%eography in the 20th Century

2. Compile a list of foremost geographers namexaland write at
least one important contribution made by each eifrth

3.2  Devolution of Geography

A discussion of the devolution of geography intariwhes, divisions or
specializations necessarily brings up that of wéaie geographers
describe as “the main ideas or concerns of geogragfour such
ideas/concerns are:

1) Location of features, places and people
2) What various parts of the earth are like and twey differ from

each other

3) How the various geographic features came twtoere they are,
and

4) The space relations of the features, areas pmugle to one
another.

3.2.1 Location

A major task of geography is to tell where placesand to interpret the
advantages and otherwise of their locations; oneywgeographers
do this, i.e. location, is through maps.

3.2.2 What Places are Like?

Most people desire more information about places ttheir locations
give. They want to know, in addition:

o The nature of the surrounding (natural and humdiuance),
How people have used the land (sites),

. What house type the people live in,

o What the nature of the available infrastructurékis, e.g. roads,
and water supply is

o What the inhabitants are like, and

o The extent the place is similar to or differentnfr@ther places
and so on.

3.2.3 The Changing Face of the Earth

Changes are made to places by:

12
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Humans, (through slum clearance, settlement, dguiey) mining, etc.)
and Nature, (by rock weathering, erosion, depasitimate, among
other forces, including the catastrophic types sash earthquakes,
volcanoes and tornadoes).

3.2.4 Space Relation

While astronomers study the space relations of stad other heavenly
bodies, geographers study the space relations mih’'gaplaces and
features, like:

Rivers and settlements,

Landscape and settlement pattern, Water and huredare;,
Natural resources and development potential, antdtu activities and
environmental pollution/degradation

3.2.5 Branches/Divisions of Geography

As geographical knowledge witnessed continuous resipa/explosion
the discipline devolved/divided into specialismsuped under one or
the other of:

Physical geography (PG),

Human geography (HG),

Regional geography (RG), and
Geographic thoughts and methods (GTM).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Obtain a copy of the prospectus of any DepartroeGeography
and read the course descriptions and determinehwidranch of
geography they fall into.

Compare the above list with that of the NOUNyny.

See if you can fit your own course (Bible Gequry) into any
one or more of the topics, in 3.2.5 above.

W N

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Obtain a book or any other written material, inohgd the internet,
which discusses the importance of geographical kedge, and copy
into your notebook, what the source has to say oy tavo of the
following:

1. Knowledge about the earth
2. Intellectual development of adherents

13
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3. Good, intelligent and responsible citizenship
4. Aid to intelligent travel
5. Cooperation (interrelationship) with other diglof knowledge.

(An encyclopaedia of Geography should assist you tlus
assignment)

3.3  The Place of Bible Geography

The question to ask, as pre-empted above, is: widereBible
Geography comes into all these? It could be inatlea of “cooperation
with other fields of knowledge”, namely, Bible Kntegige As a matter
of fact, it is more than this. Rather, it goeshe theart” of geography
itself, namely, human — nature interaction. The

... main purpose is to show how the land (geography3rael became
an inseparable part of the very essence of the sleweople and to
explain the significance of this relationship td who accept the Bible
as part of their cultural heritage (Nature in thébk, p. 2).

In other words, Bible Geography, like Medical Geagry, stands
squarely at the interface between the land andéople of the Bible
land and so can be regarded as belonging to hue@graphy, but with
a significant difference. This is the fact thathims case, the emphasis is
on the proper understanding of Biblical messagecloge attention to
the spiritual (symbolic) connotation of the spexifiatural and other
physical objects of Israel/Bible land in particuéard the entire world in
general, especially these who use the Bible asde gao life and living.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Discuss the quotation above in relation to Nigeria, how the land
(geography) of Nigeria relates to the contempokiggeria culture.

4.0 CONCLUSION

It is not easy to draw a clear-out conclusion am ittaterial content of
this course. Nevertheless, it is reasonable talsaywe have attempted
to fit our course into the main stream of both gapfy and theology.
Bible Geography is viewed here as one of the wdylaking at the
nature-human interaction as well as contributing itgellectual
development. As we would see later in the courses onportant
phenomenon of Biblical knowledge is spiritual ehrent via
revelation. In other words, taking this course @esly should
tantamount not only to a better understanding ef Biible but also a
better understanding of our present (this) world aar future (eternal)
home.

14
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5.0 SUMMARY
We have attempted in this unit to expose you to:

. The evolution of geography and geographic thought a

knowledge
. The major types/branches/divisions of geograplkicalviedge
. The focal message or core of geography

. The place of Bible Geography in the educationaliculum

In doing this, it is expected that you would haeet exposed more to
the assignment of or rationale for this course.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Certificate

1. Compile a list of foremost geographers namedalo this unit
and write at least one important contribution mageach.

2. Justify in your own words, the inclusion of Bibeography in

your programme, based on what you have learmisnumnit.
Diploma
1. Justify the inclusion of bible Geography in ymogramme.
2. What will you say is the core or holistic roafsgeography and
how this relates to the Bible?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

The World Book Encyclopediavol 8, pp. 90-98. Chicago: Field
Enterprises Educational Corporation.

Chambers Encyclopediaol. VI, pp 213-218, London: International
Learning Systems Corporatiatd.

O. Areola and S.I. OkafoB0 Years of Geography in Nigeritbbadan
Univ. Press Faculty of the Social Science, Uniwgrsi Ibadan
Prospectus, 2002-2003.

A. Faniran, (2001)Nature in the BibleMan and Nature Study Action
Centre, Ibadan.

A. Faniran, (2001).Leaders in Nigerian GeographyDept. of
Geography, University of Ibadan.
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UNIT 3 THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE BIBLE
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Bible in Retrospect
3.1.1 Name
3.1.2 Content
3.1.3 Characteristics
3.2 Medieval Geography: Palestine as the Centtieeo¥Vorld
3.3 The Bible and the Age of the Earth/Universe
3.4 The Bible and Creation Story
3.5 The Great Flood
3.6  Discussion
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

| concluded unit 2 of this course with a case ahscsort for and on
behalf of our courseBible GeographyAccording to Denis Baly, the
author of one of the textbooks for this coursereghare at least two
problems that may confront a study of this natoeenely: They:

The temporal dimension of the Biblical period Thmparent “conflict,”

or is it “incongruence,” between geography and libgy (see unit 1
above)

You need not worry about any one of these problearsed by Baly,
since the course content has obviated both probl€éhesBible is taken
as a book “for all times”, same as geography. Tka af interest in this
course, also referred to as Israel/Bible land,sseatially Palestine, as
understood in the modern times, while some neighbgicountries are
included, but not to the same detail.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o discuss what the Bible says about the earth
o discuss what the Bible says about creation
) analyse the Great Flood as narrated in the Bible.

16
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Bible in Retrospect
3.1.1 Name

English — speaking Christians use three majorstiiterefer to their holy
book: — Bible or the Holy Bible.

The Scripture or Holy Scripture and the Word or\tYierd of God
They also refer to its two major parts as: The Dédtament (OT) and
The New Testament (NT)

The wordBible is from Greekbiblia, meaningbooksor scrolls The
word Scriptureis from Latin Scriptura, meaningwriting Word is a
translation of the Hebredabarand Greekogos

3.1.2 Content

The two major parts of the Bible are the OT (39k®)@and the NT (27
books), making 66 books in all

Most of OT was written in Hebrew language

The OT is the Holy Scriptures of Jewish people wihoded it into 3

sections, viz: Thd.aw, the Prophetsand theWriting, while Christians
divides the books ttaw, history, wisdomandprophesy

The NT was written in Greek language, with Aramaards scattered
throughout, e.g.Abba (Mk. 14:36); Talitha koum (Mk. 5:41),

Maranatha(1 Cor. 16:

22) andGolgotha(Matt. 27:33)

The Bible also contains several kinds of literatisemetimes called
“literary genres”, namely: histories, parables, songs, proverbs,
genealogies, laws, gospels, letter, apocalypselicat techniques,
narratives, hymns, doctrines, thank-you notes, pesges, confessions
of faith, sermonand many more3.1.3 Characteristics

The Bible is characterized by both variety andynit
A variety Book:

o The diverse original languages

. The diverse books and kinds of literature

o The long time span - >1000 years — of writing Saeleilozen
“authors” in different societies, geographical beas and

17
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diverse purposes.
A unified Book:

o The core message is about God/Jesus Christ

o Although written in the ancient times, addressespjee of all
ages, i.e. always current, always contemporanealsays
relevant

o A simple but profound Book. It has message fordrkih and

philosophers at the same time
) The Bible is the most widely read, most widely stddbook in

the world.

° It is both a human and a divine book. It is writtghhumans,

o (not dropped out of heaven on “golden plates”); amdhe
inspiration of God (2 Tim. 3:16).

o It is the unique, indispensable Resource Book dafisitans and
the Church

o It is a light for our paths (Ps. 119:105); tastige honey in the
mouth (Ps. 119: 103) and a weapon in the fighafstrong faith

(Eph. 6:7)

o Provides Christians with a world view; a set of alaralues and
an occasion to experience God

o Binds Christians together as a family (of God)

o Tells Christians the meaning of their lives

o Every Christian can say with the Psalmist. “Oh, hbvove
your law! | meditate on it all the days (Ps. 119:97

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Mention at least 5 kinds of literature foundhe Bible

2. Mark with a x which of the above points abdw Bible in 3.1.3
above, which you are knowing for the first time. Waut the
percentage.

3.2 Medieval Geography and Palestine as the “Cerdf of the
World

Early Bible students stressed the “central’ loaatiperspective of
Palestine as the centre of God’s activities onheant the midst of His
people.

The idea of a land prepared by God to receive ld@pfe, and which
gualifies as the “centre” of the universe, has etguivalence in the
Garden of Eden (Gen. 2) and Egypt/Goshen (Gen.539# the
physical sense, and the Ministry of John the Bagti&. 3), in the
spiritual sense.

18
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The “Medieval” (ancient) view of Palestine is thévide view and
therefore, the correct view, which is to be takenausly, especially in
the spiritual sense. The heavenly Jerusalem, likeroplaces where
God’s people are settled and live, is the “cenfreddir) of the world,
the point from where God's light shines to the rekthe world, the
focal point of God’s kingdom.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Read the above paragraphs and summarize tteageesontained
therein, with particular reference to Palestinel8iland being
the “centre” of the world.

2. Based on Baly's statement, mention three resadonjustify
Palestine as the centre of the world. John Statt, his
Understanding the Bibldjas a succinct discussion of this topic
which will benefit you a lot.

3.3 The Bible and the Age of the Earth/Universe

The Bible does not only present its “home front"ths centre of the
world, it also provides information on the age aftrular events of the
earth’s surface. This is particularly so of theraology” in Genesis 5,
among others.

Besides, the Psalmist, among others, wrote asasllo
My frame was not hidden from thee, When | was belage secret,
intricately brought in the depth of the earth (B89:15)

Theologians have, however, erred in the area onhglagspecially those
who put the creation story back to only 4004BC.sTt¢reated so much
problem for geographers generally and landform gggawers/geologists
and soil scientists in particular, since it is immpible to reasonably
explain the phenomena of their interest within shipulated (4004 BC)
age of the earth. The result was the use of falsedigms and
explanatory frameworks such as catastrophism.

According to this paradigm, and following on the apic
understanding/interpretation of the “let-there-bad “there-was” orders
in Genesis 1, the catastrophists compromised tlierala observable
processes and instead promoted, unnecessarilgupfegnatural. God so
good, the empirical view supplanted the false teeoal view and
landform geography (geomorphology) flourished/floag¢fblossomed.
The Bible is not to be read and understood indlteerms; rather, it uses
some sort of “coded” language, which points to mmeéntal truths. As
stated above, the Biblical message is for bothdodi as for adults, for
both the simple minded and the philosopher, fohllo¢ simple believer
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and the academic theologian.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Comment on the statement “in the beginning Ge-a-vis the
theologians’ approach to working out the age ofaaeh.
2. What does science now say about the age ofatie?eHow old

are the oldest rocks of the earth’s surface, accgtd scientists?
3.4  The Bible and Creation Story

A major message of the Bible is that God is thatne(Gen. 1:1) and
sole owner (Ps. 24:1) of the earth.

The detail and significance of this version of tdigins of earthly (and
heavenly) things have been widely discussed imalitee.

The creation story is very well known to Christiggenerally and Bible
students in particular. For those not too familath it, read chapters
1-4 of Tenants on Earthamong others. Chapter 4, in particular
discusses the creation story alongside its “adwgistne theory of the
organic evolution. One major point, which is cehtoathis course is that
if God owns the earth and all that is in it (Ps:124and wills (gives) it
to humans (the children of men (Ps. 115:16), teebefrom, we should
be careful how we relate with our world or the enttreated things.
Tenants on Earthmakes a case for “responsible citizenship and
environmental evangelism” as our watchword in tekationship. In
other words Bible Geography, by introducing Godigeography, has
provided a way of addressing two core concerngofjgaphy, namely:
Returning to geography’s holistic roots and Echomgnessage that
geography has the potential to lie at the heaftinflamental problems
of habitat change and human impact and ... aboutvita¢ issue of
planetary management (see Douglas et al's defintiogeography in
unit 1).

This issue is addressed more fully in unit 15, agnothers, in this
course.

Finally, the creation story is central to the meggsaf theSacred — Earth
Ministry, being advanced by your tutor and his team onMaa and
Nature Study/Action Centrean NGO committed to promoting the
message oMan in Harmony with NatureThis harmony, which has
been largely elusive, is currently being promotéal the concept of a
creation (the universe) sacred to God and to beoapped in awe,
reverence, fear, etc. of Him.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Comment briefly on the view that the story of thiblBal creation of
the earth is just one of the “fables” speculatimgtbe origin of the
world, first as a Christian and secondly as anisthe

3.5 The Great Flood
This event is of interest in this course/unit foe following reasons:

I It provides another side of the God of creatioamely, God who
not only creates but is also capable of destroying

. Like the “let-there-be” interpretation, theosy was used, over a
long period, by landform geographers, to explai@ dnigin of
many features on earth, within the concept/prircipbf
catastrophism or suddenness, as opposed to thegraateal and
consistent operation of the natural forces of watend, ice, etc.,
at the earth’s surface.

iii.  The flood story vividly demonstrates the w&pd deals with His
people, in both judgement and mercy. It shows h@aisives His
own and judges those who disobey Him.

Iv. The flood story provides an opportunity for dstm enter into new
covenant(s) with His people (Gen. 8 -9).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

1. Write out the term of the covenant(s) God madh WNoah after
the flood.
2. Describe the role played by Noah in the grieaif story.

40 CONCLUSION

This unit has shown various ways as contained énBlble by which

God relates with the earth He created, including pleople, the sole
beneficiaries of God’s creation, otherwise calladttire.” The choice of
only two topics — creation and the flood — has bsteongly influenced
by the tutor's background in geomorphology. Spealfy, the two

topics illustrate how easy it is to misunderstand anisinterpret the
Bible, even by theologians. Fortunately, God, whdhe TRUTH, did

not allow “fables” to persist. He continues to shélis people “His

way” as He continually reveals Himself and the s&xrof nature to
humankind. Praise be His Name.
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5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has discussed some important topics engfography of the
Bible. These include:

I The Bible — its naming, content and charactesst

. The “study area” of the course, namely, Pafesti

iii.  The ways people have used the Bible (mostlgnaly) to explain
nature, e.g. age of the earth and origin of things

V. The correct interpretation of Bible message

It is expected that through the material in thig,you would have got
deeper into the course. At least, you would hav@nmwhat is meant
by Bible land and the close relationships betweed énd that land and
by, implication, the relationship between God ahed éarth as well as
the entire creation.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Certificate

1. Comment on the statement “in the beginning Ges*a-vis the
theologians’ approach to working out the age of¢aeth.

2. Comment briefly on the view that the Biblicagéation is just one
of the fables speculating on the origin of the worl

3. Write out the terms of the new covenant(s) Gedienwith Noah

after the flood.
Diploma

1. Discuss the view that the Biblical creationrgtds not just one of
the fables speculating on the origin of things bather a
statement of divine truth

2. Compare and contrast the terms of the covertaodsmade with
Abraham and Noabh.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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UNIT 4 THE BIBLE LAND 1: DEFINITION
AND DELIMITATION

CONTENTS
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2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
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3.1.1 The Israeli Nation/Territory
3.1.2 The Place where Jews Sojourned
3.2  The “Neighbours” of Israel
3.2.1 Egypt
3.2.2 Canaan
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50 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

| attempted, in unit 3, to describe the conceptvadl as aspects of
Israel/Bible land, using the name Palestine. | Isltaintinue this
description in this and the next unit, to compl#éies (introductory)
module.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o locate the Israelites’ territory
o locate Places
o identify some neighbours of Israel.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Israel/Palestine
3.1.1 The Israelite Nation/Territory

The nation/territory of Israel is the land promided God to Abraham
and his descendants (Gen. 12:2; 13:15; 15:7; bD&4; Ex. 6:8; Lev.

20:24; Num. 14:8; Deut. 6:10; 3:20; Josh. 5:6; Jud) and eventually
occupied by the descendants of the children ofklasoder Joshua, on
their return from Egypt. Joshua, at the point dfyestated:

Break camp and advance into the hill country of Ameorites; go to all
the neighbouring peoples in the Arabah, in the ntmus, in the
western foothills, in the Negev and along the comsthe land of the
Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the greatrritree Euphrates.
See, | have given you this land. Go in and takesggson of the land
that the LORD swore he would give to your father&braham, Isaac
and Jacob — and to their descendants after thenat(Cle7-8).

The nation of Israel used to make up most of tlggore once called
Palestine,the Holy land of the BibleTo many Jews throughout the
world, a Jewish nation in Palestine is the ideahbavhere they will be
free from all persecutions, their safe castle.

The capital city of Israel (today) is Jerusalene tbifficial language

Hebrew; the surface area 20,70071mhe population over 80 percent
urban, a substantial proportion (10%) of whom arab&, who live in
largely farm villages; the literacy level is verlpge to if not really 100
per cent.

The Israelite nation is constantly in a state of,\sa that all Jewish men
and unmarried Jewish women serve in the militanyreaching the age
of 18 [the age of recruitment into the army, in Biblical times, was 20
(Num 1:3)].

3.1.2 The Place where Jews Sojourned in the Biblicdimes

Abraham is the progenitor of the Jews (and Arate)was called out of
his father’s native town of Ur in ancient Mesopotamand wandered in
many lands before finally settling in a part of fhed his descendants
finally occupied (Ac. 7:2-4). He was recorded asih@ visited Egypt,
among other places (Gen. 12:10-20).

Joseph, one of Jacob’s 12 children, also went s (80ld into) Egypt
where he was made to “prepare” to receive his eerfamily (of 72)
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(Gen. 46).
The Israelites lived in Goshen, Egypt, for over §8ars

The people of Israel (Northern Kingdom) were degatb Assyria, after
the Assyrian conquest around 722 BC (2Kgs. 17: 38-Qubsequently,
the Northern Kingdom was settled by Assyrians, laonanation to God
(2Kgs. 17:24-33) and extreme punishment for Gotdikloen.

The people of Judah (Southern Kingdom) were alsgechinto
Babylonian captivity, for 70 years (2Kgs. 25).

However, there is limited record of the impact be tJews in these
places, which they regarded as foreign land, coetpbtr what we have
in Israel.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Try your hand at drawing a map showing the eougtken by
Abram from Ur to Beersheba (use a suitable Bibieu can also
show Egypt and Assyria on the same map. It wilphalu have a
clearer view of the reality of the Bible land.

2. List the countries in which the Israelites swmjeed during
Biblical times.

3.2 Israel's Neighbours

Reference was made above to Egypt, Assyria and |Baly as
locations where Israelites sojourned for varyinggls of time.
However, these do not exhaust the list of peoptek @untries Israel
interacted with during Biblical times and to whidference is made in
the Bible. Some of such countries are discussediypin what follows,
again to show they are real places on this planétreot in heaven or
somewhere else in people’s imagination. However, liken
Israel/Palestine, which we discuss later in detaly brief comments
are made here, to help our understanding of thieBib

3.2.1 Egypt/Egyptians

Egypt is part of the huge Sahara Desert but hasadvantage of the
River Nile, which gives her life. Every year, trogl rains in East Africa
cause the river to flood it banks and to bring dowasses of mud,
which it deposits in the delta regions and alosgritmediate banks, to
form rich soil for crops. Goshen, where the Istasliived for over 400
years, was in the region of the great Delta trianghtirely formed of
the Nile mud. Goshen’s location was described ®egb as “near me,”
i.e. near the capital city of Memphis, close to ploent where the valley
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widens into the Delta:

You shall live in the region of Goshen and be mearYou, you children

and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and alliyhave (Gen. 45:10)

Goshen is described in théon Encyclopedia of the Bible a8 fertile

area of the eastern Nile Delta .... a good placetlfer flocks and herds
. Close to Pharaoh’s court. (p.262)

The Pharaoh was supreme ruler, and was assistegielay and wise
men, including his dream interpreters: dreams medtéo all classes of
people, prisoners as well as kings (Gen 40-41)

Both Egyptians and foreigners had to work as labsuon building
sites, especially making bricks (Ex. 1, 2)

Unlike Israel, Egypt had many gods, all from nature

Re (the sun god)
Thoth/Khons (moon god)
Nut (sky goddess)

Geb (earth god)

Hapi (Nile/flood god) etc.

These gods are grouped into “families,” with a €lgeed and goddess as
husband and wife, respectively, and with lessersgadd goddess as
their sons and daughters, respectively.

Unlike Israel's God who dealt with His people instory, required
obedience to His just laws (1 Sam. 15:22) and tagarsonal needs,
Egyptian gods had to be fed three times a daythey arenatural as
opposed to thdivineGod of the universe, the God of Israel.

It is no surprise, therefore, that the Bible condensuch gods and
people who worship them; it is no surprise alsa tha Bible detests His
people “going back to Egypt,” except when absojutedcessary, since
“going back to Egypt” means getting into idolatry.

Egypt's greatest legacy to the world is writinghe thieroglyph; just as
that of the Israel is the universal God.

3.2.2 Canaan/Canaanites

Canaan’s great legacy is the alphabet, preservednmes scratched on
cups.

Canaan was at one time part of the Egyptian prewnitich extended to
Lebanon, Syria and what later became the landraklsthe land then
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extended from the original coastal plain (see bglonthe forested hills
to included theAmorites(Num. 13:29; 35:10; Jos 5:1) and a number of
others stated in Deuteronomy 7:1, nameHittites, Girgashites,
Perrizzites, HivitesindJebusitesa real mixture of peoples.

The Canaaniteshad many things closely related to the Israelites,
including language and farming practice. But th@&mite religion was
quite different. Thus, while thisraelitesfound it easy to settle in the
land, on account of the similarities, they werebfdden to mix and
marry with theCanaanitesIn fact, everything to do with the Canaanite
religion was to be destroyed (Deut. 7; 12:1-3). ddninately for the
Israelites, the attractions of a fertility GdBla@l) as well as its much less
demanding worship, constituted a real problem,itepthem (Israelites)

to sin against their God and constantly slidingaoig disaster.

3.2.3 The Philistines

The Philistines also known as “sea peoples,” lived in 5 cities the
southwest of IsraelAshdod, Ashkelon, Ekron, Gadnd Gaza each
ruled by a ‘Lord’.

The Philistineswere a constant threat to ttsraelites especially in the
days of the Judges, Samuel, Saul and David, aspemples fought to
control the same land.

David, however, put an end to the Philistine thr€atSam. 5:25),
but without bringing them under Israel. Philistineemained
independent) of Israel and even caused occasias@irisances for a
long time.

The Bible gives Philistine gods Semitic namesagon, with temples at
Gaza and AshdodBaalzebub worshiped at Ekron and Ashtoreth
(Astarte)

3.2.4 The Assyrians

Assyrian records point to the Semitic origin of tAssyrians with
language closely related to that of B&byloniangsee below)

The Assyriansare presented in the Bible largely as cruel imfists&a
This was shown in the way they treated rebels, &yoding them to
other parts of their empire and replacing them wittangers (vide the
capture of Samaria (2 Kgs. 17:6, 24; 18:31,32)

At a stage, under emperors Esarhaddon and Ashpddathe Assyrian

Empire covered Egypt, north Arabia, Syria, part3wfkey and Persia.
The Assyrianscame into the Bible at the time of the last king$soael,
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during the time of Prophets Amos and Hosea (inelyrand Isaiah (in
Judah). They captured Samaria (the Northern Kingdand a large
chunk of Judah (46 strong towns); Jerusalem, howyegeaped capture,
through divine intervention (Is. 7:17-25; 2 Kgs., 27:16:9; 18:8; 19;
20:12; 2 Chr. 33:11-13)

3.2.5 The Babylonians

Babylonian civilisation is one of the earliest, figecontemporaries with,
if not pre-dating, the Egyptian civilization, put @out 3000 BC, long
before Abram/Abraham. Babylonian civilization alezorded the oldest
known writing — the cuneiform script — in Sumerianguage. They are
also credited with the invention of vehicles and teginning of city

life.

However, theBabylonians(also known as Chaldeans) did not come
fully into he Bible story until after the fall ohe Assyriansaround 612
B.C., particularly during the reign dfebuchadnezz4605-562) (see the
book of Daniel, chapter 1-6). They were later repthby thePersians,
who freed the Jews (see the book of Ezra, Nehemiah)

3.2.6 The Persians

ThePersiandfirst appeared as a nation about 650 BC, under Kiyrauis
I. They made a dramatic entrance into the Bibleystdien Cyrus Il (the
Great) marched into Babylon about 539 BC and deldioe

I Restore temples and buildings in the empireluiting Judea

. send back images of gods collected into Babm where they
belong

ii.  Allow Jews to return to Judah/Jerusalem (5@8B taking
along with  them the treasures which belonged tordgraple in
Jerusalem.

\Y2 Grant royal permission to rebuild the Jerusaleemple.

3.2.7 The Greeks and The Romans

The “golden age” of Greek history was around tHE@ntury B.C., and
it was marked by the presence of remarkable leatl@rkers, writers,
poets, such aPericles, Socrates, Plato, Sophocles, Euripicasong
others.

Their high point was the Hellenistic age (froktellen, meaning
‘Greek’), when Greek became an international lagguan trade,
education and writing. The Jews were also influenbg it: in the
second century B.C., the OT was translated intekset Alexandria in
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Egypt for Greek — speaking Jews. Called the Septyadis translation
was the version of the OT best known to the firkti§ians. The NT
was naturally written in Greek, being thegua francaof the time.

The NT often refers to non-Jews people Greeksor Gentiles The
classic meeting of Christians with Greeks took elat Athens, capital
city of Greece, during the ministry of Paul, whasessfully confronted
the Stoicsand Epicurians the two reigning parties among the thinkers
(philosophers) and wining ongomeof them.

Jesus was born in the time Bfmperor AugustuglLk. 2:1), while His
teaching, death and resurrection took place uBdeseror TiberiugAD
14-37). Paul travelled during the reign Bimperors ClaudiugAD 41-
54)

andNero(AD 54-68), theCaesarhe appealed to at his trial (Ac. 25:11)
The Romans occupied Palestine in the time of Jdisisson record that
Rome had protected the Jews in the past, probafghaiaing Paul’s
appeal to Rome, which had provided the peace ageddém for the
Apostles to travel and spread the gospel.

Greeks and Romans had many things in common, \oth Borshiped

many godsT heir religion had little effect on their lifdeither belief nor

behaviour was really important — a person mighietvel what he/she
wished as long as he/she did what was expectadgobd citizen and
remained loyal to the state. There was no greassion search for truth,
nor was there any powerful body of priests. Thaidg were distant,
paid due honour, but not deeply interested in huafairs.

[Compare these with the Jewish/Christian religiod &@s strong control
on life and living].

Based on the above, Judaism and Christianity wéosved in the
empire because they were not perceived as dislpiyalps. As time
went on, however, the introduction agmperor worshipbrought
Christianity, in particular, into coalition with ¢h state, leading to
serious persecution (vide Apostle John and the Bddkevelation).

3.2.8 Other Nations

Other nations mentioned in the Bible story incltioese to the North of
Israel —Phoenicians, Aramaeans, Hittites, Hurrians, Cariahgdians,
Phoygians, Urartiangnd Scythians The Phoeniciansvere Canaanites
the Aramaeanswere Syrians the next-door neighbour and arch-
enemy of Israel and Judah; but the rest are mob#gure people.

East of Israel/Palestine, namelamitesandMedes

Across he Jordan, namelkmmonites, Moabites, Edomites, Amalekites,
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Midianites, DedarandNabataeans
South, namelyCushites (Sudanese),

The Islands, namelZypriotsandCretans
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Go back to your map under 3.1 and add as manyein#iions and
peoples under this section as possible.

3.3 Discussion

This unit is rather marathonic, giving the numbknations and peoples
mentioned and described. This was all in an etimrias mentioned at
the beginning of this module, “have our feet on gineund.” That is to
say that all the nations and peoples mentionedhm Bible are

geographically real entities. All of them existedridg Biblical times

while many of them still exist today, albeit undeew names and,
sometimes, locations. In the event that you cameotember any of
them while reading your Bible, refer to your map(sy/and maps
included in some Bibles. We found those maps ireduth the NIV

Study Bible sufficiently clear and helpful.

40 CONCLUSION

Now that we have succeeded in enumerating andidesgrthe nations
and peoples of the Bible/Bible land, we can nowogoto discuss in
greater detail, the core region, namely, Palesfiihés is what we shall
go on to do in the next unit.

50 SUMMARY

We have compiled and described the nations ande&op

I Israel/Palestine

. The places where Jews sojourned in Biblicaktsm

iii. Israel’s neighbours
all with a view to show you that they are n thistea@and prepare
you for the more detailed description of Palesiinghe next unit

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Certificate

1. Try your hand at drawing a map showing the eotgtken by

Abram from Ur to Beersheba (use a suitable Bibieu can also
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show Egypt and Assyria on the same map. It wilphalu have a
clearer view of the reality of the Bible land.

2. Go back to your map under 3.1 and add as mériyeonations
and peoples under this section as possible.

Diploma

1. Draw an annotated map of the Ancient World ghgwthe
location of all the nations and peoples mentiomethis unit.

2. Distinguish between Palestine and Israel in @& Testament
era.

3. Attempt a definition of the territories known Balestine during

the Old Testament times.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

MODULE 1

AND

As you saw under the definitions of geography, éhisr more to the
geography of a place than the definitions and d&iions undertaken
in the last unit. Also, as you saw in the discussb types/divisions of
geography, geographers approach their subject miten different
perspectives, one of which is the regional perspecAccording to this
approach, the nature and character of a unit asgzecially countries,
are described in such a way as to show how therdifit individual and
groups of attributes interrelate to give the arge@onality. The French
call such unit areapays which the people also identify with. This is
what we shall attempt to do here for the Bible lamaich, for this
course, refers to what we earlier called Palestirthe Promised Land.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o describe the Coastlands and associated Plains,
discuss the rich valley

explain the Hill Country of Judah

examine Galilee, the Land East of the Jordan

Describe the Wilderness and the

Dryland.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Introduction

The geographer, as shown in many places abovenisemed, among
other things, with the contemporary situation o f#urface of the earth
in relation to the forces that have worked and silé working on it.
This often leads him/her to study rocks and rockiarals, soils,
landforms, climate, vegetation, settlement, humaividies, to mention
a few.

Although the conditions of these elements changke e, the rate of

change varies. While many mountains and valleyssappo remain

permanent features during a person’s lifetime, hufeatures such as
settlements, infrastructure, etc., change morealhapi

According to the Bible, however, all these featurkelsether permanent
and otherwise, are God’s doing for His glory andppse. Now let us

see how these manifest in the various parts oBthle land.

3.2 The Coastlands

These consist of the Plain of Asher, north of Cdythe Coasts of Dor,
immediately west of Carmel; the Plain of Sharor EHain of Philistia,;
The Shephelah, or foothills of Judea and the Cewaley — Ezdraelon
and Jezreel (Fig. 5.1)

The Plain of Asherextends from Mt Carmel to the northern boundary
of modern Israel and consists of two parts divitbgda line running
inland from Accho. The plain did not play promineole in the Bible as
it is doubtful if it ever belonged to the Jews. éed, Judges 1:31-32
suggests that the tribe of Asher did not contrgl tmwn in the territory
assigned them by Joshua (Josh. 9:28). Also, ineki@idL7, the tribe of
Asher were blamed for sitting still in face of tBesera’s army, even
though they were known to have aided Gideon’s wc{dud. 6:35). It
was left for the marshy land of the Kidron valleydog down Sisera’s
heavy chariots in the mud: the same mud, howegeggured the higher-
armed Israelites (Jud. 4:15), a clear demonstratibrthe power of
God over His creation.

The Coasts of Dorwas originally considered as part of Asher, bugrat
taken over by Manasseh (Josh. 17:11). Also, the aes left outside the
territory of Herod the Great, in NT times, whilelprone town in the
region is mentioned in the Bible — the small harbafuDor. However, it
formed one of the 12 districts for which King Solmm appointed
officers (1 Kgs. 4:11), and remained in the Nonhkingdom (Israel)
after the division, passing to the Assyrians atdbrquest of Israel in
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722 BC.

The Plain of Sharonis essentially marshland and constituted perhaps
the only section of the coast which the Israel@fsctively possessed.
The OT mentions 2 towns there - Socoh and Gildalt-only once in
each case, as part of list and not because anyimpgrtant took place

in them (1Kgs. 4:10; Josh. 12:23). Other mentioh$oocation in this
region are found in Ezra 2:33 and Nehemiah 7:3gregwothers.

There has been a curious and persistent misunddnsgaconcerning
the attitude of Israelites towards the Plain of 8haof which there are
only 6 mentions in the Bible: 1 Chr. 5:16; 27:29n§ 2:1; Is.

