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INTRODUCTION 

 CRS828: Further Hebrew is a one-semester 3 credit unit course. It will be available 

toward the award of the undergraduate degree in Christian Religious Studies. The 

course is also suitable for anybody who is interested in Biblical Studies, and other 

studies in theology. 

This course will consist of 21 units and it will show why the study of biblical Hebrew 

is important for biblical interpretation. The elements of Hebrew grammar, namely: 

alphabet, particles, vowels, syllables, definite articles, prepositions, conjunctions, 

nouns, adjectives, pronoun and verbs will be studied. 

The Course Guide tells you briefly what the course is about, what you are expected to 

know in each unit, what course materials you will be using and how you can work 

your way through the materials. It also emphasizes the need for Tutor-Marked 

Assignments (TMAs). Detailed information on TMAs is found in a separate file, 

which will be sent to you later. There are periodic tutorial classes that are linked to this 

course. 

What you will learn in this course 

The overall aim of this course (CRS828: Further Hebrew) is to equip you with the 

basic skills and working knowledge of Hebrew Grammar, which will aid you in 

translating the Hebrew Bible, thereby developing an informed interpretation of biblical 

texts without undue reliance on secondary texts or versions. 

Course Aims 

This course aims at: 

 Introducing you to the importance of Hebrew Grammar in Biblical 

studies. 

 Helping you to identify Hebrew letters, learning how to write and 

pronounce them. 

 Giving you tips on how to learn Hebrew vocabularies. 

 Showing you how to use the Hebrew Dictionary (lexicon) for translation 

of biblical texts. 

 Providing enough visio aids, audio, practice grids for effective learning 

of Hebrew Grammar. 
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 Helping you to develop a working knowledge of Hebrew Grammar that 

will prepare you for further studies in biblical interpretation. 

Course Objectives 

To achieve the above course aims, there are set objectives for each study unit, which 

are always included at the beginning. The student should read them before working 

through the unit. Furthermore, the student is encouraged to refer to the objectives of 

each unit intermittently as the study of the unit progresses. This practice would 

promote both learning and retention of what is learned. 

Stated below are the wider objectives of this course as a whole. By meeting these 

objectives, you should have achieved the aims of the course as a whole. 

On successful completion of the course, you should be able to: 

 Discuss the importance of Hebrew Grammar in Biblical studies. 

 Identify Hebrew letters, also knowing how to write and pronounce them. 

 Learn many Hebrew vocabularies. 

 Know how to use the Hebrew Dictionary (lexicon) in the translation of 

biblical texts. 

 Lead a tutorial of Hebrew Grammar to other beginners. 

 Pursue further studies in biblical interpretation. 

Working through this Course 

To complete this course, you are required to read the study units, practice the writing 

grids and study other materials provided by National Open University of Nigeria 

(NOUN). Each unit contains self-assessment exercises, and at points during the course 

you are required to submit assignments for assessment purposes. At the end of this 

course there is a final examination. Below you will find listed all the components of 

the course and what you have to do. 

Course Materials 

Major components of the course are: 

1. Course Guide 

2. Study Units 

3. Textbooks 
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4. Visio Aids, Audio and Practice Grids 

5. Assignments File 

6. Presentation Schedule 

In addition, you must obtain the materials. You may contact your tutor if you have 

problems in obtaining the text materials. 

Study Units 

There are 21 study units divided in three modules in this course, as follows: 

Module 1  

Unit 1  Nouns: General Characteristics  

Unit 2  Nouns: The Construct State  

Unit 3  Adjective 

Unit 4  The Pronoun  

Unit 5  Pronominal Suffixes with Nouns 

Unit 6  The Definite Article  

Unit 7  Prepositions and Vav Conjunction  

Module 2  

Unit 8  Use of Hebrew Lexicon  

Unit 9  The Qal Imperfect Inflection (Regular Verbs) 

Unit 10 The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular Verbs)  

Unit 11 Perfect of the Remaining Verb Stems  

Unit 12 Imperfect of the Remaining Verb Stems  

Unit 13 Pronominal Suffixes (II) 

Unit 14 Imperatives 

Module 3  

Unit 15 Vav Consecutive   

Unit 16 Infinitives and Participles 

Unit 17 Hebrew and Weak Verbs 

Unit 18 Hebrew Verbs and Syntax 

Unit 19 Hebrew Nymerals 

Unit 20 Translation Exercise (I) 

Unit 21 Translation Exercise (II) 

Each unit contains a number of self-tests. In general, these self-tests question you on 

the material you have just covered or require you to apply it in some ways and, 

thereby, help you to gauge your progress and to reinforce your understanding of the 

material. Together with Tutor Marked Assignments, these exercises will assist you in 

achieving the stated learning objectives of the individual units and of the course. 
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Textbooks and References 

The student is encouraged to buy the under-listed books, and Visio-Aids recommended 

for this course and for future use. 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Brown, F, Driver, S. R, Briggs, C. A 1996. Hebrew and English Lexicon. Stuttgart: 

Hendrikson Pub 

Ebo, D. J. I 1993. Elementary Hebrew. Enugu: Rabboni Nigeria Ltd. 

Eliger, K & Rudolp, W 1976. Biblia Hebraica Stutgartensia. Stuttgart: Deutsche 

Bibelstiftung. 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Weingreen, J 1959. A Practical Grammar for Classical Hebrew. USA: Oxford 

University Press. 

Online Helps 

1. Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

2. English to Hebrew Translator 

(www.star21.com/Translator/english_to_hebrew.html) 

3. My Hebrew Dictionary (www.dictionary.co.il/) 

4. English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-

hebrew) 

5. Why Study Old Testament Hebrew? (www.Torahclass.com) 

6. Vocabulary – Audio 

(fellowshipbibleannarbor.org/cms/mattpostiffBlog/63/95/Elementary-Hebrew-

Grammar-Audio) 

7. But why study Hebrew? (www.studylight.org/lex/heb) 

8. The value of Old Testament Study (www.christiancourier.com/articles/1217-the 

-value-of-old-testament-study) 

Hebrew Visio-Aids and Audio 

The underlisted Visio-Aids and Audio will enhance effective learning of Biblical 

Hebrew Grammar 

1. Hebraica T-Shirts 
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2. Aleph-Bet Calendar 

3. Audio for Alphabet and Vocabulary 

For Details Contact: DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES, FACULTY OF 

ARTS, NOUN. 

Assignments File 

In this file, you will find all the details of the work you must submit to your tutor for 

marking. The marks you obtain from these assignments will count towards the final 

mark you obtain for this course. Further information on assignments will be found in 

the Assignment File itself and later in this Course Guide in the section on assessment. 

Presentation Schedule 

The Presentation Schedule included in your course materials gives you the important 

dates for the completion of tutor marked assignments and attending tutorials. 

Remember, you are required to submit all your assignments by the due date. You 

should guard against lagging behind in your work. 

Assessment 

There are two aspects to the assessment of the course. First are the tutor marked 

assignments; second, there is a written examination. In tackling the assignments, you 

are expected to apply information and knowledge acquired during this course. The 

assignments must be submitted to your tutor for formal assessment in accordance with 

the deadlines stated in the Assignment File. The work you submit to your tutor for 

assessment will count for 30% of your total course mark. 

At the end of the course, you will need to sit for a final three-hour examination. This 

will also count for 70% of your total course mark.  

Tutor Marked Assignments (TMAS) 

There are twenty-one tutor marked assignments in this course. You need to submit all 

the assignments. The best five (i.e. the highest five of the twenty-one marks) will be 

counted. The total marks for the best four (5) assignments will be 30% of your total 

course mark. 

Assignment questions for the units in this course are contained in the Assignment File. 

You should be able to complete your assignments from the information and materials 

contained in your set textbooks, reading and study units. However, you are advised to 

use other references to broaden your viewpoint and provide a deeper understanding of 

the subject. 



  

 

xi 

When you have completed each assignment, send it together with form to your tutor. 

Make sure that each assignment reaches your tutor on or before the deadline given. If, 

however, you cannot complete your work on time, contact your tutor before the 

assignment is done to discuss the possibility of an extension. 

Final Examination and Grading 

The examination will consist of questions which reflect the type of self-testing, 

practice exercises and tutor–marked problems you have come across. All areas of the 

course will be assessed. 

You are advised to revise the entire course after studying the last unit before you sit for 

the examination. You will find it useful to review your tutor-marked assignments and 

the comments of your tutor on them before the final examination. 

Course Marking Scheme 

This table shows how the actual course marking is broken down. 

Assessment  Marks 

Assignment 1-21  Best five marks of the twenty-one 

assignments count at 30% of course 

marks 

Final Examination  70% of overall course marks 

Total  100% of course marks 

Table 1: Course Marking Scheme 

Course Overview 

This table brings together the units, the number of weeks you should take to complete 

them, and the assignments that follow them. 

Unit Title of work Week‟s 

Activity 

Assessment 

(end of unit) 

 Course Guide   

1.  Nouns: General Characteristics 1.  Assignment 1 
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2.  Nouns: The Construct State 2.  Assignment 2 

3.  Adjective 3.  Assignment 3 

4.  The Pronoun 4.  Assignment 4 

5.  Pronominal Suffixes with Nouns 5.  Assignment 5 

6.  The Definite Article 6.  Assignment 6 

7.  Prepositions and Vav Conjunction  7.  Assignment 7 

8.  Use of Hebrew Lexicon 8.  Assignment 8 

9.  The Qal Imperfect Inflection (Regular Verbs) 9.  Assignment 9 

10.  The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular Verbs) 10.  Assignment 10 

11.  Perfect of the Remaining Verb Stems   11.  Assignment 11 

12.  Imperfect of the Remaining Verb Stems 12.  Assignment 12 

13.  Pronominal Suffixes (II) 13.  Assignment 13 

14.  Imperatives 

 

14.  Assignment 14 

15.  Vav Consecutive 15.  Assignment 15 

16.  Infinitives and Participles 16.  Assignment 16 

17.  Hebrew and Weak Verbs 17.  Assignment 17 

18.  Hebrew Verbs and Syntax 18.  Assignment 18 

19.  Hebrew Numerals 19.  Assignment 19 

20.  Translation Exercise (I) 20.  Assignment 20 

21.  Translation Exercise (II) 21.  Assignment 21 

 REVISION 16  

 EXAMINATION 17  

 TOTAL 17 

Weeks 

 

Table 2: Course Overview 
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How to get the best from this course 

In distance learning the study units replace the university lecturer. This is one of the 

great advantages of distance learning; you can read and work through specially 

designed study materials at your own pace, and at a time and place that suit you best. 

Think of it as reading the lecture instead of listening to a lecturer. In the same way that 

a lecturer might set you some reading to do, the study units tell you when to read your 

set books or other material. Just as a lecturer might give you an in-class exercise, your 

study units provide exercises for you to do at appropriate points. 

Each of the study units follows a common format. The first item is an introduction to 

the subject matter of the unit and how a particular unit is integrated with the other units 

and the course as a whole. Next is a set of learning objectives. These objectives enable 

you know what you should be able to do by the time you have completed the unit. You 

should use these objectives to guide your study. When you have finished the units you 

must go back and check whether you have achieved the objectives. If you make a habit 

of doing this you will significantly improve your chances of passing the course. 

The main body of the unit guides you through the required reading from other sources. 

This will usually be either from your set books or from a Reading section. Remember 

that your tutor‟s job is to assist you. When you need help, don‟t hesitate to call and ask 

your tutor to provide it. 

1. Read this Course Guide thoroughly. 

2. Organize a study schedule. Refer to the „Course overview‟ for more details. 

Note the time you are expected to spend on each unit and how the assignments 

relate to the units. Whatever method you chose to use, you should decide on it 

and write in your own dates for working on each unit. 

3. Once you have created your own study schedule, do everything you can to stick 

to it. The major reason that students fail is that they lag behind in their course 

work.  

4. Turn to Unit 1 and read the introduction and the objectives for the unit. 

5. Assemble the study materials. Information about what you need for a unit is 

given in the „Overview‟ at the beginning of each unit. You will almost always 

need both the study unit you are working on and one of your set books on your 

desk at the same time.  

6. Work through the unit. The content of the unit itself has been arranged to 

provide a sequence for you to follow. As you work through the unit you will be 

instructed to read sections from your set books or other articles. Use the unit to 

guide your reading.  
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7. Review the objectives for each study unit to confirm that you have achieved 

them. If you feel unsure about any of the objectives, review the study material 

or consult your tutor.  

8. When you are confident that you have achieved a unit‟s objectives, you can 

then start on the next unit. Proceed unit by unit through the course and try to 

pace your study so that you keep yourself on schedule.  

9. When you have submitted an assignment to your tutor for marking, do not wait 

for its return before starting on the next unit. Keep to your schedule. When the 

assignment is returned, pay particular attention to your tutor‟s comments, both 

on the tutor-marked assignment form and also written on the assignment. 

Consult your tutor as soon as possible if you have any questions or problems.  

10. After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare yourself for the 

final examination. Check that you have achieved the unit objectives (listed at 

the beginning of each unit) and the course objectives (listed in this Course 

Guide). 

Tutors and Tutorials 

There are 8 hours of tutorials provided in support of this course. You will be notified 

of the dates, times and location of these tutorials, together with the name and phone 

number of your tutor, as soon as you are allocated a tutorial group. 

Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignments, keep a close watch on your 

progress and on any difficulties you might encounter and provide assistance to you 

during the course. You must mail your tutor-marked assignments to your tutor well 

before the due date (at least two working days are required). They will be marked by 

your tutor and returned to you as soon as possible. 

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor by telephone, e-mail, or discussion board if you 

need help. The following might be circumstances in which you would find help 

necessary. Contact your tutor if:  

 you do not understand any part of the study units or the assigned readings,  

 you have difficulty with the self-tests or exercises,  

 You have a question or problem with an assignment, with your tutor‟s 

comments on an assignment or with the grading of an assignment. 

You should try your best to attend the tutorials. This is the only chance to have face to 

face contact with your tutor and to ask questions which are answered instantly. You 

can raise any problem encountered in the course of your study. To gain the maximum 
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benefit from course tutorials, prepare a question list before attending them. You will 

learn a lot from participating in discussions actively. 

Summary 

CRS828 intends to help you have a working knowledge of biblical Hebrew to assist 

you in the work of translating and interpreting biblical texts. Upon completing this 

course, you will be able to answer questions such as: 

 Learn how to use BHS Critical Aparatus  

 Study different verbal inflections like: the Qal Imperfect Inflection (Regular 

Verbs); the Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular Verbs); Perfect of the Remaining 

Verb Stems; etc.  

Of course, the questions you will be able to answer are not limited to the above list. 

This couse manual is simplified for easy comprehension. You will find it interesting, 

and you advance studies in the Old Testament. Pay attention to this course, and you 

will enjoy it; I assure you. 
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MODULE 1 

 

Unit 1 Nouns: General Characteristics 

Unit 2 Nouns: Construct 

Unit 3 Adjective 

Unit 4 The Pronoun 

Unit 5 Pronominal suffix with Noun 

Unit 6 The Definite Article  

Unit 7 Prepositions And Vav Conjunction 

UNIT 1 NOUNS: GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 

CONTENT 

1.0 Introduction 

2.0 Objectives 

3.0 Main Content 

3.1 Noun Properties  

3.2 Derivation     

3.3 Gender   

3.4 Number    

4.0 Conclusion 

5.0 Summary 

6.0 Self-Assessment Exercises 

7.0 Tutor-Marked Assignments 

8.0 Vocabulary 

9.0 References/Further Readings 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

A Hebrew noun is a name given to a person, place, or thing. This unit will introduce 

you to the Hebrew noun: its morphology and basic usage. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Know the general characteristics of Hebrew nouns.  

 Understand how Hebrew nouns are derived, which can constitute a good aid in 

using Hebrew lexicon in learning common noun forms found in the Hebrew 

Bible. 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Noun Properties 

Nouns have the following properties: gender, number, person, and case.  

1. Gender 

Hebrew respects two gender formations: Masculine and feminine (male and female 

he created cf. Genesis 1:27). Unlike Greek, there is no „neuter‟ gender in 

Hebrew.  

2. Number 

There are three numbers in Hebrew: singular, dual and plural. For plural 

nouns, there are regular plurals, irregular plurals, dual plurals, and plurals 

functioning as singular nouns. 

3. Person 

Hebrew nouns could be first person (referring to me), second person (you), and 

third person (he; e.g. John came). Normally these distinctions apply to the study 

of pronouns, but they are implicit in the grammar of the noun as well. 