35::2;33:9; 65:10. The references combine with modeowledge to
confirm the valuable citrus groves of the regionlidiaih 33:9 and 35:2.
Sharon is classed with Carmel and Lebanon as regminextreme
luxuriance and contrasted with the barren deser&rabah. Isaiah
speaks of the “majesty of Sharon” in the sense ploatends pride or
extravagance, in the sense of showing the protygafi our God (Is.
35:2)

Similarly, as the phrase “a rose of Sharon” (Sa2id$ indicates not so
much natural beauty but something lovely amid nthelt is ugly:

| am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valesy/the Lily among
thorns, so is my love among the daught&ss the apple tree among
the trees of the wood, so is fngloved among the sons. | sat down
under his shadow with great delight, and his fruias sweet to my
taste (Songg:1-3),

Thus, presenting the picture of a delicate flowethie midst of a rather
terrifying jungle. A similar picture is found in d&h 65:10, where
Sharon is paralleled with théalley of TroublgAchor), as two typically
inhospitable places: the forest marshes of theasado be turned into
place where sheep may safely graze, and the bslopas of the other,
above Jericho, are to carry sufficient grass fottlesawith divine
intervention.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Assemble the Bible references on this region (loatd here as well as
others you can find) and from them comment on thg ®od sees the

plain of Sharon as distinct from the way humanstseglace in Biblical
times.
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3.3  The Land of the Philistines

We described the Philistines in the last unit agghi®urs of the
Israelites. Their region lies south of the plain $iaron, described
immediately above. It is a high plain, in contrsthe low plain of the
coast; it has two sections, namely, the Shephetdlovdand and the
Plain of Philistia.

The Shephelahis enclosed between thEhilistine Plain and the
mountain (plateau). The name (Shephelah) means leumbto make
low, and so, in the OT has definite geographiagisicance (see Deut.
1:7; Josh. 9:1; 10:40; 11:2, 16; 12:18; 15:33; Judg; 1 Kgs. 10:27; 1
Chr. 27:28, 2Chr. 1:15, 9:27; 26:10; 28:18; Jer2&7 32:44’ 33:13;
Obad. 19; Zach. 7:7).

As a “transitional” zone between Israel and Phdigbetween the plain
and the plateau (Judean Plateau), the Shephelalavieastle ground,
changing hands at different times: at times thdidnies “devour Israel
with open mouth,” and at times Ephraim and Judakotped down
upon the shoulder of Philistines in the west” @sl2; 11:14). In fact,
the strategic location of this region continuesntake itself felt till
today. In post - Bible times, Richard 1 of Englandcupied the
Shephelah in an attempt to capture Jerusalem duhegrusades
Similarly, the State of Israel has Shephelah urgrcontrol but not
(until 1967) the Jerusalem region. It is on redbiat the narrow strip of
land between Judah and the Shephelah was oftedestualy a line of
fortified towns — Ajalon, Asnah, Eshtol (Jud. 13;2Benoah, Tappuach,
Adullam (1 Sam 22:1-2), Keilah (I Sam. 23:1-5) ewhile the book of
Joshua attests its importance as guarding the Mok into the
mountains (Josh. 10:38, 39, 11:21, 12:13, 15:152495; Jud. 1:11; 1
Chr. 6:58).

The Plain of Philistia houses the 5 great towns mentioned in unit 4,
each of which is mentioned many times in the OTste the higher
elevation than the coast, the rainfall is less #mal influence of the
desert more felt. But it is generally an open coufiill of good grain
land (Jud. 15:5) and famous towns, a land whereemewnt is relatively
easy. It is on record that the inhabitants of thrsitory gave their name
to the whole land of Palestine itself. Perhaps nsigaificantly is the
fact that Philistia lies athwart the great routenir Egypt to the north,
unprotected by any natural barriers at either énddus 13:17 — 18
says:

When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not leaintton the road

through Philistine country, though that was shorteor God said, “if
they face war they might chantieir minds and return to Egypt.” So
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God led the people around by the desert road towlsedRed Sea.
Philistia, perhaps more than Shephelah, was aabéitbattle ground
such that God directed His people away from sugiaae, especially
when they were not ready for war.

Yet another woe of Philistia in biblical times widxe danger of plague
or pestilence, one of the four great scourges ofl @zek. 14:21).

Indeed, the two best-known stories in the Bible wbthis region

concern an outbreak of plague, namely: the camtuitee Ark (1 Sam.5
and 6) and the destruction of Sennacherib’s ardg$219:8, 35:37).

In all these, as enemies of Israel, the peoplé@idand of the Philistines
were lessons on the power of God.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Write down 3 things each you now know about (a)l#m&l and (b) the
people of the Philistines, which you did not knos¥dre.

3.4 The Rich Valley

The last of the three groups of plains on the wastale of the Jordan
are thePlain of Esdraelorand theValley of Jezreelboth are the only
part of the coast that can be said to have laimedpntwith the Jewish
(Israel) territory, and a possession for which thpeyd very dearly.
Indeed, the fact that they were part of the North€@ngdom (Israel) is
widely believed to be responsible for its fall ogecentury earlier than
Judah (The Bible, of course, traced this downtallin on the part of the
rulers and people of the Kingdoms [2Kgs. 17:7 5.23]

Of the two plains, that of Esdraelon is the largearked by presence of
the Kidron River, a seasonal stream that dries uging the summer.
Yet, it played very important roles in Biblical tesy, notably in the
defeat of Sisera.

In contrast to the almost level floor of Esdraeldezreel valley drops
steadily toward the rift valley. It is narrow, dnad by the little Jalud
river (the location where Gideon picked 300 sokliglud. 7:1) as well
as that of the Israeli camp before the disastratdebof Gilboa (I Sam
29:1). The fact that the two battles recorded dfft outcomes, again,
shows the divine influence. In the first case, Gmé&usted and obeyed
and won; in the second case, Saul was ditched bg fGo stack
disobedience.

The Jezreel valley is also well supplied with wdtem the hills on both

sides; it is also well drained, without encouragexgessive soil erosion.
It is, therefore, one of the richest areas, whestlify is well reflected
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in the name “God will sow” (Hos. 2:21-23). Agaim the spiritual
sense, the rich harvests in the valley where tloph@t (Hosea) had
earlier prophesized disaster (Hos. 1:5) are sigais@od is always ready
to have mercy on His people.

Jezreel was also a veritable transport route thirgibg riches from
trade, as well as a beneficiary of the wooded nauostof Gilead,
whose wealth was proverbial (see below).

Jezreel also witnessed some terrible events, ssicheaslaying of the
house of Ahab (2 Kgs. 10:11), which prompted Proptusea to use the
name in execration (Hos. 1:5). Moreover, prosperigy often
accompanied by temptations, including pride, idglaand envy of
neighbouring nations, occasioning war. It is, thenes no accident that
the name, Megiddo (a town in the Jezreel valleghifies war, in the
word Armageddorf Revelation 16:16.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Repeat Self-Assessment Exercise 2 for the two nsgsd Esdraelon and
Jezreel.

3.5  The Hill Country of Judah

Unlike the plains and valleys, this region, whezeudalem is located, is
not an easy one to survive in.

Although this is not the situation in the entirgimn, especially the less
— densely settled and wetter western slopes, thergkbelief of the
people is that of a difficult terrain: the rablbigt example are quoted as
saying that “it was easier to raise a legion ofelrees than one child in
Judea.” Also, although grape harvests may be extednd the dark
terra rosa well suited to the growing of wheatsfand olives, “no less
than half of the country is desert and the soilthed other half, rich
though it may be, is patchy” (Baly 1957 :157).

One big advantage of Judah, particularly Jerusalsngood natural
defence, such that she was protected from the imvae which less
fortunate areas/towns were often exposed. Yetntanly be said that
Judah (Jerusalem) was only insulated, not isolaasdshe witnessed
several attacks and, in fact, fell to Nebuchadnezz®82 BC. Judah,
however, enjoyed the benefit of greater stabilihart, for instance,
Israel. Yet a constant term for a prophet’s worlkBiblical (OT) times
was that of awatchman(ls. 21:6; Ezek. 3:17; 33:7; Hab 2:1): wrote
Isaiah: “when a watchmen saw riders, horsemenins,paders on asses,
riders in camels, then he must harken very diligents. 21:7).
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This constant state of siege served divine purpasest was widely
recognized by God’s people in Biblical times tHzy had no place for
spiritual complacency. Jesus Christ also confirnmat t spiritual
complacency saps the will and the spiritual stierajteven the best of
men.

The three chief towns of Judah — Jerusalem, Beleastued Hebron — lay
at the crossroads, in the most vulnerable locatipeisit is covenanted
that Jerusalem will be a city bound firmly togetkiés. 122:3); the city
of our appointed feasts, quiet habitation (Is. 83&hd city to be prayed
for (Ps. 122:6). The last point is very importaimice the city, like the
entire nation of Israel, has suffered vicissitudeghe course of her
history. Nevertheless, the concept of Jerusalethagity of God, city
of the great king, remains valid; indeed, when ¢lethly Jerusalem is
no more, it is going to be replaced by a heavengy/®ev. 21: 1-2).

The tribes of the Judean territory were Judah, &waifj) and Simeon,
while to their north were Ephraim and West Manasséio occupied an
equally hilly country, an extension of the Jude&aidau.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Turn to Ps. 48:1-2 and comment, based on what goléarnt about
Judah and Jerusalem in this part of the unit.

3.6 Galilee (of the Gentiles)

After Jerusalem, Galilee is perhaps the other mosiinent region of
the Bible land, especially in the ministry of Je€lsist (Fig. 5.2):

Jesus went through Galilee, teaching in their syigages, preaching the
good news of the kingdom and healing every diseasE sickness
among the people (Matt. 4:23)

The country of Galilee, geographically, dividesoirtivo: Lower and
Upper. Immediately to the north of the plain of Eaglon and the Valley
of Jezreel begins the region of Galilee, which &dans generally
associate with the Gospels.

Of the villages of Galilee, all in Lower Galileecamery many of which
must have been visited either by Jesus or by bspdes, three came out
prominently, namelyiNazareth, NainandCana.

The Jews of the south (Judah) despised the pedpBaliee, feeling

that no prophet could arise from there (Jn. 1:441.752). Yet it was in
Galilee that Jesus chose to teach, rather thaarusdlem, the centre of
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Judaism, to which He only paid occasional visits.

The places where Jesus worked were mainly in LdBadilee, on the
shores of Lake Tiberias (Galilee) where the majasifesses (fishing
and commerce) took place. His teachings, espe@aligbles, reflect the
geography of the region. Examples include:

The merchant in search of fine pearls (Matt. 13/A% man going on a
journey (Matt. 25:14)
The prodigal son (Lk. 15)

Upper Galilee, by contrast, provided a region afape for Galileans,
just as Shephelah or Jeshimmon served the peogigdah and Carmel,
in forested Gilead heights, served the Samarians.

The tribes with their possessions in the Galilegor included Naphtali,
Zebulum and Issachar.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

1. Use your Bible to find out at least two evethigt took place in
each of the towns covered by Jesus around L. @atlikering His
early ministry.

2. For Nazareth, increase the number of everfis to

3.7 Land East of the Jordan Valley

This is the territory given to the tribes &ad, Reuberand East
Manasseh(Josh. 18:7): The R. Jordan physically separatettoin
the rest of their brothers. Other “walls” betwelgr two are theatara
and zor. Above all there was a marked difference between téne
“peoples,” between, on the one hand the Mediteemariée of the hills
and valleys west of the Jordan, where the clagsiuity” of grain and
vinesandolivesgrew together, and, on the other hand, the ecormfmy
the steppe to the east, which either was predortynpastoral or else
forced the farmer to concentrate mainly upon oone.cr

The Bible in Numbers 32:1-5 confirms this descadptof this land:

The Reubenites and Gadinits, who had very largeshand flocks saw
that the lands of Jazer and Gilead were suitableliig@stock. So they
came to Moses and Eleazer the priest and to thelelsa of the
community and said, “Ataroth Dibon, Jazer, NimraHKieshbon,
Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo and Beon — the land the LOQRDugd before
the people of Israel — are suitable for livestoakdayour servants
have livestocks. If we have found favour in youwrseyhey said, “let
this land be given to your servants as our possasf)o not make us
cross the Jordan (Fig. 5.3)
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Also, Joshua 18:7:

Gad and Reuben and half the tribe of Manasseh mageived their
inheritance beyond the Jordan eastward, which Mdseservant of the
Lord gave them.

At least four distinct ways of life have, in theucse of time, emerged in
the region, vizithe Farmer of Bashanthe Shepherd of Moalihe
Trader of Edonmand theHighlander of GileadWe will discuss only two
of them, leaving you to find out the situation loé tother two.

Bashanis essentially a tableland growing wheat, whosevd®sis were
(and probably still are) the envy of the surrougdieople. In NT times,
it was one of the great granaries of the Roman Eamgixporting its
grain across Galilee to different countries, wiileOT its rich pastures
were proverbial, with the Psalmist singing: “Manyllb surround me;
strong bulls of Bashan encircle me” (Ps. 22:12).08m:1, also spoke of
“the cow of Bashan ... in the mountains of Samanahjle Ezekiel
eulogized: “of rams, of lambs and of goats, of §udlll of them fatlings
of Bashan” (39:18). Other OT texts which speak ghmly about the
richness and prosperity of Bashan include Isaidl3;2Ezekiel 27:5-6;
Jeremiah 22:20; 50:19; Micah 7:14; Nahum 1:4 anthdgah 11:1-2.

To the south of Bashan lagilead a mountainous region, hence the
epithet “the Highlander of Gilead.” Fed by excetlennter rainfall and
heavy summer dew, its forests were almost as fanasushose of
Lebanon (Jer. 22:6; Zech. 10:10), while the “balinGilead” was
proverbial (Jer. 8:22, 46:11), being veritable expim Tyre (Ezek.
27:17) and Egypt (Gen. 37:25). The “vines of Gileadre also superb.
Gilead, therefore, like Bashan, was always a tengotdo neighbours,
notably Ammon, Syria and Israel. Examples includegs Saul and
Jephthath, (I Sam. 11:1-11; Jud. 11:29-33).

Gilead was also a safe refuge:

for the family of Saul after his disastrous defeatthe mountains of
Gilboa (2 Sam. 2:8)

David during the Absalom revolt (2 Sam. 17:21-22).

Mahanaim, in Gilead was also a designated cityehfge in Gad

(Josh. 21:38), in NT times, at the destruction efugalem, large
numbers of refugees fled to parts of Gilead, jgghay did in 1948.
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

Get hold of a map of the territories assignedaad, Fig. 5.3) Reuben

andManasseheast of the Jordan River, and locate as manlyeofawns
mentioned above as possible. Also write at leastiomportant thing the
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Bible says about 2 of the towns.
3.7  The Widerness and the Dryland

Isaiah 35:1-2 says:
The wilderness and the dryland shall be glad, thsedt shall rejoice
and blossom like the crocus it shall blossom abutlgaand rejoice
with joy and singing

This is a clear indication of how God sees His toga dry, perched
deserts will not remain so perpetually, but shalkirned into “pools of
water” while rich lands may turn wilderness, at Wisckon. Besides,
both deserts and rich fertile lands serve God'p@se in their own
right: just as the regions already discussed nartiedyeastern plateau of
Trans-Jordan, the Wadi Hasma south of the EdoneigbNNegeb) and
the wilderness of Zin, served God’s purpose, tmesnding deserts.
The two major divisions of this region are the EastPlateau of Trans-
Jordan and the Wilderness of Zin.

The Eastern Plateau of Trans-Jordanis an extension of Bashan
described above, which enters into Biblical historginly as a threat to
Israel’s security, particularly as homes of tedianites or Bedouin,
who unsuccessfully fought the Israelites under Mased Gideon (Num.
31:1-12; Jud. 6:1-6; 7:1-25; Is. 9:4; 10:26). Thpseple were brought
under Israelite control under David and Solomogfit. 27:30). In other
words, they were threats to Israel only when rubgdweak leaders
(Ps. 83:6, 9-12).

The Wilderness of Zin, on its own part includes all areas south of the
modern Gaza — Beersheba road and of a line rurirong Beersheba to
the Dead sea, through Ras ez-Zuweira. It is largatyen, and has to be
crossed in any passage from the coast (of Cis-dptdaArabia or the
Red sea. The region was connected as much to iRalest to Egypt,
such that Israelite rulers found it difficult to m&in an effective
control over it. Moreover, Egypt often allied witdom and Philistia to
menace Israel in the area. Thus, the prophet Amosewhat when the
“Lord raised up an adversary against Solomon,Hajad the Edomite,”
it was to the protection and help of Egypt thatEademite turned.

The wilderness of Zin particularly featured verpminently during the
Exodus (Fig 5.4). Even though the route thereiwel as Sinai cannot
be accurately identified today, however, Kadeshenghthe Israelites
stayed for a long time (Num. 13:26, 20:14, 22), ludted in the region
of Negeb, is significant for the sending of spie® isouthern Judea and
the Shephelah (Num. 13:22-23). The wilderness afeatured
prominently in the ministry of Jesus.
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The following are two of the important events ttwatk place at Kadesh:

o Israelites were given their first indication thabd>s promises
were to be fulfilled there.
o Israelites were assured at Kadesh that the land v&sdtaking

them to was “an exceedingly good land which flomth milk
and honey” (Num. 14:7-8)

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 7

1. Contrast the life in the 6 regions discusseavaldrom life in the
Wilderness and Dryland described in this section.
2. Write at least 3 things each you know abouedsgenerally and

the deserts mentioned in the Bible in particular.
3.8 Discussion

It is not very easy to cover the geography of aomegs large and
complex as Palestine or Holy land in one unit. datf We expect that
this unit will take much more of your time than mad the others.
Our advice is that you find the time, not only ®ad and study the
points included here, but also to study the mapd aupplement
both from other sources, including those recommende this unit.
Also, if you know anyone who has visited the Holgnld (Jerusalem
Pilgrim), you can seek audience with him/her, wigh view to
checking on some the points made here, as welbbect additional
information, especially on aspects/areas not meatidiere. In the final
analysis, you should convince yourself that theyHand is right here
on earth, like Nigeria and other countries/places know, and that
although many names have changed since Biblicastirthese places
are as real now as they were in Biblical history.

4.0 CONCLUSION

It has been a marathon journey over the territdryPalestine/Bible
land/Holy land. Using the geographical approachhaee described the
major regions, including:

The plains of Cis-Jordan, namely:

The Plain of Asher

The Coasts of Dor

The Plain of Sharon The Plain of Philistia
The Shephelah, or foothills of Judea

The Central Valley — Esdraelon and Jezreel
The hills of Cis-Jordan, namely:
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o The hill country of Judah
° The Galilee of the Gentiles

The hills of Trans-Jordan, namely:

° Bashasilead
° The Wilderness of Zin

In doing this, we have picked the most importargiors as far as
Biblical history is concerned. Even then, we hawe mtended to
degrade the others left out of the discussion, sisctheHill Country of

Ephraim and Manasselthe Carmel range the Rift Valley region etc.

In fact, leaving out the Rift Valley is at a higlost, and we will
suggest you read this up, particularly on Lake l&aland its region,
the Jordan Valley, the Dead Sea and Arabah.

5.0 SUMMARY

With this we complete the first module, which, st hoped, has given
you enough background information on Geography igdiyeand the

Geography of the Bible in particular. We can thenan to specific

topics relating to the physical (natural resour¢ddule 2) and human
(man-made) aspects (Module 3), with emphasis odighé they throw

on the Biblical message. The idea is to highliginsing specific

examples/illustrations. The one important legacy the Jewish

civilization as represented by Judaism/Bible, ngmtiat of theclose

(inseparable) link between the physical and theitsail.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Certificate

1. Assemble the Bible references on this regiaih(lzited here as
well as others you can find) and from them comnmenthe way
God sees the plain of Sharon as distinct from thg lumans see
the place in Biblical times.

2. Write down 3 things each you now know about

(@) the land and
(b)  the people of the Philistines, which you dat know before.

Diploma

1. Turn to Psalm 48:1-2 and comment based on wiate learnt
about Judah and Jerusalem in this part of the unit.

2. Use your Bible to find out at least two evethigt took place in
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each of the towns covered by Jesus around L. @atillering His
early ministry.

3. Contrast the life in the 6 regions discusseavaldrom life in the
wilderness and dryland described in this section.
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MODULE 2 THE PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF BIBLE
LAND

INTRODUCTION

In this module, you will be introduced, as we wrotéhe conclusion to

module 1, the close links between the physicakegsesented, on the
one hand natural objects, materials, events antuirtsa of the earth

generally, and on the other hand the Bible landpasticular, and

spiritual truth as contained in the Holy Bible ierngral. The message
that runs through the module, as also that of meo@ulon the human
aspect, is that to God, there is no real boundatwéden the physical and
spiritual; to Him, the things found on earth (Hreation essentially, are
replicas of things in heaven; to Him, to understamehdane things is
also to understand deep spiritual truth.

The examples used are:

a) The land and landscapes

b) The waters and water bodies

C) The trees and shrubs

d) The animals and birds,

e) The elements, climates, seasons, etc.

The main textbook isNature in the Bible: A Commentary on God’s
Revelation in His Creationyritten by Faniran, A.and copies of which
can be accessed through some libraries, includioget of the Nigerian
Baptist Theological Seminaries (at Ogbomoso andukayland Baptist
Colleges of Theology throughout the country. Inecgsu need copies of
your own, you can contact the author or visit béwks in Ibadan and
Ogbomoso.

Unit 1 The Land and Landscape of Israel/Bibled.an

Unit 2 The Waters and Water Bodies of Israel/8iband

Unit 3 The Trees, Shrubs and Grasses of Israd¢/Bind

Unit 4 The Animals and Birds of Israel/Bible Land

Unit 5 The Elements, Climates and Seasons o¢li&ible Land



UNIT 1 THE LAND AND LANDSCAPES OF
ISRAEL/BIBLE LAND

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Israel, the Holy Land of the Bible
3.2 The Figurative Express as the Land and Lapescaf
Israel
3.2.1 Introduction
3.2.2 A Good and Spacious Land
3.2.3 Land Flowing with Milk and Honey
3.2.4 Land of Briers and Thorns
3.2.5 Land that Devours its Inhabitants
3.3  The Hills and Mountains of Israel/Bible Land
3.4 Rivers and River Valleys of Israel/Bible Land
3.5 Rocks and Stones and other (Earth Materials) o
Israel/Bible Land
3.5.1 Rock and Stone Defined
3.5.2 Rock and Stone in the Bible
3.6  Discussion
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

To start off this module and unit, we considerppepriate to quote,
once more from our main source, namely, A. Fangdature in the
Bible, p2:

That the Bible is written from the background o¢ thewish (Israeli)
land and tradition cannot be disputed or contraddtt. (with the very)
close links between, on the one hand, the plantsthe landscapes,
and, on the other hand, the religious rites and st\gps contained in the
Bible

This has also been confirmed by many authors,quéatily people with
first-hand personal knowledge, quoted by the authdhe same source
mentioned above, namely, Hareuveni (1980:6):

The book’s...main purpose is to show how the lardraél became an
inseparable part of the very essence of Jewishlpeamd to explain
the significance of this relationship to all whocapt the Bible as part



of their cultural heritage (p.2).
This is also what we intend to do in this modulegibning with this
unit on the land and landscapes of Israel/Biblé.lan

20 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

present Israel as the Holy Land

examine Israel as land flowing with milk and honey
explain Israel as land of briers and thorns

discuss Israel as land that devours its inhabitaidts

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Israd,theHoly Land of the Bible

As shown above, the area that constitutes presgntsdael forms only
a small part of the original Israeli Kingdom, edspélg at the time of
kings David and Solomon (Fig. 6.1), when it extehtie the region of
River Euphrates among other places. Prior to thatiod, Moses
described the land promised Abraham and his deacg¢mthus:

Your Southern side will include some of the desérZin along the
border of Edom. On the east, your southern boundalfystart from the
end of the Salt Sea, cross south of Scorpion Rasgjnue on to Zin
and go to Kadesh Barnea. Then it will go to Hazdd# and over to
Azmon, where it will turn, join the Wadi of EgyptdaEnd at the
Sea. Your western boundary will be the coast ofGheat Sea... For
your northern boundary, run a line from the GreaaSto Mount
Hor...to Lebo Hamath. Then...go to Zedad, continue iplrZm and
end at Hazar Enan...For yiour eastern boundary, rurire from
Hazar Enan to Shepham... to Riblah on the east sidAim and
continue along the slopes east of he Sea Kinneiiétan the boundary
will go down along the Jordan and end at the Sadta Nu. 34:3-12).
The eastern and northern boundaries, of coursenéetl beyond the
above description, as shown by the land eventaaktypied east of the
Jordan (Nu. 32:1-5) and ruled over by David and&aln (Fig. 6.1).
Also as shown in (units 4-5) above, the Bible lasminetimes referred
to as Palestine, but definitely beyond it to plasdsere the Jews
sojourned, is much more expansive. Indeed, sompl@eall define it
as including all those areas which have come utigemfluence of the
Judaic Scripture, namely, the Judaic, Islamic ahds@Gan world, i.e.
places where “God’s people” live. However, the @picof the holy
land of the Bible is more restricted, limited t@tRromised Land of the



Israelites, i.e. Biblical Israel (see below).

The idea of holy land derives from the fact tha knd is occupied by
God’s people. This is the way your tutor expresses idea in your
textbook.

As the abode of God’'s people and consequentlyoth@od Himself, the
area and parts thereof connote deep spiritual megsithrough which
God deals with and speaks to the people (p.4)

God Himself confirms this concept in declaring pairtMt. Sinai (Mt.
Horeb) where He encountered Moses, a holy place:

“Do not come any closer”, God said. “Take off yosandals, for the
place you are standing is holy ground (Ex. 3.5)

The concept of holy land (sacred earth) is disai$sgher in unit 15,
below.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Locate at least one other place in the Bible, otihen those cited above,
where the “boundaries” of the Promised Land ofdbkiae described.
Note at least one significant difference.

3.2 The Figurative Descriptions of the Land and Landscapes of
| srael

3.2.1 Introduction

Before we go on to discuss the various perspectofetand, it is
necessary to attempt some definition/clarificatimore so, when we are
going to touch on aspects which ordinarily will nloé considered
relevant. This is especially so of topics such idds, livers, rocks, soils,
trees, climates, etc.

The dictionary meaning of the word “land” includes:

Solid part of earth’s surface

The ground or soil

An expanse of territory

A country state or nation

o Property as in landed property.

A Bible concordance gave the following synonymsref word “land”:
country, earth, ground, dry land etc. In the geplgi@al usage, the word
“land” may refer to a piece of ground or a parttloé earth’s surface,
such as a slope element, a facet, a unit, a lamdéystem, a region, a
country, a continent or the planet earth. It mapakfer to a resource,
e.g., land resource, examples of which are:



Rocks and minerals, Landforms/landscapes Soils

Plants and animals

The atmosphere — air, weather, climate, etc.

The hydrosphere or world of water — oceans, se#gs| rivers,
ponds, groundwater, etc.

O O 0O

It is in this (geographical) sense that the wonddlas used in this
module.

SELF-ASSESSM ENT EXERCISE 2

1. Look up the meaning of the word, land and laagdss and copy
it into your notebook.
2. Consult a Bible concordance for the synonymthefwords land

and landscape and write any new words to the alsive

Now back to the figurative descriptions of the lasfdsrael/Bible land,
also referred to as the Promised Land. The Bibletains several
ephitets, mostly by Moses, of this land, all wagithe Israelites about
the land they were going. Most of those descrigtiare contained in the
book of Deuteronomy, namely: a good land; land fil@with milk and
honey; land of briers and thorns, land that devdarpeople, and so on.
We discuss some briefly here.

3.2.2 A Good and SpaciousLand

When God told Moses that He was about to bringlshaelites out of
Egypt into Canaan, He described the land as ‘a goadspacious land’,
among others (EX. 3:8), God also added that thd laas ‘the most
beautiful of all lands’ (Ez. 20:6, 15). Also, whi#me 12 spies reported
to Moses, they confirmed this description from th&ivn experience:
‘The land we passed through and explored is exnggdgood ..." (Nu.
14:6-8). The single cluster of grapes they broughiich was so heavy
that it had to be hung on a pole and carried by tmem, with some
pomegranates and figs (N. 13:23, 24) was a conenatience of how
good the land is. Then, just before entering the |after 40years delay,
Moses urged the people to keep God’'s commandmeanitdier to stay
long in the land:

For the LORD your God is bringing you to a gooddan a land with
streams and pools of water, with flowing springsvihg in the valleys
and hills; a land with wheat and barley, vines digltrees ...; a land
where bread will not be scarce any of you will lawdthing ... When
you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lardr yGod for the
good land he has given you (Deut. 8:7-10).



3.2.3 Land Flowing with Milk and Honey

Although the word “land” as shown above, has sév@manotations and
meanings, the Bible uses it mostly for a countryha nation of Israel
also called the Promised Land. This is the sensalseeuse it here, with
particular reference to the ways the country iscdbed in the Bible,
only three of which are discussed here, while atlee taken up in
other parts of this unit.

The earliest of such descriptions is found in Exo@8, where God
says:

So | have come down to rescue them (Israelites) filee hand of the
Egyptians and bring them up out of that land intogaod and
spacious land flowing with milk and honey the home of the
Canaanites, Hittites, Amonites, Perizzites, Hivited Jebusites

The commonest understanding of the phrase flowiniy wilk and
honey is that of a rich and fertile land, a landootinty and prosperity.
While these connotations are not precluded, theahcheaning relates
to the biology — plants and animals — of the coynte. that of a land of
vegetation and pastures which provide abundantgéorfar animals
(sheep, cattle, etc.), for which the Israelites evknown — reference
Goshen in Egypt. The same type of (savannah/patkiayetation also
produces plenty of honey — hence, the epithet ‘ftigvwwith milk and
honey”. This is how your tutor states it on pp.¥3et your textbook:

The idea of land flowing with milk derives... frome tlabundant
vegetation and pasture, which provides abundanaderfor animals,

which produce abundance of milk... the same... extentisney. Just
as milk is produced in the body of an animal (a mmaf) to nourish

its young, honey is produced in the body of a besupply the hive with
food for the next generation... Honey is usually npbshtiful in the

same area where livestock produces the most msk,the same
pastures, rich in greens for goats and sheep, aisstain the bees in
the “manufacture” of honey.

Nevertheless, the idea of bounty and prosperity adso
relevant/applicable especially, in the sense thiatGod who blesses the
land, based on His favour and will, just as He @mkhen in Egypt and
Gerar valley for Isaac in Philistine (Gen.26: 12-15

3.2.4 Land of Briersand Thorns

If the epithet of land flowing with milk and honefers to God’'s
benevolence, that of briers and thorns turns tiposige side of the coin



— that of a just God. The two ideas are broughgectogether by Prophet
Isaiah thus:

In that day, a man will keep alive a young cow &nd goats...of the
abundance of the milk they give...All who remainh@ tand will eat
curds and honey...in every place where there weraistods of
vines...there will be only briers and thorns. Men wi there with bow
and arrows, for the land will be covered with bsgerand

thorns...the milk once cultivated...you will no longerthere for fear of
briers and thorns... (Is.7: 21-15)

As noted above, and is generally well known tillejavar, accompanied
by large scale physical destruction and wholesal@astation, especially
in Biblical times, is part of the history of Isra@init 14). One such
situation is described by Isaiah in the above mgssahere, among
other things, it was prophesied that:

A war from the north (by the Assyrians) would coatestroy all the
vineyards and other cultivated areas of Isra&his will turn the
countryside into largely uninhabited thorn bush aikers Honey and
milk (v. 22) will come from the wild vegetation/na@agricultural land
Hosea 2:14 and Micah 3:12, are examples of thenkissl of God in
providing for His people even after a destructiver Wwrought about by
the sin of the people. In other words, whether @age or war, the
faithfulness of God does not cease to His peopbet’$speople will feed
when others lack (Ps. 23:1; 34:10).

3.25 A Land that Devoursits Inhabitants

This description is contained in the report of IGhe 12 spies Moses
sent from Kadesh Barnea to learn what the Pronlised looked like
(Nu. 13:17-20). This report goes as follows:

We went into the land...and it does flow with milk &oney! ... but the
people who live there are powerful and the cities fartified and very
large. We even saw the descendants of the Anak théWe can't attack
these people; they are stronger than we are ... &hd tevours those
living in it.

The report is accurate in many ways, namely:
The country was inhabited by warlike people, witlperior weapons,
including iron chariots.

The forests harboured carnivorous animals (sees2Kg4;



12:25; Jer. 4:7; see also references to Samsomgid3, Benaiah's,
etc., encounters with wild animals, especially beard lions).

Giants or “men of gigantic size” were among theainkants, in the
presence of whom the Israelites looked “life graggiers” (Nu. 13:33).
The report, however, lacked faith in God, who hladven beyond doubt
to the Israelites that He was more than all thaseblpms. Yes, there
will be problems and tribulations, but Christiame aot to fear because
there is a God who has overcome the world (Jn.3)&8d has given
humans dominion over His creation (Gen. 1:27).

SELF-ASSESSM ENT EXERCISE 3

1. Search through the books of Exodus, Numberdsuderonomy
and list at least two other epithets or ways timel land landscape
of the Promised Land has been described.

2. Attempt a simple explanation of each, basedvbat you have
learnt in units 4-6 of this course, among others.

3.3 TheHillsand Mountains of Israel/BibleLand

Hills and mountains occupy very prominent positiamghe Bible for
many reasons:

The Israelites’ experience during the Exodus, d@gflgcon Mts. Sinai
(Horeb) Hor, Pisgah, Nebo

The Israelites initially settled in the hill couptr
Hills and mountains have natural attractions andfesdure in many
cultures

Next to vegetation, hills and mountains constit@espicuous features
of the land

Hills and mountains are readily associated withshigr and religious
rites (e.g. Mt. Sinai (Horeb) Mt. of Transfiguratjo Hills featured
prominently in the Ministry of Jesus (Mt. 5:1) (st 12).

Perhaps, on account of the above, God, in mangeplavarned His
people against worshipping hills and mountainslétitg) as many other
peoples around them did and still do.

In particular, before entering the Promised LanaddGducated His
people on what to expect, especially because ofvitle contrasts with
the plains and deltaic land of Goshen, where tre Itved for at least
four generations.



The great mountains and hills of Israel/Bible laarxd shown in Table
6.1, with their Bible references, from where youil wbtain information
about each of them. You are advised to note inquéar, the Abarim,
Bethel, Calvary, Ebal, Gerazim, Gilboa, Gilead, Hbloreb (Sinai),
Moriah, Nebo, Olives, Pisgah and Zion, and theiSgant events
associated with each.

Table6.1: The Great Mountainsand Hills of the Bible
Name Text(s)

Abarim Ararat Bashan Bethel Carmel Calvary Ebal iaph Gerizim
Gilboa Gilead Hermon Hor Horeb LebanonNu. 27:12:483 Deut.
32:49

Gen. 8:4; Jer. 51:271

Ps. 68:15

1 Sam. 13:2

1Kg. 18:19; 2Kg. 2:25

Mk. 15:22; Lk. 23:33

Deut. 15:22; Deut. 27:4, 13

Jo. 17:15; Jd. 2:9; 1Kg. 12:25

Deut. 11:29; 27:12; Jos 8:33

1 Sam. 28:4; 31:11; 2 Sam. 1:6, 21

Gen. 31:21, 25; Jg. 7:3

Deut. 3:8; Js. 11:17; 13:11; Ps. 29:6

Nu. 20:22, 21:4, 53:37

Ex. 3:1, 17:6; Deut. 4:10; 1 Kg. 8:9; Mal. 4:4
Deut. 3:25; Jg. 3:3; 1 Kg. 5:14

Misar Moriah Nebo

Olives or Olivet

Pisgah Seir Sinai Tabor

Zion/Sion

Ps. 42:6

Gen. 22:2; 2 Sam. 24:18

Deut. 32: 49; 34:1

2 Sam. 15:30, 24:3; Mk. 11:5; 13:3, Lk. 19:29;
21:37; 22:39; Ac. 1:12

Nu. 21:20, 23:14; Deut. 3:27; Js. 12:3

Gen. 14:6; Deut. 1:2

Ex. 16:1, 19:11, 24:16; 31:18; Ac. 7:38

Jg. 4:6; Ps. 89:12; Hos. 5:1

2 Sam. 5:7; 1 Kg. 8:1; Ps. 87:2; Rom. 11:26
Rev. 14:1



SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

For any five of the above hills and mountains, estat least two
important events that occurred there in Biblicalds. Use the Bible for
this if necessary.

3.4 Riversand River Valleys of |srael/Bible Land

Apart from hills and mountains, rivers and rivetlegs constitute other
prominent features of landscapes generally ancell&ible land in
particular.

Like hills and mountains, the Israelites were wdrrigefore their arrival
in the Promised Land, of the existence of “hilldarelleys” (Deut.
11:11). However, while hills and mountains are praent in the life and
events in the Bible, the rivers and river valleys aot so emphasized.
This does not mean, however, that they are leseriiaipt. The warning
by God that the Promised Land is one of “river aindr valleys”, like
that of “hills and mountains” is to stress the neatldifference from
Goshen, where life centred on the Nile (irrigatice against “rains of
heaven” in the Promised Land (Deut. 11:12).

A source described the difference between Gosheth @anaan
(Promised Land) thus:

On entering the land of Israel, they were facedhwite problems of
adaptation to very different conditions and farmimgethods. The
Israelites found themselves in a land of hills asatleys, with streams,
springs, underground water... The agricultural andrigation
techniques so effective in the Nile Valley coult e applied here ...
Entrance into the Promised Land exposed the Ideslio phenomena
of nature which they had not known in Egypt or he tSinai Desert.
Water, the source of all life, was totathiependent on rainfall brought
by wind-driven cloudgguoted by Faniran 2001:34).

The implication is that the strange phenomena wérsi and river
valleys, like hills and mountains, were capablebeing misconstrued,
more so when they had alternative explanationseities among the
native peoples they were replacing. God, therefwegned against such
misconception, leading to idolatry, especially xoBus 20:3-4:

Worship no other god but me. Do not make for ydueseimages of
anything in heaven or on earth. do not bow dowartg idol or worship
it, because | am the LORD your God and | toleraieinals.

The rivers mentioned in the Bible are not restricted to thimsésrael,
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but all of them have bearing on and implication hog Bible message;

all affected in one way or another the life anddrig of the Israelite
nation in Biblical times. Table 6.2 shows the mmsthmonly mentioned
rivers in the Bible, with the Nile, Euphrates amatdhn standing out
among them, in terms, not only of their frequendymention, but
mainly on account of their significance in the libé the peoples. For
example,

Table6.2: Someriversof |srael/Bibleland

River Text

Euphrates Gen. 15:18; Ex. 23:31; Deut. 1:7; Jos. 1:4;
Chr.5:9; 2Sam 8:3; 1Chr. 18:3,

Nile Gen.46:3-34; Ex. 2:-10; 7:14;19:35 e

Joidar Jos 3:4; 1-15; 2kgs. 5; Lk 4:2

Memon B rool Jos 11:5;

Mizpaf Jn 11:1¢

Arnon Jos 12:

Megiddo & Kishon Jud 4:!

Kibbok Jos 12:.

Lebanol Jos 12:

Enshemes Jos 14:

Hinnor Jos 14:

Rephain Jos 14

Nephroal Jos 14:!

Jeiree Jos 17:1

Iphtahe Jos 19:1

Elar 1jam. 1:2; 19:21:¢

The Euphrates, the only one referred to in the eBilals “The
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River”

o provided a route of communication between eastaexst

o marked the boundary of the land promised to thesdsef
Abraham” (Gen. 15:18)

o had the city of Babylon on its banks

o was mentioned in connection with:

Jacob’s return journey from Median (Gen. 31:21)aBah (Nu. 23:24)
David’s military campaigns (2 Sam. 8:3) Solomonisgdom (2 Kgs.
4:21)

the defeat of the Syrian army

the destructive power of God (Is. 11:15) the pumsht of Israel (Is.
7:20; 8:7) judgement of God (Is. 27:12; Jer. 2:fé5toration of Israel
(Mic. 7:12; Zech. 9:10)

Similarly, the Nile is the “sacred” river of Egyphentioned most
frequently in connection with the ‘Israelites’ soja in Egypt and
Goshen, where the Israelites lived for over 400ry@ad multiplied in
number several fold was in the Nile Delta regioig(f.4). the most
significant mention was in connection with the dagethat led to the
deliverance of the Israelites and their successixbdus to the
Promised Land (Ex. 7:14; 9:35)

Finally, River Jordan is the most important riverRalestine, being the
largest river and with the associated lakes and #&a most important
source of water in Palestine.

Three significant events took place there, viz:

Passage of the lIsraelites, under Joshua, on dmy tanenter the
Promised Land. Prophets Elijah and Elisha alsosedshe Jordan dry
land, just as the spies on Jericho.

The healing of Naaman (2 Kgs. 5; Lk 4:27) Baptisinesus by John
(Matt. 3:14-17)

A valley is any hollow low-lying land bounded by higher gnouand
usually traversed by a river; a stretch of landweein two hills or
mountains, often with a river flowing through it.

Unlike river, water, land, hill, mountain, etc. ethvord “valley” occurs
less frequently in the Bible. Nevertheless, sigaifit events occurred in
valleys as well in the Bible, e.g.

Sites for the prescription for the expiation ofneei or concerning
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unresolved murders (Deut. 21:1-9)

Sites of both successful battles (with God’s hélgsgs. 20:23-
34) as well as disastrous ones (without His helphg 25:5-13)
The valley of dry bones (Ez. 37:1-14).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

1. Locate five rivers and river valleys on any mapunits 5 and 6.
2. write at least two important events that ocediron any two
important rivers mentioned in this section.

3.5 Rocksand Stones (Earth Materials) of | srael/Bible Land
3.5.1 Rock and Stone Defined

The word “rock” is used in many senses, namely, for

any naturally formed aggregate or mass of mineratten whether
coherent or not an appreciable part of the eadhiface a mineral ore,
e.g. copper a prominent landform such as peakf, @iomontory a
massive area of a country, or to parts thereoftapatar land forms, e.g.
“Rock of Gibraltar” firm and coherent or consoliddtsubstances that
cannot be normally excavated by manual methodsealdre last two
connotations are closer to both the popular (commeam) usage and
the Biblical one. The Biblical usage also doesdistriminate between
“rock” (massive” and “stone”, broken, cut, piece wodck, as in
cornerstone.

3.5.1 Rock and Stonein the Bible
In addition to the literal (physical, natural) catation, indeed more
than it, the Biblical usage of the words “rock” afgtone” connotes

fundamental spiritual truth. Even in the literahgs, the miraculous is
implied as in the “water — from rock” incident (EX7:1-7; Nu. 20:8-13)

The peak of the spiritual connotation is the angloiglesus Christ as
Rock or stone

Our salvation (Deut. 32:15);

The stone which builders rejected that has becone t
cornerstone/capstone, etc. (Ps. 118:22; 1 Pe.)2:4-8

the only foundation that has been laid for ourfait God (1 Cor. 3:17)
the foundation for a stable life in God (Is. 28:M3; 7:24
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At the level of humans, Jesus Christ called Sinome, of His disciples,
Peter orCephas,meaning stone or broken/cut rock (Mt. 16:17-19), on
account of his confession of Jesus Christ as “tre @ the living God,”
the Messiah of humankind.

As instrument in the hand of its maker, God usezk rand stone for
various purposes:

The Ten Commandments were engraved in rock or stablets by
God Himself (Je. 19:24; Ex. 34:1) which have simeplaced with
fleshly tablets of the heart (2 Cor. 3:3).

Jesus’ body was buried in a grave “hewn out inrtek” (Mk.15:46)
Huge stone was placed at the grave entrance teetfdhe body from
being stolen, but the stone was rolled away aftpthiat of resurrection
(Mt. 28:2; Lk. 24:2).

David killed Goliath with only one of the five smihostones he picked
up from a river bed (1 Sam. 17:40).

Stones were used as Joseph’s pillow when he ersm@aahiGod for
the first time, following which He was never therea(Gen. 28:10-22)
Several rock memorials were established in Isrde$.(4:3; 24:27; 1
Sam. 7:12).

Stones from heaven (hailstone) were used as weagamst the
Amorite army (Jos. 10:11), among others

As an instrument in the hand of humans; rocks aoies were used in
the Bible positively to build up and negativelyliceak down; both of
which served God'’s purpose, e.g.:

for killing law breakers — adulteress and blasphsnillu. 15:35; Mt.
23:37; Ac. 7:59; 14:19), to demonstrate God’s gesor

Satan as stones of darkness and shadow of deatl2§3), to show
God’s protective power (Ps. 91:12)

Other earth materials that have been treated iflasimanner to rocks
and stones areoils (He. 6:7-8; Mt. 13:1-15; Mk. 4:1-12; Lk. 8:4-10);
dust(Gen. 2:7; 3:14, 14; 13:16; Nu. 23:10; Ex. 8:16;25:12; 29:4;

clay (Ro. 9:19-21; Dan. 2:31-44; Jn. 9:1-79rnaments (precious

stones) andalt

Conclusively, the position of the Bible is very aleon earth materials.
Whereas Jesus Christ, the creator of all thinggthés original rock

foundation, in the scientific sense tigmeous rock base (earth’s crust,
mantle and core) — Christians are the rocks/blcakd,stones, soil, dust,

14



clay, ornaments, etc. In other words, the Biblei®aus the fragmentary
rock particles — stones, soil, etc., as parts amdgis of the unweathered
rock foundation of the earth planet (the earth’sstr just as His
followers (the church) are parts of Himself, of Hisody (1
Cor.12:27:30).

SELF-ASSESSM ENT EXERCISE 6

1. List four of the different types of earth madés discussed in this
section with at least two Bible references on agph.

2. Discuss the analogy drawn from the relationdig@pveen rock
(foundation) and stones (broken/cut rock) vis-athies way Jesus
(Petra) and PeterRetrog are used in the Bible.

3.6 Discussion

The material summarized in this unit covers a wigege of topics. In
the textbook it is covered in about five chaptétere we have brought
them together, based on the fact that they alldgeto thelithosphere
as distinct from thenydrosphere, biosphergplants and animals) and
atmosphereto be treated in units 7, 8, 9 and 10, respecti\Mdbreover,
it will be necessary for you to appreciate the logtween the different
topics, namely, that:

Land forms, including river valley, hill and mouimta are
built/developed in rocks of various types.

Rocks and stones are broken fragments of weathpeet base
geology, from which soils form.

Soil provide food and other support for plants Baare food for
animals and humans.

It is also necessary for you to appreciate thatldaapes involve more
than rocks but also vegetation (land flowing witiiknand honey; land
of briers and thorns) as well as wild animals (lahdt devours its
inhabitants).

40 CONCLUSION

The conclusion drawn from this unit, like that betothers in the other
parts of the course, is that the Bible presentbdistic view of God’s
creation, with Him as the core, the centre,nthdir, to which everything
else is tied and which everything else revolve. [&/the landscapes in
particular and nature in general reflect the aliigdss of God in Jesus
Christ, the various earth materials are linkedhigirtsource in the way
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the church is linked to Jesus Christ its foundat ambodiment. They
all belong to one body, namely the Body of Chrestuk.

50 SUMMARY

As noted above, we have covered a wide range a¢gogsues in this
unit, in relation to our study area, namely, Ist@idle lands, including:

the epithets/figurative expressions of the land Emdiscapes the hills
and mountains the rivers and river valleys the spdtones and other
earth materials.

We have brought them together as parts and pastetse lithospheric

portion of the planet earth

More importantly, We have discussed the variouscsogrom the

Biblical perspective, i.e. from the way God peresithem and also
expects humans, as part of His creation, to sem,tle order to be
His image and exercise likeness, and in which fdray (humans) can
satisfactorily fulfil the dominion role given togm at creation.

Our prayer is that you will see and understand thisne message
about the earth, which God creates, and live beitrest of your life.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Certificate

1. Use a Bible text to define/describe the boupaarthe Promised
Land, preferably including the Canaanite nations e
incorporated into it.

2. Give at least two synonyms of the word “land’fieom the Bible.

Diploma

1. With reference to the geography of Israel, axpthe epithet: “a
land flowing with milk and honey”.

2. Discuss the importance of mountains in worsimpBiblical
times.

3. Consider the appropriateness of the analogydsst, on the one
hand, rock and rock fragments, and, on the othed h2esus and
His followers.
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UNIT 2 THE WATER AND WATER BODIES OF
ISRAEL/BIBLE LAND

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0  Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1  Water in Nature
3.2 Water in the Bible
3.3  Water Bodies of Israel/Bible Land
3.4  Jesus Christ the Source of the Water of Lifedlg Water
3.5 Discussion

4.0 Conclusion

50 Summary

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Water features prominently in parts of the previadiscussions,
especially under rivers and river valleys in unit Bhis is because
valleys, to be so properly called, must have redultom fluvial (water
erosion) action at the earth’s surface.

However, while rivers and river valleys are essHifi
landform/landscape, or better still geomorphololgieatures, water is a
substance (hydrosphere), like air (atmosphere)ock and minerals
(lithosphere). Although some authorities classifyatev with earth
materials, the Bible does not do anything of thet.s®ather, it
distinguishes between the channel and the waier in

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o describe and discuss the position of water botratnre and in
the Bible

o describe the water bodies of Israel/Bible land]udimg water
in rivers, seas, lakes and wells

o explore the spiritual connotation of water gengralhd specific

water bodies in particular.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Water in Nature

Water is definitely one of the major recurring wpof human history,
especially its lack (drought) or superabundanc®).

In recent years, emphasis has been on the sudaidabelopment of
water resources, both at global and regional (tholy national) levels,
especially fresh or potable water for domestic agdcultural use.
Water resources have, therefore, been featuringnipemtly in the
development programmes of nations and nation graliks, especially
at the drainage basin level.

Water is a unique substance with several valuabibates, namely:
exists in the three states of mattdiquid, solid, vapour/gas

o high level of stabilityassociated with the nature of its hydrogen
bonds, and responsible, among other things, forhilga heat
absorption capacity, or specific heat, of the satst, compared
to other substances — solid and gaseous, - thusmgaikpossible
for it to support life and regulate the temperatafe other
substances and that areas close to it.

o high power of cohesion,e. power to stick together, thus making
it conducive to plant, animal and human life.
J adhere to and wets substances in contact withTermed

capillarity, in science, this property explains the movement of

water and nutrients in soils to feed plant rootsims and leaves,
through the process osmosis.

o a remarkable solvent.e. dissolves more substances than any

other liquid or matter.
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Find your previous notes or textbook on integratednce and revise
the properties of water as a substance. You magbbe to add to the
gualities enumerated in this section.

3.2 Water intheBible

The Bible mentions mostly fresh water resourcepg@slly those on
surface (seas and rivers) or near the land surfaedls). The deep
aquifers of today were unknown in Biblical times.

Most if not all the properties of water are exerigdl in the way the

word “water” is used in the Bible. This is the wggur tutor stated in
your main textbook:
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It is as if the writers of the Bible were (wategientists, which they
really were ... taught by the inspiration of God, 8wrce and author
of all knowledge, science and otherwise (2 Tim63Jam 1:5). They
were shown the details and intricacies of God’'sdwia as represented
by the nature of water as a component of God’s tavea They were

aware that God is the creator of water with its peoties and for

specific purposes — physical, spiritual, psychatadji social, economic
and so on (pp 44-45).

More specifically the word “water” is used in thebE in connection
with:

the creation story (Gen. 1:1; 9-13; 20-23; 26-28; 20) Noah’s flood
(Gen. 6:9-8: 19) fight against God’s enemies, &igera’s army (Jos.
5:21) and the Egyptian army (Ex. 15:8) the demartisin of being
completely subject to God e.g.:

o the Red Sea during Exodus (Gen. 14:8)

o R. Jordan, on the occasion of the Israelites ergehie Promised
) Land (Jos. 3-4), and in the ministry of Prophetgakl (2
Kgs.2:8) and Elisha (2 Kgs. 2:14)

R. Euphrates (Jos. 24:2)

Galilean Sea walk by Jesus (Mt. 14:22-32) Heakng,

Naaman (2 Kgs. 5)

Man born blind (In. 9:6-7)

Like rock and related materials, water is used ofl @ achieve His
purpose. Other more specific divine roles of waier contained in the
next section.

SELF-ASSESSM ENT EXERCISE 2

List four different places in the Bible God usedevao demonstrate his
power in different ways.

3.3 Water Bodiesin Israel/Bible Land

The water and water bodies of Israel/Bible landfcasd in the Bible
belong to 3 categories:

those in lakes and seas those in rivers, well water
There are four lakes/seas — Mediterranean or Beat Dead Sea, Sea
of Galilee (Chimereth) and L. Hula (Semechonistis).

The rivers and associated phenomena have alreaaty discussed in
unit 6
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Wells played very important roles, mainly on acdooh scarcity of
surface water:

as memorials of great events and peoples as remdezw meeting
points

° in connection with Isaac’s marriage
o the scene of the strange Samaritan woman and Jesus

The three water sources or categories have ong thinommon in the
Bible: they affected the lives of the people inithécinities in various
ways, namely:

R. Jordan’s water, as observed earlier, was maweus by at least 2
events:

o the healing of Naaman, the Syrian captain (2Kgdp:1
o the baptism of John, especially that of Jesus Ciivis 3:1-12).

In the two cases ordinary (natural) water was tiinméo (a) a physical
drug and (b) a soul cleansing (spiritual) substarespectively. The
baptism case, in particular, has since assumedtegiealer dimensions,
especially in the church, where it serves the psepd:

remission of sins full membership of the churchGaid, Body of Christ
entrance into the celestial kingdom doorway to @eas sanctification
by the reception of the Holy Spirit Also known & tSalt Seathe
Dead Seanarks the southern end of the Great Jordan River @mlike
the Sea of Galilee, has no outlet. It also lay ity@cal desert location
with intense evaporation and consequent over caraten of mineral
salts. The water was described as bitter and isseshmade famous
(memorable) as scenes of God’s judgement or vewgeang. of the
cities of Sodom, Gomorah, Adamah, Zebiom and ZaaBeta (Gen.
19). TheDead Sea Scrollound there in 1947 and subsequently have
popularized the site (see Theodore Heline, 198@,Dead Sea Scrolls:
The Essenian Forerunners of Christ).

The Sea of Galilee is located in a wetter and rierea than the Dead
Sea; and had, in Biblical (NT) times, such floumgh towns as
Capernaum, Bethsaida, Gergesa, etc. (Fig 5.2). Sé& of Galilee
region is particularly important in the Ministry afesus, e.g. in
connection with:

o the calming of storm (Mt. 8:26)

o the calling of Simon (Peter), Andrew, James and JOt. 4:18-
o 22)
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Jesus and Peter walking on storming water (Mt. 2-872)
healing of multitude of people (Mk. 3:10)

teaching with parables (Mk. 4:12)

the miraculous fish catch (Lk. 5:6-11

appearance to the disciples after the resurre(lmm21.7-14)

The wells also served God’s purpose in several ways

o God spoke to Hagar at the “Well of the Living Godorsees me”
(Gen. 16:15)

o Hagar and her son Ishmael were saved from instaathdby
thirst by water from another well (Gen. 21:19)

o The well where Abraham’s servant met Isaac’'s wiRepecca

o (Gen. 24:11-22)

. The well where Moses met Jethro’'s people who laezame

Moses’ father in law (Ex. 2:15) and counselor/adr{&x. 18)

Perhaps the most memorable of the wells mentionetie Bible was
Jacob’s well.Still in existence today, it was the location ofJ® very
rare “Press Conference” or “Crusade”, with the S#mara woman of
guestionable character the strange, unexpectedraaa{see above; Jn.
4)

SELF-ASSESSM ENT EXERCISE 3

1. Giver at least two examples (with referencesgat¢h of the 3
categories of water bodies of Israel/bible land

2. Describe the spiritual significance of any oé¢he categories of
water bodies.

3. With particular reference ttacob’s Wellexpatiate he roles

played by wells in the life of Biblical Israel.

34 JesusChrist the Source of the Water of Life/Living
Water

In addition to the well-known uses of water indezhby the Bible, e.qg.:
drinking (Gen. 21:14; Ex. 15:25) cleansing/healiet;. (Lev. 6:27;
2Kgs. 5; Mt. 3)

Water serves much more important purpose in théeB#specially in
the symbolic/figurative sense of the concept ahtiwater/water of life,
and its links with Jesus Christ. Two books of thbl& among others —
John and Revelation — made this point very clearly.

In John 4:10, we have:
Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew tlfieojiGod and who it
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Is that asks you for a drink, you would have askid and he would
have given yoliving water (emphasis added).

And in John 4:13, we again have:

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water vélthirsty again,
but whoever drinks the water | give him will neveirst. Indeed, the
water | give him will become in him spring of water, welling up
to eternal life (emphasis added).

Revelation 22:17 has

And the spirit and the Bride say, “Come”. Everyowdo hears this
must also say, “Come”. And let the one who is tlyitsome; let the one
who wishes take theater of life without cost (emphasis added.

Other references to this concept include Ez. 4Z€t;,. 14:8; Jn.
7:37-38; Rev. 22:1-2

This meaning or analogy is also extended to waterelated
phenomena at the earth’s surface, viz:

o brook (Ps. 110:7)
o well (Is. 12:3)
o fountain (Ps. 36:9; Pro. 13:14; Jer. 2:13)

The analogy is expressed in the way Jesus Chrmte tihan physical
water sustains both physical and spiritual lifeHd§ people. As your
tutor stated it on pp. 51-52 of your textbook:

Water is important in sustaining the physical earflesus Christ is
much more than that. He sustains both the physcal the spiritual
life. He lasts longer than the physical water, kattwhen all earthly
water is dried up, He will continue to flow. Inde¢lde waters of Israel
to God are much more than just the physical... Whethlerook, pond,
lake, stream, sea, well, fountain or river, the evatin the Bible point to
Jesus, the source of life and without whom we canadhing (Jn. 15:5)

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

1. Use a Bible concordance to obtain more refa®te Jesus as the
source of a sustaining life

2. Read Ezekiel 47:1-12 and comment on what yalerstand by
the idea of “the river from the Temple”.

3. Read Rev. 22:1-6 and explain what you undeddbgrithe River
of Life” (NIV).
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3.5 Discussion

The following are possibleliscussion/meditations/points/topieghich
will assist you to better comprehend the message®iinit:

The unique (physical) properties of natural water

The miracles connected with water in the Bible, &lde, Red
Sea, Rivers, Lakes, Seas, etc.

The analogy of Jesus as the Water of Life or Soofckiving
Water.

40 CONCLUSION

Water is crucial in both the physical and the spali life of God’s
people. This unit has cast light on the much negtecspiritual
significance, for the scientist, without leaving tothe physical
component, for the theologian with limited scieistifackground.

50 SUMMARY

This unit completes/complements the natural (minera based)

substances began in unit 6. As mentioned at thenbieg of the unit,

some scientists classify water alongside rocks aath anaterials, and
with it shares many attributes. Nevertheless, wee hdentified and

provided the basis for separate treatment of waaterwater bodies by
stressing:

Water in nature

Water in the Bible

Water Bodies in Israel/Bible land

Jesus Christ as the Source of the Water of LifedigiwWater

In all these, emphasis is placed on the spiritspkat to have the topic
well within the entire programme of Christian Thegy. This is done by
laying greater emphasis on the Biblical than thergic aspect of the
topic.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Certificate/Diploma
1. Find your previous notes or textbook on integgascience and

list the physical properties of water, paying ditamto properties
not included in this unit.

2. With reference to Jacob’s Well, examine theesobf wells in
Biblical Israel.
3. Comment on the concept of Jesus as Living \W&feger of Life.
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UNIT 3 THE TREES, SHRUBS AND GRASSES OF
ISRAEL/BIBLE LAND

CONTENTS
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3.3.8 The Olive, Fig, Grape and Atad
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3.4 Discussion
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5.0 Summary
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

So far, in this module, we have been discussingndisdly lifeless
in non- organic or living substances of the earthtsface and near
surface. In Module 2 Unit 1, we discussed the land landscapes,
including rocks and mineral of various types, adlifg part of the
lithosphere In unit 2, we treated water or tihgdrosphericcomponent,
leaving us with two spheres, namely, thi@sphere or the world of
plants and animals and tl@mosphereor air and the celestial space.
While the biospherecontains the living component, including humans,
the atmospherelike the lithosphere and hydrospherg is essentially
lifeless, except in microscopic forms. In this unite will take on the
plant component of the biosphere while unit 9 wekl with the animal
component, minus humans. The last unit in this rfeodull be on the
atmospherand the outer space or celestial space.
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20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o discuss the place of plants (trees, shrubs andsegasn nature
identify the trees planted in the Garden of Eden

o discuss the typical trees, shrubs, grasses, faetsjs and flowers
of Israel (Bible land).

o analyse the more figurative/spiritual meaning arsgsuof the

various examples.
3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Introduction

As noted above, trees, shrubs and grasses, wittifolans (hills,
mountains, plains and valleys) form the major congmis of the
landscape of an area, Israel/Bible land inclusiMeerefore, it is not
surprising that they occupy a very crucial place play very significant
roles in passing the Biblical message across toasm

Chamber’s Encyclopedia (1969:787), has this toaayut the flora of
present — day Israel:

The Flora, owing to the variety of climate, is rekably rich. In the

northern hills, tracts of maguis survive from thecent forests; the
commonest growth is evergreen oak, but many othehds, such as
hawthorn, terrebinth, buckthorn and storax, arerfduThe contrast is
marked between the arid appearance of the mountdunéng the

greater part of the year and their brilliant colang during the brief

spring, which they are carpeted with anemones, @Esppulips and

asphoitel. The banks of R. Jordan, lined with thge&wth of poplar,

tamarisk and oleander, contrast with the arid plam either side, where
the saline soil supports only such plants as saltwonly steppe and
desert plants can survive in the Negev; e.g. theklyr pear (Sabra).

Around the Dead Sea grow such tropical shrubs asatiple of Sodom
and the Indian mallow (p. 92)

The above description essentially reflects huménence after several
millennia of occupation and destruction, rathemthize natural/original
vegetation. Fortunately, however, as in the cadesetilements and
wells, the Bible has proved to be a most reliablaseum’, for the trees
and shrubs, especially, of the area. The Biblehistefore, a veritable
living evidence (mirror) of what humans have dooenature generally
and vegetation in particular in Israel/Bible land.

More than this, the Bible is the only source ofbommfiation on the very
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close links between God and His creation, deteetéloim the special
symbolic use of words, with special reference ¢e$rand shrubs, on the
one hand, and, one the other hand, God’'s messéamgertans. Haveureni
(1969: 14-15) is quoted on p. 93 of your textboskalows:

. @ major reason... for involvement with nature wass flact that the
landscapes of Israel and its phenomena of natureehaeen deeply
intertwined with the entire field of Jewish tradii throughout all
generations ... they have always raised in the in&gin of particular
aspect of individual or national life, whether agtaphor, parable, or
symbol, whether in the Pentateuch, in the wordghefprophets, or in
the oral law, or in the writtings.

Giving the dozens of plants (trees, shrubs andsgssencountered in
the Bible, each of which is significant in its owight, for the divine
message conveyed, only a few examples can be edtloere. Interested
readers are encouraged to consult the referenaesliaas other sources,
including publications of the Neot Kedumin Orgamiza on The
Biblical Landscape Reserve in Isra¢h the meantime, we revietor
youin the next section, as it is our practice, thesadf plants in nature
generally, as a prelude to entering the spiritealm of the Bible.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Give one reason why the Bible is a reliable ‘eurs’ for the
trees and shrubs of Israel/Bible land

2. Give one reason for studying the trees andbshnf Biblical
Israel

3.2 Treesand Shrubsin Nature

Trees and shrubs are not only among the largesitsplahey also
constitute the ultimate in the vegetation of placesclimax vegetation
Some trees grow higher that 30 - floor sky scrapped to 1000 years.
Consequently, many people see trees as if theydnever.

The use of trees and shrubs are many, viz:

shade houses for generations tree buds, floweugs,fretc., tell the
seasons of the year provide food and other suppirtshumans,
including wood, latex, resin and tannic acid, amatigers conserve
nature if properly managed, used objects of worgthgpested by God)
All these and more are also found in the Bible,gheat gift/heritage of
God to humans. God has also used trees, shrulssegteaetc., in special
ways to communicate with His people, a few exampiesvhich are
contained in the rest of this unit.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Enumerate as many uses of trees as possilitejrasin nature

2. Use a Bible concordance or dictionary to asserb many trees,
shrubs, grasses, fruits, seed and flowers as pessib
preparation for the next section of this unit. (Yaextbook, if
you have access to it, contains in an appendixexample of
such inventory which you can consult. The appeniixalso
useful for the other units in this module).

3.2 Treesand Shrubsin Isradl/Bible Land
3.3.1 Introduction

As noted above, it is impossible only not to exlhdug also to include
all the important examples of trees and shrubs iwoak like this.

However, the examples included will be sufficieatdrive out point
home on the ways “the landscapes (trees and shafdsyael and its
phenomena of nature have been deeply intertwindd tive entire field
of Jewish tradition” (Haveureni, 1969:14), notatiig Bible.

An indication of the great number of the trees ghdubs of Israel is
given in the index to Haveureni book, which corgaaver 100 items,
varying from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop ¢inaws out of the
rock. The following trees (and shrubs) are discdiseesome detalil, in
what follows:

Tree of Life and Tree of the Knowledge of good axud

The tamarisk trees

The Rotean/salt bush

The caper, the sneh

The yetarim

The olive, fig, grape and atad
The sycamore

The cedar, the palm the vine.

3.3.2 Treeof Lifeand Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil

The Bible mentions these trees of the Garden ohladeonnection with
the fall of man and his ultimate redemption.

According to Genesis 3, Eve and Adam tasted thee Toé the

Knowledge of Good and Evil and so lost their etgrrihey sinned and
received the consequent sentence of death (Ged). ey were also
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prevented from tasting the Tree of Life by theiygical expulsion from
the Garden of Eden (Gen 3:22-24)

The implications of the “Fall”, i.e. eating the bidden fruit, are many,
beyond physical death. Among these are:

Tree worshipThis practice has remained rampant, including antbag

Israelites, who were given specific laws againgtEix. 20:3-4; Deut.

5:7-10). They (the Israelites) are known to havarVed wooden

idols in the imitation of their other neighbourssi as many pagans
worship and otherwise deify especially the largersting trees”

(Faniran, 2001:98)

The popularity of the pagan practice of tree wgrshimong the
Israelites is reflected by the quantum of its candation by prophet
after prophet (see Is. 44:13:17).

By contrast, the attitude of Abraham to trees seeng® back to that of

the Tree of Life, when he plantedamarisk treeat Beersheba and then
“called upon the name of the LORD, the eternal G@kn. 21:33). The

tamarisk tree, as will be shown later, is a shade that protects both
people and the land.

The name “Tree of Life” fits the popular descriptiovhether of the
unknown Garden of Eden example, or its contempoegryvalents in
different countries, e.g.:

TheArborvitaefound in USA and China and described as:
- a hardy, evergreen tree:

with sweet odour

noted for its durability

grow to >60m

wood used for boats, poles, shingles, siding, oamdal, etc.

The oil palm in the humid tropical regions, with magls of uses.
The Biblical connotation of the Tree of Life siges eternal life. God
intended humans to live forever like the “eternai™everlasting tree,”
which life sin has cut short. This tree has sineerb“replanted” as
Jesus Christ, such that anyone who believes in \ilimot perish but
have eternal life (Jn. 3:16). Romans 5:12-19 ptitig way:

. as by one sin entered into the world and deatlsiby.. so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

The idea of Jesus being the Living water/wateiifef Idiscussed earlier
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Is again apposite here (Ez. 47:1-12; Jn. 4:1-4-8(3 48-51, 58;
7:33-38).

3.3.3TheTamarisk Tree (Hebrew Ethel)

This tree is mentioned in connection with Abrahaee(above) and with
Samuel and Saul (1 Sam 22:6). Its choice by Abrahasibeen traced
to its major characteristics of:

o its ability to provide shade, of great advantagehe hot dry
lands of Beersheba

o its ability to hold or bind (desert) sand togethampther great
asset.

o it's ability to withstand heat and long dry spdilg sending its
root deep down to find water underground.