4. Case 

Case indicates the grammatical function of the noun in a sentence. The noun 

can be a subject of a sentence, an object in a sentence, or in a possessive 

relationship with an object (a “construct state”).  

Examples:  

Obi kicked the ball – (Obi is the subject, while the ball is the object) 

It is Tolu‟s ball – (Tolu’s ball or ball of Tolu is the construct state) 

In general Hebrew uses endings to indicate these various properties of nouns. By 

learning the root of the noun and its endings, you will begin to understand the way 

nouns function in Hebrew sentences. 

3.2 Derivation 

The vast majority of Hebrew nouns are derived from verbs; a few Hebrew nouns 

are derived from other nouns, while those for which no known derivation exists 

are called primitive nouns. 

1) Nouns derived from verbs include: 

 he spoke דִבֵר word from דָבָר

 he sowed זָרַע seed from זֶרַע

 he reignd מָלַךְ king from מֶלֶךְ

http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Four/Plural_Nouns/plural_nouns.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Four/Plural_Nouns/plural_nouns.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Four/The_Construct_Relation/the_construct_relation.html
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 he served עָבַד servant from עֶבֶד

2) Nouns derived from other nouns include: 

 a herd בָקָר a herdsman from בוֹקֵר

 a vineyard ךֶרֶם a vinedresser from ךֹרֶם

אֵלִי רְׂ רָאֵל Israelite from יִשְׂ  Israel יִשְׂ

3) Primitive nouns include: 

 hand יָד mother אֵם Father אָב

לָהלַ ַ֣ day יוֹם son בֵן יְׂ  night 

3.3 Gender 

In Hebrew there are two genders: masculine and feminine. There is no special 

termination for the masculine, but the feminine singular noun is recognized by 

the accented ָה termination. Here are few examples of masculine and feminine 

nouns: 

Masculine Feminine 

 a mare סוסָה a horse סוס

 a woman אִשָה a man אִישׁ

בִיאָה a prophet נָבִיא  a prophetess נְׂ

Classes of feminine nouns 

i. Words ending in the ה ָor ת as in סוסָה, mare; אחוֹת, sister; בַת, daughter. 

ii. Words of any termination that are names of feminine creatures, as אֵם, 

mother 
iii. Names of cities, countries which may be considered mothers of their 

inhabitants. As: רושָׁלַיִם הודָה ;Jerusalem ,יְׂ רָאֵל ;Judah ,יְׂ  .Israel; etc ,יִשְׂ

iv. Names of organs of the body of men or animals, especially such organs as are 

double, as יָדַ֣ , hand; רֶגֶל, foot; also of other utensils or instruments used by 

man as: חֶרֶב, sword. 

v. Names of things productive, the elements and unseen things as: ׁשֶׁמֶש, sun; 

 earthַ֣,אֶרֶץ ;fire ,אֵשׁ ;soul ,נֶ פֶשׁ
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In all these classes however, there are numerous exceptions; and many 

words are of both genders, though in general where this is the case one 

gender is largely predominant in usage over the other. 

vi. Feminine words usually assume the distinctive feminine termination in the 

plural. Many feminine nouns however have the masculine plural ending; and 

on the contrary many masculine words have the feminine termination in the 

plural, especially if they incline a feminine sense as in iv) or v) above. 

3.4 Number 

There are three numbers in Hebrew: singular, dual and plural. The dual is now 

very much in disuse, being employed mostly to express things that occur 

naturally or by use in pairs, as hands, feet, and shoes.  

(i) The feminine singular is formed by adding ָה to the masculine. The plural 

masculine is formed by adding ִים to the singular; and the plural feminine by 

changing ה ָ into וֹת, or by adding וֹת to the singular if it has no feminine 

termination. 

(ii) The dual is formed by adding ַיִם to the masculine singular for the 

masculine, and to the original feminine singular for the feminine. 

Example: 

Singular  
Masculine 

 good  טוֹב

 horse  סוס

Feminine 

 good  טוֹבָה

 mare  סוסָה

Plural  

 good  טוֹבִים

 ,horses  סוסִים

 

 good  טוֹבִוֹת

 mares  סוסוֹת

Dual  

     pair of horses סוסַיִם

 

 pair of mares סוסָתַיִם

(iii) A few masculine nouns have plurals that end in וֹת, which is the ending 

normally used for feminine plurals. Example: 

Singular Plural 

 fathers  אָבוֹת father  אָב

שֵׁמוֹתַ֣ name שֵׁם names 

מָקוֹמוֹתַ֣ place מָקוֹם places 
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קוֹלוֹתַ֣ voice קוֹל voices 

(iv) A few feminine nouns have plurals that end in ִים, which is the 

ending normally used for the masculine plurals. Example: 

Singular Plural 

 women  נָשִׁים woman  אִשָה

עָרִיםַ֣ city עִיר cities 

(v) Nouns with both masculine and feminine plural endings include: 

Singular Plural 

דוֹרוֹתַ֣ or דוֹרִיםַ֣ generation  דוֹר  generations 

שָׁנִיםַַ֣֣ year  שָׁנָה or נוֹתַַ֣֣ שְׁׂ  years 

4.0  CONCLUSION 

This unit discussed Noun properties, namly: Gender, Number, Person and Case; 

including how Hebrew are derived, namely: Nouns derived from verbs, Noun derived 

from other Nouns, and Primitive Nouns, which are Nouns that have no known 

derivation. 

5.0  SUMMARY 

(a) General Properties of Noun include: 

1. Gender (masculine or feminine) 

2. Number (singular, plural or dual) 

3. Person (first, second or third) 

4. Case (subject, object or construct-possessive) 

(b) Noun Pluralization Rules 

Dual Plural Singular  

 Masculine (none) ִים ַיִם

 Feminine הָ ַ֣    אַת  וֹת ַיִם

6.0  SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 
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(1) Provide the feminine equivalent of the following masculine nouns 

 סוס .3 מֶלֶךְ .2 אִישׁ .1

 שר .6 נַעַר .5 נָבִיא .4

(2) Add the plural endings to the following words and indicate the gender of 

each 

 בַת .3 אִשָה .2 אָב .1

 מֶלֶךְ .6 סֵפֶר .5 סוס .4

 תוֹרָה .9 עִיר .8 סוסָה .7

 רֶגֶל .12 יָד .11 שֵׁם .10

7.0  TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

1) Add the plural or dual endings to the following words and translate 

each plural or dual form: 

רֶץ .3 אֵם .2 אִים .1  תּוֹרָה . .4 אֶ 

 עֵץ .8 ךָנָף .7 יִוֹם .6 יָד .5

יִן .9    עִיר .10 עַ 

8.0  VOCABULARY 

 great  גָדוֹל .wise 2 חָכָם .1

 voice  קוֹל .good 4 טוֹב .3

 he was, became הָיָה .strong 6 עַז .5

 many, much, great  רַב .small 8 קָטֹן .7

 Moses  מֹשֶׁה  .near 10 קָרוֹת .9

 beautiful, handsome, fair  יָפֶַ֣ .bitter 12 מַר .11

 ground, earth  אֲדָמָה .field 14  שָׁדֶה .13

הוָה .Lord 16  אֲדֹנַי .15  LORD (Pronounced Adonai) יְׂ

 straight, right  יָשָׁר .flesh 18  בָשָר .17

 soul, living being  נֶפֶשׁ .dust 20  עָפָר .19

9.0  REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This unit examines the construct relationships in Hebrew nouns. When a noun is so 

connected in thought with a following word or clause that the two make up one idea, 

the first is said to be in the construct state or in construction. A word not so dependent 

is said to be in the absolute state; example, “in son of the king”, “great in power”, the 

words “son” and “great” are in the construct, “king” and “power” are in the absolute.  

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Conjugate the Hebrew verbs in relation to possession. 

 Identify masculine and feminine endings of Hebrew nouns in construct 

relationship. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 The Construct state 

The construct relation corresponds most nearly to the Genitive or to relations 

expressed by “of” in English. Now the first half of a relation like “son of …”, forming 

no complete idea of itself, the emphasis of the whole expression lies on the second 

half. In this way the construct or first half is uttered as shortly as possible in 

consistency with the laws of pronunciation in the language; any merely tone long 

vowel within the word will be shortened or lost, and any weak letter outside the word, 

elided. 

Notes: 
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(1) When a masculine plural noun is placed in the construct state, its ending is 

changed from יִם (hireq-yod, plus final mem) to ֵי (tsere-yod). Long vowels 

left standing in open syllables before the י ֵ ending are usually reduced to 

vocal shevas (unless they are unchangeably long). 

Examples: 

Plural Absolute  Plural Construct 

נֵי ___ בָנֵי ___ Sons בָנִים  sons of בְׂ

מֵי ____ יָמֵי ___ Days יָמַים  days of יְׂ

God(gods) אֱלֹהִים
  

 God of (gods of) אֱלֹהֵי  ____ 

 horses of סוסֵי  ____  Horses סוסִים

 (In this last two examples, holem and shureq are unchangeably long vowels) 

(2) When two vocal shevas are placed together at the beginning of the 
masculine plural construct form, the first of these must be raised to a full 
vowel. 

Example: 

Plural Absolute  Plural Construct 

שֵׁי ___ Men אֲנָשִׁים שֵׁי ___ אֲנְׂ   Men of אַנְׂ

בָרִים רֵי ___ Words דְׂ בְׂ רֵי ___ דְׂ  Words of דִבְׂ

דֵי ___ Servants עֲבָדִים דֵי ___ עֲבְׂ  Servants of עַבְׂ

קֵנִים נֵי ___ Elders זְׂ נֵי ___ זִקְׂ  Elders of זִקְׂ

(3) The dual construct has the same ending (ֵי) as the masculine plural 

construct. The (ֵי) takes the place of the dual absolute ending (יִם ַ). 

Examples: 

Dual Absolute Dual Construct 

נַ ַ֣יִם נֵי Ears אָזְׂ  Ears of אָזְׂ

יִם לַ  לֵי Feet רַגְׂ  Feet of רַגְׂ

נַ ַ֣יִם נֵי Horns קַרְׂ  Horns of קַרְׂ

(4) The feminine plural construct retains the וֹת ending of the feminine plural 

absolute. Masculine plural nouns ending in וֹת follow this same pattern. 
Examples: 

Plural Absolute  Plural Construct 
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 fathers of אֲבוֹת ___  ___ Fathers אָבוֹת

צוֹתרַָ֣אֲַ֣  (f) 
lands 

צוֹת ___ צוֹת ___ אֲרְׂ  lands of אַרְׂ

(5) The rules that govern the formation of singular construct nouns are much 
more complicated than those that relate to plural construct forms. The use 
of lexicon can be helpful in determining this. 

(6) The word in the construct state never takes the article. When the 
compound idea is definite, it is (not the word in the construct but) the 
genitive (following it) which takes the article. 
Example: 

 a son of a prophet (indefinite) בֶןֽנָבִיא

 the man of God (definite) בֶןֽהַלֶלֶךְ

4.0 SUMMARY 

1) When a masculine plural noun is placed in the construct state, its ending is 

changed. 

2) When two vocal shevas are placed together at the beginning of the 

masculine plural construct form, the first of these must be raised to a full 

vowel. 

3) The dual construct has the same ending (ֵי) as the masculine plural construct.  

4) The feminine plural construct retains the וֹת ending of the feminine plural 

absolute.  

5) The rules that govern the formation of singular construct nouns are much 

more complicated than those that relate to plural construct forms. The use of 

lexicon can be helpful in determining this. 

6) The word in the construct state never takes the article. When the compound 

idea is definite, it is (not the word in the construct but) the genitive 

(following it) which takes the article. 

5.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

1) Translate the following: 

 

2) Translate the following to Hebrew: 

רֶץ (1) מֵיַ֣הָאָ   דַםֽךָלֽבָשָר (2) ךָלֽיְׂ

רָאֵל (3) נֵיַ֣יִשְׂ הַרַ֣צִטוֹןַ֣ובִירושָׁלָיִם (4) אִישַׁ֣מִבְׂ  בְׂ

רָםַ֣שָרָי (5) שֶׁתֽאַבְׂ רֶךְַ֣עֵץַ֣הַחטִים (6) שֵׁםַ֣אֵ   אֶתֽדֶ 
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(1) The people of the earth (2) The sons of Israel 

(3) The land of Jerusalem (4) In the book of the law of Moses 

(5) The words of the book of 
the law 

(6) You are my God 

(7) For our God is great (8) We have an old father 

(9) From his evil way (10) For I am the LORD your God 

6.0 VOCABULARY 

 generation דוֹר stone (f) אֶבֶן

בָר bread לֶחֶם  wilderness, desert מִדְׂ

סֶףַ֣   book סֵפֶר silver  ךֶ 

רַיִם star כוֹכָב  Egypt מִצְׂ

מָה סֶד wisdom חָכְׂ  goodness, kindness חֶ 

 child יֶלֶד wine יַיִן

 

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

An adjective is a word that names a quality, or that defines or limits a noun. The 

adjective follows the noun it qualifies and agrees with it in number and gender. 

Hebrew adjectives function similarly to English adjectives with some variations. In 

English, adjectives appear before the noun they modify, but in Hebrew adjectives often 

appear after the noun they modify. 

2.0 OBJECTIVE 

At the end of this unit you should be able to: 

 Identify adjectival phrases and contructions in biblical Hebrew.  

 Apply the different usages of Hebrew adjectives.  

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Adjective Properties 

Like the nouns they modify, adjectives have the following properties: 

 Gender 

Hebrew adjectives have masculine and feminine gender, just like the noun they 

modify. While masculine nouns go with masculine adjectives, feminine nouns 

go with feminine adjectives.   
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 Number 

Hebrew adjectives agree with their noun numbers. Singular nouns require 

singular adjectives; plural nouns require plural adjectives, and dual nouns with 

dual adjectives. 

   Definiteness 

Nouns can either be definite (either by taking the definite article or by being a 

proper noun) or indefinite. Attributive adjectives must agree with their nouns in 

definiteness, and therefore may appear with the article.  

3.2 Adjective Usage 

There are four basic ways adjectives are used: 

1) Attribute Usage 

(a) Attributively, adjective follows the noun it qualifies and agrees with it in number, 

gender and definiteness. Examples: 

 a good manַ֣(expressed in Hebrew as „a man, a good one‟) ,אִישַׁ֣טוֹב

טוֹבָהַ֣אִשָה , a good woman (expressed in Hebrew as “a woman, a good one”)   

(b) When the noun is definite the adjective which qualifies it has the article. Examples: 

 the good manַ֣(expressed in Hebrew as ‘the man, the good (one)’) ,הָאִישַׁ֣הַחוֹב

 the good womanַ֣(expressed in Hebrew as ‘the woman, the good ,הָאִשָהַ֣הַטוֹבָה

(one)’) 

(c) Agreement of noun and adjective must be carefully watched in those cases where 

masculine nouns have feminine endings in the plural, and feminine nouns have 

masculine endings in the plural. Example: 

  ;good fathers  ,אָבוֹתַ֣טוֹבִים

and not   ֹתאָבוֹתַ֣טוֹבו  
דוֹלוֹת   ;great women  ,נָשִׁיםַ֣גְׂ

and not   ַ֣דוֹלִיםנָשִׁים גְׂ  

2) Predicate Usage 

Predicatively, the adjective precedes the noun. In Hebrew, predicate adjectives appear 

before the noun and agree in gender and number (but not definiteness). Note that 

predicate adjectives never take the definite article.Example: 

 the man is good (expressed in Hebrew as „good (is) the man‟) ,טוֹבַ֣הָאִישׁ
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   the woman is good (expressed in Hebrew as „good (is) the woman) ,טוֹבָהַ֣הָאִשָה

3) Substantive Usage 

An adjective can stand alone and function as a noun. When it does so, it may function 

as the subject or object of a verb and it always appears with the definite article. 

When you encounter a definite adjective that does not seem to modify a noun within a 

sentence, it may be a substantive adjective. Translate the adjective with an implied 

“one” (for singular forms) or “ones” for plural forms. Examples: 

Feminine Masculine  

The good (one) הַחוֹבָה The good (one) הַחוֹב Singular 

The good (ones) הַחוֹבוֹת The good (ones) הַחוֹבִים Plural 

4) Comparative/Superlative Usage 

(a) In English, when we say, “The boys are stronger than the girls”, it is a comparative 

statement because of the word “stronger”. To make a comparative statements, Hebrew 

adjectives combines with the preposition “from” (min) to complete the construction by 

adding it to the word that acts as the object of the comparison. Examples: 

 הַבַיִתַ֣גָדוֹלַ֣מִןַ֣הָאֹהֶל
The house big from the tent  

(meaning: The house is bigger than the tent) 

(b) When we say “Obi is the strongest boy in the class”, the word “strongest” depicts 

a superlative understanding. The Superlative Usage of the Adjective in Hebrew can be 

formed by placing the adverb meod (“very”) after an adjective. Examples:  

אֹד  טוֹבַ֣מְׂ
Very good  

(or the best) 

3.3 Patterns of Inflection of Adjectives 

(a) Adjectives must agree with the Noun they modify in gender and number. So the 

inflections of adjectives follow basically with that of Noun. That is, the endings of 

Adjectives (suffixes) are similar to that of Noun. 