Your textbook, on p. 101, summed up the importaricke tamarisk
tree thus:

The place of the tamarisk tree ... is, thereforequaiand shows the
extent of the botanical (ecological) knowledge Elde to Abraham

that back in history ... God taught (inspired) Abrahahat he needed
to know about his new abode in Beersheba, as welibaut the plants
that will profit both the land and the people most.

The spiritual significance of this lies in seekiagd readiness to learn
from God, the source of all knowledge, understagdind wisdom (1

Cor. 12:4-11).

3.3.4 The White Broom (Rotem) and the Salt Plant

This is another prominent plant (a bush or shrgiajrain the Beersheba
area. In Genesis 21:14-15, Hagar (and Ishmaelep@ted to have felt
sudden change from the cool shade under the tamarithe burning
expanse of country of the desert environment. Tkisgrefore, sought
some protection under the (white broom) bushes.

Many Bible passages aptly describe this bush aelsr

In Palm 120:3-4, a slanderous, deceitful or falsegte is likened
among others to the “burning coals of the broone"tréalso called
rotem embers This is borne out of the experience that:

o rotem embers, although extinguished on the outside, still
continues to burn inside, beneath the ashes, Idteg ather
embers have died out.

o rotemis commonly used as kindling in cooking stoves|udmg
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its roots, trunk and branches
o trade in rotem was banned by law

Thus, signifying or clearly showing the disastratmnsequences of
slander, deceit and falsity in human affairs andrse still, in spiritual
matters. Its effects last and last until, if undtest; it destroys the fabric
of the society.

Elsewhere, God warns against the evil use of timgue (Ps. 34:13;
Ps. 57:4; James 3:5-14), while its wholesome ufikesed to a “tree of
life” (Prov. 15:4); an instrument to confess anaipe the Lord (Is.
45:23; Ro. 14:11).

In Job 30:1, 4, the younger generations who wetieuiing Job were
likened to salt-plant leaves amdtem roots. In the case of the rotem,
the picture presented contrasts the aristocraticiddis hey days with
his impoverished state and target of scorn by nengadhering desert
plants for food, thus spotlighting/stressing theteak of Job’s
psychological, apart from physical torture/pains.

In 1Kg. 19:3-8, Prophet Elijah at Beersheba, saeuma broom tree and
prayed that he might die (v. 14). He, however, et ame time felt
so comfortable that he felt asleep (v. 5). He wae &d twice by an
angel with bread (cake) “baked over hot coals” \\a6 embers, which
sustained him for “forty days and forty nights Umie reached Horeb,
‘the mountain of God’ (v. 8)

Overall, the overwhelming spiritual imagery presehof this plant in
the Bible seems to be that of fire, the symbol otiG:

presence and Glory (Ex. 3:2; 13:21-22)

holiness (Deut. 4:26; Heb. 12:29)

protection (2Kgs. 6:17; Zech. 2:5)

judgement (Is. 60:15-16; Zech. 13:9; Mal. 3:2)

Culturally, rotem is used for the 24-hour burnimg Sabbath, and to
keep water and dishes, etc., warm, without kindhag fire.

3.3.5 The Sneh (Burning Bush)

The story of the burning yet unburnt bush is com@diin Exodus 3:1-5.
Unlike the other plants discussed in this unit,specific name is given
this plant in the Bible, thus giving room for spktions. There is no
need for speculation here, but rather to stickn® word “bush”, from
the Hebrewsneh.

There is justification, however, for inferring tipeesence of God at the
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scene, more so when He spoke from inside the flafBes 3:5),
showing that there is no place God cannot be pteseciuding a
burning bush. (In any case, one of the signs oHbly Spirit is fire, as
it happened on the day of Pentecost (Ac. 2:4).

The non-specification of the name of the bush mayderstood in the
same light that God did not specify the precisation of Moses’s death
place/burial ground — to guide against idolatryrning the bush into a
god.

3.3.6 The Caper

This is another plant that is not mentioned spelify in the Bible, but

inferred from the incident described in Numbers 3%:36, where a man
was gathering kindling on the Sabbath day during Exodus, an
offence punished by stoning to death (see also Nmi-7, where the
daughters of the slain man laid claim to and gghtrito their father’'s

land). The analogy between the life-giving rolecaper plant and the
way the descendants of the killed man was rehatatit (given life

through their father’s property) is quite apt.

The caper is a native wild and field plant of I$réleat provides
sustenance for several people throughout the ye#&.a durable and
valuable economic plant whose leaves, buds, flowmanched, fruits,
etc., are very useful: it is acclaimed to be ustfudoth the shepherd and
the farmer, just as it appears on the table of le¢thpeasant and the
king — a “tree of life"per excellence.

3.3.7TheYetarim (Hebrew Yitran)

CalledSamson’s Ropm most Bible translations, only the Hebrew Bible
adopts the name Yetarim or Yitran (lalihymelia Hirsuba).

It is a desert plant in many dry beds of the Negswvell as on the
coarse sand-hills along the Mediterranean coadtite gome distance
from the foothills of the Judean mountains wheren§an lived (Jud.
13:25).

The essence/significance of this distance is seesamson prescribing
freshly picked and not re-wetted, market purchaseaterial, thus
ensuring that the Philistines were punished seyénel

walking the long distance to and from the sourcene day gathering
huge quantities of the material working them clesdr twigs in
preparation for plaiting them to specification ladifore the strand dried
out; all also called for experience and expertise.

The Philistines took the assignment seriously; ve, ctherefore,
imagine the frustration, agony, disappointment datermination each
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time Samson snapped the seven ropes with minimuiort.efThe
purpose of God to punish the Philistines was addevas long as
Samson kept the faith; he fell when he broke Godignant, but got his
strength back following repentance and forgivend$gen “he killed
many more than when he died than when he lived!.(16:30).

The real message from “Samson’s rope,” episodefiner, relates to:
the close familiarity of Bible writers to the locahvironment the use of
that knowledge to achieve God’s purpose

3.3.8 TheOlive, Fig, Grape and Atad

These four plants are mentioned in Jotham’s “paralblthe trees” in
Judges 9:1-20, in the *“contest” between him and hmadf-brother
Abimeleh, king of Shechem, a position his fatherd@bn) rejected
(Ju. 8:23), just as Othniel, Deborah and Barak.

The parable illustrates most clearly the point getrade in this unit and
module in particular and in the course generalgmaly, the close link
between the physical and the spiritual; in thisecdetween plants and
human character/behaviour. The story was toldhat“toronation” by
usurpation and intrigue of Abimelech, to describe type of person
Abimelech actually was, as different from the waygresented himself
to the people (Ju. 9:7-15)

In the parable:

trees stand for the people of Israel

olive for Othniel, the first recorded Judge of Era

fig for Deborah, the prophetess/leader (judgepdd|

grapevine for Barak, the commander of the Isragiyain the war
with Sisera

atad (thornbush) for Abimelech

The contrast between, on the one hand, the firgetplants (trees) and,
on the other hand, the fourth tree, of the stomyds out the point of the
parable. While everybody knows the virtues of thevpus three judges
— their humility, dedication, commitment, honeshdalevotion, among
others, the same cannot be said of Abimelech — enerdkilled his 70
brothers, sons of Gideon) pretender and evil person

He parable was told purposely to challenge thet rgdhAbimelech to
kingship, and that was what it eventually achieved.

The atad in Jotham’s parable has been tracedai@e hative tree whose
shade and height surpass those of the olive, figgaapevine. It bears
poor-quality fruit, ignites easily and burns foeritely as to threaten its
immediate vicinity (Ju. 9:15).
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The following is a brief summary of the interpretas of the story,
using the atad as an example:

The atad is not among the high-quality fruits bugt fiall trunk and
widespread foliage provides good shade; thus, #fterother godly —
fruits bearing trees have rejected kingship, therpquality atad cannot
be a suitable alternative.

The strength of the atad, its wild nature, thormgniches, among others,
adequately represent the strength or military psswef Abimelech,
compared to the other candidates.

The invitation extended by the atad to the otheedrto come and live
under its shade, although seemingly sensible agiddh is, however, a
warning of danger since few, if any, other treesdlyesurvive under its
shade.

The difficulty of reaching the shade under the odered atad, as a
result of its wild thorny branches, also pointstihe dangers involved
in the choice of Abimelech as king.

Reference to cedars of Lebanon connote the prosp&atd spread fire
from the plains (habitat of the atad) to the moumtagions of the
cedar.

Conclusively, Jotham’s parable provided warninghstitat even the
most ardent admirers of Abimelech could not help fregonsider their
position. The prophesy of consuming fire with whittke people of
Shechem were quite familiar, also pointed to dange¥ result was
revolt which resulted in the death of Abimelech:

As he (Abimelech) approached the entrance to sen ifire, a woman

dropped an upper millstone on his head and cradkedskull ... when

the Israelites saw that Abimelech was dead, thegtvime. God

repaid the wickedness that Abimelech had done gofdther ... God

also made the men of Shechem pay for all theiretiickss. The curse
of Jotham, son of Jeru-Baal came on them (Ju. 8BR2-

3.3.9 Olives and Sycamores
The olives and the sycomore are famous plants enplhins and
lowlands of Israel.

The olive tree has dense billowing grayish foliagéh silvery sheen,
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while the sycamore has dark green leaves, densehl®a and canopies
through which the sky is virtually invisible.

The olive tree is frequently surrounded offshoots, used for
transplantingrietzej and shepherd’s stufhter), which characteristics
refer to:

Jesus as Messiamdtzer,in the line Jesse’s son, David) and great
shepherdHKloter) (see Is. 11:1) fruitful Christian families (P83, 4;
144:2)

The sycomore occasionally hafshootsput these are less useful than
olive’s sapplingsbecause they wither quickly. The Israelites, thaef
traditionally liken Saul’'s dynasty to the sycomoiffeshootsand David’s
to the olives.

Nevertheless, the sycomore has extraordinary reggve powers, to
which the tribe of Benjamin, in particular, and tlseaelite people in
general, have been compared (Is. 65:22).

The sycomore tree is “proverbial to the westernttidls (Shephelah,
2Chr. 23:18) thus explaining the statement in 1 gKinl0:27 that
Solomon made “cedar as plentiful as sycomore —tfegs in the
foothills”.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Compile a list of all the trees and shrubs moeetd in this unit

Write short notes on two of them, based on tla¢eral in this

section

3. Compile as comprehensive a list as possiblenefgants and
shrubs of Israel in Biblical times. Cite the otlsurces used
beside your unit material

4. Narrate in your own words, the “parable of tlezs$”. Explain the
meaning of the parable.

5. Describe and/or explain the concepts of the Diekife and of

the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

1.
2.

3.4 Discussion

People tend to see trees and shrubs as if theyfdinever! This is
because: Year after year, if uncut, large old trekade house and
city streets their buds, flowers and fruits of tredicate seasons they
provide fibres food, medicines they protect thel $;mm damage by
the sun, rain and wind erosion they provide shdtewildlife they
make recreation/tourist attraction they presenesliblance of gases in
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the atmosphere which help animals to survive.

In other words, as gift to humans, trees and shanbsamong the most
useful natural resources

Trees and shrubs are also part and parcel of thle’8inatural heritage,
having been used copiously to communicate pointsidgeas as well as
divine messages in clear unequivocal terms by strgsthe parallels
(similes) between the characteristics of trees thode of events and
peoples.

Therefore, to obtain clear understanding of evepesples and ideas
contained in the Bible, a good grasp or understandi the relevant
environment generally and the plants (trees andbsiirin particular is
very essential. Your tutor, quoting Hareuveni (19t it this way:
Without an intimate familiarity with the nature dfe land of Israel,
students of the Bible face unsurmountable obstanlasderstanding
the Written Word (p. 120).

40 CONCLUSION

As observed above, it is impossible to cover thegeaof plants
mentioned and used in the Bible to convey the divinessage.
However, from the few that have been discussehlighunit, it should be
possible to get further insight into this “mystergt obscure link
between nature or the physical and the spiritwathér to that already
discussed in units 5 and 6 above, (and soon toidmeissed in units 9
and 10 below). In the end, it is expected that wduhave a better view
of the Biblical natural heritage of the magnitudespiritual message
contained in the physical world, in nature.

50 SUMMARY

| have tried to describe the plant component of éagh’s biosphere,
touching on such topics as:

o the place of plants in nature

o the Garden of Eden Experience

o examples of trees and shrubs, the crown or clinegetation of
the earth

In doing this, particular emphasis was placed an way the natural
endowments or characteristics of trees and shgdverally and specific
trees and shrubs were used in the Bible to cone®per meanings,
including spiritual truths, just as we have dondhwother physical
features and elements treated so far, and willndthe following two
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units. The examples used included those whose names given and
those whose names were not. In both cases, thenediwiuth
analogy/links have been borne out clearly as msgbracticable.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Certificate/Diploma

1. Comment briefly on the statement that the Bibl@a veritable
‘museum’ for the trees and shrubs of Israel/Bibfedl.

2. Enumerate at least 5 possible uses of treestants

3. Compile a short/comprehensive list of the treesl shrubs
mentioned in this unit.

4. Paraphrase the ‘parable of the trees’ as toldidges 9 and give a

succinct explanation of the parable
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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UNIT 4 THE ANIMALS AND BIRDS OF ISRAEL/BIBLE

LAND
CONTENTS
1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Introduction: Animals and Adam
3.2 Animals in the Bible
3.3 Examples of Animals
3.3.1 Introduction
3.3.2 Animals of the Land
3.3.3 Birds of the Air
3.3.4 Animals of the Sea
3.4 Discussion
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings
1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit is a continuation of unit 3 on the tomt the biospheric or
living component of the earth; this time the fawmanimals of the land
air and the sea of Israel/Bible land.

Just as in case of plants, only a few examplesbeamcluded here,
sufficient to illustrate our basic goal of relatirtige natural/physical
heritage to the culture, including the religiousispal life of the people
of Israel/Bible land in particular and the entirenrankind in general,
especially those who use the Holy Bible, eithergarely academic or
religious/spiritual source material.

2.0

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

erecall the events in the Garden of Eden, especiadifween
animals and Adam

e discuss the animals mentioned in the Bible

e explain the uses of animals in Biblical Israel iartcular and
religious worship generally

e appreciate the way specific animals are used tonuamcate
divine message, within the context of the Jewidtuoe

e examine the divine position on human-animal retetiop.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Introduction: Animalsand Adam

Unlike plants, whose composition has been adveedédgted by human
interference, most of the animals mentioned inBHxe are still around
in Israel/Bible land. Close to 40 are includedha tist compiled by your
tutor, in the main textbook (pp. 201-202), not dngythe fauna of the
sea, while the general index to Thompson Chain fer@ece Bible
(1983) lists 139, out of the over 400 animal spekigown to exist at the
earth’s surface. Yet the list continues to growrase and more species
get discovered.

The Bible states categorically that God createdhals, like everything
else on earth and in the heavens (Gen. 1:20-28)tleat Adam gave
them their names (Gen 2:19-20). This makes Adam fits¢ and

foremost (greatest) scientist that ever lived.

God expects humans, the descendants of Adam, gigennion over
creation (Gen. 1:26), to copy Adam by studying dmebwing the
animals in particular and the entire creation inegal.

| use the Bible in what follows, to illustrate tlyeiality of biological
knowledge in Biblical times, which knowledge haseibeapplied to
enhance their communication skills.

3.2 Animalsin theBible

The animals in the Bible, like other components coéation, are
presented as serving God’s purpose in one way othan mainly to
glorify Him. Therefore, God, in the Bible makes yiions for these
purposes generally and in the way humans are eeghéztrelate to them
in particular.

The following are the most important of such prmns/specifications:

Classification into clean and unclean animals (L&%:2-23, 39-43;
Deut. 14:13-21; Ac. 10:11-14)

Specification of animals for sacrifices (Lev. 422, 27; 5:15; 17)
specification of punishment for offences againsimafs — humane
treatment of animals (Nu. 22:27-28; 2 Sam. 8:4;at. @8:4)

Demand that humans take care of animals, inclutheg preservation
(Gen. 2:15; Ex., 23:5; Deut. 22:6. Lk. 14:5)
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There is overwhelming evidence in the Bible thatreis are precious
to God, including the very lowly ones, and whilenmso scientists
(biologists) have caught this vision, many Christsiaappear to be
oblivious of this fact, even after reading the RBilblver and over. It is to
be expected that you, after reading this unit, ealich the vision of God
for the proper care of the animal world. The curr@nogramme,

especially at the global (World Bank) level biodiversityis definitely a

step in the right direction, which God’s peoplewdoendeavour to join
and even lead.

Your book, on p. 136, concluded this section of bHwok with the
following words:

Scientists ... as well as some other religions haugglat this vision
by not only preaching but also acting to preseraéure generally and
biodiversity in particular, many Christians appestill oblivious of this
dispensation of God. Traditional African religionlture ... pay
attention to the preservation of nature ... This Isse to the real
intention of God in making man have dominion ovecreation. He is
expected not only to use but also to guard or fakger care of God’s
creation, in the case of animals, treat them hurhane

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Show two ways in which the animal world glagiGod
2. Cite two important provisions God made in thél8ifor the
protection of the animal world. Cite Bible textiig)each case.

3.3 Examplesof Animals
3.3.1 Introduction

As noted above, the number of animal species afrelstovered and
named runs into hundreds, and the number keepsasiag. At the time
of writing this particular unit, precisely on Tuesd 14th February,
2006, two new marine animals were reported on thetisB

Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) to have been discaven the mid -
Pacific Ocean.

The animals of the earth are here discussed uhdehtee headings of
land animals, sea animadndbirds or air animals,ranging in size from

the amoeba to the monstrous seal, as well as ivahe attached to
them by humans.

However, in our discussion, the examples in easle eae not arranged
in any particular order or based on any particaédrof criteria, except:
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but they are arranged in some form of alphabetiaidr.
3.3.2 Animals of the Land

In order to cover a sufficiently wide area, we wiiscuss these animals
In groups, e.g. insects, etc., with examples ohesst. All the examples
are those mentioned in the Bible.

Ants and insectare among the smallest (especially ants), mostateli
and lowly animals mentioned in the Bible. Yet, esally the ant, they
are also among the cleverest animals in the wdPieb. 6.:6-7;
30:25). Thebeeis also shown to act corporately like ants, whetinteen
preparing for the rainy dayhgney or in defence(Deut. 1:44-45; Ps.
118:12; Is. 7:8). Other examples of insects meetiom the Bible
includegrasshopper, locust, beet@dmoth

The Bear, Dog, Fox, Wolf, Leopard and Liare wild, carnivorous
animals, mentioned especially in connection with tlanger they pose
to the people, within the concept of “the land tbavours its people,”
discussed above (unit 6)

The Palestinian bear occurs invariably, in the &itdgether with lion,
wild animals which attack and kill people, excep anointed of God
such as Samson (Jud. 14:6) and David (1 Sam. 17T3#) bear also
features prominently in the visions of both Daraeld Apostle John,
where it represents one of the earthly kingdoms whth rise after the
Babylonian empire but which, being evil, will nast (Dan. 7:56).

The dog is generally regarded as a useful anirspk@ally in guarding
flocks. However, in the Bible, its appearance isrenim the negative,
being generally held in aversion in Biblical Israsla half-wild, greedy
creature, often acting as a scavenger (1 Kgs.122138; Ps. 59:6;
Lk.16:21; Phil. 3:2).

The fox and wolf belong to same family, used of Gindthe Bible, to
punish the enemies of His people (Ju. 15:3-5) asobédient members
of His family. People are also shown in the Bilbeatt like fox and
wolf, usually in the negative sense. Thus, Benjamas described by
his father as a&icious wolf(Gen. 49:27), a reference to/prophesy of what
his descendants would do to their enemies while@gag their portion

of the Promised Land.

Leopard and lion also belong to the group of camraus animals of the
cat family (like the wolf). The lion is the largebravest and strongest of
the group and so is associated with royalty (Gén8-42). The two
animals are, however, mentioned together in seygaaks in the Bible
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(Song 4:8; Is. 11:6-8; Dan. 7:3-6; Jer. 5.6; H&7)1

The donkey, also called ass or beast of burden,defisitely the most
useful animal for transportation in Biblical Isrg€en. 22:3; Nu. 22:28;
Ju. 5:10; 10:4; 1Sam. 9:; Mat. 21:2) and about Wwitod made specific
regulations for its proper use, e.g.: it should b@tused with the ox for
ploughing (Deut. 22:10) it should not be maltreated beaten
unnecessarily (Nu. 22:32-33) it is a special inseat of God, used:

o for Jesus’ triumphant entry to Jerusalem, to diethe sins of
humankind (Zech. 9:9; Mt. 21:1-11; Mk. 11:1-11; 119:28-40;
Jn. 12:12-19)

o to carry Abraham to Mt. Moriah (Gen. 22)

Generally, the donkey, according to the Bible soéy animal that must
be treated humanely.

Goat, Ram, Lamb and Sheep ak domesticated or farm animals,
unlike most of those discussed above. They arevilely used for

sacrifice in Biblical times, in which connection eth are commonly

mentioned in the Bible. We treat the goat as anmgka of these

animals.

the goat produces quality milk; its hair is used to make thetains of
the tabernacle; its skin is used for water contaamal its flesh used as
meat as a sacrificial animal, goats are usedira®ffering(Lev. 4:24),
as well as for general purposes (Ju. 13:9) sttepegoasacrifice being
the most spectacular (Lev. 16:8, 22). the NT isydacer, less generous
with the goat, following its loss of value afterethultimate sacrifice of
the shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ for #mission of the sin
of the world (Hab. 9:12).

consequently, goats come out in the NT as repnesethe wicked,
cursed, unrepented sinners, while sheep reprekentighteous (Mt.
25:31-46) the wisdom of the NT about the true ratof goats,
compared to sheep has informed such contemporpligagons as:
-“behaving like sheep”, meaning someone who is dasteach and
influence positively, i.e. the mark of a Christiangood citizen.
-“separating the sheep from the goat” when disisigng good from
evil people.

The Horsejn contrast to the goat, sheep, ram, etc., in théBoints to

war, especially since the time of Solomon (1Kg28)2Kg. 1:16; 9:25)
in violation of the divine injunction to the contya
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The king is not to have a large number of horse$iarmy, and is not
to send people to Egypt to buy horses (Deut. 17:16)

In spite of the strength of the horse and the wes&rfand stupidity) of
the donkey (see above), the Bible presents theehiwrdeemer light than
the donkey, warning persistently of the dangergwsting in the horse
for power and safety (Ps. 20:7-8; 33:17; Prov. 2118. 30:16-17; 31:1;
Mic. 5:1; Jam. 3:3)

Consequently, the horses and chariots of the EamyptiCanaanites,
Assyrians, etc., were no match for the lowly Isré@bt soldiers, when
God was on the latter’s side (Ex. 15:1; 2Kg.6:8-7).

The Pig, Swine and the Boare another set of animals with volumes of
lesson for the Bible students, especially the pwgth several
negative connotations, based on observed chastatsyi including
being greedy, rapacious, dirty and unpleasant. ,Tpesple who live in
dirt and/or believe in disorderly way are callegiwhile obstinate and
stubborn people are called pig-headed.

The picture of the pig as presented in the Biblaks to the above
one i.e. that of the society at lardeis that ofa horrorful disgusting
and unclean animal:

whose flesh was forbidden as food (Lev. 11:7)

a fair woman without direction (Prov. 11:22)

trampling pearls underfoot (Mt. 7:6)

backslider caught in the plot of a false teach®e(2:20-22)

God, however, used a pig/swine farm to breath sarieethe prodigal
son (Lk 15: 17-18)

The Snake/Serpent/Viper/Cobra and Scorpime all reptiles, among
which we shall only discuss the snake, also cadlegent, viper or
Lucifer (Satan, Gen.3). The Bible also talks of tieey, bronze, brazen
serpent which was hung by Moses on God’s instraoctio a pole, to
save the Israelites from deadly snake bites.

The commonest point stressed about snakes and@t®ip the Bible is
that of poison (see Deut.8:15), whose effect oioadits similar to the
havoc wrought by Satan, sin or evil people on hwnéps.58:4-5;
140:3; Mt.12:34; 23:33)

Snakes and scorpions have also been used of Gagoun®sh sin

(Nu.21:6; 1s.14:29), thus showing God as havingnate power over all
His creation, including the venomous snakes andpgmes (mt.16:17-
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18; Ac. 28:5).
3.3.3 Animals of the Sea

These are discussed together here under “fish #ral sea animals”,
mainly because, unlike land and air animals, fisd &sheries do no
feature much in the Bible. Moreover, no fish andhéries was
specifically mentioned in the Bible.

Perhaps the closest observation recorded in thée Bsbthe two-part
classification into: fish that have fins and scal@bich are allowed as
food, and fish without fins and scales, prohib#ésdood (Lev. 11:9-12)
Another prominent reference to fish and fishingnisonnection with the
Ministry of Jesus, as contained in the four gospsthew, Mark, Luke
and John, while the worship of fish is specificallgrbidden in
Deuteronomy 4:18).

Nevertheless, the Bible is replete with evidenc&ofl’'s power over the
fish and other marine animals.

God subjects the fish under human dominion (Gef6;1PS. 8:8)
destroyed all the fish in the Nile as punishment Egypt for not
obeying God’'s command to free the Israelites (ER1)used the belly
of a fish as an ‘altar’ for Jonah’s prayer of refagice and as ship to
‘transport’ him to Nineveh (Jon. 1-2). Jesus fedusands of people on
two occasions on small fishes and a few loaves {¥itL7; 15:34).
Jesus used a fish to ‘catch’ a coin from a lakenable Peer pay the
necessary tax (Mt. 17:27) the first set of dis@plef Jesus were
fishermen (Lk. 5:1-11) resurrected Jesus met theigles while fishing
(In. 21:1-11).

Finally, Jesus used the analogy of the fishermamliriee home the
message He has for His followers: they are fish&msen.

3.3.4 Animals (Birds) of the Air
a) Talking about creation the Bible says, aboettdinds of the air:
Then God commanded ... “let the air be filled withdbi... all

kinds of birds ... to increase in number ... (Gen. 223D

In other words, like the other animals, God madekinds and fowls of
the air, treating them in the same way, as follows:

divided them into two groups of “clean” and “uncaiédirds and fowls

(Lev. 11:13-20) made special provisions for therec(Deut. 22:6; Mt.
6:26; Lk.
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12:6).

Taught them to keep their young “near God'’s alwnere they sing
praises to Him (Ps. 84:3-4), which song also pkeasenans (Ecc. 12:4;
Song 2:12)

b. Like land animals, the Bible mentions a varietybirds, created for
various purposes. We discuss some of them, agagmnomps and some
sort of alphabetical order.

The Dove (Turtle dove) and the Pigedhe dove was first mentioned in
the Bible in Genesis 8:8-12, when Noah used itsimedain the end of
the flood and the right time to come out of the tbd#ere, the dove
“heralded” the new down, new era, just as it hedlthe beginning of
Christ’s earthly Ministry of redemption of human#igMt. 3:16). It is,
therefore, generally identified with peace and nedation. Other
mentions include:

in connection with sacrifice and worship, particlyathe turtle dove
(Gen. 15:9; Lev. 1:14; 5:7; Lk. 2:24). as Nazaoitiering (Nu. 6:10)
emblem of purity (Ps. 68:13; Mt. 3:16; 10:16) emmblef affection and
humility (Ps. 74:19) emblem of harmlessness (pe@de)10:16) sign of
the Holy Spirit (Jn. 1:32-34)

There is, therefore, no doubt that the dove ismportant animal to
God, just as the pigeon, with which the dove isallguoffered in
sacrifice (Gen. 15:9, Lev. 1:14; Nu. 6:10; Lk. 2:24

The Eagle, Hawk, Kite, Falcon and Vultuumlike the dove and pigeon,
are large birds of prey, noted for speed and, esibethe eagle, sharp
eyes. The birds, however, are not always distinadlgntified and
recognized in the Bible, possibly because the Biblenot so much
interested in their names as with the message @wir— given features
and nature has for humankind.

The Eagle in the Bible is noted for its swiftnespded) and strength
especially its wings, on which it carries its youogvery lofty heights.
Thus, the first mention was to describe the way Gealried the
Israelites, by His outstretched arm from Egypthe toot of Mt. Sinai”
(Ex. 19:4; Deut. 32:11); other mentions are to shene effect (Deut.
32:11) including in the opposite sense of destonctpunishment (Deut.
28:49-50; Jer. 48:40).

The Ostrich, Peacocketc., receive relatively scanty mention in the
Bible.
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The ostrichwas presented as a wild cruel animal living in detsowar-
ravaged places (Is. 13:21), cruel to its young (L4&13)

Thepeacockwvas imported by Solomon as part of his vanity. Adatied
stork, the bird is noted for its beauty and stran(@ec. 5:9)

Thepelicanis another bird appreciated by humans (Ps. 102:6)

The quail fed the Israelites in the desert (Ex. 16:13; Nu:311Ps.
105:40)

The sparrow in Jesus’ teaching represents divine provision (M
10: 29; Lk. 12:6)
Swallowsbelong to the group of doves and turtle doves.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Compile a list of animals of the land, sea aindirtabular form,
found in the Bible. Include Bible references whgossible.

2. Mention two things, each bird are used for i Bible (a) in the
physical and (b) in the spiritual).

3. Mention two ways God has provided for the cdr@ammals in

the Bible. Use real life examples.
34 Discussion

Animals form a very important component of the gstsm of the earth
in one very important area: they produce the carblen oxide
(formerly called carbon dioxide), COwhich plants use to

fulfil their own role in nature. Plants “breathe’ i€@0O2 and “breathe
out” oxygen, @ which animals need to survive. In other words,

without animals, especially humans, plant cannaicfion as they
should, and vice versa.

Animals are particularly important in the affaifslmmans in providing
various raw materials for human use — milk, meattHer, etc.,
particularly as a source of protein for body depetent — growth.
However, by far the most important role of animalan the area of
sacrifices, especially blood sacrifices. The Bibhakes it clear that
without the shedding of blood, there can be no ssmin of sin
(Heb.9:22) while Christ’'s blood is the Blood of ti@venant (Mk.
14:24).

It is, therefore, no surprise that, more than @a@iod makes elaborate

provisions for the care and protection of animéls. also made them
“wise and wonderful”, beautiful, etc., for His psae and will.
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40 CONCLUSION

At the risk of repetition, we conclude this unit lguoting from your
main textbook, p. 157:

Animals ... have been given greater prominence by, Gapared to
plants. In creation, animals were the first to beca@rded the status of
life (Gen. 1:21; 24-25), and to be blessed (Ge&2): They were only
the only set given names by Adam, on God’s orden(@:19). God
also specifically gave the herbs (plants) as food the animals.
Finally, animal sacrifice is valued higher than ettforms of sacrifices.
This divine order is equally borne out in the plameanimals in the
ecosystem, where plants and animals are intricalieked in a basic
pattern of nature that is often called the webifef. Here many kinds of
animals keep alive by eating ... plants, which thémserely for their
food on the body wastes of animals as well as tfagiimals) ... dead
body ...

What is missing in the scientific literature is tfect that the role
assigned animals is God ordained, under whom tipeyate. God uses
animals to achieve His purpose, and, in the Bihlegs familiar
examples to get His message across to humans.

50 SUMMARY

We have successfully surveyed the animal world, ethason
information about them contained in the Bible. Tokowing are some
of the topics covered:

I noted the creation of animals by God, alongsitteer things in
the universe

. inventoried animals mentioned in the Bible, maosf which are
still very much around in present day Israel/Bilaed and
elsewhere in the world

iii. noted the special attention given to aninialsGod

Iv. given examples of the ways animals are usethe Bible to
convey divine truth, within the context of Jewig¢Biblical)
culture.

Perhaps the most important single point of emphasias in the other
parts of the course, the nature and characteristigarticular animals
that have been used to communicate divine messafamans. Bible
authors knew these animals quite closely and so @eduable lessons
from them for the sake of humankind generally aheirt (humans)
spiritual development in particular.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Certificateand Diploma

1. Mention three ways animals glorify God.

2. Mention and discuss two important provisions Gudde for
animals to survive.

3. Compile a short list, five each where availalotetabular form)

of land, sea and air animals found in the Biblée @ne Bible
reference for each mention.
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UNIT 5 THE ELEMENTS, CLIMATES AND
SEASONS OF ISRAEL/BIBLE LAND

CONTENTS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Bible states that “In the beginning God crediwdheavens and the
earth (Gen. 1:1). So far we have been discussieg“darth” part,
about which you must have learnt a lot, and abokichvthe Bible
speaks a lot. The only exceptions are birds andsfowhich also
inhabit part of the heavens, what some people degsthe land or earth
part.

Although what is referred to in the bible as “he@/ecan be taken to
include the entire “outer space” or terrestrial cgpdthe Hebrews as
noted earlier actually talk of three heavens, drel Moslems seven),
we are here calling attention mainly to what gepbeas call the

atmospheras well as sombaeavenly bodiegvhich the Bible mentions
and which are visible to and observed/studied bydns.

The approach to the study will be similar to thevoous ones, as shown
below.
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20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o discuss the earth’s atmosphere and outer space

o examine the elements, features and events assbaatie the
lower atmosphere

o explain the elements, features, events and bodesiomed in the
Bible.

The goal is to unravel the linkage between the ijchy&nowledge and
its spiritual application as found in the Bible.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Introduction

The dictionary interprets “heavens” to mean ‘skgisf used in the
Bible), or the outer space as seen from the eiartlhich the sun, moon
and stars are as well as where the saints and@oeeétive, i.e. the space
around the earth.

Since our main reference in this course is the Hoble, however, we
need to explore further, to start with, what cdogti the three heavens
of the Hebrew/Bible.

These are:

the home of the birds and clouds, partly touchedumt 9, but
constituting the major area of interest in thistuhiis also called the
lower atmospherer troposphere

the home of the sun, moon and stars (Ps. 19:1%p phrtly of
interest in this unit the home of the angels andaded souls (2 Cor.
12:2), not of interest to the course, except indkese that it is the area
conceived as the final home of the saved soulsplthee where Jesus
has gone to prepare homes for His followers (Jr8)14

Some Bible translations talk of ‘firmament’, ‘théood’ and ‘the stars’,

etc., but these words are is not considered apptepfor use here.
Rather, we stick to the word ‘heavens’, used fa& #imosphere and
outer space, and where the elements, patternstseamt bodies that are
visible to humans and lavishly mentioned in thel®#dre found.
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Specifically, we shall discuss the following topics

atmospheric elements, features and events weatlteclanate in the
Bible time, seasons, etc., in the Bible

the heavenly bodies and the universe.
3.2  Atmospheric Elements, Featuresand Eventsin the Bible
3.2.1 Introduction

The atmosphergby definition is the air which surrounds or eropds
the earth. It consists of several layers, each bfchv has distinct
characteristics of temperature, moisture, pressweght, etc.

Most of what happens in the upper layers have dichdirect bearing on
humans; only the lower layer tnopospherds vital. This is where the
elements and conditions such as heat or tempeydtureidity, wind,

etc., are just ideal for human existence, justhes darth is the only
known planet that supports life as we know it pnélse The Bible, in

Genesis 1 and 2, tells how God made this ideahdivconditions or
situation to be so.

It is not easy to count all the elements, featuaed events of the
atmosphere mentioned in the Bible, the most comniming

air/breath/wind; cloud; light/darkness; moisturestfdew; rain/
vapour/storm/hail/hailstorm and rainbow. | describéew examples for
illustrative purposes only.

3.2.2 Air/Breath/Wind

The word ‘air is wused in the Bible both literallyand
idiomatically/symbolically.

An example of literal (physical) usage is foundAnts 22:23, when
‘dust’ is said to be thrown into the air in ragePgul's accusers.
Examples of idiomatic/symbolic use include:

. 1 Cor. 9:26, where Paul contrasts his Christiarkvimm that of
‘beating the air’ or ‘running after the wind’

o In 1 Cor. 14:9, where Paul compares speaking irgues
(without adequate interpretation) with speakinghe air, rather
than people

The word ‘breath’ in the Bible invariably refers to
life (Gen. 2:7; Ez. 37:5)
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spirit of God (Ex. 15:10; Ez. 37:5; Rev. 7:1)

Wind (as an expression of its normal meaning asimgoair) is used in
the Bible mostly figuratively/symbolically to shotvow God uses the
phenomenon to serve His purpose. Examples include:

in Genesis 8:7, God made a wind to pass over tht &adry up the
flood water in Exodus 14:21, God caused the wafethe Red Sea
“to go back by a strong wind all that night, andd@mahe sea dry land’ in
Jonah 1:4, God sent out a great wind into the se&atdse a great storm
on the sea to stop Jonah from going to Tarsus tffereht winds
affecting Israel brought different weather condisevents, according to
God’s design:

o East wind, brought the locusts (9th plague) onBbgptians; also
drought to Israel (Ex. 10:13)

o West winds, from the Mediterranean Sea “picked hug lbcust
and blew them into the Gulf of Suez (Ex. 10:19)aitgi“on the
camp of Israel (Nu. 11:31) and rain to Israel (1 K8:44-45; Lk.
12:54)

o South winds bring warm weather, relief (Song 4:16)

The North winds bring cold and biting conditionb.(37:9) Elijah was
taken up to heaven in a whirlwind (2 Kg. 2:1)

3.2.3 Clouds

The word cloud is used in at least three sensg®iBible:

for a (physical) weather phenomenon associated antlithout rain,
snow, etc. (Ju. 5:4; Jb. 26:8; Ps. 77:17; Ecc.)la:3ymbol of the
presence of God (Holy Spirit) (the most common e$dmguratively to
describe events that are transient, temporaryt (\gtihout weight) etc.
e.g. a “rainless cloud” connotes useless unfruéftdrt (Prov. 25:14; Is.
19:1; Jd. 12)

Examples of the symbolic usage include:

pillar of cloud during the exodus of the Israelifesm Egypt to the
Promised Land (Ex. 13:21-22; 14:24; 33:9-10; NuW.5923; 10-11; 2-
34; Deut. 31:15). mist of cloud on Mt. Sinai (Ex4:26) cloud filling
Solomon’'s Temple (1 Kg. 8:10-11) bright cloud on Wb of
Transfiguration (Mt. 17:5) Jesus received into tbeud, at His
Ascension (Acl:9) Jesussecond coming with a cloud (Rev. 7:7)

There is little doubt that the cloud in the Bibke different from the

physical cloud. Rather, it refers more symbolicahd figuratively to
the power of God, a sign of His presence.
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3.2.4 Dew/Fog/Frost, Rain/Rainstorm, Snow, Hail/Hailstorm, Etc

When cloud condenses, it results in one or therottiethe above

phenomena, depending on the prevailing environnheawaditions or

situations: because they are all visible, all @nthare mentioned in the
Bible.

Dewis great significance in Israel/Palestine from Bial times, because
of the incessant drought conditions during a lgvge of the year. Its
presence is directly linked with:

the arrival of manna and quails to feed the Iste®lin the desert (Ex.
16:13) the quiet, gentle, unsung, undramatizedshre act of the Holy
Spirit in blessing His people (Deut. 32:2; Ps. B1@:33:3; Prov. 19:2;
Song 5:2; Is. 18:4; Hos. 6:4; 13:3; Mic. 5:7) brmglife, fertility to the
soil (Gen. 27:28), while its very rare withholdi(apsence) is shown as
evidence of God’s wrath (1 Kg. 17:1)

By contrast,frost comes out in the Bible mostly in the negative; its
occurrence symbolizes God’s power in punishindBs 147:16)
Therain/rainstormin the Bible is rarely the normal one, but rathes t
unusual, spectacular type, such as:

the flood rains at the time of Noah, which lastéd days and nights
(Gen. 7:12) the rain that followed the prayers @mfel (1 Sam.
12:8) and Elijjah (1Kg. 18:4), among others the strmms, winds, etc.
that will not destroy the property of the rightedii. 7:25) the bread
and manna (blessing) from heaven (Ex. 16:4; P24j8:

Droughtis the antithesis of rain, snow, etc., which thbl&i presents
largely as an act of God to punish sin. The s@tiemphasis is shown,
among others, by the way God provided for His peoguring such
(drought) conditions, including in desert enviromise viz:

during 40 years sojourn in the desert occasionadgie drought spells
and famine, e.g.:

Isaac in Gerar valley (Gen. 26: 1-25);
Jacob’s descendants in Egypt (Gen. 41; Ex. 12)
purification of bitter water in the desert (Ex. 16)

In virtually all cases, God clearly demonstrates stvereignty over the
elements, withholding and releasing rain at Hisl,wibt only in the
physical sense but also in the spiritual realnthephysical, as pointed
out above, the Bible makes clear that God doesmgtknow about the
droughts, but in most cases claims responsibititytfiem, to bring His
erring children back to Him (Am. 4:6-8). Evidencespiritual drought
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Is contained, among others, in Psalm 63:1; 66%8:B0; 41:17.
3.25 Light/Darkness

The word ‘light’, as used in the Bible, conveysfelient meanings.
When used as ‘lightning’, it connotes fear and iitkdd with the

awesome power of God (2 Kg. 22:13-15; Jb. 38:2bjkdare and even
destroy the enemies of His people (Ex. 9:23; 1 Saf8). Lightning is

also used in the Bible as a sign sent by God, e.g.:

at Mt. Sinai (Ex. 19:9; 20:19)

where the Israelites asked Samuel for a king (1.32m8-19) heavenly
worship revealed to Apostle John on the Islandaifr®s (Rev. 10:18)
Darknesdn the Bible is used principally to connote divipenishment/
judgment for sin, e.g.: the tenth plague of Egypstibdue Pharaoh to
his will (Ex. 10:21-23) to separate the Israelifesm the Egyptians in
the Red Sea (Ex. 14:20; Jos. 24:7) honoured Caristucifixion (LK.
23:44)

The physical properties (contexts) of both light atarkness are also
transferred to the spiritual realm in the Bibleg E.

o Jesus is the “light of the world” (Jn. 8:12)

o Christ’s followers are “lights of the world” (Mt.:54:16), brought
out of spiritual darkness (Is. 9:2) and suggesting

o This (spiritual) darkness is not final, there isvays light at the
end of the tunnel, treasures in darkness.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Compile a list of atmospheric elements mentioimethe Bible,
alongside the Biblical sources/references.
2. Read the section on air/breath/wind again andewut two

things that are common to each of the elementgdbasn their
Biblical usage.

3. Enumerate the various symbolic uses of the wadadid’ in the
Bible and explain one of them briefly.

4. Enumerate 4 examples of rain in the Bible aedcdbe the
effects of one of them.

5. Mention two ways in which drought is used irblBito punish
sin.

6. ‘Light and darkness are the same to God’. Contme
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3.3 Weather and Climatein the Bible

The word tveather’ (i.e. the condition of the atmosphere at a certain
place and time, with respect to the presence aragsof sunshine, rain,
wind, etc.) is used sparingly in the Bible, whdkmate (the average
condition of weather over a long period, usuallg80 years) does not
occur at all: both words are brought together Hezeause they are
linked scientifically. Aspects of both are containe the descriptions of
the elements above, since the elements are theibhgsedients of both.
Perhaps the most significant mention of ‘weatherthe Bible is that
where Jesus exposed the limitations of the relgyieaders of his days
(and perhaps of all time), in understanding divitmath. This is
contained, among other places, in Matthew 16:2 —3:

... When, the sun is setting, you say ‘we are gargave fine weather’,
because the sky is the red. And early in the mgmaou say, ‘it is going
to rain,” because the sky is red and dark! You mtethe weather by
looking at the sky but you cannot interpret thensigoncerning the
times!

In other words, the religious leaders could noateetheir knowledge of
physical events, especially the weather, to reatiiagigns and wonders
(miracles) being performed by Him, which are paigtto the coming of
the kingdom of God into their midst. Jesus is imgtthe attention of
His people to move from the physical to the spaiituJesus is
confirming the divine truth that the physical théngnd events of the
earth have deep spiritual implications which Hidloiwers must
endeavour to unravel/comprehend and utilize.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCI SE 2

1. Define the words ‘weather’ and ‘climate’.
2. Describe the scene in Matthew 16, and commentthen
appropriateness of Jesus’ statement in verses 2-3.

3.4 Time, Day, Seasons, etc.

Time means duration; a period something occurs or esdults

significance in life here and in heaven is stressethe Bible from

Genesis to Revelation. Perhaps the best expos#tiBnclesiastes 3:1-8,
with which you are definitely familiar, and an exigeoon of God’s

covenant with Noah after the flood:

As long as the world exists, there will be time fdanting and for

harvest. There will always be cold and heat, sumaret winter, day
and night (Gen. 8:22)
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It is within this same context that God:

sets as “acceptance time” for seeking His face fédisur

(Ps. 32:6; 69:13; 95:7-8; Is. 49:8; 2 Cor. 6:2).

determines what is and what is not timely servicEim

(Mk. 14:8; 1 Cor. 16:17; 2 Tim. 1:18)

determines what constitutes or makes the “fulledsme” (Dan. 9:28;
Mk. 1:15; Gal. 4:4)

determines the right and wise use of the time 9PK2; Eccl. 12:1; 1
Cor. 7:29; Col. 4:5)

Time started to be counted, reckoned with the mneaf light (first day

of creation, Gen. 1:3) and separation into day gt (Gen. 1:4-5);
while divisions into second, minute, hour, etcpaently came with the
creation of the sun, moon and stars (Gen. 1:14-19).

All the divisions of time in the Bible have both lwwal, including
religious/spiritual importance/implications, vizorf example, the Bible
uses day and night in various ways:

natural dayis from sunrise to sunsettural nightis sunset to sunrise
civil day is from sunset one evening to sunrise of the niextithere

is both evening and morning in one civil day (Ge®) day in OT times
was divided into three:

morning, till about 10.00 am;

heat of day, 10.00 am — about 2.00 pm;

cool of the day, 2.00 pm — 6.00 pm

in NT times, the day was divided into 3 hours segfsie
third hour (6.00 am — 9.00 am)

sixth hour(9.00 am — 12 noon)

Ninth hour(12 noon — 3.00pm)

twelfth hour(3.00pm — 6.00pm)

the nightwas partitioned differently from day in both paofsthe
Bible, into 3 watches in ancient Israel (OT)

) first watch(till midnight)

o middle watcHmidnight till 3.00am)

o morning watch3.00 am till 6.00 am)

More information is contained on pp. 184 — 187 dajuly main

textbooks, where the other divisionsveek, month, year, seasaic.,

are discussed. It is important for you to read tpswhether in the
prescribed source or elsewhere, since it is imptss$o include all the
relevant information here, which information you llwneed to
comprehend the Biblical usages.



Similarly, John Stott (1984:40-42), describes teasens and human
life/activities in Israel/Bible land, and the wayarious personalities and
texts in the Bible used them to make divine poicisar. Examples
include:

Jesus’ parable of building with good and bad fouioda(Mt. 7:25-
27) early and late rains and agriculture (PS. 68:8) Jesus’ parable of
field white for harvest (Jn. 4:35) Autumn and spgriains (Jn. 5:7)

More information on agriculture is contained intui4d

Day. The following are the ways in which the word ‘d&syused in the
Bible:

day of the Lord day of the week day of visitatiady of preparation,
etc.

For ‘the day of the Lord’, we have the followingaydof judgment, i.e.
the evil day of the sinner and joyful day of thghteous, (in OT
connotes ‘devastation by war; while in NT refershe Second Coming
of Jesus and the Last Judgment) day of worshiwergle (Sabbath) and
first day of the week

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Give three different connotations of time asdus the Bible.

2. Give three divisions of time as contained & Bible.

3 Provide four interpretations/connotations bde‘day of the Lord’
as found in the Bible.

3.5 TheHeavenly Bodies and the Universe

The heavenly bodies of relevance here are thoseciagsd with the
Jewish second heaven — the home oftire moorandstars.

The sun,an object of worship by gentiles (Deut. 17:3), wasated by
God and so, like other created things, is subgdiitn and prohibited
from being worshipped (Deut. 17. 4-5).

In the hand of its Creator, God, the sun:

respected Joshua (Jos. 10:12-14) by standindgastidl whole day turned
dark for three hours (12.00 noon — 3.00pm) at tlueiftxion of Jesus
(Mt. 27:45)

God’s children are ‘protected’ from its heat (P215) its shadow

moved back and fro three steps (Is. 38:8) overpedvdry the divine
light at Saul’'s conversion (Ac. 9:3)
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In the earthly realm the sun is a great thing, rgjvits brightness,
awesomeness, pervasiveness, controlling powertafalarocesses and
events, etc., thus Solomon compared:

its beauty and brightness to that of the divinen@®:10)

its setting with the darkness that pervades Satkingdom or world
of the wicked (Am. 8:9); while God’s saving powerillwise on
believers “like the sun and bring healing like sa’s rays” (Mal. 4:2)

The moonand thesunare commonly mentioned together in the Bible,
but the difference between them is not obscured:

they were assigned different roles at creation (G&ri6): sun
operates during the day and moon during the nigay torought out
different products (Deut. 33:14) the sun appeaity déile the moon
operate monthly cycles new and full moon are markgdfestivals
in Biblical Israel which practice was later condesdn(Is. 1:14; Ho.
2:11) they both obey the laws of the creator: kithod still during the
war of the Amorites, at the command of Joshua

The star present greater challenges to humans than eiteesuh or the
moon: while we have one of each of the sun andntioen in our
heaven, the latter run into billions. Furthermore:

stars shine, i.e. emit and radiate energy theint ligoes not reach the
earth directly but passes through several othdreisgs” they are very
large bodies.

Nevertheless, all the heavenly bodies were createthe same (fourth)
day of creation (Gen. 1:16).

Stars are believed in the Bible to influence pesglatunes, notably in:
the story of Joseph (Gen. 37: 1-11)

the visitors at Jesus’ birth (MT. 2:1-12)

the fighting against Sisera’s army (Jed. 5:20)

the song to the joy of the heavenly beings (Jb7)38esus being referred
to as a star

Bright star(Nu. 24:17)
Morning star(2 Pe. 1:19; Rev. 22:16)

Stars, with other heavenly bodies join in prais¢hair maker (PS. 8:3;
19:1). In other words, the heavenly as well ashéafbodies, events,
objects and phenomena in earth and heaven aredrepatGod to serve
the purposes of glorifying God.



SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

1. List two characteristics each of the sun, maod stars.

2. Cite two instances in the Bible where the sud #mre moon
obeyed God’s command.

3. Comment on the Psalmist view as contained ani®s8 and 19).

3.6 Discussion

This has been a rather tough unit because thedubjatter, even
though we live with them, are not so familiar. Omplgople who have
studied geography, physics or integrated scienseitaee level are likely
to have come across the topics discussed in tltis un

Yet, as we have tried to show, the Bible is replsin examples of
them, such that you need to pay special attenfigou are to benefit
maximally from reading/studying the Bible.

It is, therefore, essential that you master theenwdt presented and
augment it from other sources, including Bible cmdances and
dictionaries.

40 CONCLUSION

In order to appreciate further the message ofuthit it is necessary to

touch briefly on the third heaven of the Jews,&ed’s home as well as
the ultimate home of the faithful or the spirituaéaven. This is

necessary because of the Christian belief that evieathumans do in

and with life here, including in and with the firshd second heavens
and the earth as well, directly link up or detereitimeir (humans)

ultimate fate. This takes us back to the point mssleeral times above,
that the boundary, between the physical and thréwsgdimay be, in fact

IS, very thin, in some cases non-existent.

It is important, also, to recollect that virtuabiyl the cases of physical
objects discussed in this module in particular, anthe entire course
generally, have strong links with the spiritual.eféfore, there is great
need to think seriously about the “third” heaven.

50 SUMMARY

We have covered a wide range of topics, dealind) wih area of
unknown extent, namely, the atmosphere and outarespAmong the
topics we have discussed are: the atmosphere andoistituent
elements, features and events weather and clinmate tay, seasons,
etc. the heavenly bodies and the universe.
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We have followed the same tradition as above byirmgl on the
Biblical source and linking it with what we know ithe scientific
community

By and large, there is little conflict between baburces and there
needs not to be since the same God inspires bathesof knowledge —
the scientific and the revelational (spiritual).

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Certificate

1. Compile a short list (minimum 10) of the atmospc elements
included in this unit.

2. List at least 3 symbolic uses of the word ‘don the Bible

3. Mention two ways in which drought is used taigh sin in the
Bible.

4. State two ways each in which the sun and thennaoe different

Diploma

1. Enumerate the various symbolic usages of thel vetoud’ in the
Bible and explain one of them.

2. Discuss at least two applications/interpreteticof the phrase
‘day of the Lord’ in the Bible.

3. Comment on the Psalmist view of the heavens haadenly
bodies.
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CRS 113 BIBLE GEOGRAPHY

OMODULE 3 THE PEOPLE AND SOCIETY (HUMAN
GEOGRAPHY) OF ISRAEL/BIBLE LAND

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

This is the third and last module of this coursheme we shall attempt
to wrap up the course by completing the picturetioé land of
Israel/Bible land, which we started in Module 2.eféy, (in you will
recall module 2), we considered different aspedtsth® physical
geography of the area, including land and landscapater and water
bodies, trees and shrubs, animals and the eleraadtdbodies of the
earth’s atmosphere and outer space or heavenhisirmibdule, and to
do what we have set out to do, we shall presentesaspects of the
human geography, of Israel/Bible land including:

The nation(s) and people (s)
Religion and religious life
Home and family life

Work and society

aoop

The last unit will address what we consider to he ¢ore message of
this course, namely, that &acred — EarthThe unit will represent a
call on Bible users generally and you in particutathe mind of God

on His creation generally and a sustainable eartaiticular.

The major source for the moduleTibe Lion Encyclopedia of the Bible,
i.e. for units 11 — 14). Mind you, the thrust andds of this module are
different from that of the one presented in modul&Vhereas the latter
was written purposely to link Geography and thel®iTheology) the
former is not so focused. The reasons for the gapreany but the most
important one is that while your tutor has reseadcimto the physical
realm (being a physical geographer), he has nottiadpportunity of
doing the same thing for human realm, nor has be sayone else to
use. For unit 15, however, you will be returnethi® work of your tutor,
once again, i.e. to books written by him. Happydneg.

Unit 1 Nations and Peoples of Israel/Bible Land

Unit 2 Home and Family Life in Israel/Bible Land

Unit 3 Work and Society in Israel/Bible Land

Unit 4 Religion and Religious Worship in Isragli Land
Unit 5 A Created Earth Sacred to God



CRS 113 MODULE 3

UNIT 1 THE NATIONS AND PEOPLES OF ISRAEL/BIBLE
LAND

CONTENTS

1.0  Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Introduction
3.2  The Beginning of the Nations and People oBiide
3.2.1 Introduction
3.2.2 The Setting
3.2.3 The World of the Old Testament
3.3 The Legacy of the Patriarch, Leaders and Kings
3.3.1 Introduction
3.3.2 The Patriarchs and the Promised Land
3.3.3 The Leaders and Judges
3.3.4 The Kings
3.4 The Jews in their Neighbours Territory
3.4.1 Introduction
3.4.2 The Jews and the Assyrians
3.4.3 The Jews and the Babylonians
3.4.4 The Jews and the Persians
3.4.5 The Jews and he Greeks
3.4.6 The Jews and the Romans
3.5 Discussion
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Go back to units 4 and 5 and read again about #i#ons of

Israel/Palestine and of their neighbours, in prafian for this unit,

which deals with similar topics. However, rathearthrepeat what you
have studied in those units, we shall adopt a wiffe strategy that
will present you with fresh stock of information ¢imese nations and
peoples. In case, however, there is any repetitonnt it more as an
advantage, a bonus and an opportunity to understendourse better.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
e trace the beginnings of the peoples of the worldoeding to
the Bible
¢ identify the impact/legacy of the Jews in the pta¢eountries)
where they sojourned
e drawing some lessons from the background informaftior
subsequent units.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Introduction

Israel, in Biblical times, refers to the Jewish pleogenerally and the
northern Hebrew kingdom, after the division undiemgkRehoboam, in
particular. Presently, it refers to the Jewishesiat Palestine. For this
course it translates to the Promised Land/Bibld.lan

Yet, it is still a very small nation but whose unfhce, especially in the
area of religion, is felt globally. Jewish peoplsrdelites) are, of course
scattered all over the world, especially EuropertiNcAmerica and
Russia, where they spread this influence.

As shown in unit 5, the major ‘natural’ regionslsfael Bible land are:
the coastal plains

the Judea — Galilean highlands the rift valley
the Negev — Sinai desert the Sinai highlands
the Trans — Jordanian territory

This is the core of the Bible land from where thfflience has spread to
all parts of the world.

3.2  The Beginnings of the Nations and Peoples biet Bible
3.2.1 Introduction

The first eleven chapters of Genesis look back anyrbeginnings, such
as:

creation (Gen. 1-2)

family (Gen. 2)

sin (Gen. 3)

death (murder) (Gen. 5) flood (Gen. 7-8) covenémar(. 9)
incest (Gen. 10)
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languages (Gen. 11)
The Israeli/Hebrew people (Gen. 11)

3.2.2 The Setting

The story of humankind begins in the Garden of Edplaced
somewhere in Mesopotamia, the region which becavith Egypt) one
of the two centres of civilization. The story, afdtin the Bible, shifted
west to the present-day Palestine, with the stdrpbmaham, who
moved from Ur of the Chaldeans to Canaan (Gen.1)1:3

There are other stories of the creation, includimagge of the Assyrians,
Babylonians and even Africans, but the Biblical motts have come
to be the most popular and accepted.

3.2.3 The World of the OT

The story of ancient Israel began around 2000 B@n(GL1l) and
continues throughout the OT. The following are Ipigints or stages:
Genesis 11 — 50 cover the period from Abraham se@dle, from the
beginning to the movement of Jacob and his fanglfEgypt. Exodus
tells the story of how God rescued the Israelittess¢endants of Jacob)
from slavery in Egypt, under the leadership of MoSéhe book of
Joshua describes the conquest of Canaan (the Rrand) and its
division amongst the family — clans - of Israel gessl records the low-
point of national life, marked by disobedience todG invasions by
enemy neighbours and heroes sent by God to theeesalled Judges.

1 Samuel heralded the beginning of monarchy, ag#ie plan of
God with dire consequences.

2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles desdhe period of
kings up to the captivity (722 BC for northern dgilom —
Samaria — and 582 for southern kingdom — Judea)

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Cite two major events in each of the books ohéaés, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua and Judges.

2. Compare the Biblical story of creation with asther story you
know, especially from your area, e.g. the Yorubaholpgy of
lle-Ife.
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3.3  The Legacy of the Patriarch, Leaders and Kings
3.3.1 Introduction

The setting of Israel’s early history, as shownvaevas one of rich and
powerful kingdoms and civilizations, such as thasfe Egypt and
Mesopotamia separated by walled cities and smialgdoms. It was in
this area in Shechem that nomadic Abram settlednatf@000BC. The
fertile coastal plain and Jordan valley were alyeadtitled, and when
Lot coveted part of this land (the Jordan Vallgy, faced problems.
Nevertheless, the early leaders of Israel, callaigrchs, leaders and
kings, made their marks.

3.3.2 The Patriarchs and the Promised Land

We use the examples of Abraham, Jacob and Joseph

Abraham — bought a piece of land from the Hititesbury his wife
Sarah Jacob (Israel) — was the father of the 1@reim who became the
12 tribes of Israel. Later moved to Egypt to save family from
extinction. By the time he and his family left Canathey were still
virtually landless. Joseph, Jacob’s favourite safter much tribulation
rose to high position in Egypt, which position heed to save the then
known world from seven years of drought and famioesettle the
Israelites in fertile Goshen, where they increasesumber and became
a strong nation that eventually under Moses antiubo®ccupied the
Promised Land.

3.3.3 The Leaders/Judges

After over 400 years in Egypt, God chddesesto lead the Israelites to
the Promised Land. The story is told in the bodkExodus, Leviticus,
Numbers and Deuteronomy. The legacies of Moseadecl

leading his people for about 40 years, through Egihee Red Sea,
the desert, to the plains of Moab. gave the Isgesethe commandments,
religious ceremonies and rites, including rules aedulations about
fasts, festivals, the tabernacle and the templei@ngaraphernalia of
priests, Levites, etc. gave land to the tribes etifen, Gad and East
Manasseh, east of the Jordan handed the mantleweérpto Joshua,

who he mentored throughout the forty years plusijey from Egypt to

Moab

Joshua took over leadership of the people at tliet @b entering the
Promised Land, faced with many difficulties, indlugt

the River Jordan, in flood (bankfull stage)
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the walled town of Jericho lying at the entry pdimthe Promised Land
Canaan, the Promised Land in waiting, was occupjed large number
of independent states, each centred on a numHertidfed towns with
its ruler.

The following achievements were recorded by Joshua;

Jericho, a strategic walled town, fell after a rekable siege: matching
round it quietly for six days and seven times om $bventh day ending
with a tremendous shout, after which the wall fédls. 6:1-27).

Took nearby Ai, after an initial set back, as wadl other towns and
cities, in the south of the Promised Land — Shechbrakkedaly,

Libnah, Lachish, Eglon and Debir; and north — Hazetc. — and
extended control over much of the land (Jos. 6:13).

Divided the occupied land among the remaining Bessiand half the
tribe of Manasseh, making a second portion for fing¢ son of Joseph,
because of their large population (Jos. 14:19) getTabernacle as
Shiloh (Jos. 18) Set up six cities of refuge fomslaughter cases (Jos.
20) and 48 cities with their suburbs for the Lewitgos. 21) After
Joshua, a number of leaders, called judges rutadl|sncluding

Othniel of Judah who defeated Cushan - rishathdim {) Ehud of
Benjamin killed king Eglon of Moab (Ju. 3:29) Shanglefeated the
Philistines (Ju. 3:31)

Deborah from Ephraim and Barak from Naphtali defdajabin and
Sisera of Midian (Jn. 4-5)

Gideon of Manasseh defeated the Midianites and gkitak (Ju. 6-8)
Japhthah of Gilead defeated the Ammorites (Ju.Sdmson of Dan
fought the Philistines (Ju. 14:16)

The above shows the precarious situation during pegod of the
Judges, leading to the demand for a king (1 Sapa28)

3.3.4 The Kings

The last and greatest of the Judges was Samuelophgtr and
kingmaker. He appointed Saul king, under the guidasf God (Ju. 9-
10). Other important kings are David, Solomon, raftehom the
kingdom split into two-northern (Israel) and south@udah) kingdom.
Saul had initial successes, winning against the Antes (Ju. 11) and
Philistines (1 Sam. 13-14), but soon lost out ambwined by God
(1 Sam. 15) replaced by David. David was a hugeess
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As a shepherd boy killed Goliath, the Philistinarmipion

United the Israeli kingdom

Captured Jerusalem and made it capital

Expanded the Israeli kingdom by driving off old emies
Organized the temple and temple worship

Left a legacy of peace and security for his sonloi®on,
including materials to build a temple

Solomon:

built and dedicated the temple ruled over all matidrom the R.

Euphrates to Philistia and the Egyptian border,|éngest empire ever,
without fighting a war. His was the largest extensof the Israelite
territory or kingdom. peace and security in thegkiom gave him time
to organize government and administration and @aexstrade his
wisdom was legendary repressive governance (heaigs} sowed the
seed for discontentment which lead to the breakiuphe kingdom

under his son Rehoboam.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. State two important legacies left by each offttlewing:
(@) the patriarchs
(b)  the leaders/judges
(c) thekings
2. Comment on the statement “the man after my heaitl by God
of David, in 1 Samuel 13:14)

3.4  The Jews in their Neighbours’ Territories
3.4.1 Introduction

Following the reign of Solomon, the centre failedl hold for the

kingdom of Israel, especially after the split iteo — Israel and Judah.
Attacks from neighbouring nations escalated, leadin a series of
defeats and captivity. The first of such was thié d& the Northern

Kingdom to the Assyrians in 722 BC, followed byttled Judah in 582
BC, thus taking Israelites to foreign countriesstjourn for variable

lengths of time. Others who ruled the Israelitesembie Babylonians
(Chaldeans), Persians, Greeks and Romans.

3.4.2 The Jews and the Assyrians
The Israeli nation, as observed above, lay betwé&gypt and

Mesopotamia and so was very vulnerable to aggnessgpecially under
weak leaders and kings. The traditional enemiesad with were Syria,

12¢



CRS 113 MODULE 3

Ammon, Moab, etc., but it was the Assyrian poweit finally over ran
the Northern kingdom in 722 BC (2 Kg. 17).

A common practice in the Assyrian empower was thking of

hostages. After a major rebellion, large numberthefpopulation were
often deported to other parts of the empire anthogp with strangers
from far away. This was what happened to the peoplihe Northern
Kingdom when the Assyrians captured Samaria (2 Xg6; 18:31,32;
24)

The result is the “pollution” of the Israeli (JeWw)sblood, a major cause
of the hostility between the two kingdoms, untié ttime of Jesus (Jn.
4:9). Apart from the separate places of worship @R20), the vast

majority of the settlers, whether the IsraeliteAssyria or Israelites in
Israeli land, adopted foreign gods, mostly the gneewers of the

universe, rather than the living universal Godhaf Jews.

Examples of these gods, which were also worshifige8abylonians,
include:

Anu- king of heaven — the chief of the gods
Enlil - Anu’s son, ruling at the earth’s surface and idied as the
king of the gods

Enki/Ea- in charge of fresh water and giver of lihtar— wife of Anu
and in charge of war and lo&hamashthe sun-god of justice
Adad- god of rain and storm

Ashur the national god of Assyria
Besides, they believed in demons, myths, divinatein., all of which
are prohibited for pure Jews/Israelites

The Assyrians also attacked Judah several timesblyoduring the
reign of Hezekiah (2Kg. 18-21:3; 2 Chr. 29- 33:3§; 36 — 39). A
source quoted Sennacherib, commander of the Assyaiany, of
making the following claim:

Forty-six of (Hezekiah's) strong towns ... | besieged conquerednd

| brought out from them 200, 150 people ... (HezeKiahut up like a
bird in a cage in Jerusalem his capital city ... #veful splendour of my
lordship overwhelmed him ... he sent 30 talents &, ®DO0 talents of
silver ... to Nineveh.

Jerusalem and Judah, however, survived, only toveerun by the
Babylonians in 582 BC.
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Finally, with the Assyrian captivity, things havewer been the same
again for the Jews, up to the present day. Thehatspvirtually all of
them, traced the problem of the Jews to idolataysed essentially by
their contacts with foreign gods, beginning witke thriginal settlers of
the Promised Land, and worsened by the powers rilatl them,
whether in their territory or outside it in captivi

3.4.3 The Jews and the Babylonians

The Jews came under the Babylonians influence, wheetatter overran
the Assyrians, and established the Babylonian (&) empire that
included both the Northern (Israel) and Southertrd#h) kingdoms of
Israel. The conquest occurred under Nebuchadné@@ar— 562). The
book of Daniel exposes the ‘conflict’ between thed®f Israel and the
gods of the Babylonians, including the king/empdrionself (Dan. 3),
who wavered from idolatry to worship of One Gode Bod of Israel
(Dan. 2: 46 — 47; 3:28 —29; 4:37). The successbidebuchadnezzar
(Belshazzar and Darius) witnessed similar expeegiiban. 5 and 6).
Prophet Ezekiel, one of the exiles in Babylon, wasd of God to keep
in constant touch with the remnants in Judah, ajparh keeping the
spirit of his co-exiles, the impact of which can ¢een in the books of
Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther, among otherstier words, in
spite of the experience of captivity, the peopleJafiah, to a large
extent kept the worship of the God of Israel intactder very able and
inspired leadership.

Indeed, from all indications, the Babylonian caipyivserved God’s
purpose of taking His people to repentance, ases#fed in the
“ministries” of Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariamong others.
Worthy of note is the fact that with the challerafehe Jews not being
able to go to either Jerusalem or Bethel for warsts required by the
law, during the exilic period, sacrifices and otpgestly functions were
not carried out as it ought to have been. Lackeaigle worship gave
rise to the concept of synagogue as the meetingt foi worship and
the reading of the Torah. The concept of synagoigadured more
during the New Testament era.