Examples: 

Feminine Masculine  
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 אָה
… 

Singular 

 Plural אִים אוֹת

 

Feminine Masculine  

 Singular טוֹב טוֹבָה

 Plural טוֹבִים טוֹבוֹת

(b) Adjectives must agree with the nouns they modify in gender and number. For 

example, consider the following adjective phrases. 

Examples: 

A good daughter בַתַ֣טוֹבָה A good son בֵןַ֣טוֹב 

Good daughters בָנוֹתַ֣טוֹבוֹת Good sons בָנִיםַ֣טוֹבִים 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit confirms that Hebrew adjectives function similarly to English adjectives with 

some variations. Adjectival properties and usages and patterns of inflection of 

adjectives were also studied. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

1) General properties of adjectives include: 

 Gender (masculine or feminine) 

 Number (singular, plural or dual) 

 Definiteness 

2) Adjectival usage include: 

a. Attributive usage. Adjectives that directly modify a noun are called 

“attributive” because they attribute a certain characteristic to a noun. 

Attributive adjectives have the following properties: 

i. They follow the noun they modify 

ii. They agree with the noun they modify in:  
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1. Gender (masc / fem)  

2. Number (sing / pl)  

3. Definiteness (if the noun is definite, the adjective must be, 

too) 

b. Predicative usage. In Hebrew, predicate adjectives can appear before or 

after the noun and agree in gender and number -- but not definiteness. 

Predicate adjectives use the word “is” with the adjective to form the 

predicate of a complete clause (subject+verb). Predicate adjectives have 

the following properties: 

i. They appear before or after the noun they modify  

ii. They agree with the noun they modify in:  

1. Gender (masc / fem)  

2. Number (sing / pl)  

3. but not in definiteness  

c. Substantive usage. An adjective can stand alone and function as a noun. 

When it does so, it may function as the subject or object of a verb, and it 

always appears with the definite article. When you encounter a definite 

adjective that does not seem to modify a noun within a sentence, it may 

be a substantive adjective. Translate the adjective with an implied “one” 

(for singular forms) or “ones” for plural forms. 

d. Comparative/superlative usage. Adjectives may be used to make 

comparative statements. In Hebrew, comparisons are formed by adding 

the preposition (min) to the word that functions as the object of the 

comparison. Superlatives are formed by adding the adverb (meod) to the 

adjective. 

3) Pattern of Inflection. Since adjectives must agree with the noun they modify in 

gender and number, every adjective can take four possible forms: two for 

masculine nouns (singular and plural), and two for feminine nouns (singular 

and plural). These forms are changed by means of adding endings to the stem of 

the word, much in the same manner as endings are attached to nouns. 
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6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

 From the vocabulary you already know, create simple adjective phrases, 

such as “a good woman,” “the good woman,” “good women,” and “the 

good women.” Do this for the following nouns: 

1. Woman  2. Man 3. City 

4. Jesus 5. Moses 6. Land 

7. People   

Combine these nouns with the following adjectives: good, great, old, new, perfect, 

holy.  

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

1. Each of the following entries contains an adjective. In the space marked (a) 

indicate whether the adjective is used attributively (A) or predicatively (P). in 

the space marked (b) give the gender of the adjective, and in (c) give its 

number.  

Example: 

חוֹקָה רֶץַ֣רְׂ  from a distant landַ֣ (Josh. 9:6) מֵאֶ 

(a) ___A___ (b) __fem_ (c) __sing__ 

טַםָה .1   a little maid נַעֲרָהַ֣קְׂ

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

שָׁרָה .2 רֶךְַ֣יְׂ דֶ   by a straight way בְׂ

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

דוֹלָהַ֣ .3 בֶןַ֣גְׂ אֶ   a great stone 

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

יִתַ֣חָדָשַׁ֣ .4 בַ  a new house 

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

דוֹלָהַ֣ .5 עִירַ֣גְׂ a great city 

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

קָרוֹבַ֣הַטוֹםַ֣ .6 the day is near 

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

אֹדַ֣ .7 אֹדַ֣מְׂ רֶץַ֣מְׂ טוִבָהַ֣הָאָ  the land was exceedingly good 

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 
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רֶךְַ֣הַחוֹבָהַ֣ .8 הַדֶ  the good way 

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

2. From the vocabulary you already know, create 4 simple comparative adjective 

constructions.  

3. From the vocabulary you already know, create 4 simple predicative adjective 

phrases, such as “a woman is good,” “the woman is good,” “the man is wise,” 

“Moses is old,” and “the kings are evil.”  

8.0 VOCABULARY 

 Good טוֹב Great, big גָדוֹל
 Much, Many רַב Old זָכֵן

 Fire אֵשׁ New חָדָשׁ
 Priest כֹהֵן Strong חָזָק
 Horse סוס Wise חָכָם
 Light אֹור Beautiful יָפֵה
אֹד  Understanding בִינָה Very (adverb) מְׂ
 Place, Abode מָקוֹם Upright יָשָׁר

 Voice קוֹל Holy קָדוֹשׁ
 Prophet נָבִיא Small קָטוֹן
 Righteous, Just צָדִיק Evil, wicked רָע

 That הוא Perfect, Complete תָּמִים

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

A pronoun is a word that stands in place of (“pro”) a noun. The word for which a 

pronoun stands (or refers back to) is called the antecedent of the pronoun. This unit 

studies the properties and types of Hebrew pronoun.  

2.0 OBJECTIVE 

This unit will equip the student to understand the different dynamics of pronouns in 

biblical Hebrew, ranging from pronoun properties, types of pronouns to pronominal 

endings. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1  Properties of Pronoun 

Pronouns function more or less like Nouns. So they possess the same properties, 

namely: 

1. Gender 

Gender refers to whether the pronoun is masculine or feminine. The gender of 

the pronoun is determined by the gender of the noun, which is its antecedent. 

2.   Number 

Singular or Plural pronouns agree with the singular or plural of the antecedent 

nouns. 

Examples: 

Paul went to University where he got his first degree. 

The soldiers fought gallantly, and they received the crown.  
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(“Paul” is the antecedent noun of the pronoun “he” – singular; while the 

pronoun “they” corresponds with the antecedent noun “soldiers” – plural).  

3. Person 

A pronoun can be in the first person (I, We), second person (you – singular, 

you – plural), or third person (he/she/they). 

4. Case 

A pronoun can be a subject of a sentence (he is a king), an object in a phrase or 

clause (John loves her), or in a possessive relationship with an object (his 

Hebrew book).   

3.2 Types of Pronouns 

Types of Hebrew pronouns include: Personal pronouns, Demonstrative pronouns, 

Interrogative pronouns, and Relative pronouns. 

(a) Personal Pronouns  

The following are the forms of the independent personal pronoun 

1 cs אֲנִיַ֣,אָנֹכִי I 1 cp נוַ֣,אֲנו נוַ֣,נַ חְׂ  We אֲנַ חְׂ

2 ms אַתָּה You 2 mp אַתֶּם You 

2 fs ְַּׂ֣אַת You 2 fp נָה  You אַתֶּןַ֣,אַתֵ 

3 ms הוא He/it 3 mp לָה  They הֵםַ֣,הֵ 

3 fs הִיא She/it 3 fp םָה  They הֵןַ֣,הֵ 

Notes: 

(i) The above forms of the personal pronouns are used only to express the 

nominative or a subject: they must not be put as oblique cases after a verb or 

preposition. 

(ii) When not expressing the subject, the personal pronouns become attracted in 

a fragmentary form to the end of other words. The fragments are named 

pronominal suffixes (to be studied later) 

(iii) Sentences that employ independent personal pronouns as subjects will often 

be verbless sentences (with the verb “to be” understood). 

Examples: 

הוָה  I (am) the LORD אֲנִיַ֣יְׂ

 You are the man אַתָּהַ֣הָאִישׁ

 For you are dust ךִיֽעָפָר
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הוָהַ֣הואַ֣הָאֱלֹהִים  The LORD, he is God יְׂ

(b) Demonstrative Pronoun 

The forms of the demonstrative pronouns are as follows: 

Singular Plural 

Masc.  זֶה this Masc.  כֶה  these אֵ 

Fem.  זאֹת this Fem.  כֶה  these אֵ 

Masc.  הוא that Masc. לָה (הֵם)הֵ   those 

Fem.  הִיא that Fem. ַ֣םָה (הֵן)הֵ   those 

Note: 

(i) Like adjectives, demonstrative pronoun may be used attributively. They agree 
in gender, number and article with the nouns to which they refer. 
Examples: 

 This place הַלָקוֹםַ֣הַזֶה

רֶץַ֣הַזאֹת  This land הָאָ 

 On that day בַטוֹםַ֣הַהוא

 In that city בָעִירַ֣הַהִיא

כֶה בָרִיםַ֣הָאֵ   These words הַדְׂ

כֶה  These cities הֶעָרִיםַ֣הַאֵ 

 In those days בַטָמִיםַ֣הָהֵם

(ii) Demonstrative pronouns may also be predicatively. They agree in gender, 
number with the nouns to which they are linked, but they never take the 
article. 

Examples: 

 This (is) the day זֶהַ֣הַטוֹם

רֶץ  This (is) the land זאֹתַ֣הָאָ 

 That (is) the word הואַ֣הַדָבָר

 That (is) the great city הִואַ֣הָעִירַ֣הַגדֹלָה

בָרִים כֶהַ֣הַדְׂ  These (are) the words אֵ 
 

(c)   Interrogative Pronouns 

The following are the Hebrew Interrogative pronouns: 
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 ?What מָה ?Who מִי

 ?Why לָלָה ?Why מַדועַַ֣

 ?Where אֵיפֹה ?When מָתַי

 ?From Where מֵאַיִן ?How אֵיךְַ֣/ַ֣אֵיכָה

 Interrogative particle הֲֽ ?Where אָןַ֣/ַ֣אָנָה

 ?Where אַיֵה ?Where אֵי

(c) Relative Pronouns 

A relative pronoun (who, that, which) connects a modifying clause to an antecedent. 

This clause is called a relative clause since it “relates” the clause to the antecedent and 

modifies it adjectivally. For example: 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit shows that Hebrew pronouns function more like Nouns, so they possess same 

properties like gender, number, person and case. The student should get aquainted with 

how they function for effective learning of the grammar. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

1) General Properties of Pronouns include:  

a) Gender: Gender is a property that indicates the sex of the 

antecedent (masculine or feminine).  

b) Number: Number is the property that indicates whether the 

antecedent represents one (singular) or more than one (plural) 

object.  

c) Person: Person refers to the relationship between the antecedent 

and the speaker. A pronoun can be in the first person, second 

person, or third person. 

d) Case: Case indicates the grammatical function of the pronoun in a 

sentence. A pronoun can be a subject of a sentence (He is a king), 

an object in a phrase or clause (John loves her), or in a possessive 

relationship with an object (his Hebrew book). 
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2) Types of Pronouns include: Personal, Demonstrative, Interrogative, and 

Relative pronouns. 

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

(1) Translate the following into English: 

כֶה (1  הַשָנִיםַ֣הַחֹבֹתַ֣הָאֵ 

יקַ֣אַתָּהצַדִַ֣ (2  

נִי (3 לֶךְַ֣גָדוֹלַ֣אָ   ךִיַ֣מֶ 

דוֹלָהַ֣הַזאֹת (4  לָעִירַ֣הַגְׂ

לָה (5  כִיֽחֲזָקִיםַ֣הֵ 

נו (6  חֲכָמִיםַ֣אֲנַ חְׂ

 ךִיֽחָזָקַ֣הוא (7

 ךִיַ֣מָרִיםַ֣הַם (8

רֹבָה (9  הָעִירַ֣הַזאֹתַ֣קְׂ

אָנֹכִיַ֣נַעַרַ֣קָטֹן (10  וְׂ

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

(1) Underscore the correct pronominal form in the following entries 

 For he (is) small  ךִיַ֣קָטֹןַ֣)הואַ֣/ַ֣הִיא( (1

תָּה( (2 ַ֣/ַ֣אָ    that you (are) stubborn  ךִיַ֣קָשֶׁהַ֣)אַתְּׂ

אֹד (3  for she (was) very beautiful  ךִיֽיָפָהַ֣)הואַ֣/ַ֣הִוא(ַ֣מְׂ

4) )  you (are) lovely   יָפָהַ֣)אַתָּהַ֣/ַ֣אַתְּׂ

5) )  you (were) perfect (blameless) תָּמִיםַ֣)אַתָּהַ֣/ַ֣אַתְּׂ

(2) Practice reading the Hebrew aloud. Cover the English translation 
and practice translating the Hebrew from sight 

אֹד .1  The man Moses (was) very great הָאִישַׁ֣מֹשֶׁהַ֣גָדוֹלַ֣מְׂ

 This great thing הַדָבָרַ֣הַגָדוֹלַ֣ .2

לֶךְַ֣ .3 הוָהַ֣ומֶ  ךִיַ֣אֵלַ֣גָדוֹלַ֣יְׂ

 גָדוֹלַ֣עַלֽךָלֽאֱלֹהִיםַ֣

For the Lord (is) a great God, and a 
great king above all gods. 

 For it (was) near ךִיַ֣קָרוֹבַ֣הוא .4

רֹבִיםַ֣הֵם .5  for they (were) near (neighbours) ךִיֽקְׂ
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8.0 VOCABULARY 

בֶן 1  Moses מֹשֶׁה Stone 10 (f)  אֶ 

 Prophet נָבִיא Generation 11 דוֹר 2

יִם 3 רושָׁלַ   Lad, youth נַ עַר Jerusalem 12 יְׂ

רָהנַעֲַ֣ Thus 13 ךֹה 4  Maiden, young woman 

חֶם 5 פֶר Bread 14 לֶ   Book סֵ 

בָר 6  Lest פֶן Wilderness, desert 15 מִדְׂ

גֶל What? 16 מָה 7  foot (f) רֶ 

פָט Who? 17 מִי 8  Judgment, justice מִשְׁׂ

מֶן 9  law, Instruction (f) תּוֹרָה Oil, fat 18 שֶׁ 

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew). 

UNIT 5 PRONOMINAL SUFFIXES WITH NOUNS 

CONTENT 

1.0 Introduction 

2.0 Objectives 

3.0 Main Content 

3.1 The Pronominal Suffixes   
4.0 Summary 

5.0 Self-Assessment Exercises 

6.0 Vocabulary 

7.0 References/Further Readings 

1.0 Introduction 

This unit discusses the pronominal suffixes on Hebrew nouns. Pronominal 

suffixes were originally independent personal pronouns that became attached to the 

noun or preposition they followed. When appearing on nouns, they are possessive; 

example: his book. When appearing on prepositions or the definite direct object 
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marker, they are objective; example: to him. When attached to verbs, they normally 

serve as direct objects of the verb; when attached to particles, they may express a 

variety of relationships, depending on the function of the particles.  

2.0 Objectives 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Mark out the direct objects of verbs and prepositions. 

 Identify possessive nouns 

 Define other functions of pronominal suffixes. 

3.0 Main Content 

3.1 The Pronominal Suffixes 

The relation existing between a noun and its pronominal suffix is really the construct 

relation. The form of the noun, however is not always identical with that of the 

construct, but varies with the position of the tone. In this section, only the endings of 

the noun as affected by the suffix are treated. 

When attached to nouns, pronominal suffixes function as possessive pronouns. 

Notes: 

1) Pronominal suffixes for singular nouns (Masculine or Feminine) 

1 cs ִי My 1 cp נו ֵ Our 

2 ms ְָׂך Your 2 mp ְׂכֶם Your 

2 fs ְך ֵ Your 2 fp ְׂכֶן Your 

3 ms ֹו His 3 mp ָם Their 

3 fs ָה Her 3 fp ָן Their 

Examples: 

(a) סוס Masculine singular absolute, “horse” 

 ”Masculine singular construct, “horse of סוס

1 cs סוסִי My horse 1 cp נו  Our horse סוסֵ 

2 ms ָך כֶם Your horse 2 mp סוסְׂ  Your horse סוסְׂ

2 fs ְסוסֵך Your horse 2 fp כֶן  Your horse סוסְׂ

3 ms ֹסוסו His horse 3 mp סוסָם Their horse 

3 fs סוסָה Her horse 3 fp סוסָן Their horse 
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(b) סוסָה Feminine singular absolute, “mare” 

 ”Feminine singularַ֣construct, “mare of סוסַת

1 cs סוסָתִי My mare 1 cp נו  Our mare סוסָתֵ 

2 ms ָך כֶם Your mare 2 mp סוסָתְׂ  Your mare סוסָתְׂ

2 fs ְסוסָתֵך Your mare 2 fp כֶן  Your mare סוסָתְׂ

3 ms ֹסוסָתו His mare 3 mp סוסָתָם Their mare 

3 fs סוסָתָה Her mare 3 fp סוסָתָן Their mare 

2) Pronominal Suffixes for Plural nouns (masculine or feminine) 

1 cs ַי My 1 cp ינו ֵ Our 

2 ms ָיך ֶ Your 2 mp יֵכֶם Your 

2 fs ְיִך ַ Your 2 fp יֵכֶן Your 

3 ms יו ָ His 3 mp יֵהֶם Their 

3 fs ַָ֣יה ֶ Her 3 fp יֵהֶן Their 

Examples: 

(a) אֱלֹהִים Masculine plural absolute, “God, gods” 

 ”Masculine plural construct, “God of, gods of אֱלֹהֵי

1 cs אֱלֹהַי My God 1 cp ינו  Our God אֱלֹהֵ 

2 ms ָיך  Your God אֱלֹהֵיכֶם Your God 2 mp אֱלֹהֶ 

2 fs ְיִך  Your God אֱלֹהֵיכֶן Your God 2 fp אֱלֹהַ 

3 ms אֱלֹהָיו His God 3 mp אֱלֹהֵיהֶם Their God 

3 fs ַָ֣יה  Their God אֱלֹהֵיהֶן Her God 3 fp אֱלֹהֶ 

(b) תוֹרוֹת Feminine plural absolute, “laws” 

 ”Feminine plural contruct, “laws of תוֹרוֹת

1 cs תוֹרוֹתַי My laws 1 cp ינו  Our laws תוֹרוֹתֵ 

2 ms ָיך  Your laws תוֹרוֹתֵיכֶם Your laws 2 mp תוֹרוֹתֶ 

2 fs ְיִך  Your laws תוֹרוֹתֵיכֶן Your laws 2 fp תוֹרוֹתַ 

3 ms תוֹרוֹתָיו His laws 3 mp תוֹרוֹתֵיהֶם Their laws 

3 fs ַָ֣יה  Their laws תוֹרוֹתֵיהֶן Her laws 3 fp תוֹרוֹתֶ 
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3) The dual nouns take the same suffixes as the plural 

Examples: 

יִם  ”Feminine dual absolute, “hands יָדַ 

דֵי  ”Feminine dual construct, “hands of יְׂ

1 cs ידַי My hands 1 cp ינו  Our hands יָדֵ 

2 ms ָיך דֵיכֶם Your hands 2 mp יָדֶ   Your hands יְׂ

2 fs ְיִך    Your hands 2 fp יָדַ 

3 ms יָדָיו His hands 3 mp דֵיהֶם  Their hands יְׂ

3 fs ַָ֣יה דֵיהֶן Her hands 3 fp יָדֶ   Their hands יְׂ

4.0 Summary 

This unit presented: 

1) Pronominal suffixes for singular nouns (Masculine or Feminine) 

2) Pronominal Suffixes for Plural nouns (masculine or feminine) 

3) The dual nouns take the same suffixes as the plural 

5.0 Self Assessment Exercises 

1) Translate and practice pronouncing the following: 

 יוֹםַ֣הַשַבָת .1 מִטַדַ֣הָאִשָה .1

שֵׁיַ֣הָעִיר .5 בֶןֽאָדָם .2 נוֹתַ֣אַנְׂ  בְׂ

בִיאִים .3 נֵיֽהַםְׂ  רָאשֵׁיַ֣הֶהָרִים .6 ומִבְׂ

רֶץ .4 כֵיַ֣הָאָ  כֶהַ֣מַלְׂ אֵ  רָאֵל .7 וְׂ נֵיַ֣יִשְׂ רֶץַ֣בְׂ אֶ   בְׂ

6.0 Vocabulary 

אוֹר He bound, pledged חָבַל  Stream, canal יְׂ

 dry ground (f) יַבָשָׁה Rope, band, lot חֶבֶל

 hand (f) יָד Company, association חֶבֶר

 He knew יָדַע Feast, festival חַג

הוָה He ceased חָדַל  LORD (Adonay) יְׂ

 Ram, ram‟s horn יֹבֵל Chamber, room חֶדֶר
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 Day יוֹם new (adj) חָדָשׁ

 dove (f) יוֹנָה Sand חוֹל

 Potter יוֹצֵר Wall חוֹמָה

7.0 References/Further  Readings 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew). 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Hebrew language has no indefinite article like „a‟ or „an‟. The absence of the definite 

article is used to determine when an indefinite article is used. To make a Hebrew word 

(of either gender) definite, you add a Hey (ה) before the noun. Sometimes the vowel 

under the Hey changes, depending on whether the noun begins with a regular letter or 

a guttural letter. 

2.0 OBJECTIVE 

At the end of this unit you will learn how to: 

 Prefix the definite article with guttural and non-guttural letters. 

 Determine the indefinite article in Hebrew grammar. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Before All Non-Gutturals 

http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Hey/hey.html
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The usual form of the article in Hebrew before all non-gutturals is ַֻ֣ ַה (hey (ה) plus 

patach ( ַ), plus dagesh forte ( ֻ) in the first consonant of the noun; as in: 

the day/ today  הַטוֹם (hay-yôm)  =      הַ ַֻ֣ +  יוֹם 

the king ְהַלֶלֶך (ham-melekh)  =   ְהַ ַֻ֣ +  מֶלֶך 

the son ַַ֣בֵןה  (hab-ben)  =   הַ ַֻ֣ +  בֵן 

3.2 Before Strong Gutturals 

Before the strong or harsh gutturals ה and ח which may be doubled by 

implication, the form of the article is ַַ֣ה without a dagesh forte in the following 

letter. As in: 

 הַַ֣  +  הֹלֵךְ    =  (ha-hǒlēk) הַהֹלֵךְ

the darkness ְהַחֹשֶׁך (ha-chōshēk) =   ְהַַ֣  +  חֹשֶׁך 

3.3 Before Weak Gutturals 

Before the weak guttural ע ,א and before ר, which cannot be doubled, the patach 

under Hey (ַַ֣ה) lengthens to a qamets (ַָ֣ה). As in:  

the man  ַׁ֣הָאִיש  (ha-’îsh)   =        ׁהַַ֣  +  אִיש 

the bird ַ֣הָעוֹף  (hā-‘ôf)   =         הַַ֣  +  עוֹף 

 הַַ֣  +  רָקִיעַַ֣     =    (‘hā- rāqia) הָרָקִיעַַ֣

3.4 Before ַַָ֣֣חַָ֣הַָ֣ע  

Before ַָ֣ח and before an unaccented ַָ֣עַָ֣ ,ה, the patach under Hey (ַַ֣ה) is 

deflected to a segôl (ֶַ֣ה) for the sake of dissimilarity. As in: 

הֶחָזָקַ֣   (he-chāzāq)   =         הַַ֣    +    חָזָק 

 הַַ֣    +    הָרִים         =    (he-hārîm) הֶהָרִים 

 הַַ֣    +    עָוֹן              =     (he-‘āvōn) הֶעָוֹן
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3.5 Before a noun with initial (ְַׂ֣י) 

Before a noun whose initial consonant is yod, followed by a sheva (ְַׂ֣י) and 

sometimes before a noun whose initial consonant is mem, followed by a sheva 

 without a dagesh forte in the following letter. As הַַ֣ the form of the article is ,(מְַׂ֣)

in:  

the children  ַ֣לָדִים הַיְׂ  (ha- yelādîm)    =       לָדִים  הַַ֣    +    יְׂ

סִכָה   סִכָה       =  (ha-mesillâ) הַמְׂ  הַַ֣    +    מְׂ
3.6 Other rules 

A few nouns in their singular form undergo internal changes when the definite 

article is prefixed to them. Common ones are the following: 

 the earth (hā-’ārets)הָאָרֶץ   = (erets’) אֶרֶץ

 the mountain (hā-hār) הָהָר   =  (har) הַר

 the people (hā-‘ām) הָעָם   =  (am‘) עַם

 the garden (hag-gān) הַגָן   =  (gan) גַן

 the bull (hap-pār) הַפָר   =  (par) פַר

 the festival (he-chāg) הֶחָג   =  (chag) חַג

 the ark (hā-’arôn) הָאָרוֹן   =  (arôn’) אֲרוֹן

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit has shown the different uses of definite article in Hebrew. The student should 

pay particular attention to guttural letters, which exhibits most of the variant usages. 

However the regular prefix of hey plus patach and forte remains the regular form of 

Hebrew definite article. 

5.0 SUMMARY PAGE 

The table below summarizes the study on definite articles: 

S/N Before Hebrew 
Form 

Without 
Definite 
Article 

With 
Definite 
Article 

1  All non- 
gutturals ַֻ֣ ַלָה ה יְׂ לָה לַ  יְׂ  הַכַ 

ח,הַ֣  2  הַחֹשֶׁךְ חֹשֶׁךְ הַַ֣ 
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ר,עַ֣,אַ֣  3  הָאִישׁ אִישׁ הַָ֣ 

חַָ֣,הַָ֣ ,עַָ֣  4  הֶהָרִים הָרִים הֶַ֣ 

5  ַ֣ מְַׂ֣,יְׂ לָדִים הַַ֣  לָדִים יְׂ  הַיְׂ

 

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 

 Prefix the definite article to the following words and transliterate them. 

לָהלַ ַ֣ .2 מֶלֶך .1 יְׂ  יוֹם .3 

 בַיִת .6 עָפָר .5 חֹשֶׁךְ .4

 גַן .9 עִם .8 אִשָה .7

רִית .11 ראֹשׁ .10  אוֹר .12 בְׂ

 אָדָם .15 הֵיכָל .14 עִיר .13

 עָשָׁן .18 הַר .17 יָד .16

   שָׁלוֹם .20 חֶרֶב .19

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

Complete the writing of the definite article with the following nouns: 

 הבַיִת .3 העָנָן .2 האֶרֶץ .1

 השָׁנָה .6 ההַר .5 היוֹם .4

 האֲדָמָה .9 האֱלֹהִים .8 הצאֹן .7

רִית .11 האֹהֶל .10  היוֹם .12 הבְׂ

 העֵת .15 השָׁלוֹם .14 העַם .13

 הראֹשׁ .18 הלֵב .17 החָג .16

אֹר .19    העִיר .20 היְׂ

8.0 VOCABULARY 
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לֶךְ .1  ,Humankind ,(ādām’) אָדָם .King 11 (melek) מֶ 

 Darkness ,(chōshek) חֹשֶׁךְ .Light 12 (ôr’) אוֹר .2

 Ground ,(adāmāh’) אֲדָמָה .Earth 13 (erets’) אֶרֶץ .3

 God ,(elōhîm’) אֱלֹהִים .Dust 14 ,(āfār‘) עָפָר .4

 Head ,(r’ōsh) ראֹשׁ .House 15 ַ֣,(bayit) בַיִת .5

לָהלַ ַ֣ .City 16 ,(îr‘) עִיר .6 יְׂ  (layelāh), Night 

 Feast, festival ,(chag) חַג .Day 17 ,(yôm) יוֹם .7

 Between(bên) בֵין .Hand 18 ,(yād) יָד .8

רִי .9 רֶבעֶ ַ֣ .Fruit 19 ,(perî) פְׂ  (erev) Evening 

 Place (māqôm) מָקוֹם .Morning 20 ,(bōqer) בֹקֶר .10

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).  
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UNIT 7 PREPOSITIONS AND VAV CONJUNCTION 

CONTENT 

1.0 Introduction 

2.0 Objectives 

3.0 Main Content 

3.1 Inseparable Prepositions  
3.2 The Preposition min    

3.3 Independent Prepositions  

3.4 Vav Conjunction    
4.0 Conclusion 

5.0 Summary 

6.0 Self-Assessment Exercises 

7.0 Tutor-Marked Assignments 

8.0 Vocabulary 

9.0 References/Further Readings 

1.0  INTRODUCTION 

A preposition is a word or group of words (e.g. in, from, to, out of, on behalf of, etc) 

often placed before a noun or pronoun to indicate place, direction, source, method, etc. 

The vav is a conjunctive word translated as „and‟ in English. The vav conjunction, 

inseparable prepositions and min function as a prefix to Hebrew words just like the 

definite article. Sometimes the vowel under them changes, depending on the consonant 

that appears at the beginning of the word. The Vav conjunction is pointed like the 

inseparable prepositions with few exceptions. 

2.0  OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

1. Understand the basic grammar of the preposition and Vav conjunction in 

Biblical Hebrew 

2. Begin identifying various prepositional phrases and constructions in the 

Scriptures. 

3.0  MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 The Inseparable Prepositions 

In Hebrew, few prepositions are inseparable and are prefixed to nouns, like the 

definite article. Others are independent and function more like English 

prepositions. 
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The inseparable prepositions in Hebrew are: 

 ( אְַׂ֣ plus a sheva ב .i.e) in, by, with בְַׂ֣

 (אְַׂ֣ plus a sheva ך .i.e) as, like, according to ךְַׂ֣

 (אְַׂ֣ plus a sheva ל .i.e) to, for, at לְַׂ֣

Note: 

i. The usual pointing of the inseparable prepositions before consonants that have 

full vowels is with a simple sheva. As in: 

in a king  ְמֶלֶך  בְַׂ֣       +     מֶלֶךְ      =     bemelekh בְׂ

as a king  ְמֶלֶך  ךְַׂ֣       +     מֶלֶךְ      =     kemelekh ךְׂ

to a king  ְמֶלֶך  לְַׂ֣       +     מֶלֶךְ      =     lemelekh לְׂ
ii. Before consonants having a simple sheva, the inseparable preposition is pointed 

with a chireq. As in: 

in a covenant  רִית רִת      =     biv-rîth בִבְׂ  בְַׂ֣       +     בְׂ

as a covenant  רִית רִת      =     kiv-rîth ךִבְׂ  ךְַׂ֣       +     בְׂ

to a covenant  רִית רִת      =     liv-rîth לִבְׂ  לְַׂ֣       +     בְׂ

iii. Before a consonantal yod with a simple sheva (ְַׂ֣י), the inseparable preposition is 

pointed with a chireq. Then the chireq combines with the yod to form a chireq-

yod. This causes the yod to lose its consonantal value, and the sheva under it 

drops out. As in: 

in Judah  בִיהודָה bîhûdāh   =      הודָה  בְַׂ֣       +     יְׂ

as Judah  ךִיהודָה kîhûdāh   =      הודָה  ךְַׂ֣       +     יְׂ

to Judah  דָהלִיהו  lîhûdāh   =      הודָה  לְַׂ֣       +     יְׂ

iv. Before a guttural with a compound sheva ( ַ֣ ַַ֣֣,אֲ אֳַַ֣֣,אֱ ), the inseparable 

preposition is pointed with the corresponding short vowel. As in: 

in a lion  בַאֲרִי ba’arî ַַַ֣֣֣=      בְַׂ֣       +     אֲרִי 

as a lion  ךַאֲרִי ka’arî ַַַ֣֣֣=      ךְַׂ֣       +     אֲרִי 

to a lion  לַאֲרִי la’arî ַַַ֣֣֣=      לְַׂ֣       +     אֲרִי 



  

 

36 

v. Occasionally before an ’alef (א) that has a chatef-segol (ֱַ֣א), the preposition 

receives a tsere, the chatef-segol drops, while the א quiesces or becomes silent. 