3.4.4 The Jews and the Persians

The Persians made a dramatic entry into the BibtenvCyrus I

invaded Babylon in 539BC. As predicted by Propkeidh (Is. 44:28 —
45; 13), Cyrus Il caused major policy shifts, by:

sending all the images of gods to their originalmes (temple

articles back to Jerusalem) allowing Jews to retum Israel
(Jerusalem/Judah), taking with them the treasuteshabelonged to the

13C
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Jerusalem temple ordering the rebuilding of theplen(Ez. 1) and the
altar (Ez. 3)

Later, under Artaxerxes, the Jerusalem wall wasilednd more exiles
continued to return to Israel/Judah (Ne. 1-3)

In short, as prophesied by Jeremiah, the Babylocéguivity was for a

limited period of 70 years and a punishment thdttkee people back to
God. Thus, unlike the Assyrian experience, whicls wal annihilation,

the Babylonian experience was short — lived (70s)egfter which God
Himself intervened by terminating the cruel regiofethe Babylonians
and replacing it with a more humane one under thesi&ns, with

enlightened governance, aspects of which included:

division of the empire into provinces, each witls ibwn ruler
(satrap) and one of which was Israel/Bible land dliféerent peoples
were encouraged to keep their own customs andaefigindirect rule)
introduction of coins, legal system and a linguanéra (Aramaic)

3.4.5 The Jews and the Greeks

The Greeks later replaced the Persian and the Bgymmpires,
bringing the Jews under the Greek influence. Un8llxander the
Great, the policy to acculturate, i.e. spread theet culture or ideals to
all parts of the empire, was established. Aspddisi® culture were:

Greek language, which became, like Aramaic, arrmattgonal language
(The NT was written in Greek, rather than Aramaiod Hebrew, the
language of the OT).

Greek culture — architecture, philosophy (Paul afslis was strongly
influenced by Greek philosophy, which is reflectad his letters),
literature, arts, science, etc.

Greek influence was particularly strong in the pérbetween OT and
NT, such that it is widely believed that the backgrd of the
Hellenistic (Greek) culture came to play a vitaitpat the events of the
NT. The NT often mentions Greeks which may refer Goeek —
speaking or non-Jews (Gentiles).

Very little of the events of the NT actually tookape in Greece, yet
Paul, a strict Jew, wrote in Greek and understooeeks ways of life,
e.g. interest in athletics, picturing the Christidfie as a race and a
boxing match (1Cor. 9:24-27)

The classic meeting of Christians with Greeks tptdce in Athens, a
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University town and full of images and fine temples the various
gods, which Paul condemned outright (Ac. 17:24)vé\theless, very
few Athenians converted, which made Paul to corethdt

... Jews require a sign and the Greeks seek aftelowisBut we preach
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling bloaksl unto the Greeks
foolishness; but unto them which are called, bottws) and Greeks,
Christ is the power of God, and the wisdom of Go@d¢r. 1:22-24)

3.4.6 The Jews and the Romans

As noted above, the spread of Greek culture antattiehat many Jews
were already dispersed in other lands set the Soertbe NT. But the

final key factor was Roman rule, which unified thacient world

politically, just as Hellenism unified it culturgll

The Romans ultimately took control of the formere&kt empire in the
first century BC, under emperors such a Julius @ad3ompey and
Octavian, who became the first real ruler of them@o Empire,
adopting the title Augustus’ reignwhen the time was ripe.

The philosophy of the Greeks and the materialisthefRomans soon
degenerated into superstition, so that many peaptyding non-Jews,
were searching for more “spiritual” answers to peafs, thus attracting
non- Jews to the Jewish faith or God fearers. Altause of good roads
and peace pax Romanp the good-news of Jesus Christ travelled
quickly throughout the Roman Empire, vide the nasary journeys
of Paul (Ac. 13 -28).

Although the first set of Roman emperors seemeadspect the feelings
of their subjects, they found it difficult to copgth the religion and
nationalism of the Jews. This led to the destructid the Jerusalem
temple in AD 70, a period of real trauma, particyléor the Christians,
the latest arrivals.

However, the problem of Christianity came more frame Jews
than from the Romans, who were more for justicdeéd, Paul had to
appeal to Rome when he suspected he was not goihgve justice
from his fellow Jews (Ac. 25:10). Rome had providbé peace and
freedom for the Apostles to travel and spread tbepgl. It is no
surprise, therefore, that the Roman Empire adoftedstianity as the
national religion, calling the empire Christendom.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Place Unit 4 and this unit side by side anc divo areas
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each where they are similar and different.

2. State one positive and one negative impact emehthe fine
nations/peoples studied in this unit made on thesJef the
Bible.

3. Which one of the Persians, Greeks and Romansdwyou
consider o have promoted the Jewish culture/religmst? Give
two reasons for your answer.

3.5 Discussion

It is not possible to mention and discuss all tagoms and peoples that
had dealings with the Jews and influenced them thedprocess of
writing the Bible. The Egyptians, Canaanites, Bliilies, Phoenicians,
Elamites, Moabites, Midianites, Edomites, Arabs,alekites, Sudanese
(Cush), Cretans, Cypriots, among others also iotedawith the Jews to
varying extents of Biblical periods. This not oniye to space but
relevance: the selection made here has been masied ban the
perceived degree of influence. Thus, although Mosé® is accepted
traditionally to be the writer of the first 5 boo&s the Bible, lived and
was trained in Egypt, the bulk of the material eimtd in those books
came during the Exodus, while God prohibited Jemgmfreturning to
Egypt. It is also not on record that the Egyptianked Israel as the
Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks and Ronddhs except
during the Greek era when part of Palestine wasdrfiom Alexandria,
king of Egypt. The other nations and peoples waldth seem to have
played rather peripheral roles.

Another point to remark here is the quasi — hisarapproach. This is
deliberate because history is a prominent partexfggaphy — in fact
specialisation callelistorical geography.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Perhaps the only conclusion to draw from this lagsathat the Jewish
culture, and especially Jewish Bible, much as oae claim to the
contrary, have benefited from the influence of #ié nations and
peoples that surround them and/or among whom they lor lived in

their territory over the years. The more of thestuences you can
decipher, the better for you in the proper undeditey of this unit in

particular and course in general.
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50 SUMMARY

This unit overlaps in a few places with unit 4, this is your advantage.
It is, however, different from it in being basigaliistorical.

In this unit, you have covered several topics,udiig:

the origin (beginnings) of the nations and peopmé&ghe Bible, with
particular reference to Israel the legacy of théripech, leaders and
kings the Jews and their neighbours.

In each case, the material presented tries to prése nations, empires
and peoples, including their cultural heritageairway that they have
helped or hampered events in the Bible land.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Certificate/Diploma

1. Compare the Biblical story of creation with awtyer story you
know, e.g. the Yoruba mythology.
2. Cite two significant events in each of GeneSigydus, Leviticus,

Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua and Judges that isieah the
historical development of the Israeli people antibma

3. State two important legacies left by each offtllewing: (a) the
patriarchs
(b)  the leaders/judges
(c) thekings

4, State one positive and one negative impact eaehof the five
nations/peoples studied in this unit made on thesJef the
Bible.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
The Holy Bible- various versions
The Lion Encyclopedia of the Bible: Life and Timbtanings and

Message of a Comprehensive Guid®86. Lion Publishing
Tring, Herts: England Chaps. 11 and 12.
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UNIT 2 RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS WORSHIP IN
ISRAEL/BIBLE LAND

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Introduction
3.2 Old Testament
3.2.1 Introduction
3.2.2 The Major Actors and Tenets
3.2.3 The Major Features of the Jewish Religion
3.2.31 The Ten Commandments
3.2.3.2Fasts and Festivals or Feasts
3.2.3.3Tabernacle and Temples
3.2.3.4Priests, Levites and the Sacrifices
3.3 New Testament (Christian) Teaching and Pragtice
3.3.1 Introduction: Background of New Testament
3.3.2 The Teaching of Jesus
3.3.3 Christian Worship in the New Testament
3.4  Discussion
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

You will recall that we touched on aspects of thkgron and religious
worship in Israel in the last unit, touching also ather neighbouring
nations and peoples. This is true of the other @spef the life of the

peoples we shall also discuss in Units 13 and h& iflea in these
units (11-14) is to dig a little deeper into thfeJitimes, meaning and
message of these people who have played promiakntwith God, in

giving us the legacy of the Bible. The idea is toyide a solid base for
the study and understanding of the Bible in paldicland Bible

geography in general.

However, unlike in Unit 11, we shall limit our disssion here, as also
in Units 13 and 14, to the nation of Israel, takemmean Israel before
the division into Northern and Southern KingdomsisTwill not,
however, eliminate the wider concept of Bible lamndhich Israel
constitutes in the main.

13t
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

present (recapitulate) life of the Israelis in Bible times
discuss various aspects of the Jewish religiomdticg:

identify major players and moulders of Jewisligion

analyse the major features of Old Testamimdgism) teaching
examine major features of New Testament &fian) teaching.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Introduction

Unit 11 has surveyed aspects of the life of the pfemf Israel in
Biblical times, touching on the roles of the leadgpatriarchs,
leaders/judges, kings, etc., and the influencéefrieighbouring peoples
on this life.

What is intended to be done here is to probe futtie role of religion
on the life of the people. Religion is treated tfilsecause of its
domineering influence of the people, especiallydbetral place of God
and His commandments on the people. Religion distdhe home,
family, society, work, etc. of the Israelites, topithat are discussed in
subsequent unit of this course.

3.2  Old Testament Teaching
3.2.1 Introduction

The OT consists of 37 books, made up of differgpes of literature,

e.g. funeral songs (Am. 5:2); lament of one falsatgused of a crime
(Ps. 17); speeches (2 Kg. 18:28-35); sermons [Jerl5); prayers (1
Kg. 21:8-10); rules governing worship and sacrif{tev. 1-7); short

stories (Rit) and autobiographies (Neh. 1-7). Asobection, the OT is

a marvel of literary variety and form conveyingid& message through
and through.

The information contained here deals essentialty tie outward forms

or rituals; the basic beliefs of the Jewish religibelong to serious
theology which you will get from other courses.

13¢€
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3.2.2 The Major Actors and Tenets

Abraham.The starting point of Israel’s religion, is the dajpen God
spoke toAbram(later Abraham), telling him to leave his land dadhily
home to go to a new country (Gen. 12:1-3). Abraleok God at His
word: “He put his trust in the Lord and becausehi$ the Lord was
pleased with him and accepted him” (Ja. 2:23).tBe,very first and
foremost basic belief of the Jewish (and Christiagljgion is the
certainty that God is a real person and that hurbamgs — individuals
or as a group can know himbraham'’s faith in God was at times shaky
but he knows that God had committed Himself to himd to his family,
an idea that was to grow into the entire natiofsdel (Gen. 15:6).
Jacob.The history of Israel as a nation begins with Alarals grandson
Jacob, (renamed lIsrael) and his 12 sons, from wiheni2 tribes were
descended (see unit 11). God repeated his coventdmbraham and
Isaac (grandfather and father of Jacob) to him lemdJacob) believed
Him also (Gen. 28: 13-16).

Moses.God revealed Himself to Moses dahweh(LORD) and‘l AM’
or ‘I will be who | will bé, meaning that:

God is unchanging

God is completely reliable,

This knowledge Moses took to his people in Egyppnt where he
(Moses) eventually brought his people out, firsMb Sinai, where God
further made Himself known as:

a God who acts and speaks
a God who is full of compassion and pity, who ist reasily
angered

a God who shows great love and faithfulness (Ex6-3%

David and SolomorBy now Israel had become an independent united
states under some powerful kings, such as Davidsahaimon, but who
knew and believed in a king of kings, Lord of lard&is God is worthy

of all grandeur, pomp and honour — vide Solomoeiagle and all the
grandeur, both physical structure and rituals. €qusntly, God made a
new promise: he would make David’'s kingdom a lggtone, his
dynasty will never end (2 Sam. 7; Ps. 95:3; 97:1)

The Prophets
The greatest contribution of the prophets of Isra@ls not a new

revelation from God but a new challenge to be faitho what God
had already made known of Himself primarily in therah, and to
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return to God in repentance

They never tired of hammering home, the fact tha teligion is not
justrituals or evenbelief but also obehaviour.

They mercilessly attacked the religion of their dagt because it did
not follow the patterns laid down in the law bodike Leviticus, but
because it was not matched by rigighaviour. Theyspoke to the
conscience of the Israelites, gave warning of agghimg disaster
(exile) and, when God’s punishment came, they wéiered hope of a
new future (Am. 5:21-24).

3.2.3 The Major Features of the Jewish Religion

The features of the Jewish (Israeli) religion aggidn, but the most
important ones we shall discuss here are the comimemts or laws
and regulations, fasts and festivals, worship fie tabernacle and
temple), priests, Levites and sacrifices.

3.2.3.1 The Ten Commandments

The commandments, ten of them, cover every aspdife onot only of
Israelites but all people of God (Ex. 20:1-7; De6t6-21) In
Deuteronomy 5:22, the Bible says:

These are the commandments the LORD proclaimedloud
voice to your whole assembly there on the mouritain out of fire, the
cloud and the deep darkness; and he added notharg m

meaning that there were no other commandmentsual égportance.
The Ten Commandments are addressed to the whdlen radtisrael,
not just a particular group like the priests; cansmntly, each one of
them is found in other places in the Hebrew laveser 600 of them
The Ten Commandment were the terms of the coveGamt made
with His people, which they accepted at Sinai. There kept in the
Covenant Box (Ark) and kings make their copies cnesasion to the
throne. The Covenant Box was the centre of Istzaihg the place of
God’s presence.

The penalty for breaking any of the commandment®tamentioned in
the Bible specifically, but, compared with similanes elsewhere in
the Bible, the penalty was surely death (Ex. 21:12)

Later, the Jewish rabbis spent much time on defiréxactly what

was, for example, ‘work’, leading to conflict betare the rabbis and
Jesus (Lk. 14:3-4; Mt. 12:1-2)

13¢
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From Exodus to Deuteronomy are other ‘case lawaprging to three
major categories

. those following from the Ten Commandments (Ex. 31:2
sometimes called the “Book of the Covenant”), casipg
moral, civil andreligious laws, instructions about worship, laws
dealing with the rights of slavestc.

. the holy laws(Lev. 17:26) on how the Israelites should worship

God, the rituals connected with the tabernacle, etc

sermongDeut. 12:25) to Israelites before entering thenfised

Land — encouragements to keep the law,

warnings on disobedience of the laws

duties of the king (Deut. 17:14-20)

The Commandments are purposed to forge good nestips with
(love) God and with other people (Deut. 6:4; Lew:1B); the all
reflect God’s character — His holiness, justicepdymss and will.

3.2.3.2 Fast and Festivals or Feasts

The Sabbath and most of the festivals (feasts) Pagsover, tabernacle
etc. have all been seriously kept from the verjiestrperiod of Israel’'s
history.

The main religious festivals were connected with #easons (see unit
10) and the agricultural calendar in Canaan — lieldpring, early
summer and autumn. On each occasion, the men wpeeted to go to
their local shrine and present their offerings tdG(This arrangement
by God Himself was, among other reasons, to preM@&npeople from
joining their gentile neighbours in the (neighbalirituals — to engage
the Israelites rightly in His worship).

Festivals

Were times of thanksgiving to God for harvestsccasions for
remembering outstanding events in Israel's histopportunities for
great rejoicing and feasting. Only one day in tearywas set apart for a
national fastin OT laws- i.e.Day of Atonemenbr “tenth day of the
seventh month”. During exile in Babylon, speciatfawere also held in
the fifth and seventh month to mourn the destructib the temple and
murder of Gedaliah, Governor of Judah, respectively

Prayer and fasting often went together — peopleaas sign of genuine
repentance — when the people did not eat or df@tiier signs of grief
included:
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tearing their clothes dressing in coarse sack thdlorowing dust and
ash on their heads leaving their hair unwashed

Annual Festivals:

Passover and Unleavened Bread

o One of the most important annual festivals

o Took place the evening before the fourteenth ofhliswhen

every family sacrificed a lamb, in remembrancehaf first such
festival observed just before God rescued the lisgaefrom

Egypt.
o Bread made without yeast must be eaten (Ex. 125J08-12)
First Fruit

o Held on the last day of Passover, when the firgtaglof the
barley harvest was presented to God (Lev. 23:9-14)

Weeks or Pentecost

o Held at the end of the grain harvest, fifty dayePassover

o The priest offered two loaves of bread made frora tew
flour, along with animal sacrifices

o Time of great rejoicing for God'’s gifts of harvegincluding
that of the holy spirit) (Ex. 23:16; Lev. 23:15-Deut. 16:9-12;
Ac. 2:1-6)

Trumpets (New Year)

o First day of the seventh month
o Day of rest and worship (Nu. 10:10I1 28:9; 29: 1-2)

Day of Atonement

o All Israelis confessed their sins and asked Goddigiveness

o The high priest dressed in white linen; first offéera sacrifice
for his own sin and the sin of the priests; he tbffared another
for the sin of the people.

e The only day in the year when the high priest wietd the Holy
of Holies the most sacred innermost part of theptenftabernacle),
where he sprinkled blood from the sacrifice; laid hands on the
‘scapegoat and sent it off into the desert, aga tiat the people’s
sin had been taken away (Lev. 16)
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Ingathering/Tabernacle/Booths/Shelters

. The most popular and joyful of all festivals

. Held in the autumn when the fruit crops had beendsied

) Celebrations included: camping out in gardens aodftops,
in tents or huts made from tree branches

) Reminder of the time when Israel lived in tents tine
desert, during the Exodus

) Included a ceremony in which water is poured ou prayers

made for good rains for the coming year (Ex. 34128;. 23:39 —
43; Ju. 21:19-21; Neh. 8:14:16).

Dedication/Lights

o Commemorated the cleansing and re-dedication oféwend
temple, after defilement by the Syrians called htigbecause
lamps were placed in every house and synagogu&@RR).

Purim

. An excited and noisy celebration traced to the timben
Esther saved the Jewish people from massacre dtirengeign
of the Persian King Xerxes

. Means ‘lots’, referring to the lots cast by Hamandecide on
which day he should kill the Jews throughout theslRe Empire
(Es. 3:7; 9:24, 26)

Other Festivals
Sabbath

Held every Israel’'s most distinctive festival

Seventh day of the week (Ex. 20:8 — 11)

Traced back to creation (Gen. 2:1-3)

No work done, only worship held in the temple (talaele) New
Moon

Start of each month

Trumpets blown and special sacrifices made

Understood as a reminder that God had createddsnlpmorld
No work done

Marked by special meals and religious teaching (Get0; Nu.
10:10; 28:11-15; Ps. 104:19; 1 Sam. 20:5, 24; 24<283).
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SabbaticalYear

. Held every seventh year

. Year of complete rest for the land

o Year dedicated to the Lord

) Crops that year harvested for he poor

) Sign that the land was not theirs but God’s

o All Israelite slaves freed

) All debts cancelled (Ex. 23: 10-11; Lev. 25; 1-&UD. 15: 1-6)
Jubilee

. Held every fiftieth year

All land and property (except town houses) wereirretd to
original owners

Israelite slaves set free

Debts cancelled

Land allowed to lie fallow

The year promised by Isaiah and announced by Jésws 25:
8-17; 23-25; Is. 61: 1-2; Lk. 4:16-21)

3.2.3.3 Tabernacle and Temple

The tabernacle was a large rent made by the I®sgehccording to a
design shown to Moses at Mt. Sinai, a place wHheag tvorshipped God
on their journey from Egypt to Canaan. Each timeyteamped (Nu.
1:50; 2:31), the Levites set it up at the centréhefcamp, surrounded on
all four sided by the Levites’ tents; behind whigkre the tents of the
twelve tribes, three on each side.

It was the centre of Israel’s religious life, arsipat God was with them.
It was a ‘tent of meeting’ between God and huméhs, dwelling place
of God".

The major furniture/parts comprised:

The Covenant Box/Ark of the Covenant

. Carried by poles

o Contained thetwo tablets of the Ten Commandments. A
golden pot of mannandAaron’s rod,that blossomed overnight.

o Stood in the Holy of Holies, the place where Gods wisibly
enthroned (Ex. 25:10-22; Deut. 10: 1-5; Jos. 6:6-8am. 4:3).
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The Incense Altar

. Placed strategically in the holy place, in frontthé curtain
screening off the Holy of Holies
. Burnt each morning and evening (Ex. 30: 1-10).

The Golden Lampstand

. Seven — branched stand, hammered out of one pligd
) Only source of light in the tabernacle

Table of Show Bread/Bread of Presence

for the offering, 12 new loaves, one for each tritm®ught every
Sabbath (Ex. 25: 25-30)

Courtyard

Enclosed by a screen of linen curtains, with amagce (Ex. 27: 9-19)
Altar of Burnt Offering

Where sacrifices of lambs, bulls, goats, etc. weaee (Ex. 27: 1- 8)
Solomon’s Temple

Small by today’'s standard, but among the largesidings the
Israelites had constructedh§X 27m x 13.5m) consisted of:

o Priests’ entrance (porch)

o Holy Place with the incense altar, table for shaelor and five
pairs of lampstand

o Holy of Holies’, approached by steps from the HBlkace and
contained two cherubim, symbols of God's protectaond the
Covenant Box (ark)

o Incense burnt inside it but sacrifices offered mas

o Dedicated with a great worship service/sacrifice

Zerubbabel's Temple

built on the return from Babylonian captivity folled the pattern of
Solomon’s temple, but not as splendid (1 Chr. 2633; Ez. 1; 3-6)

142



CRS 113 BIBLE GEOGRAPHY

Herod's Temple

Built to win people’s favour

Built on the site of Solomon’s temple, by far thramdest, twice as high,
covered with so much gold that it was a dazzligdptsin the bright sun
the most impressive feature was the ‘platform’ll(sth existence
today). Where pilgrims gathered and offered sam#i Main entrance
led to the court of the Gentiles next was the ctarrivomen the court of
Israel Priest’'s court destroyed by Romans 70 AD d#sdtreasures
taken back to Rome.

3.2.3.4 Priests, Levites and the Sacrifices
Priests and Levites

Descendants of Levi, third son of Jacob given spemsition by God
for defending His honour when the rest of the peopbrshipped the
golden calf set apart for religious duties did oah any territory except
some towns and their suburbs collected the titbenfother tribes the
family of Aaron produced first priests — the prafiesal officials of the
tabernacle the priests had the privilege to erter ‘Holy of Holies’

once a year, on the Day of Atonement (Levites: EX25 — 29; Nu. 3:
12-13; 18: 23-24; 35: 2-8; Priests: Ex. 28 —29;.l&v10; 16: 21 —-22)

The Duties of Priests and Levites

Mostly connected with the tabernacle and the tensaerifices and
worship temple choirs — composed several psalnts 88.and 87 gave
answers in God’'s name to difficult questions — ®gen to go to battle;
used the sacred stone of Urin and Thummin resplenfsibteaching the
law offered sacrifices (1Chr. 6:31-48; Lev. 13; DeB3:8-11; Neh.
8:1-12; Mal. 2:7; Jer. 23: 11-32; Ezek. 34)

The Sacrifices

Details contained in the book of Leviticus
Their meaning/implications include:

made to God Himself, not any other (intermediary)
a way of approaching God

prescribed for everyone

have limitations

substitutive

144



CRS 113 MODULE 3

Types of Sacrifices

burnt offering (Lev. 1)
grain offering (Lev. 2)
peace offering (Lev. 3)
sin offering (Lev. 4, 5, 7)

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

la. Mention three important personalities in thet@achings

1b.  Mention at least one thing for which each meebered today

2a. ldentify three major features of OT teaching

2b.  Describe one of the three briefly

3a. What are 2 common features of the tabernaettee temple in
OT times?

3b.  What are the main features of Herod’s temple?

3.3 NT (Christian) Teaching and Practices
3.3.1 Introduction: Background of NT

The background to the NT included at least thremasrof religious

thought and practice, namely that of Palestiniadaism and Hellenistic
culture. The first was based on the OT, but subsegdevelopment

resulted in institutions (synagogue, Sanhedrinparties (Pharisees,

Sadducees, Scribes) ardasts (Hanukkah of Dedication) that are
outside OT.

The traditional period of this “background” is betwn the return of
exiles from Babylonian captivity to the birth ofsilis Christ, which
marks the beginning of NT. This period fell intoughly four phases,
viz:

The Persian rule phasgsee above) when the Jewish state was a
province of the Persian Empire. The phase, as rabede, witnessed
the encouragement of local loyalties and natioedifjion, including
provision for the upkeep of the Jerusalem templa dawvish scale (Ez.
1;6:1-12)

Phase 2 was that &reek rule when the OT was translated into Greek
and Hellenism was introduced (see above). Twogmgimerged during
this phase — those who favoured the foreign waylé¢Hists) and the
conservative Jews (Hasidim) who believed that hédle and
Judaism were incompatible: the result was confdod fight for
supremacy of one over the other.
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Phase 3 came as a result of the revoltJbgas Maccabaeushich
made Judea @gure independent Jewish stataith minimum of
Hellenistic influence (see above)

Phase 4 began withe Roman rulealso discussed above.

In order to better understand the groups whicheathging the period
between the OT and NT, and so understand the mele glayed in the
NT, we hereby describe a few examples:

The Hasidimor the ‘pious ones’ was not really an organized, seat
comprised essentially the Jews who resisted theadw of Greek
culture into Jewish life. Some of them joined wiitle Maccabeesn the
armed struggle against Greek rulers while othersewmacifists. All
were faithful followers of law, many joining the &iisees and the
Essenes.

The Phariseeq'separate ones’) were a strict religious sect.yTivere
ordinary Jews who kept closely to the Jewish lawpse application
were extended to the extent that they became bakddp. As pointed
out by Jesus, these people were so obsessed withttérs of the
law that they missed out tispirit behindit, more so when they despised
those who did not follow them or, belong to theirowgps. Jesus
described them asself-righteous and legalistic However, it is
important to note that Nicodemus and Paul, amoimgret came out
of the group to follow Jesus (Mt. 12:1-4; 22:34;:38 Mk. 7:1-23;
Lk. 18: 9-14; Jn. 18:3; Ac. 23:6-10).

The Sadduceesvere much smaller that the Pharisees and belorged t
the family of priests. They did not accept the Rems’ extensions of
the law and did not believe in resurrection. Amoother ideas
(Messiah, angels, demons, etc.) developed durirg itlierphase
between OT and NT (Mt. 16:; 1-2; Mk. 12:18 — 27; Acl-2;

5:17-19; 23: 6-10)

The Esseneswere another small sect of people against Greek
(Hellenistic) influence on the Jewish religion. Vheere also against
corrupt kings and the growing carelessness amowg dbout keeping
the law. In fact, they were stricter than the Pdees, whom they
denounced as ‘giver of easy interpretations’. There so disgusted
with Jewish society that they opted for monastfe. liHeline (1980)
describes them as ‘forerunners of Christ'.

The Scribes unlike the others mentioned above, were not d& sec
political party, but experts in the law; they wetbgrefore, called
lawyers and teachers (rabbis). They interpretedaveand applied it to
everyday life. They marvelled at the way Jesushaggith authority),
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even though He never attended any of their schtidy; also, like the
Pharisees and Sadducees, opposed Jesus (andalader P

3.3.2 The Teaching of Jesus

The subject matter of the NT (as that of the erBitde) is Jesus Christ,
while His teaching, especially that of the comirfighe kingdom of God
on earth forms the basis of the content of allibeks of the NT.

The message of Jesus teaching touches on a nuiribentes or issues,
notably, as noted above, thkingdom of God Others arefaith and
repentancethe person of Jesus Himself, joy, blessiagsl so on. Come
along with us as we describe some of them briefly.

The Kingdom of Godas taught by Jesus, means the reign or rule of
God in people’s life, which happens when a persmalizes that God

is the creator, king and ruler of the entire wandverse. The
kingdom of God also means the ‘realm’ or communoitpeople where
God’s rule is obeyed, e.g. the church of Christ/Gtidis what the
Jews, for a long time, had looked forward to — wierd in His power
would:

) come to be their king
) set His people free
. judge the nations

But the kingdom that Jesus announced and taughtl(®128) does not
belong to this world but that which, in anothersmris yet to come (Mt.
6:10). To teach this concept, Jesus uses severablpa, e.g. the
seed and the sower (Mt. 13:1-23, Faniran; 2001, @p.— 76).
Others are treasures hidden in the field, mustaed,s pearl, (Mt.
13:31 -52); the list is quite long as you will fiodit from reading your
Bible.

To receive and keep the kingdom of God, Jesus ¢ésaepentanceand
faith, i.e. turning away from sin and believing in HimK. 1:15; Jn.
3:16) and His good news of forgiveness of sin aaldasion. In other
words, Jesus teaches that God is offering newtdifall who believe
in, leave their old ways and follow Jesus (2 Corl7h It means
giving up all that we cling to for security anddting God alone (Lk.
15:1-7; 11:32).

The Person of Jesusr who Jesus is another topic of Jesus’
teaching. Here He teaches that He is:

. the son of God
. close to God
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. one with God

o TheWay,the Truthand thelLife

o Humankind’s ‘bread’ (manna) (Jn. 10:10; 14:1, 61920, 30;
6:32-33), etc.

A note ofjoy runs all through Jesus’ teaching, especially iassting that
the kingdom of God frees people and releases thdiveta full life:

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destidyave come that they
may have life, and have it to the full (Jn. 10:10)

Also, the prodigal son’s father is recorded agrtglthe elder brother:
We had to celebrate and be happy, because youhdrretas dead, but
now he is alive; he was lost, but now he has beend (Lk. 15: 32)
Similarly, the Bible states categorically that Gdiinself rejoices over
every man and woman who comes back home to Hiraryemner who
repents and believes in Jesus Christ His Son

The promise ofblessingor happiness is another feature of Jesus’
teaching. In fact, many people today think of Jedesching as
basically the “sermon on the mountain”, which bsgiwith the
“beatitudes” (Mt.

5:1-12; Lk. 6:20 —26), on the humble, spirituallpop, hungry and
thirsty after righteousness, merciful, etc.: theg all candidates for the
kingdom of God.

Another feature of Jesus teaching is His expectatfoHis (would be)
followers who are expected to follow His example mftting their
interests last, expect persecution, live a lifs@afvice for others, and so
on (Mt. 10: 16-25; 13:16-17; 11:30; Mk. 8:34; Lk5% — 62; Jn. 13:4-
17; 14-17).

Jesus teaches abdbbd and His acceptance worshipus bringing God
to the level of a close and caring Father who isbéo worshipped
reverently, in spirit and in truth (Jn. 4:24).d$troteworthy that Jesus did
not set up a new system of religious ceremoniesdiber expected His
followers to study and follow the Bible:

Do not think that | have come to abolish the lawtloe Prophets: |
have come to fulfil them. | tell you the truth,iuhieaven and earth
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the leaistke of a pen, will by
any means disappear from the law until everythisgaécomplished.
Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commertd and
teaches others to do the same will be called lgaghe kingdom of
heaven, but whoever practices and teaches thesenands will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven (Mt. 5:17:19)
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It is precisely this purpose of calling people baok God that He
establishedHis church,upon faith in Him (Mt. 16:18). The church is
taught to:

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizingrihia the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, aedching them ... to
obey everything | have commanded (taught) youZs14.9-20).

This injunction of Jesus is the message of the NT.

3.3.2 Christian Worship in the New Testament

The earliest Christians were Jewish, which expléies“transgression”
of Jewish form of worship into the Christian church

Every day they continued to meet together in thepte courts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together withdghnd sincere
hearts (Ac. 2:46)

In other words, they continued to meet in the Jewtismple and
synagogues (Paul’s first call during his missionaryneys was also to
the Jewish Synagogue) where they added a speaiasti@h (love) meal
and the teaching of Jesus Christ. They also diedapdactices (such as
sacrifices) which Jesus Christ had already paidbfprHis sacrificial
death on the cross as well as His resurrection.

Nevertheless, two aspects of Jewish (OT) worshieaally influenced
Christian (NT) worship, namely:

the Passover ritual, metamorphosed into The Lor8ispper or
Communion the Synagogue service with its Bible irgdtudy, prayer,
song/hymns and sermons

In other words, the NT is a continuation of the bth of which
present God in His correct perspective and teachaims how to relate
with Him to profit. The Holy Bible is one book, juas our God is one,
our faith is one and our goal (in heaven) is on€i(d 2:5).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Mention two OT legacies in the NT teaching.

2. Mention two of the groups (sects/parties) imad¥/Palestine
during Jesus’ earthly ministry and briefly describe encounter
of Jesus with one of them.

3. Highlight two important teachings of Jesus dgrHis earthly
Ministry.
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4, Mention two Jewish practices adopted by theis@ian church.
Show what changes have been made in the process.

3.4 Discussion

There is no doubt that the content of this urke those of others in this
module, overlaps with a number of others in therspunotably CRS
102, 106, 107 and 110. This should be to your agggnsince you can
buttress the material here with what those of tloiser courses.

The link between religion and the life of the peod best seen among
the serious practitioners, those often describexbakots, conservatives,
hardliners etc., e.g. the priests/Levites, prophets and ssmibers,
notably Pharisees, Essenes and Hasidims

What began with Abraham has now grown into 3 retigi—Judaism,
Christianityandlslam— all of who trace their roots to the faith espalise
by Abraham.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Perhaps the best way to conclude this unit is tphersize the fact of the
continual revelation of God to His people over plegiod covered, from
Abraham (2000BC) to the early church (up to 100ABg revealed
Himself:

to Abraham, among others, as biseldandgreat reward(Gen. 15:1) to
Moses a3 AM andGod of Abraham, Isaac and JacobJesus Christ as
loving Father and Friend

This is what some people call continuous revelatewen though others
believe that the fullest revelation of God is irst$ion, Jesus Christ.

The religion and religious worship of Israel/Bibénd has now spread
to the entire humankind, on the orders of JesudsCland it will
continue to spread, until Jesus Christ comes bgalhdo ‘harvest’ His
own.