As in:ַַ֣֣ 

in God  בֵאלֹהִים bē’lôhîm    =      בְַׂ֣       +     אֱלֹהִים 

as God  ךֵאלֹהִים kē’lôhîm    =      ךְַׂ֣       +     אֱלֹהִים 

to God  לֵאלֹהִים lē’lôhîm    =      לְַׂ֣       +     אֱלֹהִים 

vi. Before a definite article, the ה of the article drops out, and the preposition 

receives the vowel pointing under ה As in: 

in the man  ׁבָאִיש bā-’îsh    =      ׁבְַׂ֣       +     הָאִיש 

as the man  ׁבָאִיש kā-’îsh    =      ׁךְַׂ֣       +     הָאִיש 

to the man  ׁבָאִיש lā-’îsh    =      ׁלְַׂ֣       +     הָאִיש 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

in the house  בַבַיִת bab-bayit    =      בְַׂ֣       +    הַבַיִת 

as the house  ךַבַיִת kab-bayit    =      ךְַׂ֣       +    הַבַיִת 

to the house  לַבַיִת lab-bayit    =      לְַׂ֣       +    הַבַיִת 
vii. Sometimes immediately before the tone-syllable (accented syllable) the 

inseparable preposition assumes the vowel qamets (ַָ֣א). As in: 

in waters  בָמָיִם  bāmāyim ַַַ֣֣֣=      בְַׂ֣       +    מַיִם 

as waters  ךָמָיִם  kāmāyim ַַַ֣֣֣=      ךְַׂ֣       +    מַיִם 

to waters  לָמָיִם  lāmāyim ַַַ֣֣֣=      לְַׂ֣       +    מַיִם 

3.2  The preposition מִן (min), from, out of 

The preposition מִן (min) can perform a dual role, namely: (a) when it is prefixed 

to a word that has not the definite article. It becomes inseparable, but (b) it is 

somehow separable with a maqqef if it has a definite article. 

Note: 
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i. When the preposition מִן is before ordinary letters (i.e. excluding gutturals 

 is assimilated and the following letter is נ the vowelless (ר and אהחע

doubled by daghes forte as compensation. As in:  

from David  מִדָוִד  mid-dāvid ַַַ֣֣֣=       מִן       +     דָוִד 

from a day  מִטוֹם  miy-yôm ַַַ֣֣֣=        מִן       +     יוֹם 

from a king  ְמִלֶלֶך  mim-melekh ַַַ֣֣֣=      ְמִן       +    מֶלֶך 

ii. Before gutturals or ר, the preceding chireq under מ lengthens to tsere. As 

in: 

from a human-kind  מֵאָדָם  mē’ādām ַַַ֣֣֣=       מִן       +     אָדָם 

from a man  ׁמֵאִיש  mē’îsh ַַַ֣֣֣=       ׁמִן       +     אִיש 

from a mountain  מֵהַר  mēhar ַַַ֣֣֣=         מִן       +      הַר 

iii. Before a yod pointed with a simple sheva (ְַׂ֣י) the preposition contracts to 

 :As in  .מִי

from Judah  מִיהודָה  mîhûdāh ַַַ֣֣֣=             הודָה  מִן       +     יְׂ

from Jerusalem  מִירושָׁלַיִם  mîrûshālayim ַַַ֣֣֣=       רושָׁלַיִם  מִן       +     יְׂ

iv. Before the definite article, the preposition may remain separated by a 

maqqef. As in: 

from the king  מִןֽהַלֶלֶך  min-ham-melekh ַַַ֣֣֣  מִן       +     הַלֶלֶךְ             =

from the house  מִןֽהַבַיִת  min-hab-bayit  ַַַ֣֣֣=              מִן       +     הַבַיִת 
Or the preposition becomes inseparable. As in: 

ךְהַלֶלֶַ֣מֵַּ֣ becomes הַלֶלֶךְ before מִן , from the king 

הַבַיִתמֵַּ֣ becomes הַבַיִת before מִן  from the house 

3.3  Unattached or Independent Prepositions 

Unattached or Independent prepositions more or less function like the English 

prepositions. Some of them are: 

נֵי .To, into, toward 2 אֶל .1  before, in front of לִפְׂ
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 upon, above, about עַל .With 4 עִם .3

חַד .Between 6 בֵין .5  under, instead of תַּּ

 behind, after אַחֲרֵי .Until, unto 8 עַד .7

   Beside, near אֵצֶל .9

3.4  The vav conjunction (ְַׂ֣ו), and 

The vav conjunction (ְַׂ֣ו), is translated ‘and’. It is pointed like the inseparable 

prepositions with few exceptions. 

Note: 
i. Ordinarily before a consonant with full vowel (except labials ַ֣פ,מַ֣,ב ) it is 

pointed with a sheva (ְַׂ֣ו). As in: 

and a horse  סוס וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +    סוס        =ַ֣  ַַ֣֣ vesûs   וְׂ  

and a human-kind  אָדָם וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +    אָדָם        =ַ֣  ַַ֣֣ ve’ādām   וְׂ  

ii. Before a labial with a full vowel it takes the form ַ֣ו As in: 

and a between  ובֵין   ûvēn ַַ֣֣  ַ֣=         וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +    בֵין  

and a king  ְומֶלֶך   ûmelekh ַַ֣֣  ַ֣=     ְוְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +    מֶלֶך  

and here  ופֹה   ûfôh ַַ֣֣  ַ֣=        וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +    פֹה  

iii. Before ְַׂ֣י ,ַ֣the ְַׂ֣ו contracts with ְַַׂ֣֣י to form וִי ַ֣, As in: 

and Judah  וִיהודָה   vîhûdāh  ַ֣ הודָה     =ַ֣   וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +   יְׂ  

let there be  וִיהִי   vîhî  ַ֣ הִי         =ַ֣   וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +   יְׂ  
iv. Before a compound sheva, it takes the corresponding short vowel. As in: 

and I  ֲַ֣א va’anî   נִי וַּ  ַ֣ וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +   אֲנִי         =ַ֣    

and truth  אֱמֶת ve’emet  וֶּ  ַ֣ וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +   אֱמֶת     =ַ֣    

and sickness  ַָּ֣לִיחֳַ֣ו  vocholî  ַ֣ וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       + ַ֣  חֳלִי       =ַ֣    

v. Before the tone-syllable (or accented syllable), the vav conjunction is often ַָ֣ו 
,As in: 

and a night  ַ֣ ַלָהוָל יְׂ   vālayelāh  ַ֣ לָהלַ ַ֣      =ַ֣   יְׂ וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +     

and evil  וָרָע  vārā‘  ַ֣ וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +   רָע         =ַ֣    
4.0  CONCLUSION 
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This unit discussed the dynamics of Hebrew prepositions and conjunctions. The 

student is encouraged to practice and get acquainted with the rules governing their 

usage in Hebrew Grammar. 

5.0  SUMMARY 

The tables below summarize our studies on prepositions and vav conjunction. 

(a) Illustrative Table for Preposition ַ֣ ַ֣,בְׂ לְַׂ֣,ךְׂ    

S/N Before Hebrew 

Form 

Without 

Preposition 

With 

Preposition 

1 All non- gutturals with full vowels ַ֣ ַ֣,בְׂ לְַׂ֣,ךְׂ לֶךְ  לֶךְ מֶ  מֶ   בְׂ

2 Consonants with simple sheva ִַ֣לִַ֣,ךִַ֣,ב רִית  רִית בְׂ  בִבְׂ

3 yod with a simple sheva ַ֣לִי,ךִיַ֣,בִי הודָה   בִיהודָה יְׂ

4 A guttural with a compound sheva ַַ֣לַַ֣,ךַַ֣,ב  בַאֲרִי אֲרִי 

5 An ’alef that has a chatef-segol 

(sometimes) 
לֵַ֣,ךֵַ֣,בֵַ֣  בֵאלֹהִים אֱלֹהִים 

6 A definite article ַָ֣לַָ֣,ךַָ֣,ב  בָאִישׁ הָאִישׁ 
7 The tone-syllable (Sometimes) ַָ֣לַָ֣,ךַָ֣,ב יִם  יִם מַַ֫  בָמַָ֫

(a) Illustrative Table for the preposition מִן 

S/N Before Hebrew 
Form 

Without 
Preposition 

With 
Preposition 

1 All non- 
gutturals with 
full vowels 

 מִלֶלֶךְ מֶלֶךְ מִ ַֻ֣

 
2 

Gutturals or 

 ר
 מֵַ֣
 

 מֵאָדָם אָדָם

 
3 

yod with a 
simple sheva 

הודָה מִי  לִיהודָה יְׂ

 
4 

Definite 
article 

 מִןֽ
Or 

 מֵַּ֣

 מִןֽהַבַיִת הַבַיִת
Or 

הַבַיִתמֵַּ֣  

(b) Illustrative Table for vav conjunction (ְַׂ֣ו) 

S/N Before Hebrew Form Without With 
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Preposition Preposition 

1 All consonants 
with full 
vowels 

אָדָם אָדָם וְַׂ֣  וְׂ

2 Before labials 
with full 
vowels 

 ו
 

 ובֵין בֵין

3 yod with a 
simple sheva 

הודָה וִי  וִיהודָה יְׂ

4 A compound 
sheva 

ַ֣,ַ֣וַַּ֣ וַָּ֣,וֶּ אֲנִיוַַּ֣ אֲנִי   

5 A tone-syllable ַָ֣לָה ו יְׂ לָה לַּ יְׂ  וָלַּ

6.0  SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 

 Prefix the preposition ַ֣ ַ֣,בְׂ לְַׂ֣,ךְׂ , to the following words, transliterate and 

translate the same. 
Example,  

מֶלֶךְ ֽ מֶלֶךְ  bemelekh, in a king בְׂ

מֶלֶךְ ֽ       kemelekh, as a king ךְׂ

מֶלֶךְ ֽ  lemelekh, to a king לְׂ

הודָה .2 בַיִת .1  סוס .4 חֹשֶׁךְ .3 יְׂ

 ראֹשׁ .8 אָדָם .7 יוֹם .6 מַיִם .5

7.0  TUTOR-MARKED ASSINGMENTS 

1) Translate the following words to Hebrew. 

1. The man and a lion 2. Waters to waters 

3. A house in Judah 4. Day and night 

5. The man upon the horse 6. A covenant for the earth 

7. The city and the light 8. From God and man 

9. In a day 10. In the day 

11. From the day 12. From the king 

13. To the city 14. God as a king 

15. Between the son 16. Evil and darkness 

17. From the house 18. From a day 

19. From a king 20. From a city 

2) Translate the following phrases 

 שָׁלוֹםַ֣בָאָרֶץ .2 אָדָםַ֣וֵאלֹהִים .1



  

 

41 

לָהובַכַ ַ֣בַטוֹםַ֣ .3 יְׂ  ובֵיןַ֣הַחֹשֶׁךְ .4 

 יוֹםַ֣ומֵאֶרֶץ .6 טוֹבַ֣וָרָע .5

שָׁלוֹם .7  בֵיןַ֣הָאוֹר .8 מִבֵןַ֣וְׂ

רושָׁלַיִם .9  אֵצֶלַ֣הָהָר .10 אֶלֽיְׂ

3) Prefix the preposition מִן to the following words. 

רִי .3 הַבַיִת .2 בַיִת .1  פְׂ

 הַחֹשֶׁךְ .6 יָד .5 חֹשֶׁךְ .4

 אֶרֶץ .9 הָעִיר .8 אִשָה .7

4) Put the vav conjunction to the following words, transliterate and translate 

דָבָר .2 דָבָר .1  בַדָבָר .3 בְׂ

לָהלַ ַ֣ .4 יְׂ לָההַלַ ַ֣ .5  יְׂ  בַיִת .6 

ביִת .7 רִית .8 ךְׂ  אֱמֶת .9 ךִבְׂ

יוֹם .12 הַמוס .11 בִיהודָה .10  לְׂ

8.0  VOCABULARY 

 al,  upon, above, about‘ עַל .îsh, man 2’ אִישׁ .1

רִית .3  im, with‘ עִם .berîth, covenant    4 בְׂ

הודָה .5  bên, between  בֵין .Yehûdāh, Judah 6 יְׂ

 bēn, son בֵן .arî, lion 8’ אֲרִי .7

 ad, until, unto‘ עַד .elôhîm, God 10’ אֱלֹהִים .9

חַת .mayim, water 12 מַיִם .11  tachath, under, instead of תַּּ

  acharî, behind, after’ אַחֲרִי .Sûs, horse 14 סוס .13

 ētsel, beside, near’ אֵצֶל .bayith, house 16 בַיִת .15

רושָׁלַיִם .el, to, toward, into 18’ אֶל .17  Yerûshālayim, Jerusalem יְׂ

נֵי .Pōh, here 20 פֹה .19  ,Lifnê, before, in front of לִפְׂ

 Shālôm, peace שָׁלוֹם .tôv, good 22 טוֹב .21

הִי .23  rā‘, evil רָע .yehî, let there be 24 יְׂ
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

The Hebrew lexicon is a type of dictionary containing a list of all possible key words 

in the language; it includes a definition of each word that can stand alone or be 

combined with other parts to produce words.  Available Hebrew lexicons include: 

Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon (BDB); Strong‟s Concordance; Cline‟s 

Concise Dictionary of Classical Hebrew; etc. The student should learn to make an 

analysis of every Hebrew verb forms; in this way, the use of Hebrew lexicon in 

translation will be fun. This unit will discuss tips on how to use the Hebrew lexicon for 

translation purposes. 

2.0  OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 
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 Learn how to isolate and identify all prefixes and suffixes in Hebrew verbal 

forms 

 Reconstruct the root of a word. 

 Learn how to find the root form in a reliable lexicon in order to determine 

its meaning. 

3.0  MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 The Use of the Lexicon in the Location and Translation of Verbs 

The following guidelines will help in the use of Hebrew lexicons for translation: 

1) Identify and isolate all prefixes and suffixes (if any) on the verb form under 

consideration. For example, the word: 

רָהוְַׂ֣ שָׁמְׂ  (and she kept), has the prefix ְַׂ֣ו and the suffix  ה ָ 

If we remove the prefix and the suffix, we now have three consonants שׁמר 
from which we can make a tentative reconstruction of the verb root.  Qal, 

Pi„el and Pu„aldo not carry prefixes in the perfect. The vav conjunction, 

though a prefix has no consequence on the verbal form. 

2) In the absence of a prefix on the perfect (excluding the vav conjuction), the 

verbal form could likely be Qal, Pi„el, or Pu„al. Once it has been determined 

that the form is not prefixed, the verb is considered a Qal if there is no 

dagesh forte in the middle consonant. But if it does, the verb could either be 

Pi„el or Pu„al. Example, the verb root: 

 which has a dagesh forte in the middle letter is either a Pi„el or שׁלרַ֣

Pu„al; 

But the verb rootַ֣שׁמר which has no dagesh forte is a Qal.  

3) Pay close attention to the prefix of different verbal stems which must be 

clearly isolated in determining the root of the perfect form, namely: 

נִַַ֣֣ .1  is the prefix for the Nif‟al perfect 

הִתְַַׂ֣֣ .2  is the prefix for the Hitpa‟el perfect 

הִַַ֣֣ .3  is  the prefix for the Hif‟il perfect 

הַַָ֣֣ .4  is the prefix for the Hof‟al perfect 

4) Having identified and isolated all prefixes and suffixes, you should focus on 

the suffixes to determine the person, gender, and number of the form. Recall 

the table of Qal suffixes here: 
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3 m.s  He  

3 c.p 

 
 ו

 

They 3 f.s ה ָ  She 

2 m.s ַָּ֣ת You 2 m.p תֶּם You 

2 f.s ְַּׂ֣ת You 2 f.p תֶּן You 

1 c.s תִּי I 1 c.p נו We 

5) Then reconstruct the verb root from the remaining consonants. In the 

example used in 1) above, the remaining consonants are: שׁמר.  

6) Finally, use the Hebrew lexicon (e.g. BDB) to locate the verb root (e.g. 

 to determine its meaning. It is advisable to use the verbal root in the (שׁמר

3
rd

 person masculine singular Qal perfect form: שָׁמַר.  

7) Translating the sentence: רָה  הַדָבָר שָׁמְׂ  :will be as follows וְׂ

We must note that the verb is the first word in the sentence. 

Isolating the prefixed vav conjunction (ְַׂ֣ו ), and the suffix (ה)ָ, we 

are left with three consonants שׁמר. Using the BDB to locate the 

3
rd

 person masculine singular Qal perfect form, which is שָׁמַר, 

which means he kept; the suffix ָה is 3
rd

 person feminie singular, 

while ְַׂ֣ו is a conjunction. So the full meaning of the sentence 

רָה  הַדָבָר שָׁמְׂ    .”is “and she kept the word וְׂ

4.0  CONCLUSION 

The units discussed the importance of Hebrew lexicon in the work of identifying, 

isolating and determining the meaning of a word in Hebrew. A good understanding 

of the Hebrew verbal forms will facilitate an effective usge of the lexicon in the 

work of translation of Hebrew texts. 

5.0  SUMMARY 

This unit has shown that the first step in translating a word using Hebrew lexicon is 

to identify and isolate all prefixes and suffixes. The remaining consonants, which is 

usually two or three in number is regarded as the root word. It is this form that is 

looked up in the lexicon, paying attention to the gender, number and person of the 

suffixes. 
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6.0  SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 

 Discuss the steps to the location and translation of verbs with the Hebrew 

lexicon. 

7.0  TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

1) Identify the three root consonants in the following perfercts: 

רְתָָּּ .2 הִמְשִילוּ .1 מַּ  שֻׁ

ם .4 נִשְבְרוּ .3 לְתֶּ  מְשַּ

שְנוּ .5 דַּ שְלָּה .6 קָּ  מָּ

תֶּם .7 תַבְׂ תִּי .8 ךְׂ  פָקַדְׂ

תֶּם .9 לָקַחְׂ מָלַך .10 וְׂ  וְׂ
 

8.0  VOCABULARY 

 

 He (it) burned בָעַר He went, walked הָלַךְ

 He mixed, confounded בָלַל He sought, inquired דָרַשׁ

 He was strong, mighty, he גָבַר

prevailed 

 He ate אָכַל

 He chose בָחַר He stole גָנַב

 He trusted בָטַח He tested, tried, examined בָחַן

9.0  REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

Inflection is a change in the form of a word (typically the ending) to express a 

grammatical function or attribute such as tense, mood and person. In Hebrew verbs, 

there are two main inflections: Perfect and Imperfect. Perfect inflection is used to 

reflect a completed action, which is somehow similar to simple past tense in English 

grammar. While imperfect inflection reflects an incomplete action, otherwise future or 

continuing tense in English. This unit will focus on qal perfect inflection. 

2.0 OBJECTIVE 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Understand the basic grammar of the qal verbal stem in expressing a simple 

past or completed action. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular verbs) 

Example 1 

Singular Plural 
Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 m.s ךָתַב He wrote  

3 c.p 

 

בו  ךָתְׂ
 

They wrote 3 f.s בָה  She wrote ךָתְׂ

2 m.s ַָּ֣ת תֶּם You wrote 2 m.p ךָתַבְׂ תַבְׂ  You wrote ךְׂ

2 f.s ְַּׂ֣ת תֶּן You wrote 2 f.p ךָתַבְׂ תַבְׂ  You wrote ךְׂ

1 c.s תִּי נו I wrote 1 c.p ךָתַבְׂ  We wrote ךָתַבְׂ

Example 2 

Singular Plural 
Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 m.s שָׁמַר He kept  

3 c.p 

 

רו  שָׁמְׂ
 

They kept 3 f.s רָה  She kept שָׁמְׂ

2 m.s ַָּ֣ת תֶּם You kept 2 m.p שָׁמַרְׂ מַרְׂ  You kept שְׁׂ
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2 f.s ְַּׂ֣ת תֶּן You kept 2 f.p שָׁמַרְׂ מַרְׂ  You kept שְׁׂ

1 c.s שָׁמַרתִּי I kept 1 c.p נו  We kept שָׁמַרְׂ

Note: 

i. The suffixes for the Qal perfect are as follows: 

3 m.s  He  

3 c.p 

 

 ו
 

They 
3 f.s ה ָ She 

2 m.s ַָּ֣ת You 2 m.p תֶּם You 

2 f.s ְַּׂ֣ת You 2 f.p תֶּן You 

1 c.s תִּי I 1 c.p נו We 

The abbreviations ‘c’ indicates a common gender, one that covers both masculine 
and feminine subjects; ‘ms’ = masculine singular; ‘fs’ = feminine singular; ‘mp’ = 
masculine plural; ‘fp’ = feminine singular. The number ‘3’, ‘2’, ‘1’ indicate whether 
it is third, second or first persons. 

ii. The standard table of Hebrew verbs usually begins with the 3ms (as ךָתַב, 

 since this is the simplest form of the verb and conveniently serves as ,(שָׁמַר

the basis for others. 

iii. The persons of the perfect are formed by taking the stem of the verb (3ms) 

 ,and appending the suffixes to denote the person ,(שׁמר ,כתב) שָׁמַר or ,ךָתַב

gender and number. 

iv. Note the changes of pointing as the inflection progresses from 3ms to other 
forms. 

v. There is agreement in person, gender, and number between Hebrew verbs 
and their subjects. 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit discussed the qal perfect inflection of the strong or regular verbs. The 

suffixes for qal perfect represent the letters attached at the end of verb-stems that 

expresses different grammatical function in terms of gender and number. The student 

should study carefully the suffixes, which maintains the same order in all regular 

verbs. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

The table below reviews the full qal perfection of full verbs in Hebrew: 
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3 m.s  He  

3 c.p 

 

 ו
 

They 
3 f.s ה ָ  She 

2 m.s ַָּ֣ת You 2 m.p תֶּם You 

2 f.s ְַּׂ֣ת You 2 f.p תֶּן You 

1 c.s תִּי I 1 c.p נו We 

 

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

 Write the Qal Perfect Inflection of שָׁכַב, he lay down; ְמָלַך he reigned; 

and נָפַל, he fell. 

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

1. Translate the following words to Hebrew: 

1. He created the man 2. You ate the fruit  

3. I revived the son 4. We will write the book 

5. She will remember the king 
and the horse. 

6. They knew the city and Judah 

7. They (m) will rule the earth 8. You will rule in the earth 

9. We ruled for Jerusalem 10. They (f) sent the son to the house. 

2. Give a rough translation of the following in English 

בָרָאַ֣אֱלֹהִיםַ֣אֵתַ֣הַשָמַיִםַ֣ .1 (Gen.1:1) 

לַחֹשֶׁךְַ֣קָרָאַ֣לַ ַ֣ .2 לָהוְׂ יְׂ  (Gen.1:5) 

לָהַ֣ .3 מִןֽהַשָמַיִםאֱלֹהִיםַ֣נָפְׂ  (Job 1:16) 

רִיתַ֣אֱלֹהִים .4 רוַ֣בְׂ  (Ps.78:10) שָׁמְׂ

רוַ֣אָמֵן .5  Deut (27:15)) הָעָםַ֣אָמְׂ

הָאָדָםַ֣יָדַע .6  (Gen.4:1) וְׂ

(*Note: Do the translation first before checking it out from the Bible 

passage in the parenthesis) 

8.0 VOCABULARY 
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 he, it was הָיָה  .he ruled 6 מָשַׁל  .1

 he commanded צָוָה  .he, it lived 7 חָיָה  .2

 he revived, was refreshed רָוַה  .he waited, hoped 8 קָוָה  .3

 he wrote ךָתַב  .he kept 9 שָׁמַר  .4

 he said אָמַר  .he ate 10 אָכַל  .5

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

We have noted earlier that Perfect inflection is used to reflect a completed action, 

which is somehow similar to simple past tense in English grammar; while Imperfect 

inflection reflects an incomplete action, otherwise future or continuing tense in 

English. This unit will focus on Qal Imperfect inflection. One of the distinguishing 

marks of the Imperfect Inflection is the use of prefixes, which is not common with 

Perfects, which uses more of suffixes. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:  

 Identify and isolate prefixes and suffixes from Hebrew imperfect verbs 

 Distinguish between perfect and imperfect verbs. 

 Understand the function of imperfect verb inflections in Hebrew. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Qal Imperfect Inflection 

Our basis for the formation of Qal Imperfect Inflection is the use of Qal Perfect 

inflection form in the third person singular masculine verbal form. Example: ַָ֣תַבך  
(He wrote). This implies that Qal imperfect will be formed using the similar word in 

the perfect. ךָתַב 
The table below shows the prefixes and suffixes in the Qal imperfect of the regular or 

strong verb 
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Example 1:  ךָתַב (he wrote) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person  Hebrew English 

3 ms תֹּב בו He shall write 3 mp יִכְׂ תְּׂ  They shall write יִכְׂ

3 fs תֹּב נָה She shall write 3 fp תִּכְׂ תֹּבְׂ  They (f) shall write תִּכְׂ

2 ms תֹּב בו You shall write 2 mp תִּכְׂ תְּׂ  You shall write תִּכְׂ

2 fs בִי תְּׂ נָה You (f) shall write 2 fp תִכְׂ תֹּבְׂ  You (f) shall write תִּכְׂ

1 cs תֹּב תֹּב I shall write 1 cp אֶכְׂ  We shall write נִכְׂ

Example 2: ַַ֣ךמָל  (he reigned) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms לֹך כו He shall reign 3 mp יִמְׂ לְׂ  They (m) shall יִמְׂ

reign 

3 fs לֹך נָה She shall reign 3 fp תִּמְׂ לֹכְׂ  They (f) shall reign תִּמְׂ

2 ms לֹך כו You (m) shall reign 2 mp תִּמְׂ לְׂ  You (m) shall reign תִּמְׂ

2 fs כִי לְׂ נָה You (f) shall reign 2 fp תִּמְׂ לֹכְׂ  You (f) shall reign תִּמְׂ

1 cs לֹך לֹך I shal reign 1 cp אֶמְׂ  We shall reign נִמְׂ

3.2 Important features to note 

1) The singular prefixes for Qal imperfect are yod, three tavs, and „alef 

2) The plural prefixes are yod, three tavs, and nun. 

3) The vowel hireq appears in all the prefixes except in the „alef of        

(1 cs), because „alef is a guttural that requires a s
e
gol rather than a 

hireq. 

4) There is only one suffix in the singular, which is hireq-yod (ִי) found 

in the second person feminine singular. 

5) The plural inflections have suffixes in the first four forms namely: ו, 

 .The first person common plural form (1 cp) has no suffix .נָה ,ו ,נָה

6) The forms for the third person feminine singular and the second 

person masculine singular are identical. The same is true for the third 

person feminine plural and the second person feminine plural. The 
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context will almost always determine how to distinguish between 

these identical forms. 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit has shown that Qal Imperfect inflection is mainly used to express a simple 

future action or an action which has not been completed or has been repeated. This 

early understanding of the Qal imperfect is preparatory to understanding other 

meanings of the imperfect verbs in Hebrew, which the student will be acquainted with 

in due course. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Qal Imperfect inflection of 

Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below: 

Singular Plural 

3ms _ _ _ ִַ֣3  י mp יִַ֣ _ _ _ ו   

3 fs _ _ _ ִַּ֣3 תfp תִַּ֣ _ _ _ נָה  

2 ms _ _ _ ִַּ֣2 ת mp  תִַּ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs ִ2 תִַּ֣ _  _י fp תִַּ֣ _ _ _ נָה  

1 cs _ _ _ ֶַ֣1 א cp  _ _ _ ִַ֣נ  

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

 Without looking at the examples in the study manual, write the full Qal 

Imperfect inflection of ךָתַב (he wrote), and ְמָלַך (he reigned), translating each 

of the forms. 

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

Inflect and translate the following strong verbs to full Qal Imperfect inflection: 

זָכַרַ֣ .1  he remembered 

שָׁמַלַ֣ .2  he kept 

שָׁפַטַ֣ .3  he judged 

שָׁבַתַ֣ .4  he rested 

מָשַׁלַ֣ .5  he ruled 
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8.0 VOCABULARY 

 He uncovered, revealed גָלָה He redeemed גָאַל

 ,He dealt generously with גָמַל Redeemer גוֹאֵל

repaid 

 ,He diminished, restrained גָרַע He was high, proud גָבַה

withdrew 

 He was strong, mighty, he גָבַר

prevailed 

 He drove out, cast out גָרַשׁ

 He rebuked גָעַר He hewed down גָדַע

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The different verbal stems in Hebrew represent the different tenses, moods and 

expressions found in the language or the functions performed by Hebrew verbs, which 

do not exactly follow the pattern of English verbal inflections. Recall the study on the 

study of general characteristics of Hebrew verbs. The verbal stems are Qal, Nif„al, 

Pi„el, Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il, and Hof„al. Earlier, we studied the verb: Qal, which 

forms the basis for the inflection of other verb stems. This unit will study Nif„al, Pi„el, 

Pu„al Hitpa„el, Hif„il, and Hof„al verbs stems. The key to mastering all other 

inflections of Hebrew verbs is mastering the Qal perfect inflection of the strong verb. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Translate the perfect forms of Nif„al, Pi„el, and Pu„al verbs. 

 Translate the perfect forms of Hitpa„el, Hif„il, and Hof„al verbs stems. 

 Identify the functions of these verb stems 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Nif„al Perfect Inflection 
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The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Nif„al perfect inflections of 

Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below: 

ַ֣Nif„al Perfect Inflection עַל  נִפְׂ

Qal perfect form מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms שַׁל לו He was ruled 3 cp נִמְׂ שְׁׂ  They were ruled נִמְׂ

3 fs לָה שְׁׂ     She was ruled נִמְׂ

2 ms ַָּ֣ת שַׁלְׂ תֶּם You were ruled 2 mp נִמְׂ שַׁלְׂ  You were ruled נִמְׂ

2 fs ְַּׂ֣ת שַׁלְׂ תֶּן You were ruled 2 fp נִמְׂ שַׁלְׂ  You were ruled נִמְׂ

1 cs תִּי שַׁלְׂ נו I was ruled 1 cp נִמְׂ שַׁלְׂ  We were ruled נִמְׂ

Note: 

1) The Nif„al functions as the simple passive, in contrast to Qal, which 

functions as the simple active. 

2) The Nif„al perfect third masculine singular form has the same vowels as 

found in the name of the stem (עַל שַׁל – נִפְׂ   .( נִמְׂ

3) The prefix נ combines with the first root consonant to form a closed 

syllable (e.g. ְַׂ֣נִמ) and this continues unchanged throughout the Nif„al 

perfect inflection of מָשַׁל 

4) In all respects Nif„al forms are identical to Qal perfect forms. 

 

3.2 Pi„el Perfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pi„el perfect inflections of 

Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below: 

Pi„el Perfect Inflection פִעֵל 

Qal perfect form מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms מִשֵל He ruled (with force) 3 cp לו  They ruled (with force) מִשְׂ

3 fs לָה     She ruled (with force) מִשְׂ
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2 ms ַָּ֣ת תֶּם You ruled (with force) 2 mp מִשַלְׂ  You ruled (with force) מִשַלְׂ

2 fs ְַּׂ֣ת תֶּן You ruled (with force) 2 fp מִשַלְׂ  You ruled (with force) מִשַלְׂ

1 cs תִּי נו ruled (with force) 1 cp מִשַלְׂ  We ruled (with force) מִשַלְׂ

Note:  

1) Pi„el is an intensive active stem, which is causative in nature (e.g. מִשֵל he 

ruled with force). 

2) The middle consonant of the verb root is doubled as in מִשֵל. 

3) Shares the doubling of middle consonant in common with Pu„al and 

Hitpa„el. 

4) Pi„el has no prefix in the perfect, just like Qal and Pu„al. 

 

3.3 Pu„al Perfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pu„al perfect inflection of 

Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

Pu„al Perfect Inflection ַֺ֣לעַַ֣פ  

Qal perfect form מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms מֺשַל He was ruled (with force) 3 cp לו  They were ruled (with מֺשְׂ

force) 

3 fs לָה     She was ruled (with force) מֺשְׂ

2 ms ַָּ֣ת  You were ruled (with מֺשַלְׂ

force) 
2 mp תֶּם  You were ruled (with מֺשַלְׂ

force) 

2 fs ְַּׂ֣ת  You were ruled (with מֺשַלְׂ

force) 
2 fp תֶּן  You were ruled (with מֺשַלְׂ

force) 

1 cs תִּי נו I was ruled (with force) 1 cp מֺשַלְׂ  We were ruled (with מֺשַלְׂ

force) 

Note: 

1) Pu„al is the intensive passive of Pi„el. 

2) It has no prefix in the perfect. 

3) Qibbuts appears under the first root consonant in all forms of the Pu„al 

perfect. 