50 SUMMARY

We have definitely covered a very wide ground iis tmit, broken into
3 parts of:

Major personalities features of the OT teaching arajor features of
NT teaching

We have tried to present these as a continuoudblding play, i.e. in
the historical tradition, with a wide area of owgrl Significant in this
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approach is the section of the OT background to kie where
developments in the intervening period betweentii explain much
of the content of the NT.

Finally, we have shown that the personalities aladgs mentioned in
the Bible are real and not imaginary or abstrabisTs how Dockery
(1992) put it in relation to the NT in history:

... Jesus Christ was a historical figure whose birttinistry, and death
occurred in first — century Palestine under Romartupation. Paul
wrote to actual congregations in Asia Minor, Greeaad Rome.
Revelation was written during a period when Chaist were being
persecuted for their refusal to participate in Ranemperor worship ...
God sent His son to redeem the world at a defitiitee in human
history ... To understand the NT in the light of Bager backdrop of
its own contemporary world enhances our understagdif its message
and our ability to communicate that message effeltiin our own day
(p. 590).

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Mention three important personalities in the @Ertificate) and
discuss one of them succinctly (Diploma).
2. Identify three major features of OT teaching aescribe one of

them briefly (Certificate and Diploma).

3. Mention four OT legacies in the NT teaching amglain one
of them (Certificate and Diploma).

4, Highlight two of the Jewish practices adoptgdthe Christian
church, showing one significant change made in eask
(Certificate and Diploma).
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

It is not easy to correctly perceive the environtriara different land,
even for a geographer. It is even more hazardougallo of the

environment of a strange land and at a period 89 io history as that
of the Bible times with over 2000 years (see abmfefectic history.

The Bible land belongs essentially to the Meditesemn region with a
different climate, among other environmental vagal{unit 6 — 10), all
of which affected the life of the people.

Fortunately, as in the other units, the Bible ivaitable source of
information on how the people of the Bible timeget, supplemented
by archaeological among other findings. Consequgtite closer we
get to the people of the Bible and their livesyasintended to do here,
the better we will understand what the Bible hasapto humankind.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
e discuss relevant information on the people of thbleBtimes
examine their closest relations in the home andlyam
e explain common practices—customs, ceremonies, etc
e cast a beam on the social life of the people.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Introduction: Life within the Family

The typical Biblical (OT) family (e.g. Abraham’sadob’s, David’s) is

what people in the culture of small, nuclear farsiéy up would describe
as the “extended family”, consisting of not justgrds and children, but
also grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, senntsThus, Abraham
was able to gather 318 fighting men with him toctes Lot from the

raiding kings (Gen. 14:14)

In this type of setting, as shown, again by thengdas of Abraham and
Jacob, the grandfather had complete authority, just in practical
matters but also in religious ones as well. His @@ their God; his
word was law. Family life grew more important a® tblans (tribes)
settled down in permanent homes and as the famiiy lecame
smaller.

God had made a promise to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-8)ydimng that He
would be his God, caring for and protecting him aisldescendants, in
return for a life pattern fashioned after His ru{fesmmands, law, etc.).
So, from the very beginning, ordinary life in Israeas bound up with
religious life. Everything about the people, wheths individuals or as
families and communities, was based on God's lamglutding
interpersonal relations. For example, if they ®dabne another badly
they broke God's law (Gen. 39:9; Ps. 51:3-4) lfr@n this background
that we present some examples in the next section.

3.1 Family Relationship

3.2.1 Parents and Children

Religion and family life were woven together in tlvay parents brought
up their children, including:

children were encouraged to ask questions about tk#gion and

history (Jos. 4: 5-7)

the Sabbath was for both parents and children -malinbers of the
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household parents taught their children the laws @bd and
memorised other parts of the Bible. In the eveningembers of the
family recited the stories, which have since beeittem down in the
Bible.

3.2.2 The Fathers

Within the small unit, the father had complete autly, which the
grandfather had in the “extended family” setup. (ttee father) could,
among others:

sell his daughter into slavery put a disobediefitidb death
divorce his wife without any reason and without \pding for her
arrange the marriages of his sons.

3.2.3WWomen
The woman:

was owned by her husband whom she looked uponrasdster (1 Pe.

3:6) did most of the hard work had low positiontbist the family and in

the society. Jesus teaching on the family is sétt@worrect many of

these e.g. the examples of the loving father (woe father of the

prodigal son) and the Samaritan woman. Paul abkches that men and
women are one in union with Christ; therefore, roosd-class citizens
in Christ’s kingdom.

3.2.4 Polygamy/Monogamy

There are six Biblical examples of polygamy befteses, four during
the period of the Judges and nine among the kihtgsael. The wealthy
in the NT also practised polygamy and tMishnah and Talmid
sanctioned it. However, after Elkanah (1 Sam. )}:H2 Books of
Samuel and Kings contain no references to polygamgng the people
(commoners).

Monogamy is divinely ordained (Gen. 1:18-20; Pré&wl5-21; Lk.
16:18; 1 Cor. 7:1-2) and was by far the most comfioom of marriage
in Israel, except when the first wife was barren.

3.2.5 Wedding Customs
The typical Israelite marriage was arranged by fiher, between
distant relatives, when the boy was about 20 yela@rand the girl in the

early to mid-teens, and without the persons’ cons&hey could,
however, make their wishes known (Ju. 14:2; 1 SB#R0). Later, in
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NT times girls above 12 years had the right of safuNegotiations/
practices included:

The mohar A compensation to the bride’s parents: a porti@y be

kept for the qirl, in case of some emergency or lhesband’s death.
Payment for a divorced wife at least one year'sagegient during
which the boy was not supposed to look on thegyfdte (Gen. 24:65)
both parents and groom gave the wife presentsl@10-13)

Wedding feasts, lasting seven days escorting thedvbride with music
and dancing to the marriage home (Gen. 24:67; NuB;2Ps. 19:5)
Blood-stained garment presented to the bride’s mardor safe

keeping, as evidence of virginity after consummmatibeut. 22:13-21)
marriage covenant (Mal. 2:14; Prov. 2:17' Ex. 16@)nsisting (in the

5'[h century BC) of the bridegroom’s declaration thate'ss my wife
and | am her husband forever”.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Mention five polygamists in the Bible. Statee tmumber of
wives and concubines each one of them had.

2. State three duties of fathers to their childie®©T times

3. Mention two ways in which NT teaching improube status of
women in Biblical times. Cite examples of each case

3.3 Family Life
3.3.1 Introduction

There are many ways of looking at the family, idihg where they
live, how they live, or interpersonal relationseitheating habit, their
clothing as cosmetics, and so on. We present justet of cases,
namely, how the Israelites lives, especially imterof hospitality, their
food and drink habit and their clothing and cospwtior mode of
dressing.

3.3.2 Hospitality

In Biblical times and in the general area of Pabesthospitality was
more than courtesy; it was a necessity and a @@prunderstanding.
One reason for this was lack or poorly developesphality industry;
another was the religious obligation of the Bible hict
demands/emphasize it in several places. Indeegithlity was a sacred
duty and privilege such that a traveller had a triggh expect food,
shelter and protection (Gen. 19:11-1; Ju. 19:16438y;. 19: 33-34):
failure to offer it was considered a disgrace amttime (Deut. 23:3-4;
Ju. 19:12- 15; 1 Sam. 25:2-42).
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Willingness to care for strangers was consideregsh of character
(Jb. 31:32; 1 Tim. 3:2; 5:10; Pe. 4:8-10plmudlists it with studying
the Torahas one of the five acts that bring eternal rewded)aring that
“the entertainment of strangers was as great aemadt the reception of
theangeloi” (Heb. 13:2).

In Biblical times, some villages provided accomntamafor travellers

and some houses had guests’ rooms on an upperffiothis purpose
(1 Kg. 17: 19; 2 Kg. 4:10; Mt. 25:35; Lk. 22:11).obpitality also

extended to caring for the less privileged, widoacgident victims, the
sick, etc. The story of the Good Samaritan showsntind of God on

this matter, as different from the practices ofeBts and Levites in the
parable of Jesus (Lk. 10:30 — 37).

3.3.3 Food and Drinks

The evening meal was the big meal of the day apidally consisted of:
bread and whateverfruits (melons, figs, pomegranates, grapes) and
vegetables(lentils, beans, cucumber, leeks, onions, garlic,) eéhat
were in season on special occasions these werenpeced bymeator

fish (in the Galilean region boiling witherbscommon while meat was
also roasted.

Stewsincludedalmondsandpistachio nuts

Seasoning available wenaint, dills, cumin, ruendmustardsSalt from
the Dead Sea or the Mediterranean important forsseag and
preserving For sweetening syrup from cooking grapes or dates
(probably the honey in the Bible except in Judges 14:8-9 and 1
Sam. 14:26 — 27 or wild honey. For meat, huntednats, deer or
partridge was available bussheep, goat, beefvere most common.
Chickenwere known in the Roman period lrggwas children’s food

As a rule, food was eaten with hands out of a commettery dish
utensil was used to prepare the food. Bread makig very important
(Deut. 24:6) and often involved the entire familer. 7:18). Wheat or
barley flour was used, mixed with olive oil; saitast and water.

There were few professional/commercial millers; veomusually
ground their own grain on millstone. Since nothimgs (still is) more
precious thamwater, homes usually had their owgisternsfor drinking

water unless there was a large community springedr nearby. Public
cisterns were introduced during the Roman period

Drinks (from grapes) includedweet grape juicecheap vinegarand
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water otheiintoxicating drinkswere made from pomegranates and dates
(perhaps the “strong drink” of the BiblaYlilk, mostly from goats, was
drunk or eaten agogurtor cheese.

3.3.4 Clothing, Fashion and Cosmetics

There were comparatively limited variety in clothimnd fashion in
Biblical Israel, owing to the hot climate and liett raw material. The
outfits include:

Soldiers and workersskirt or girdle, reaching to mid-thigh and hold u
by a woollen belt or girdle, which also hold weap@nd valuables (2
Sam. 18:11).

Men - pullover, knee or ankle — length tunic, hung frome shoulder,
may be long or short — sleeved. It sometimes achdsrgarment when
worn under acloak worn in day time and used as covering at night
(Ex. 22:26). Typically, of wool or camel hair (fprophets, Zec. 13:4;
2Kg. 1:8; M. 3:4).

Tasselsor fringeswere sewn to the “corners” of the cloak (Deut. 22:1
Nu. 15:38-40).

Tassels were identified with devotion to the Toramd were
conspicuously displayed by Jewish leaders in Jedags (Mt. 23:5)
Clothing was handmade and highly valued, sometiusesl as articles
of exchange or plunder (Ju. 5:30; 14:12; Prov. 8]1:2

Men were usually bareheaded with perhaps a striglath around the
head or a skull cap (turban)

Women's garments were similar to men’s, except vy did not wear
short skirt and had distinctivembroidery, girdleandhead wearDeut.
22:5)

Overall, clothing was designed modesty to hideaathan accentuate
(advertise) the body

Archaeologists have discovered an abundanceaniets, bracelets,
necklaces, rings for ear, noses and fingers andigtet were used by
the women folk although Isaiah and Paul disdain womvho wore
ostentatious dresses (Is. 3:16-24; 1 Pe. 3:3-%)ellery was usually
made of gold, silver, copper, bone, ivory or cotmlistones (Ex. 28:
17-20; Ez. 28:13; Rev. 21: 19-21)

An abundance ofosmetic utensilBas also been discovered, with which
women ground minerals to powder, mix with oil andter and applied
them to their faces (lips, eyelids and cheeks).
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Mirrors were available, made of polished bronzegsior gold

Perfumed ointments were used in medicine religiod as cosmetics
(Ex. 30:21-25; Ps. 45: 8; Prov. 7:17). The spguéafume used to anoint
Jesus at Bethany is a case in point (Mk. 14:3).

Major differences existed between the dress ofritie and the poor.
While poor peasants had only the woollen or gohtst clothes, the
rich had clothes for winter and summer, for workimgd leisure and
from different raw materials — fine linen, silk, alpgoats’ hair, camels’
hair, etc. Some rich men and women spent so muah @ind money on
clothes that they needed Jesus’ words to reminch tbé the really
important things in life:

And why do you worry about clothes? See how thes libf the fields
grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet | tell yoatthot even Solomon in
all his splendour was dressed like one of these.. If50d clothes the
grass of the field .... will he not much more thastte you ... (Mt. 6:28
- 30).

Although many poor people went barefosgndalswere the normal
footwear.They were usually taken off before going into someelse’s
home and it was the lowest servant’s job to taketaf visitor's sandals
and wash his feet (vide Moses at Mt. Sinai (Ex) a1%d Jesus washing
His disciples’ feet in John 13)

According to Jewish custom, a man selling a prgpéobk off his
sandal and gave it to the buyer as a sign of cedffidhe right of
the property (as Boaz's relative did in Ruth 4:7)

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Mention at least two important features of thedwiing aspects
of family life in Biblical Israel.

(@) Hospitality

(b)  Food and drinks

(c)  Clothing, fashions and cosmetics

2. Relate the dressing habit of the rich in Jetiu® to the passage
in Matthew 6:28-30).

3.4  Special Occasions
3.4.1 Introduction
We have touched on aspects this topic in diffepéantes in this module,

especially in Unit 2. To avoid repetition, which wave argued is not
necessarily bad or evil, we shall limit this dissios to the three
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revered occasions in the family setting generalhd Biblical Israel in
particular, namelybirth, wedding and death But since we have
discussed wedding above, we shall discuss only l@ind death rites
here. Indeed, it will be advantageous to read Hastion and the
previous two together, since they deal with theiliafnrom the smallest
to the largest (Israelite nation) level.

3.4.2 A New Baby in the Family

Psalm 127: 3-5 captures vividly the way God ands$haelites felt about
children, in Biblical times, viz:

A large family was a sign of God'’s blessing (Ps7:52 and vice versa
(cf. Hannah in 1 Samuel 1:1-20)

Boys were the most valued; it was, therefore, spomant to have
a son that the woman’s name was changed to “mather.” when

her first son was born Unlike boys who worked tlaenity land and
fought the wars, girls were less valued, even thoaidride price was
usually paid to bride’s parents (see above)

Sons also were needed to carry on the family n@nginally, people
thought they were going to continue living througkir children; so if
a man died without a child, it was the duty of bissest relative to
marry his wife and name the first son of the reiage after the
dead man and inherit his land (Deut. 25:6; Ru. Bk220: 27-33).
The following customary practices accompanied thth lof a new
baby:

The baby was washed and rubbed over with salt &kenthe skin firm)
Then it was wrapped in ‘swaddling clothes’ (Lk.2}1

The bandages (part of the swaddling clothes) weosdned several
times in a day and the skin rubbed with olive aildadusted with
powered myrtle leaves, for several months

Babies were normally breast-fed for two to threarge

Meaningful names were given at birth, relatinghe tircumstances of
birth, family feeling towards God, etc. Babies wagmed on the eight
day when boys were circumcised — to remind thetthefcovenant God
made with Abraham (Gen. 15), that every child iraé$ belonged to
God, i.e. one of God’s people.

A first son was dedicated to God but bought back gpecial way. (Ex.
13:13ff.)
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The mother made a sacrifice of “purification” (Led2) of pigeon and
lamb, which the parents of Jesus could not afford bad to offer “a
pair of doves or two young pigeons” instead (LRA:

In NT times:

Money was put into the temple offering boxes im lgf the sacrifices

A boy became a man on his 30th birthday, marked kpecial service
(Bar Mitzvah or “son of the law”) at which he resit

passages from the OT Law and Prophets. The rakehbi phonounced
blessing on him from Numbers 6:24-26.

3.4.3 Death and Funeral Rites

Unlike most Christians with assurance of life affeath (Phil. 1:21), the
Jewish people had not always believed in life afeath. Rather:

In the early days they believed that dead peoplet Wiewn toSheol.
Later, they reasoned thstieolcould not be the end but that there would
be resurrection after which a person’s final dgstivould depend on
how he/she lived in the body (Dan. 12:2)

In NT times the Pharisees believed in resurredtianthe Sadducees did
not Jesus’ resurrection and victory over death llifineemoved the
fear of death, for those who believe in Him.

All through the OT, death is shown as a tragedyiclvitictated the
funeral when a person died:

He/she was ‘blind-folded’, eye-closed Body was veasand wrapped in
strips of cloth A quick burial was necessary beeanisthe hot climate
No coffin was used but body was carried on a wodtestcher to the
burial place Family and friends made a great shbmaurning by:

weeping and wailing

wearing uncomfortable clothes

walking barefoot and putting ashes on their heads

tearing their clothes

shaving off their beards

professional mourners sometimes hired

mourning lasted seven days, but may be longersewgnty days
for Joseph and thirty for Moses

fasting took place with the mourning

o a funeral feast took place at the tomb

o body embalmed if death occurred outside the tewi{e.g. the
body of Joseph in Egypt) Burial took place in cag@sn. 50: 13),
cut in rock
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) rich people had specially constructed tombs, mbsttoch were
used over and over again after the bones of previogies had
been removed and stored away.

. the poor were buried in shallow graves in open gdo@ row of
stones placed round the body and the spaces inebattilled
with small stones and earth, a slab of stone wers plit on top

. all graves were painted white to draw people’snditb@ to them,
as they must not be touched, or the person becaoheaun.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Cite four practices of Biblical Israel whichyroown people also
practise today when a baby is born into the family

2. Do the same for death and burial rites

3. Cite three events each in the NT, which confirm

(@ The importance attached to male children
(b)  The assurance of resurrection

3.5 Discussion

The following points are very important for disciasswith colleagues,
friends, pastors and other mentors. The linkagésdmn religion and
home/family life generally and among the Israeliteparticular.

The sources of information for a study like thispecially other
courses, such as CRS 101, 105, 107, 110, 1146603nd 608

In your discussion, pay special attention to thkofzng sources of
information:

the Bible other texts contemporary with the Bibleeiaeology Jewish
tradition (present-day Jews) Arabic culture Refeesh sources (see
below). The idea in all these is to assist you ierspnally
“experiencing the home, family and community lifé the Biblical
Israelites/Palestinians

4.0 CONCLUSION

The following conclusions are drawn from the mateni this unit:

All the topics are closely interwoven as they relat a people with very
strong tradition and culture

The unit takes us a step further into the hearthefgeography of the
Israelites/Bible people, whose major legacy is Bible. It builds
directly on Unit 12 on the religion and religiousorship. This is
mainly because of the central role religion playedthe Israelite
society, as reflected in the Bible.
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50 SUMMARY

We have moved a step further in our analysis ohtimaan geography of
the Israel/Bible land by studying aspects of:

Life in the Israelite family in Bible times with epial reference to family
relationships and family setting and life.

Special occasions in the family and nation.

In doing this we have tried to fill some gaps leftunit 12, while
looking forward to the last topic on this themehofman geography of
Israel/Bible land, as depicted from the Bible amotiger sources.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Mention three polygamists in the Bible. Stdte thumber of
wives and concubines each one of them had (Cextiifjc

2. State three important duties of fathers in@fe(Certificate).

3. Mention two examples of NT teaching which chethghe OT
status of women and children. Describe one of thersome
detail (Diploma).

4, Enumerate two important features of the follmyviaspects of
family life in Biblical Israel:

(@) Hospitality
(b)  Food and drinks
(c) Clothing, fashions and cosmetics (Certificate)

5. Cite two examples of the use of Israel’s farsibgiety setting to
communicate deep spiritual meaning/message andssisme of
them briefly (Diploma).
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UNIT 4 WORK AND SOCIETY IN
ISRAEL/BIBLE LAND

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Work and Working Life
3.1.1 Introduction: Background to Work in Israeclii
Land
3.1.2 Crafts and Trades
3.2 Farming
3.3  Building, Masons and Carpenters
3.4  Clothes Making
3.5 Mining and Metal Work

3.6 Pottery

3.7 Other Jobs (Works) carried out in Biblical ErBible
Land
3.7.1 Leatherwork
3.7.2 Fishing

3.7.3 Government Service
3.7.4 Trade and Commerce
3.7.5 War, Weapons and Warriors
3.7.5.1 Introduction
3.7.5.2 The Army
3.8 Discussion
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Bible describes or deals with people at diffefevels and in many
places, varying from nomads/semi-nomads (part sreppart farmer)
to people in large civilized towns; from the firsettlers in Canaan,
through the time of the kings of Israel and Judatife under Greek and
Roman empires.

Nevertheless, the lives of ordinary people weremoth altered by the
phenomenal political changes. The human geograghgrael/Bible

land remained relatively stable. Besides, the Bibés information
stored in it, which is a great help in a work swuh this, aided by
textbooks and other sources.

162



CRS 113 BIBLE GEOGRAPHY

Having discussed the people, their religion andasdife, we are left
with the economy which is an important componenttted (human)
geography of any region. This is what we shall taén this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

e list examples of the various jobs and assignmentietiaken
by the Bible people

e discuss the references to these activities as ioadtain the
Bible examine the Biblical message related to thigest matter.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  Work and Working Life in Israel/Bible Land
3.1.1 Introduction: Background to Work in Israel/Bible Land

The work that people do is closely related to #&ources available to
the people, whether internally or through impodatiFrom the account
contained in Module 2, these resources for Isréd@kBand include land
and related rock and mineral resources, water aatdted fishery
resources, plants and animals. The people or ppuléunit 11) also
constitute resources, just as the elements (inedlith and atmosphere
(unit 10) also constitute resources for the people.

Throughout the Bible period, some of the jobs whathay belong to the
professions or professionals were done by each ehold. Most
families owned some land and worked at farmingluitiog keeping of
sheep and goats. Spinning and weaving were dorfeome by the
women, while men built their own homes, which skithey taught their
children.

Two practices featured prominently in the Bibletth®T and NT, viz:
crafts and trades; and slaves and forced labour.
3.1.2 Crafts and Trades

Although limited in scope in OT times, certain féies and areas were
known for certain trade skills. For areas, theseslzown above, were
linked with available raw materials:

Succoth for casting of metal utensils Trade/crafids of town and
cities e.g. mention four ‘carpenters quartershél workers”, “potters”,
“goldsmiths” and ‘perfumers’ sections of citiestire Bible.

In NT times, by contrast, trade guilds were veryl\weown during the
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Roman rule. Crafts were also held in high esteenthgyJews, with
certain privileges. Most Scribes probably had ddravith the writings
of rabbis mentioning a nail maker, a bakery, a ahntbker, a master
builder, a tailor, etc., while some were despised). tanning, tax
collecting and weaving, for various reasons. Thawees, for example,
worked in one of the poorest areas of Jerusalesedb thdung Gate
For slaves and forced labotm Biblical times, the following points are
noteworthy:

The story of the Gibeonites, who were made slafe¢heocongregation
of Israel (Jo.9).

The enslavement of Israelites in Egypt (Ex. 1-2netous projects done
by slaves/forced labour;

o Building and mining works of OT king (prophet Sarhue
prophetically warned his people in 1 Samuel 8:9 wiieey
demanded to have a king rule over them that sucskivould,
among other things they (Israelites) would “becdm slaves”
(v.17)

o Building works of Herod the Great and his successor
In OT times, slavery was accepted in Israel — med their
families became slaves to better —off (indebtedusebold,
making God to make provision for their freedom lie Sabbath
year as well as the Jubilee year, reminding thesraélites) that
they were slaves in Egypt.

Prisoners of war were usually made slaves, e.dawvid’s and
Solomon’s projects, which also engaged Israelaged — roads,
fortresses, temples, etc.

In NT times, there were both Jewish and non-Jewiakies in
Palestine who were engaged largely as servantwimauses of
the wealthy and of the court (cf. Jesus’ parablevofkers in the
vineyard (Mt. 20:1-6); cf. also the Apostles’ adviwords to
Christian slaves (Eph. 6:5-9; Col. 3:22-25; 1 Tinl-2; 1 Pe.
2:18-25).
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It is from this background that we discuss somargptas of work and
working life in Israel/Bible land in Biblical times

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Mention three examples of trades and craftsncom in OT
Israel/Bible land

2. Give three examples of projects handled by eslawv Biblical
Palestine.

3.2 Farming

In the main, the people of Palestine have alwags barmers, with the
nature of the soil, climate among other factors ingkhe work a life of
constant toil and hardship (A source states thatahd that was cursed
by God in Genesis 3:17 was actually that aroundsadem, the Israeli
capital). Besides, a large part of the country wasert and rock that
could not be readily farmed.

The typical Israeli farmer did not live on his fabmt in a nearby village
or town, which was often close to a fortified citigr water and
protection. He owned just enough land that he asdfamily could

manage by themselves, perhaps with the help ofvasésvants or hired
labourers. He might grow arable crops as well apeg and olives;
might possess a few sheep and goats, with oneso$dns or a hired
shepherd to take care of them (cf. David's famdy)might decide to
specialize, including being livestock farmers.

As observed above, the Israeli farmer in Biblidgales faced four main
problems:

drought (Jer. 17:8)

strong winds from the east, which take away hissiy locust plagues
(Ex. 10:4; Jo. 2:25)

invaders (2 Kg. 17:5; 24:1)

The main grain crops grown were:

Wheat — in the few fertile valleys, Philistine plaiJordan valley and
Plain of Jezreel

Barley — widespread, tolerated poorer soil Spettraiilet
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(All used for bread, the staple food) Other cropmag were:

Vegetables — lentils, peas, beans, onions, cucwangerlic and herbs
(see above).

Fruit — grapes (for wine and raisin), melons, figates, pomegranates,
nuts.

Flax — for linen cloth.
Forestry — the highest lands.

Cattle (which in Hebrew includes, sheep, goatshoxed asses) were
the most common animals (no pigs) were kept; ass¥s beasts of
burden; oxen for ploughing; sheep and goats wepe together — sheep
for its wool and meat; goats for its milk and négdats hair used for
coarse cloth and their skins for bottles)

The shepherd’s life changed little during Biblidahes. He led his
sheep; knew each one; watched over them night apdJh. 10: 1-6),
against thieves and especially wild animals — wslvkons, bear,
hyenas, jackals, snakes and scorpions. He carmgaffato catch hold of
any sheep that fell and a wooden club (Ex.22:12t1S8am. 17:34 — 36).
Although farming was more widespread and predorathéte working

life of Israelites in Biblical times, the farmer gvaot really held in high
regard, especially by the Pharisees (NT), who reéeto those with no
religious edification as “people of the land”. Tétery of Cain and Abel
as well as the high pedestal accorded animal (bl@adrifices in

Biblical times also pointed to the relative impota of the subsidiary
occupation of livestock keep in Bible times, both @&d NT.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Name at least three examples each of the grapsand other
crops grown in Biblical Israel.

2. Mention the four major problems of the Israedirmfier in
Biblical times.

3. Mention three of the animals kept on Israelinfarin Biblical

times and at least one use of each animal.
3.3 Building, Masons and Carpenters
Skills in building was slow in developing in Isradls slaves in Egypt,

they made bricks, but on entering Canaan showde libterest in
building. The large and well-fortified cities in G@aan (Nu. 13:28) were
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destroyed and replaced by not very impressive stres.

Some skill acquisition and use started during fhee tof David and
Solomon, perhaps under the Phoenician influencé(1C4:1); other
cultures which influenced Israel were the Perdiai®eek and Roman, as
observed above.

The material available for building was mud, storsesl boulders,
limestone and wood. Bricks (often mixed with stréix. 5:7-15) were
widely used where stone was not plentiful.

The building work in Biblical Israel meant mainlprstructing houses
and city walls and digging wells, cisterns, waterrtels and grain silos.
In Nehemiah 3-6 there is no evidence of skilledftsmanship at
professional expertise, although one could imagfmeslow growth of
skill in masonry, carpentry, etc., which definitebfhhowed up in the
construction of Herod’s temple.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Name three of the cultures that positively uaficed/taught
Biblical Israelites in the area of building.
2. Give two reasons why building skill develop&ahgy in Israel.

3.4  Clothes Making

The main materials used for clothes-making werenlirffrom flax),
sheep’s wool, goat’s hair and animal skins: cott@s not used in Israel
until they began to import it, probably after théle

Israelites loved to decorate their clothes withgbtlly coloured fringes,
borders and tassels. Gold thread was used to esebroery special
clothes - e.g. for the high priest (Ex. 39:3).

Dyeing was a common practice (Gen. 30:32), the mostmon dyes
(colours) in the Bible being blue, scarlet and jpirghe last dye was a
sign of royalty and wealth. The best purple canoenfiTyre and so was
very expensive.

Dyeing was important in places with good water $ypgnd good
grazing, e.g. Gezer, Bethshemesh and Debir.

Spinning and weaving were usually done by womera@aimple hand
spindle, two types of which existed, viz: vertiaad horizontal

When the Bible talks about embroidered cloth (3680; Ex. 26:16), it
may refer to different cloths sewn together, or eopatterns.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

1 Name three common materials used for cloth-ngakinlisrael
and the source of each. Cite a Bible referencedoh one.

2. Name three popular dyes and the category gflpevho used at
least one of them. Buttress your answer with apjmtp Bible
sources.

3.5 Mining and Metalwork

In the book of Deuteronomy 8:9, Moses added anatascription of the
land of Israel thus: “a land where the rocks aom iand you can dig
copper out of the hills.” As it turned out, thege ¢he only two metals
native to the region of Israel (a revelation of gth{to Moses), without
any personal knowledge) can only be divine; goltjes lead, tin,

mentioned in the Bible were imported.

Gold and silver were perhaps made available telisea at the point of
their leaving Egypt. Also, when they entered Cangald and silver
formed part of the spoils of war, and when Solomeeded gold and
silver for the temple and other buildings he emptbyexperts from
Phoenicia and imported gold from ‘Ophir’.

Copper was the most plentiful, found in the SinamiBsula, the Arabah
and the Dead Sea, but since the Hebrew words fipesaand bronze are
the same, it is not always clear which one is meanteferred to at
times.

Some have suggested that the Israelites learnedrthied smelting and
working copper from the Kenites (or Midianites),tlihere are other
views as well.

Like building, the use of iron spread very slowtylsrael. When they
entered Canaan, the Canaanites already had iraiotsh&lJo. 17:16)
and when the Philistines defeated the Israelitethéndays of Samuel
and Saul, they would not let them have blacksnofitheir own in case
they made strong swords and spears

In NT times, there was a smith’s bazaar in Jernsaed in the temple
that Herod built in Jerusalem,

the double gate, threshold and lintel were ovead laith gold
plating there were gold and silver lamps and bowls

there were even spikes of gold on the roof to kdéep birds away
thousand priests were trained for the work, as me else was
allowed to enter the sacred temple area.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

1. Mention two native and two imported metals ge un Biblical
Israel.

2. Mention two places from where gold and silveravimported to
Israel in Biblical times.

3. Describe the use of gold on Herod’s temple.

3.6 Pottery

Again, compared to their neighbours, Israel's pgtigas poor and not
very artistic, possibly because the Israelites weage concerned with
usefulness. However, there was progressive imprenéfnom the time
of David. Nevertheless, in NT times a good dedirod pottery was still
being imported.

The potters of Israel would appear to work togethsith their

apprentices and sons, supplying pots fit for sgiaif meals in the
temple courts. There also seemed to be evidence rolyal guild of

potters in the service of kings (1Chr. 4:23), pridg large water jar for
the kings’ estate. In other words, pottery wasdfrgarried out at one
site where the following were in place:

stream or cistern water wheels for shaping the kilag for firing

Thus, Jeremiah speaks of the ‘Potsherd Gate’, prakly close to
potter's house. Also, in Nehemiah 3:11, and 12:3@, read of the
‘Tower of the Ovens’ or ‘Tower of the Furnacesl,raferring to pottery
kilns in Jerusalem.

The commonest pottery articles were bowls, lampss pr pitchers,
water bottles, juglets for perfume, dolls, to menta few.

Sometimes notes or letter were written on piecdsroken pottery, e.g.
the “Lachish Letters” from the commander of gami$o his superior at
Lachish during king Nebuchadnezzar’s final attacklodah.
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

1. List the facilities usually found in a pottdactory or place.
2. Name five common pottery articles in Biblicatdel.

3.7 Other Jobs (works) Carried Out in Biblical Israel/Bible
Land

3.7.1 Leatherwork

Bible references to articles made with leathem(fsheep and goat-skin)
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includeclothes, beltandfootwear.The complete hides of small animals
were sewn together to makettlesfor wine, water and milkTentswere
originally made of leather covering, but later feft woven goats’ hair
was used. Leather was also usedwaiing material (e.g. the Isaiah
manuscript of the Dead Sea Scrolls).

The processing of leather involved three tradesnskg with knives
tanning — who normally lived outside the town besmawf thesmell
(cf. Simon the tanner in Peter's encounter withr@étius) shaping and
sewing (cf. Paul, Aquila and Priscilla (Ac. 18).

3.7.2 Fishing

In view of its prominence in the Gospels, it maysbieprising to include
fishing among other jobs. However, the Israelitesravnot much
involved in it until NT times.

There is only one Hebrew word for fish, to coveempghing from the
smallest toddler to the great fish that swallowedah. Fishing in OT
times was carried out mainly by Phoenicious, théstfFGate” in
Jerusalem indicating a market for imported fish.

By the time of Jesus, a flourishing fishing indystad developed on the
sea of Galilee, with families working in family gnes and hired helpers
(Mt. 4:18-22; 13:47-52). This was the major occigratof some of
Jesus’ disciples like Peter and his brother And(®att. 4:18; Mark
1:16 cf. Jn 21:3-11). Tarichaea (meaning pickling))akeside town
probably indicated that it was a centre for sajtimd preserving fish.

3.7.3 Government Service

It would be an exaggeration to talk of a ‘civil @ee’ in Biblical Israel,
but throughout Bible history, there was always &déor people to
serve as administrators, tax collectors and sewstd-rom the time of
Moses, and even before, leaders were appointezhte the community,
e.g. census in the desert; service in the tabernaskistance in sharing
the Promised Land among the 12 tribes; settlinggastc.

Solomon organised the country into 12 administeatdlistricts and
officers made responsible for collecting tax duethe king while
another department dealt with drafting men for eséd work (task
masters in Egypt).