4) The middle root consonant is doubled as in מֺשַל 

5) Pu„al perfect is patterned after the Qal perfect 
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3.4 Hitpa„el Perfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hitpa„el perfect inflection 

of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

Hitpa„el Perfect Inflection פַעֵל  הִתְׂ

Qal perfect form ַָ֣שַׁלמ  (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms מַשֵל לו He ruled himself 3 cp הִתְׂ מַשְׂ  They ruled themselves הִתְׂ

3 fs לָה מַשְׂ     She ruled herself הִתְׂ

2 ms ַָּ֣ת מַשַלְׂ תֶּם You ruled yourself 2 mp הִתְׂ מַשַלְׂ  You ruled yorself הִתְׂ

2 fs ְַּׂ֣ת מַשַלְׂ תֶּן You ruled yourself 2 fp הִתְׂ מַשַלְׂ  You ruled yourself הִתְׂ

1 cs תִּי מַשַלְׂ נו ruled myself 1 cp הִתְׂ מַשַלְׂ  We ruled ourselves הִתְׂ

Note: 

1) Hitpa„el verb forms normally express a reflexive action, that is an action 

performed by the subject upon himself/herself. 

2) All Hitpa„el perfect froms are prefixed with ְַׂ֣הִת which is a closed 

syllable. 

3) The patach under the first root consonant of the third masculine singular 

form is continued in all other forms of the Hitpa„el. 

4) The middle root consonant is doubled in all Hitpa„el forms. 

 

3.5 Hif„il Perfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hif„il perfect inflection of 

Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below: 

Hif„il Perfect Inflection עִיל  הִפְׂ

Qal perfect form מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms שִׁיל שַׁילו He caused to rule 3 cp הִמְׂ  They caused to rule הִמְׂ

3 fs שִׁילָה     She caused to rule הִמְׂ

2 ms ַָּ֣ת שַׁלְׂ תֶּם You caused to rule 2 mp הִמְׂ שַׁלְׂ  You caused to rule הִמְׂ
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2 fs ְַּׂ֣ת שַׁלְׂ תֶּן You caused to rule 2 fp הִמְׂ שַׁלְׂ  You caused to rule הִמְׂ

1 cs תִּי שַׁלְׂ נו I caused to rule 1 cp הִמְׂ שַׁלְׂ  We caused to rule הִמְׂ

Note: 

1) Hif„il verbs normally serve as the causative active of the Qal. 

2) The Hif„il stem is prefixed with ִַ֣ה throughout the perfect inflection. 

3) Hif„il  perfects are patterned after Qal perfects 

 

3.6 Hof„al Perfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hof„al perfect inflection of 

Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

Hof„al Perfect Inflection ַָ֣עַַ֣ה לפְׂ  

Qal perfect form מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms שַׁל לו He was caused to rule 3 cp הָמְׂ שְׁׂ  They were caused to rule הָמְׂ

3 fs לָה שְׁׂ     She was caused to rule הָמְׂ

2 ms ַָּ֣ת שַׁלְׂ תֶּם You were caused to rule 2 mp הָמְׂ שַׁלְׂ  You  were caused to rule הָמְׂ

2 fs ְַּׂ֣ת שַׁלְׂ תֶּן You were caused to rule 2 fp הָמְׂ שַׁלְׂ  You were caused to rule הָמְׂ

1 cs תִּי שַׁלְׂ נו I was caused to rule 1 cp הָמְׂ שַׁלְׂ  We were caused to rule הָמְׂ

Note: 

1) Hof„al is the passive of Hif„il . 

2) All Hof„al perfects are prefixed with ַָ֣ה 

3) In all other respects, Hof„al perfects are patterned after Qal 

perfects. 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit discussed other Hebrew perfect stems apart from Qal, namely: Nif„al, Pi„el 

and Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il and Hof„al. Whereas Nif„al functions as a simple passive, 

Pi„el and Pu„al function as intensive active, and intensive passive respectively. 

Hitpa„el functions as a reflexive action, Hif„il function as causative active, while 
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Hof„al functions as causative passive. The basis for forming the perfect inflection of 

the remaining verb stems is the Qal perfect third person masculine singular.  

5.0 SUMMARY 

The tables below summarize our study of Nif„al, Pi„el, Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il and 

Hof„al perfect verbs. Please note the prefixes and suffixes: 

1) Nifal Perfect Inflection עַל  נִפְׂ

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ִַ֣3  נ cp נִַ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs נִַ֣ _ _ָ ה      

2 ms ַָּ֣2  נִַ֣ _ _ _ ת mp נִַ֣ _ _ _ תֶּם  

2 fs ְַּׂ֣2  נִַ֣ _ _ _ ת fp נִַ֣ _ _ _ תֶּן  

1 cs 1  נִַ֣ _ _ _ תִּי cp נִַ֣ _ _ _ נו  

2) Pi„el Perfect Inflection פִעֵל 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _   3 cp ו _ _ _   

3 fs ה ָ_ _       

2 ms ַָּ֣2   _ _ _ ת mp תֶּם _ _ _   

2 fs ְַּׂ֣2   _ _ _ ת fp תֶּן _ _ _   

1 cs 1   _ _ _ תִּי cp נו _ _ _   

3) Pu„al Perfect Inflection Inflection פֺעַל 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _   3 cp ו _ _ _   

3 fs ה ָ_ _       

2 ms ַָּ֣2   _ _ _ ת mp תֶּם _ _ _   

2 fs ְַּׂ֣2   _ _ _ ת fp תֶּן _ _ _   

1 cs 1   _ _ _ תִּי cp נו _ _ _   
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4) Hitpa„el Perfect Inflection פַעֵל  הִתְׂ

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ְַׂ֣3  הִת cp הִתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs הִתְַׂ֣ _ _ָ ה      

2 ms ַָּ֣2  הִתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ת mp הִתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ תֶּם  

2 fs ְַּׂ֣2  הִתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ת fp הִתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ תֶּן  

1 cs 1  הִתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ תִּי cp הִתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ נו  

5) Hif„il  Perfect Inflection עִיל  הִפְׂ

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ִַ֣3  ה cp הִַ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs הִַ֣ _ _ ָה      

2 ms ַָּ֣2  הִַ֣ _ _ _ ת mp הִַ֣ _ _ _ תֶּם  

2 fs ְַּׂ֣2  הִַ֣ _ _ _ ת fp הִַ֣ _ _ _ תֶּן  

1 cs 1  הִַ֣ _ _ _ תִּי cp הִַ֣ _ _ _ נו  

6) Hof„al Perfect Inflection עַל  הָפְׂ

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ַָ֣3  ה cp הַָ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs הַָ֣ _ _ ָה      

2 ms ַָּ֣2  הַָ֣ _ _ _ ת mp הַָ֣ _ _ _ תֶּם  

2 fs ְַּׂ֣2  הַָ֣ _ _ _ ת fp הַָ֣ _ _ _ תֶּן  

1 cs 1  הַָ֣ _ _ _ תִּי cp הַָ֣ _ _ _ נו  

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

 Write the full perfect inflection of the verb מָשַׁל, (he ruled), in each of the 

following stems, indicating the person, gender, and number of form, without 

looking at the example in the manual. 

(1) Nif„al   (2) Pi„el  (3) Pu„al (4) Hitpa„el   (5) Hif„il   (6) Hof„al 

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 
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a) Indicate the stem to which each of the following perfect belongs. 

Example: מָשַׁל  Qal 

 ___________ בִקֵשׁ (1
תֵּם (2 שַׁלְׂ  ___________ הִכְׂ

מִיד (3 נו (4 ___________ הִשְׁׂ ךַרְׂ  ___________ נִמְׂ
תַָּ֣ (5 תֶּם (6 ___________ לִלַדְׂ  ___________ סֺפַלְׂ
תִּרָה (8 ___________ לֺקַח (7  ___________ נִסְׂ
רו (9 תִּי (10 ___________ דִבְׂ  ___________ שָׁמַעְׂ

b) Indicate the three root consonants in each of the following perfects. 

Example: לו שְׁׂ  משׁל   - נִמְׂ

תִּי (1  ___________ שָׁמַעְׂ
 ___________ לֺקַח (2

רַת (3  ___________ נִכְׂ
נו (4 ךַרְׂ  ___________ נִמְׂ

תַָּ֣ (5  ___________ לִלַדְׂ
תֶּם (6  ___________ סֺפַלְׂ

תִּי (7  ___________ קִדַשְׁׂ
תִּרָה (8  ___________ נִסְׂ

רו (9  ___________ דִבְׂ
לָה (10  ___________ גִדְׂ

8.0 VOCABULARY 

 This זֶה he praised הָלַל

 Gold זָהָב They הֵםַ֣,הֵלָה

 To flow זוב they (f) הֵןַ֣,הֵנָה

 ,He murmured, growled הָמָה

roared 

 Olive-tree זַיִת

 Male זָכָר  ,Sound, murmur, roar הָמוֹן

 Bear (m and f) דֹב He uncovered, revealed גָלָה

 ,He cleaved, clung to דָבַק exile, exiles (f) גוֹלָה

kept close 

  Word דָבָר A heap, wave, billow גַל

בָשׁ He rolled away גָלַל  Honey דְׂ

 Fish דָג Idols גִכולִים
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Whereas Perfect inflection is used to reflect a completed action, Imperfect inflection 

reflects an incomplete action. An earlier unit studied Qal Imperfect inflection. The 

Imperfects of the remaining verb stems will be studied in this unit. The imperfect 

prefixes and suffixes have the same consonants in all stems of the verb. The vowels of 

the suffixes are the same for all stems. However, the vowels of the prefixes differ from 

stem to stem. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:  

 Identify and isolate prefixes and suffixes from Hebrew imperfect verbs 

 Distinguish between perfect and imperfect verbs. 

 Understand the function of imperfect verb inflections in Nif„al, Pi„el and Pu„al. 

 Understand the function of imperfect verb inflections in Hitpa„el, Hif„il and 

Hof„al. 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Nif„al Imperfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Nif„al imperfect inflection 

of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

ַ֣Nif„al Imperfect Inflection עַל  נִפְׂ

Qal perfect form מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms יִלָשֵׁל He shall be ruled 3 mp לו  They shall be ruled יִלָשְׁׂ

3 fs תִּלָשֵׁל She shall be ruled 3 fp נָה  They shall be ruled תִּלָשַׁלְׂ

2 ms תִּלָשֵׁל You shall be ruled 2 mp לו  You shall be ruled תִּלָשְׁׂ

2 fs לִי נָה You shall be ruled 2 fp תִּלָשְׁׂ  You shall be ruled תִּלָשַׁלְׂ

1 cs אֶלָשֵׁל I shall be ruled 1 cp נִלָשֵׁל We shall be ruled 

Note: 

1) The Nif„al imperfect functions as the simple passive action in the future 

time. 

2) The prefix vowel for the Nif„al imperfect is hireq in all forms except first 

person common singular, where it is s
e
gol. 

3) A dagesh forte is placed in the first consonant of the verb root in the Nif„al 

imperfect to compensate for the original ִַ֣נ that dropped out. For instance: 

מָשֵׁל   יִלָשֵׁל has become יִנְׂ

3.2 Pi„el Imperfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pi„el imperfect inflection 

of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

ַ֣Pi„el Imperfect Inflection 

Qal perfect form מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms מַשֵל  He shall rule יְׂ

(intensive) 

3 mp לו מַשְׂ  They shall rule יְׂ

(intensive) 
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3 fs מַשֵל  She shall rule תְּׂ

(intensive) 

3 fp נָה מַשֵלְׂ  They shall rule תְּׂ

(intensive) 

2 ms מַשֵל  You shall rule תְּׂ

(intensive) 

2 mp לו מַשְׂ  You shall rule תְּׂ

(intensive) 

2 fs לִי מַשְׂ  You shall rule תְּׂ

(intensive) 

2 fp נָה מַשֵלְׂ  You shall rule תְּׂ

(intensive) 

1 cs אֲמַשֵל I shall rule 

(intensive) 

1 cp מַשֵל  We shall rule נְׂ

(intensive) 

Note: 

1) Pi„el imperfect may be translated as a simple intensive action in the future 

time. 

2) The two distinguishing characteristics of the Pi„el imperfect are the sheva 

under the first prefixed consonant, and the doubling of the middle consonant 

of the verb root. 

3) The simple sheva in the first prefixed consonant changes to hatef-patach in 

the first person common singular because of the guttural alef. 

3.3 Pu„al Imperfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pu„alimperfect inflection 

of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

ַ֣Pu„al Imperfect Inflection 

Qal perfect form מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms מֺשַל  He shall be ruled יְׂ

(intensive) 

3 mp לו מֺשְׂ  They shall be ruled יְׂ

(intensive) 

3 fs מֺשַל  She shall be ruled תְּׂ

(intensive) 

3 fp נָה מֺשַלְׂ  They shall be ruled תְּׂ

(intensive) 

2 ms מֺשַל  You shall be ruled תְּׂ

(intensive) 

2 mp לו מֺשְׂ  You shall be ruled תְּׂ

(intensive) 

2 fs לִי מֺשְׂ  You shall be ruled תְּׂ

(intensive) 

2 fp נָה מֺשַלְׂ  You shall be ruled תְּׂ

(intensive) 

1 cs אֲמֺשַל I shall be ruled 1 cp מֺשַל  We shall be ruled נְׂ
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(intensive) (intensive) 

Note: 

1) The distinguishing characteristics of the Pu„alimperfect are the 

sheva after the prefix consonant, the qibbuts after the first root 

consonant, and the doubling of the middle root consonant. 

2) The Pu„alimperfect is the passive of the Pi„el imperfect, 

translated as the simple intensive in the future time. 

3.4 Hitpa„el Imperfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hitpa„el imperfect 

inflection of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

ַ֣Hitpa„el imperfect Inflection  

Qal perfect form מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms מַשֵל  He shall rule יִתְׂ

himself 

3 mp לו מַשְׂ  They shall rule יִתְׂ

themselves 

3 fs מַשֵל  She shall rule תִּתְׂ

herself 

3 fp נָה מַשֵלְׂ  They shall rule תִּתְׂ

themselves 

2 ms מַשֵל  You shall rule תִּתְׂ

yourself 

2 mp לו מַשְׂ  You shall rule תִּתְׂ

yourselves 

2 fs לִי מַשְׂ  You shall rule תִּתְׂ

yourself 

2 fp נָה מַשֵלְׂ  You shall rule תִּתְׂ

yourselves 

1 cs מַשֵל מַשֵל I shall rule myself 1 cp אֶתְׂ  We shall rule נִתְׂ

ourselves 

Note: 

1) Hitpa„el imperfect is normally reflexive in meaning, expressing a simple 

action in the active voice. 

2) Hitpa„el imperfect verb has longer prefix (ְָּיִת, תִתְָָּּ , תְָָּּ אֶּ , נִתְָָּּ ), and the 

doubling of the middle consonant of the verb root. 

3.5 Hif„il Imperfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hif„il imperfect inflection 

of Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below: 
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ַ֣Hif„il imperfect Inflection  

Qal perfect form מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms שִׁיל  He shall cause to יַמְׂ

rule 

3 mp שִׁילו  They shall cause יַמְׂ

to rule 

3 fs שִׁיל  She shall cause to תַּמְׂ

rule 

3 fp נָה שֵׁלְׂ  They shall cause תַּמְׂ

to rule 

2 ms שִׁיל  You shall cause to תַּמְׂ

rule 

2 mp שִׁילו  You shall cause to תַּמְׂ

rule 

2 fs שִׁילִי  You shall cause to תַּמְׂ

rule 

2 fp נָה שֵׁלְׂ  You shall cause to תַּמְׂ

rule 

1 cs שִׁיל  I shall cause to אַמְׂ

rule 

1 cp שִׁיל  We shall cause to נַמְׂ

rule 

Note: 

1) The Hif„il imperfect is characterized by patach in the prefix 

syllable and hireq-yod in the second syllable. 

2) The Hif„il imperfect normally serves as the causative of Qal 

imperfect, a simple action in the future time. 

3.6 Hof„al Imperfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hof„al imperfect inflection 

of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

ַ֣Hof„al imperfect Inflection  

Qal perfect form מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms שַׁל  He shall be יָמְׂ

caused to rule 

3 mp לו שְׁׂ  They shall be יָמְׂ

caused to rule 

3 fs שַׁל  She shall be תָּמְׂ

caused to rule 

3 fp נָה שַׁלְׂ  They shall be תָּמְׂ

caused to rule 

2 ms שַׁל  You shall be תָּמְׂ

caused to rule 

2 mp לו שְׁׂ  You shall be תָּמְׂ

caused to rule 
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2 fs לִי שְׁׂ  You shall be תָּמְׂ

caused to rule 

2 fp נָה שַׁלְׂ  You shall be תָּמְׂ

caused to rule 

1 cs שַׁל  I shall be caused אָמְׂ

to rule 

1 cp שַׁל  We shall be נָמְׂ

caused to rule 

Note: 

1) The Hof„al imperfect is the passive of the Hif„il imperfect, that is 

a causative passive in the future time. 