The Romans sold to the Jewish agents the righdlteat certain tax (cf.

the tax collectors of Jesus’' day who were bittedyented by most of
the Jews, but loved by Jesus (Lk. 19:1-9).
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The collecting and recording of the tax was propadl specialized
occupation, just as that of secretaries who wratitedls and took
dictations (cf. Baruch, Jeremiah’s Secretary (32r11-12; 36:4)

3.7.4 Trade and Commerce

In OT times, trade and commerce took the followfomgns:

Land sale: Abraham purchased a field and cave from Ephron the
Hittite. Other examples included Jeremiah (Jer, 3®seph in Egypt
during the 7years of farming (Gen. 47); rich meryibg up the land

of those who were unable to pay their debts.

Local trade: As shown above, farming in Israel was mainly subsise
farming. There were, however, a few items they @t produce, e.g.
pottery, metal tools and weapons (see above). Tramd transport
were also difficult (see below). So for a long tirfexal trade was very
simple, giving way to markets later on at the gatetowns and cities
where farm produce, sheep and goats were solcerBathd smiths also
made and sold their goods, including outside thantry.

International trade: Three factors led Israel to international trade at
the time of the kings.

o growth of industries (see above under work), whigeded
imported raw materials, especially metal workingd atiothes
making (see above).

o Israel’'s conquest of new territories on internatidrade routes.
o The kings had their eyes on creating wealth andniguluxury
goods.

The fact that traders were popularly called Carteansuggests the
Israelites did not feature in international tradestart with (1s.23:8). But
when they joined, they were not different. Thus, ¢sm(12:8) says:
“The people of Israel are as dishonest as the @#raathey love to
cheat their customers with false scales” in spitdhe several warnings
to the contrary.

The ‘Roman peace’ provided ample opportunities ftrade.

Consequently, in NT times, in Palestine, the psitesof merchant was
held in great respect and even the priests engageimerce.

In spite of Jerusalem’s remote highland positioo, fawer than 118
different kinds of luxury goods were being soldrtheThere were 7
different markets, and there was a busy, tradecodg required for
worship at the temple, especially animals for gimeriMt. 20:20-28)
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The Jewish rabbis had strict rules for businesdsdaad there were
market inspectors to see that these rules weredaut/obeyed, e.g.:
scales and weights had to be cleaned regularlyrbhad the rights to
complain no interest was to be charged.

Personal belongings could be handed over as sgagidinst a loan,
but essentials such as cloaks, ploughs and mitstiware not to be
sold in the event of non- payment (all rules tratcedthe OT, but
especially emphasized at the time of Jesus).

3.7.5 War, Weapons and Warriors
3.7.5.1 Introduction

War was a dominant theme in the OT, in spite ofldeagainst murder.
However most Israelite wars were “holy wars” thertl's war’.

After the exile, Israel changed from a belligenena peace-loving State,
seeing war more as the work of Satan than of Godaddition, they
hoped that God would send His own warrior — kingfight a “final
battle” and bring victory and peace to His peoplther in this world or
in the next, i.e. the concept of the coming Messiah

When Jesus came, however, He rejected this vietheoMessiah, but
rather came to bring God’'s peace. Christians themecto be seen as
“soldiers engaged in a spiritual war against euil”which victory is
certain, having been won for them by Jesus onribesmf Calvary.

3.7.5.2 The Army

From quite early days of Israel’'s history, everynnveas called to be a
soldier. He could be summoned by a tribal leadelaraham did with
his men against Lot’s captors.

Each tribe protected its territory but sometimelpd@ one another, e.g.
in the resistance against Canaanites and Philistinidere was no
standing army until Saul’s time as king, when hpaapted 3000 men as
a permanent army. David was a military genius whander Joab,

captured Jerusalem and taught Israelites new metbfodarfare.

This continued until after the exile when, as nabdve, the army was

‘disbanded’; except for one short period when newish and Jewish
soldiers were employed and paid wages.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 7

1. Write short notes on the following activitigelqs) carried out in
Biblical Israel.
o Leather work
o Fishing
o Government service
o Trade and commerce
o War, weapons and warriors, touching on at leadttBase
as appropriate
o factors
o features/attributes
o products
2. State four of the rules governing business saations in
Biblical times.
3. Comment on Jesus’ teaching on wars, or condesis’ idea of

Messiah with that of the traditional Jew.
3.8 Discussion

If you have followed this lesson, you would havecdivered one very
important feature, namely, that it overlaps witlvesal of the others
before it, especially Units 11, 12 and 13. Thistds be expected
since work and working life do not exist on theiwrobut hang on the
people’s culture (part-developed by the work thepbe do) religion,
and social life. It will, therefore, pay you wefl you study them (the
units) together. Indeed, this closeness does mq with the human
topics in this module, but extends to the physaslwell, especially
those on the natural resources of the country oichwthe culture,
religion, social life and work and working life tife people hang.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This is the last unit on the human geography cddkiBible land and
we hope you have found it to be an interesting dhéas served a
major purpose of bringing the material in Modular®d 3 together and,
to a large extent, the entire course on the gebgrapthe Bible land or
Bible Geography.

It is our hope that you are able to discover sofrthese linkages, upon
which the entire course rests. Note in particufeat ink among and
between type of work; materials needed; source h&f materials,
operational rules in a religious nation; the cidtand foreign influence.
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50 SUMMARY

You must have discovered, as we have stresselbay éhat the Bible is
a veritable source of information on people andrtheays of life,
especially the ordinary people. This is what thiét hhas presented for
the work and society life of the people of IsraeldaBible land in
Biblical times. Among the topics covered are:

Background information
Examples of major work:

Farming

Building, Masons and carpenter
Cloth — making

Mining and metalwork

Pottery

Examples of minor (other) work

Leatherwork

Fishing

Government Service

Trade and commerce

War, weapons and warriors

In doing this, we have drawn real life examplesrfrthe Bible, the
major source of information, in an attempt to fertstresshe truth and
reality of the Bible, a book provided by God towbase Himself as
the Creator, Owner and Ruler of nations.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Certificate

1. Mention three examples of trades and craftsngomin OT
Israel/Bible land.

2. Name three examples of the grains grown irel8éle land in
Bible times

3. Name three popular dyes in Biblical Israel addntify the
category of people one of them represents.

4, Write short notes on three of the followinggahentioned in the
Bible:

(@  building (b) clothes-making (c) fishing (d) tmoy (e)
trade and commerce.
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Diploma

1. Mention four major problems faced by the Isrdalmer in
Biblical times and discuss one of them briefly.

2. State four of the rules of trade and commenc8IT Israel and
trace two of them to their OT origin.

3. Write short notes on three of the followingz-ai-viz biblical
Israel:
o Mining and metalwork

War, weapons and warriors

Government service

Trade and commerce

Fishing

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

The Holy BiblgDifferent Versions).

The Lion Encyclopedia of the Bib(@987) Life and Times, Meaning
and Message a Comprehensive Guide Lion Book, Tring,
Herts, England.

Feinberg-Vamosh, M. (2012). Life at the Time of ukesHerzlia:

Palphoﬂ 777777777777777777777777777777777 Commented [AE3]: This is an additional Reference for
further reading
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UNIT 5 A CREATED EARTH SACRED TO GOD
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 A Sacred Earth/Creation
3.2 Created Man as God's Image
3.3 A Created Earth and its Implication
3.3.1 Introduction
3.3.2 Biblical Objections t&volution
3.3.3 Attractions or Relevance Creation Theoryhto t
Concept of a Sacrdgarth
3.4  Sacred Earth — the Core of Bible Geography
3.5 Sacred — Earth Ministry and Bible Geography
3.6  Discussion
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The concept of a “sacred earth” is mentioned in ynplaces in the
Bible, particularly as the place where God’'s peogheell. Examples
include:

Mt. Horeb, the Holy Mountain, the mountain of God (Ex. 311Kg
19:8)

Hill of God, in Gibeah (1 Sam. 10:5)
Gilgal, the camp of the Israelites while preparing to entee
Promised Land (Jos. 5:15)

Mt. Zion, originally “the city of David,” later “the most siificant of
all sacred places to the prophets” (Is. 4:5; J&r6;3Zec. 8:2-3); also
applied to the whole of Israel, the holy land of Bible.

Consequently, a concept of “holy land” has devedopad applied to
places where God'’s people live (cf. Faniran 20@t4). This concept,
however, seems to apply more restrictively to hist Israel or
Palestine, i.e. the land promised Abraham, IsadcJacob. (see units 4
and 5) and more generally to any place where Gpdaple dwell.
Today, this can be taken to cover the entire eamh,to all places
occupied by all people “who accept the Bible ag p#rtheir cultural
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heritage (Hareuveni, 1980:6). Thus, it is not olgsael that is, today,
referred to as “holy land” but also Saudi Arabia annumber of other
“sacred” spots in various countries.

It is argued here, as elsewhere by people of likelnthat this is the
way God views His creation generally and partsebem particular,
as expressed in the Bible. It is the fundamentatsage of Bible
Geography, which we shall use to wrap up the course

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

e explore the concept of a sacred earth/creation

¢ discuss the concept of humans as God’s image legrElss

e recount and discuss the Biblical story of creation

¢ relate the idea of a created earth to that of resipte citizenship
and environmental stewardship

e present the concept of a sacred earth as the domibte
Geography.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 A Sacred Earth/Creation

The word “sacred”, both from the dictionary and ¢coom usage, means:
associated or dedicated to God

regarded with reverence, awe, etc., on accountsotdannection with
God dedicated to some people or cause

connected with religion (i.e. not secular), sacnosarespected and,
therefore, protected/secured from damage or vilati

(The word “holy” is used in a similar sense as shalove).
On its own part, the word “earth”, although used/amious ways in the
Bible as well as literally, is more generally ursteod in terms of the

land or earth on which humans, animals and planés ith special
reference to planet earth’s surface or near surface
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Consequently, the concept ofsacred earthconnotes and basis on the
principle that being part of God's creation, congle owned or
possessed by Him (Ps. 24:1), humans as the eabér®volent
beneficiaries (Gen. 2:15; Ps. 115:16) should hatithér land and the
resources there in with care, caution, reverenae, and fear of God,
failure to do which will attract serious sanctisimilar to, or even more
serious than those, prescribed for breaking eattvs. The way God
used natural events to punish as well as blessaam®s in point (see unit
10, among others), while Job puts it thus:

God sends rain to water the earth
He may send it to punish men to show them His favou
(see also Revelation 11:8)

The idea of asacred earthis closely linked and tied to the story of
creation, i.e. that God created the earth for Hikamd glory (Gen. 1:1;
Rev. 4:11). This is also the meaning and imparsofl creating humans
in His own image and likeness, to have dominiorr dkie created earth
(see Faniran 2001b, pp 6-8; 2004, chaps 1 and 2)

The message obacred earthhas also been extended to that of
responsible living (see below), including:

God’s purpose for a good and perfect earth Godiscbn the earth and
all that is in it Divine view of nature generallyhich are all significant
aspects of Bible Geography, which is at the interfaetween the Bible
(theology) and the scientific study of the eartlyeography.

Faniran has been “preaching” the message sdicied earthfor more
than a decade; some of the material of which amegbesed for this
course. Three of the books written by him are paldirly useful for
this unit as much of the material has been takem fthem (see
Faniran 2001a, b, 2004)

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Define the words ‘sacred’ and ‘earth’ and theagk ‘sacred
earth’.
2. Tell in brief the story of creation in GenesisYbu can use the

table on p. 10 oNature in the Bibleused for Module 2 of this
Course; see also p.2 dknants on Earthhy Faniran (included
under references)

3.2 Created Humans as God’s Image

This is taken from the title of a book by Fanirdrafiran 2001b),
which makes the following points, among others:
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It is God's own designation:

Then God said, “Let us create man in our image,oagding to our
likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the @ed over the cattle
and over all the earth (Gen. 1:26)

Other references include Genesis 9:6 and 1 Cor, While John Stott
(1990:34) explains the concept as follows:

The Godlikeness of humankind emerges as the stdrycréation)
unfolds: men and women are rational and moral beir(gble to
understand and respond to God’'s commands) resplendikeings
(exercising dominion over nature,) social beingstivwa capacity to
love and be loved), and spiritual beings (findihgit highest fulfilment
in knowing and worshiping their creator).

Charles L. Birch, in hiNature and Godnade valuable observation on
the concept, both of divine creation and of humam&od’s image and
likeness, as follows:

Creation is the concrete realization of what iseptially possible in the
universe and illustrates the possibility of life evhthere was none,
which can then develop to any level of complexity.

- Creation is the lifting of constraints on matter,the physical by the
spiritual, the realization of potentiality or pdsity through God’s
power.

o In creation man is supposed to be aware of theegscand
attributes of creation its orderliness, perfectiefficiency, etc.,
which should be guideposts of man’s activitiesod in relation
to the earth).

o Creation represents continued interaction, intktienship and
interconnections between the creator and the aeditocluding
humans as God's image and likeness [Faniran 2QQlLY-8]).

God gives specific injunctions to humans in the I&ikall of which
are meant to guide their relationship with the leartd its resources, so
as to bring about sustainable development, i.eragi@e prosperous
living for both the living and their descendants yeborn. Among these
injunctions are:

rule or have dominion over the earth (Gen. 1:26)

procreate (Gen. 1:28)

use plants and animals for food (Gen. 1:29 — 30)

dress and keep the earth (Gen. 2:15)

-see physical things (creation) as God's handiwetkich is
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precious to Him

All these and other injunctions are discussed enlibok titled Man as
God’s Image, by Faniran (see under references)

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

State two implications of human being created ind&dmage and
likeness.

3.3 A Created Earth and its Implications
3.3.1 Introduction

For a long time in history, virtually all humanscha supernatural
explanation for the origin of the earth and allttig@in it. One such
explanation is the Biblical story of creation, whiis subscribed to by
Judaists, Christians and Moslems, among others. Sitiation changed
radically with the debut of théheory of evolutionin science, which
offered a big challenge and has displaced the ioredlhieory in many
countries, especially among the scientific communitet the creation
theory retains certain attributes which recommerespecially to those
concerned about a sustainable earth in particahaalthy Christianity
in general.

At least two points need to be made in defenceredton theory for
today’s people, namely that (a) the Bible has wrgng points against
or effectively counters the contending theory ofasric evolution, (b)
the attractions of the theory of organic evolutéod (c) attraction of the
creation theory to the sacred-earth idea geneaallya sustainable earth
in particular.

3.3.2 Biblical Objections to Evolution

The objections to the theory of organic evolutitens principally from
the implications of its tenets for faith in God aH@ place in creation.
Three of these implications are:

Belief regarding the BibleTo Bible people, a contradiction of any
part of the book, such as the organic theory eimiutdoes, is
unacceptable, an apostasy and unforgivable offémc&od, more so
when it has resulted in generations of Godless Ipeapainly in the
western world. A world without God is one withoutrpose, aaison
d’etre.
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Belief regarding Jesus Christhe Bible presents Jesus Christ as the
Creator of the universe as well as the Saviour Radleemer of
humankind; any contradiction of this makes the &iblfalsehood and
the Gospels meaningless and unnecessary:

For by Him (Jesus Christ) all things were creattings in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible ... He is beforethlhgs, and in Him all
things hold together (Col. 1:16 —-17)

Belief in a Supreme Being/Intelligent Buildd?erhaps the greatest
support for the creation story, as contained in Hilele, is the case
made in favour of a divine, supernatural buildekerawhich explains
the observed phenomena on earth, from our awesanverse; our
uniquely designed (planet) earth; the amazing ¢eiman’s incredible
brain; the unique blood system of humans and asinibe superbly
designed eye of animals that no camera can dugjita way all body
organs cooperate without our conscious effort; Hrel fantastic new
and continuously growing creations by human in oasp to God'’s
charge or injunction to have dominion over God'sation (see Faniran,
2004: 102).

3.3.2 Attractions or Relevance Creation Theory téthe Concept of a
Sacred Earth

Perhaps the worst effect of the evolution idean@ted above, is a life
without God, with all its implications of an emptipring, fleeting,

repetitive and frustrating life (Ecc. 2:1-11).

Faithlessness has had its toll; in the way the “@nodnan”, all over the
world relate to the environment generally and tharldv resources in
particular. Specifically, the tendency to “conquedture and arbitrarily
exploit it to the point of destroying it is far rened from the position of
God, which shows clearly in the Bible that humargs a

tenants on earth, having been so decreed by Godgabe it to them
(Ps. 115:16)

to replenish the earth (Gen. 1:28a)

to be under God’s will and laws (Ps. 47:3; 1 Cér28)

to work or cultivate and protect or take care af darth (Gen.2:15)
to obey God’s commands, will and purpose (Eph.33:11

see themselves as His image and likeness

The Bible also, in addition to the specific injuocis for a sustainable
earth, points to the “permanency” of the earthtestiome of humans,
as long as they live under His will, His laws:

... Never again will | destroy all living creatures hhave done (Gen.
8:21)
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The righteous will inherit the land (earth) and dvie it for ever (Ps.
37:29; Is. 60:21). Generations go, but the eanthaies for ever (Ecc.
1:4) 1 will not destroy Israel again (Hos. 11:9b)

The divine purpose for the earth, especially thét“permanent
inheritance” by humans:

For this is what the LORD says — he who createdhbavens, he is
God; he who fashioned and made the earth; he didcreate it to be
empty, but to be inhabited ... (Is. 45:18)

God also purposes to destroy those who destrogdht (Rev. 11:18)
The Bible stresses that the earth is His footgtb@hr. 28:2).

All these and more confirm the Bible generally atidine creation, as
described in the Bible, in particular, as a vetiabol for advancing the
concept of asacred earth with all its implications for sustainable
development and consequently a sustainable ehdlpdrmanent home
of humans.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Provide two implications of the concept of aategl earth as
described in the Bible
2. Read up material as the theory of organic eimiand state two

major Biblical objections to the theory (Your teatik —Tenants
on Earth —is useful here).

3. Mention three advantages of a sacred earth vigwpis-a-vis a
sustainable world.

3.4  Sacred Earth — the Core of Bible Geography

Read units 1-3 again, with particular referencehe “definition” of
Bible Geography as an interface discipline or celstween the land
(earth) and the people of the Bible land. As stiod concept of aacred
earth belongs to the core of the course. This is becdlisecourse
focuses on the people of God, i.e. those who hiodd Bible as the
true word and mind of God and endeavour to livithprecepts.

As an interface discipline, the way people relatéheir environment is
very important, which the people of the Bible clgahow, especially in
the way they observed and kept divine injunctiond esegulations on
created things. Examples include the regulations.

against pollution of rivers (Module 2 Unit 2) agstidestruction of forest
(Module 2 Unit 3) towards kindness to animals (Mied2iUnit 4)
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The way religion permeated the entire life of thmélites (units 13 and
14) is another pointer to the close link betweend @od His creation.

Perhaps the best and most relevant point regardingsacred
earth/creation is the way God uses all the elenfentdis purpose. This
runs throughout the entire course with God of tit@eBcontrolling both
nature and humans. In other words, the concept sHcaed earth runs
through Bible Geography, without which it (Bible @gaphy) loses its
“soul”.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Cite three statements in the Bible which seefrratect the earth
from human indiscriminate use. Give a Bible refesefor each

2. Cite two themes that run through both Bible @aphy and
Sacred Earth.

3.5  Sacred — Earth Ministry and Bible Geography

This is where we can cast a glimpse at the ongeifagt to preach the
gospel of a sacred earth to Christians in particated the world in
general. The following are highlights of this endaar/message

The Sacred-Earth Ministry (SEM) started a few ydaask (as hinted
above) in answer to a divine message to that effsee Faniran
20014, b) It has the following assignments:

o] Vision.To preach the sacredness of God'’s creation

0 Mission.

0 To reach the world with the divine message of ated universe
belonging to God

0 To spread the message of responsible citizenshig an

environmental stewardship leading to the preseymaprotection
and proper management of the earth

0 To raise a band of disciples ready to work for anmtmious God
. human- nature relationsh@irategy.
0 Search the holy books and related literature ffmrination on

God'’s revelation in His creation;

God’s injunctions, instructions and commands on dedchands for the
preservation of nature;

God'’s love for His creation in general and natureparticular; God’s

expectations from His people to love for Him, otheman beings and
entire created things
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- Rub minds with spirit — led people, such as scasitiphilosophers,
religionists, etc., regarding information on Godnfans and nature.

Disseminate the acquired knowledge through:

publications — books, etc.;

media (print and electronic, internet, etc.);

sermons (lectures, addresses, seminars, confeetnge,

Train disciples to spread the message of a universated by

God and dear and sacred to Him.

. -Work with theological and other institutions witkimilar
concerns and commitments to develop and dissemitiete
message of a divine universe sacred to the Lord.

. -Undertake environment — friendly development prtgeand

humanitarian activities that focus God’s love amdnpote best

practices of responsible citizenship and envirortaden
stewardship.

This is, therefore, an invitation to you to joinsttvanguard of people
committed to obeying God'’s laws and injunctions foe responsible
citizenship and environmental stewardship of Gaul&sation in general
and our environment in particular.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

1. State the vision and the missafr(SEM).
2. Mention two strategies of SEM which are impottand crucial
to Bible Geography.

3.6 Discussion

Your attention has been drawn to some of the badieady published

on the topic or concept &acred Earthwhich is fundamental to proper
understanding of the message of the Bible geneealty that of Bible

Geography in particular. The list is contained undsgferences, even
though not all of them are directly needed for ttaarse. However, they
have been written with very important theologicaéssage in mind,
especially about God, earth and humans, with Godthia centre,

controlling the events on earth as well as theiraffaf humans, both
collectively, as in the example of the Israelitesc(sed in this course)
and individually (e.g. the various Biblical chamrstdiscussed).

You are welcome to the Ministry, which is alreadytemding its

operation to seminaries and Bible colleges, espetimse belonging to

the Baptist denomination. However, the message nivetsal and

everybody is welcome, including non-Christians. Thatact addresses
are:
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Department of Geography
University of Ibadan, Oyo State

c/o Rev. Professor J.A. llori
President, the Nigerian Baptist Theological Senyin@gbomoso, Oyo
State

Plot 25 No 19 llaro street, Old Bodija
Ul P.O. Box 9085

Ibadan

Tel, 234: 02 — 8101822

0802 - 327 - 9491

0805 - 805 - 2700

4.0 CONCLUSION

We hope you have got the message both of this amdt the entire
course, i.e. that of a sacred earth in particulad d@armonious
relationship between humans and nature (under @odgneral. That
the earth is sacred to God and should be treateduak is well

established in the Bible (Ex. 3:5; Jos. 5:15) whdeel, among other
places where God's people live, are popularly dafleoly land”. God

also decrees that because He is holy, His peopleeatire creation
should be holy, inviolate, undefiled and unpollufedv. 11:44 — 45; Is.
2:2).

50 SUMMARY

We have discussed the following in this unit:

The concept of a sacred earth/creation

Created humans as God's image and likeness

The created earth and its implications

A sacred earth, the core of Bible Geography Saerefarth
Ministry and Bible Geography.

All the topics lead to one conclusion, i.e. that ttoncept of a sacred
earth sums up the message of both the Bible ant dhaBible
Geography.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Certificate

1. Define the words “sacred” and “earth” briefly.
2. Tell a brief history of the Biblical Creation.
3

State the implication of the concept of humassGod’s image
and likeness.
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Diploma

1.

2.

6.0

Explain the concept of a sacred earth in mfatd human use of
the natural/resources of the earth.

State two implications of the concept of marGGasl's image and
relate them to the purpose of God for His creation.

Compare the merits and demerits of the theafieseation and
evolution, vis-a-vis the future of the earth as thieeritance of
humans.

Discuss the vision and mission of the SacredhBdinistry in
relation to Bible Geography.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Certificate

1.

10.

11.

10.

11.

12.

Compare and contrast the two sets of defirsti@bove —
dictionaries and encyclopaedias. Mention at least thing that
is common to both and one thing that separates.them

List the topics to be covered in this courge(sourse guide) and
consider whether, in the light of the definitiomadove, any one
does not really belong.

Compile a list of foremost geographers nameaxvabn this unit
and write at least one important contribution mbgeach.

Justify in your own words, the inclusion of BilGeography in
your programme, based on what you have learntisruttit.
Comment on the statement “in the beginning Gad;a-vis the
theologians’ approach to working out the age ofeheh.
Comment briefly on the view that the Biblicakation is just one
of the fables speculating on the origin of the dorl

Write out the terms of the new covenant(s) Grdle with Noah
after the flood.

Try your hand at drawing a map showing the ediaken by
Abram from Ur to Beersheba (use a suitable Bibfeu can also
show Egypt and Assyria on the same map. It wilpheu have a
clearer view of the reality of the Bible land.

Go back to your map under 3.1 and add as roatiye nations
and peoples under this section as possible.

Assemble the Bible references on this regimih( cited here as
well as others you can find) and from them comnuenthe way
God sees the plain of Sharon as distinct from thg lumans see
the place in Biblical times.

Write down 3 things each you now know aboulttl&) land and
(b) the people of the Philistines, which you did kiwow before.
Use a Bible text to define/describe the bounpdarthe Promised
Land, preferably including the Canaanite nations le
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13.
14.

15.

17.

18
19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

24.

25.
26.

27.
28.

29.

30.

31.
32.
33.
34.

them
35.

18¢

incorporated into it.

Give at least two synonyms of the word “laad"from the Bible.
Find your previous notes or textbook on irdégsl science and
list the physical properties of water, paying ditamto properties
not included in this unit.

With reference to Jacob’s Well, examine theesabf wells in
Biblical Israel.

16Comment on the concept of Jesus as Living WaiieWof
Life.

Comment briefly on the statement that the Bibla veritable
‘museum’ for the trees and shrubs of Israel/Bibtell

Enumerate at least 5 possible uses of treestants

Compile a short/comprehensive list of the gremd shrubs
mentioned in this unit.

Paraphrase the ‘parable of the trees’ asrialddges 9 and give a
succinct explanation of the parable

Mention 3 ways animals glorify God

Mention and discuss two important provisionsdGnade for
animals to survive.

Compile a short list, 5 each where availaliiggbular form) of
land, sea and air animals found in the Bible, citee Bible
reference for each mention.

Compile a short list (minimum 10) of the atipiesric elements
included in this unit.

List at least 3 symbolic uses of the wordudloin the Bible
Mention two ways in which drought is used tmigh sin in the
Bible.

State two ways each in which the sun and tennare different
Compare the Biblical story of creation withyasther story you
know, e.g. the Yoruba mythology.

Cite two significant events in each of GeneSi®dus, Leviticus,
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua and Judges that igiieaih the
historical development of the Israeli people antibma

State 2 important legacies left by each offdflewing:

(@) the Patriarchs

(b)  the leaders/judges

(c) thekings

State one positive and one negative impach eae of the 5
nations/peoples studied in this unit made on thesJef the
Bible.

Mention three important personalities in the OT

Identify three major features of OT teaching aescribe one of
them briefly

Mention 4 OT legacies in the NT teaching arplan one of

Highlight two of the Jewish practices adopbgdthe Christian
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church, showing one significant change made in eash

36. Mention 3 polygamists in the Bible. State thember of wives
and concubines each one of them had

37.  State three important duties of fathers inQie

38. Enumerate two important features of the follmvaspects of
family life in Biblical Israel:

(@  Hospitality
(b)  Food and drinks
(c)  Clothing, fashions and cosmetics

39. Mention 3 examples of trades and crafts comnmonOT
Israel/Bible land

40. Name 3 examples of the grains grown in IsréieléBland in
Bible times

41. Name 3 popular dyes in Biblical Israel andhiifg the category
of people one of them represents.

42.  Write short notes on three of the followinggahentioned in the
Bible:

(@)  building (b) clothes-making (c) fishing (d) tfey (e) trade
and commerce

43. Define the words “sacred” and “earth” briefly

44.  Tell a brief history of the Biblical Creation

45.  State the implication of the concept of humasssod’s image
and likeness.

Diploma

1. Compare and contrast any two definitions of geplgy you have
learnt in this unit.

2. Discuss the operational definition of “Bible @eaphy”

3. Justify the inclusion of bible Geography in ymoegramme

4, What will you say is he core or holistic roofsgeography and
how this relates to the Bible?

5. Discuss the view that the Biblical creation gtds not just one of
the fables speculating on the origin of things lather a
statement of divine truth

6. Compare and contrast the terms of the coveramtdsmade with
Abraham and Noah.

7. Draw an annotated map of the Ancient World simgwthe
location of all the nations and peoples mentiometthis unit.

8. Distinguish between Palestine and Israel in Gé Testament
eras with special period.

9. Attempt a definition of the territories known Balestine during
the Old Testament times.

10.  Turn to Psalm 48:1-2 and comment based on ydhdve learnt
about Judah and Jerusalem in this part of the unit.

11.  Use your Bible to find out at least two evethiat took place in
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

19C

each of the towns covered by Jesus around L. @alilering His
early ministry.

Contrast the life in the 6 regions discussealalfrom life in the
wilderness and dryland described in this section.

With reference to the geography of Israel, &ixpthe epithet: “a
land flowing with milk and honey”.

Discuss the importance of mountains in worsinpBiblical
times.

Consider the appropriateness of the analogydsst, on the one
hand, rock and rock fragments, and, on the othed h2esus and
His followers.

Enumerate the various symbolic usages of the etud’ in the
Bible and explain one of them.

Discuss at least two uses of the phrase ‘dapefLord’ in the
Bible

Comment on the Psalmist view of the heavens haagenly
bodies.

Mention two examples of NT teaching which chathghe OT
status of women and children. Describe one of thersome
detail

Cite two examples of the use of Israel’s fgfaiciety setting to
communicate deep spiritual meaning/message andssdisme of
them briefly

Mention 4 major problems faced by the Israalirfer in Biblical
times and discuss one of them briefly.

State 4 of the rules of trade and commerceTiridkael and trace
two of them to their OT origin.

Write short notes on 3 of the following, viasa-biblical Israel

a. Mining and metalwork

b. War, weapons and warriors
C. Government service

d. Trade and commerce

e. Fishing

Explain the concept of a sacred earth in mtatd human use of
the natural/resources of the earth.

State two implications of the concept of marGas’s image and
relate them to the purpose of God for His creation

Compare the merits and demerits of the theafieseation and
evolution, vis-a-vis the future of the earth as thberitance
of humans

Discuss the vision and mission of the SacredhBdinistry in
relation to Bible Geography.
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APPENDIX |

BIBLICAL TEXTUAL ABBREVIATIONS

Ac Acts Ju Jude

Am Amos Jud/Jd Judge

Chr Chronicle: Kgs Kings

Col Colossins Lam Lamentatons

Cor Corinthiens Lev Leviticus

Dar Danie Mal Malach

Deul Deuteroiomy Mic Micah

Eccl Ecclesiaste Mk Mark

Epr Ephesian Mt/Matt Matthew

Exa Exodus Nat Nahum

Ez Ezre Nef Neflemiah

Eze/Eze Ezekie Nu/Num Numbers

Gal Galatian: Obe Obadial

Ger Genssis Pe/Pe Pete

Hak Habakkul Phil Philippians

Hac Hacgai Prov Proverb:

Hek Hebrew Ps Psdms

Hos Hose: Reyv Revelatiol

Is/Ise Isaiat Rom Romans

Jam/Jas  James Ru Rutr

Jk Jok Sam Samuel

Jel Jeiemiah Song Son¢ of Solomon/Scng
of Song:

Jl Joe Thes Thessalorans

Jr Johr Tim Timothy

Jor Jonal Zect Zectarial

Jos Joshua Zeph Zephaniah
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FIGURES AND MAPS

MODULE 3

LEGEND
A. THE PLAINS OF CIS~JORDAN

1. Tha Piain of Asher, or that part of the
coast lying north of Carmel
2, The coast of Dar, that part of the coesst plain |ying
immadiately west of carmel
3. The Plain of Sharon
4_Tha Plain of philistis
5, The Shephelah, of foothils of Judean
B, The caniral v alley, Lo Exdraslon and Juzres!

B. THE HILLS OF CIS~JORDAN
1, The hil country of Judah

The hill country of Ephraim

Central Manasseh or Samara

Tho Carmel range

Lowsr Galllas

Upper Gulles

C THE RIFT VALLEY

1. Tha Huleh Basin

2. Chinnereth, or the regien round the lake of Galiise
3.The Ghor, or the vallay of the Jordan south of the lske
4.The Dead Ses

6. Tha Arabah

D. THE HILLS OF TRANS~JORDAN

1, Bashan, the fend of the farmer

2. Gilead, tha tand of 1ha highlandar.

3, Moab and Amman, the land of the shepherd
4.Edom, the land of the irader

o s

E. THE DESERTS
1, The eastern platesu of Transjordan
2. The Wadl Hasms, lying south of Edom
3 The wiidernass of Zin, or the Negeb of Cis-Jordan

Fig. 5.1: The Natural Regions of Israel/Bible Land
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Fig.5.3: Exodus and th€onquestofCanaan
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Reviewer's Comments

1.
Geography
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The work is good enough for contemporary studie Bible
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2 The work was original written using first pergmersonal singular
pronoun, ‘I, which tends to show that it is the nwaf the tutor,
Dr. Faniran instead of being the University’s doewmts. This has
been changed to plural ‘we’ indicating that the utaent belongs
to the institution not a personal property.

3. In line with (No.2) above, where the expressigour tutor’ is
used has been replaced with an appropriate expredsecause
there is a tendency that Faniran may not be tha tft this in
NOUN forever. It is not very good to personalizet bu
institutionalize a document of this nature, becaiisdoes not
belong to anybody but the institution.

4, In the reviewed work, | have added the followiliigratures
which I have found useful for this course:

Brown, R. E., & North, R. (1990). Biblical Geographn A. G. Wright,
R. E. Murphy, O. Carm, & J. A. Fitzmyer (EdsTihe New Jerome
Biblical Commentary{pp. 1175-1195). New Jersey: Prentice Hall.
Feinberg-Vamosh, M. (2012)Life at the Time of Jesudderzlia:
Palphot.

5. Some of the words which were wrongly spelt haeen corrected
and the words or/and expressions in RED colourttaeeones |
have added

6. The corrections should be effected accordingly.
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