2) The distinguishing characteristics of the Hof„al imperfect are 

qamets-chatuf as the prefix vowel and patach as the vowel 

between the second and third consonants of the verb root. 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit discussed other Hebrew imperfect stems apart from Qal, namely: Nif„al, 

Pi„el, Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il and Hof„al. Whereas Nif„al functions as a simple passive 

in the future time, Pi„el and Pu„al function as future intensive active, and future 

intensive passive respectively. Hitpa„el functions as a reflexive in the future time, 

Hif„il, as future causative active, and Hof„al function, as future causative passive. The 

basis for forming the perfect inflection of the remaining verb stems is the Qal perfect 

third person masculine singular. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

The tables below summarize our study of Nif„al, Pi„el, Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il and 

Hof„al imperfect verbs. Please note the prefixes and suffixes: 

1) Nif„al Imperfect Inflection  

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ִַ֣3  י mp יִַ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs _ _ _ ִַּ֣3   ת fp  ה ָ   תִַּ֣ _ _ _

2 ms _ _ _ ִַּ֣2  ת mp תִַּ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs ִ2  תִַּ֣ _ _ י fp תִַּ֣ _ _ _ָ ה  

1 cs  _ _ _ ֶַ֣1  א cp  _ _ _ ִַ֣נ  

 

2) Pi„el Imperfect Inflection  
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Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ְַׂ֣3  י mp יְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs _ _ _ ְַּׂ֣3   ת fp  ה ָ   תְַּׂ֣ _ _ _

2 ms _ _ _ ְַּׂ֣2  ת mp תְַּׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs ִ2  תְַּׂ֣ _ _ י fp תְַּׂ֣ _ _ _ָ ה  

1 cs  _ _ _ ֲַ֣1  א cp  _ _ _ ְַׂ֣נ  

3) Pu„alImperfect Inflection 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ְַׂ֣3  י mp יְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs _ _ _ ְַּׂ֣3   ת fp  ה ָ   תְַּׂ֣ _ _ _

2 ms _ _ _ ְַּׂ֣2  ת mp תְַּׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs ִ2  תְַּׂ֣ _ _ י fp תְַּׂ֣ _ _ _ָ ה  

1 cs  _ _ _ ֲַ֣1  א cp  _ _ _ ְַׂ֣נ  

4) Hitpa„el Imperfect Inflection 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ְַׂ֣3  יִת mp יִתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs _ _ _ ְַׂ֣3   תִּת fp  ה ָ   תִּתְַׂ֣ _ _ _

2 ms _ _ _ ְַׂ֣2  תִּת mp תִּתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs ִ2  תִּתְַׂ֣ _ _ י fp תִּתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ָ ה  

1 cs  _ _ _ ְַׂ֣1  אֶת cp  _ _ _ ְַׂ֣נִת  

5) Hif„il  Imperfect Inflection 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ַַ֣3  י mp יַַ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs _ _ _ ַַּ֣3   ת fp  ה ָ   תַַּ֣ _ _ _

2 ms _ _ _ ַַּ֣2  ת mp תַַּ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs ִ2  תַַּ֣ _ _ י fp תַַּ֣ _ _ _ָ ה  

1 cs  _ _ _ ַַ֣1  א cp  _ _ _ ַַ֣נ  
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6) Hof„al Imperfect Inflection 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ַָ֣3  י mp יַָ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs _ _ _ ַָּ֣3   ת fp  ה ָ   תַָּ֣ _ _ _

2 ms _ _ _ ַָּ֣2  ת mp תַָּ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs ִ2  תַָּ֣ _ _ י fp תַָּ֣ _ _ _ָ ה  

1 cs  _ _ _ ַָ֣1  א cp  _ _ _ ַָ֣נ  

5.0  SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

 Without looking at the course manual, write the following inflections, and 

translate them: 

1) Nif„al Imperfect of מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

2) Pi„el imperfect of מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

3) Pu„alimperfect of מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

4) Hitpa„el Imperfect of מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

5) Hif„il  imperfect of מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

6) Hof„al imperfect of מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

Write the following inflections and translate them: 

1. Nif„al imperfect of קָבַר (he buried) 

2. Pi„el imperfect of ךָתַב (he wrote) 

3. Pu„alimperfect ofַ֣ סָתַר (he hid) 

4. Hitpa„el imperfect of מָלַך (he reigned) 

5. Hif„il  imperfect of זָכַר (he remembered) 

6. Hof„al imperfect ofַ֣ ׁקָדַש (he consecrated) 

7.0 VOCABULARY 

 Glory ךָבוֹד He dipped טָבַל

 Lamb כֶבֶש He sank down טָבַע

 He subdued ךָבַשׁ He slaughtered טָבַח

 Priest ךֹהֵן good (adj) טוֹב
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 Star ךוֹכָב He was unclean טָמֵא

 cup (f) ךוֹס He hid, concealed טָמַן

 He lied, was a liar ךָזַב He tasted, perceived טָעַם

אֵב  old (adj) זָקֵן Wolf זְׂ

 A stranger, foreigner זָר this (f) זאֹת

 He scattered, fanned, winnowed זָרָה He sacrificed, slew זָבַח

  ,He arose, came forth זָרַח Sacrifice זֶבַח

 ,insolent (adj) זֵד

presumptuous 

 He sowed זָרַע

 ,Insolence זָדוֹן

presumptuousness 

 Seed, offspring זֶרַע

8.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Pronominal suffixes were originally independent personal pronouns that became 

attached to the noun or preposition they followed. When appearing on nouns, they are 

possessive; example: his book. When appearing on prepositions or the definite direct 

object marker, they are objective; example: to him. When attached to verbs, they 

normally serve as direct objects of the verb; when attached to particles, they may 

express a variety of relationships, depending on the function of the particles. This unit 

studies the functions of the pronominal suffixes with prepositions, and verbs. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Mark out the direct objects of verbs and prepositions. 

 Identify possessive nouns 

 Define other functions of pronominal suffixes. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Pronominal suffixes with Prepositions 

The normal pronominal suffixes for the inseparable prepositions ְַׂ֣ב and ְַׂ֣כ are as 

follows (ְַׂ֣ך is irregular): 
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Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ֹו_ Him 3 mp ָהֶם_ them 

3 fs ה_ָ Her 3 fp ָהֶן_ them 

2 ms ְָׂך_ You 2 mp כֶם_ָ you 

2 fs ְָך_ You 2 fp כֶן_ָ you 

1 cs ִי_ Me 1 cp ָנו_ us 

Example: ְַׂ֣ב (in, by, with) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ֹבו with him 3 mp בָהֶם with them 

3 fs בָה with her 3 fp בָהֶן with them 

2 ms ָך  with you בָכֶם with you 2 mp בְׂ

2 fs ְבָך with you 2 fp בָכֶן with you 

1 cs בִי with me 1 cp בָנו with us 

3.2 Pronominal suffixes with perfect verbs 

Pronominal suffixes attached to the verb may expressed in two ways: (1) it may be 

joined to אֵת, the sign of the direct object, and placed either before or after the verb; 

(2) it may be joined directly to the end of the verb to which it serves as object. 

 The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in vowels are the same for all 

stems of the verb; as in: 

 

 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ַ֣ו,הו _ Him 3 mp ַ֣םַ֣,הֶם _ them 

3 fs ַָ֣ה_ Her 3 fp ן_ them 



  

 

75 

2 ms ָך_ You 2 mp כֶם_ you 

2 fs ְך_ You 2 fp כֶן_ you 

1 cs נִי_ Me 1 cp נו_ us 

Example: לו  (they ruled) מָשְׁׂ

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ְַׂ֣הוַ֣לושַָׁ֣מ  they ruled him 3 mp ְַׂ֣םלושַָׁ֣מ  they ruled them 

3 fs ְַׂ֣הַָ֣לושַָׁ֣מ  they ruled her 3 fp ְַׂ֣ןלושַָׁ֣מ  they ruled them 

2 ms ְַׂ֣ךָלושַָׁ֣מ  they ruled you 2 mp ְַׂ֣כֶםלושַָׁ֣מ  they ruled you 

2 fs ְַׂ֣ךְלושַָׁ֣מ  they ruled you 2 fp ְַׂ֣כֶןלושַָׁ֣מ  they ruled you 

1 cs ְַׂ֣נִילושַָׁ֣מ  they ruled me 1 cp ְַׂ֣נולושַָׁ֣מ  they ruled us 

 The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in consonants are also the same 

for all stems of the verb; as in: 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ַ֣וֹ,ָהו _ Him 3 mp ַַָ֣֣ם_ them 

3 fs ה_ָ Her 3 fp ָן_ them 

2 ms ְָׂך_ You 2 mp ְׂכֶם_ you 

2 fs ְֶך_ You 2 fp ְׂכֶן_ you 

1 cs ַנִי_ Me 1 cp ָנו_ us 

Example: ַָ֣לשַַׁ֣מ  (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ְַׂ֣וֹלשַָׁ֣מ  he ruled him 3 mp ְַׂ֣םַַ֣֣לַָ֣שַָׁ֣מ  he ruled them 

3 fs ְַׂ֣הלַָ֣שַָׁ֣מ  he ruled her 3 fp ְַׂ֣ןלַָ֣שַָׁ֣מ  he ruled them 

2 ms ְַׂ֣ךָלְַׂ֣שַָׁ֣מ  he ruled you 2 mp ְַׂ֣כֶםלְַׂ֣שַָׁ֣מ  he ruled you 

2 fs ְַׂ֣ךְלֵַ֣שַָׁ֣מ  he ruled you 2 fp ְַׂ֣כֶןלְַׂ֣שַָׁ֣מ  he ruled you 
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1 cs ְַׂ֣נִילַַ֣שַָׁ֣מ  he ruled me 1 cp ְַׂ֣נולַָ֣שַָׁ֣מ  he ruled us 

3.3 Pronominal suffixes with imperfect verbs 

 The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in vowels are the same as 

those of perfects ending in vowels for all stems of the verb; as in: 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ַ֣ו,הו _ Him 3 mp ם_ them 

3 fs ַָ֣ה_ Her 3 fp ן_ them 

2 ms ָך_ You 2 mp כֶם_ you 

2 fs ְך_ You 2 fp כֶן_ you 

1 cs נִי_ Me 1 cp נו_ us 

Example: ִַ֣לומְַׂ֣י שְׁׂ  (they will rule) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ִַ֣הוַ֣לושְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule him 3 mp ִַ֣םלושְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule them 

3 fs ִַ֣הַָ֣לושְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule her 3 fp ִַ֣ןלושְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule them 

2 ms ִַ֣ךָלושְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule you 2 mp ִַ֣כֶםלושְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule you 

2 fs ִַ֣ךְלושְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule you 2 fp ִַ֣כֶןלושְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule you 

1 cs ִַ֣נִילושְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule me 1 cp ִַ֣נולושְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule us 

 The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in consonants are also the 

same for all stems of the verb; as in: 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ֵַ֣הו_ Him 3 mp ֵַַ֣֣ם_ them 

3 fs ַ֣הַָ֣ ,ָה ֶ _ Her 3 fp ֵן_ them 

2 ms ְָׂך_ You 2 mp ְׂכֶם_ you 

2 fs ְֵך_ You 2 fp ְׂכֶן_ you 
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1 cs ֵנִי_ Me 1 cp ֵנו_ us 

Example: ִַ֣לשַֹׁ֣מְַׂ֣י  (he will rule) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ִַ֣הולֵַ֣שְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule him 3 mp ִַ֣םַַ֣֣לֵַ֣שְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule them 

3 fs ִַ֣הַָ֣לֶַ֣שְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule her 3 fp ִַ֣ןלֵַ֣שְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule them 

2 ms ִַ֣ךָלְַׂ֣שַָׁ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule you 2 mp ִַ֣כֶםלְַׂ֣שַָׁ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule you 

2 fs ִַ֣ךְלֵַ֣שְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule you 2 fp ִַ֣כֶןלְַׂ֣שַָׁ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule you 

1 cs ִַ֣נִילֵַ֣שְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule me 1 cp ִַ֣נולֵַ֣שְַׁׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule us 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit studied pronominal suffixes in relation to prepositions and perfect and 

imperfect verbs. Even though it did not cover all the aspects to include nouns and 

particles, what is represented is able to prepare the student for a remarkable progress in 

Hebrew Grammar. The student is encouraged to seek for further studies in this subject. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

1) The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in vowels are the same for 

all stems of the verb. 

2) The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in consonants are also the 

same for all stems of the verb. 

3) The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in vowels are the same 

as those of perfects ending in vowels for all stems of the verb. 

4) The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in consonants are also 

the same for all stems of the verb. 

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

 Without looking at the manual, provide a full prominal suffixes and translation 

for the following prepositions: 

(a) ְַׂ֣ב (in, by, with) 

(b) ְַׂ֣ל (to, for) 

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

Provide a full prominal suffixes and translation for the following verbs: 
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רו .1 ךְׂ שַׁלְַׂ֣ .2 (to remember) יִזְׂ תֶּממְׂ  (to rule) 

מֹר .3 בו .4 (to keep) יִשְׁׂ תְּׂ  (to write) תִּכְׂ

כו .6 (to give) נָתַן .5  (to reign) מָלְׂ

8.0 VOCABULARY 

 He asked שָׁאַל Head ראֹשׁ

 Rod, staff, sceptre שֵׁבֶט beginning, chief (f) רֵאשִׁית

 Sabbath שַׁבָת many, much, great (adj) רַב

א Multitude, abundance רֹב  Emptiness, vanity שָׁוְׂ

 Judge שׁוֹפֵט Foot (f) רֶגֶל

 Dawn שָׁחַט Seer, prophet רוֹאֶה

 A song שִׁיר Spirit, wind (f) רוהַַ֣

 Peace שָׁלוֹם Shepherd רוֹעֶה

 He sent שָׁלַח Breadth, width רֹחַב

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The term “Imperative” as a grammatical construction is an act of giving a command, 

advice, instruction or communicating a request. In Hebrew, imperatives are used in the 

second person forms only whether masculine or feminine, singular or plural. Hebrew 

Imperatives could be used in Qal, Nifal, Piel, Hitpael and Hifil, but not in the Pual or 

Hofal stems, since the later are always passive in meaning. This unit discusses Hebrew 

Imperatives in the Qal, Nifal, Piel, Hitpael and Hifil verb stems. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Get acquainted with words of command or request in Hebrew. 

 Understand the different functions of Hebrew verb stems in connection with 

imperatives. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT  

3.1 QAL IMPERATIVE 

The Qal Imperative is generally used to express a direct command, and may be 

described as a shortened form of the Qal Imperfect second person masculine or 

feminine (singular or plural).  
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Example: Qal Perfect ךָתַב   Qal Imperfect תֹּב  תִּכְׂ
Qal Imperative Singular Qal Imperative Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person  Hebrew English 

2 ms ְַׂ֣בתַֹ֣ך  You write 2 mp ִַ֣ובתְַׂ֣ך  You write 

2 fs ִַ֣בִיך תְּׂ  You write 2 fp נָה תֹּבְׂ  You write כְׂ

3.2 NIFAL IMPERATIVE 

The Nifal Imperative follow the imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and 2fp. The 

person, gender, number indicator (ּת) is replaced with (ה). 

Example: Qal Perfect ךָתַב   Qal Imperfect תֹּבַ֣ תִּכְׂ  
Nifal Imperative Singular Nifal Imperative Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person  Hebrew English 

2 ms ִַ֣בתֵַ֣ךַָ֣ה  You write 2 mp ִַ֣ובתְַׂ֣ךַָ֣ה  You write 

2 fs ִַ֣בִיךַָ֣ה תְּׂ  You write 2 fp ִַ֣נָהתַַ֣כַָ֣ה בְׂ  You write 

3.3 PIEL IMPERATIVE 

The Piel Imperative follow the imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and 2fp. The person, 

gender, number indicator (ּת) is dropped entirely. 

Example: Qal Perfect ךָתַב   Qal Imperfect תֹּבַ֣ תִּכְׂ  

Piel Imperative Singular Piel Imperative Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person  Hebrew English 

2 ms ַַ֣בתֵַּ֣ך  You write 2 mp ַַ֣ובתְַּׂ֣ך  You write 

2 fs ַַ֣בִיך תְּׂ  You write 2 fp ַַ֣נָהתֵַּ֣ך בְׂ  You write 

3.4 HITPAEL IMPERATIVE 

The Hitpael Nifal Imperative follow the imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and 2fp. 

The person, gender, number indicator (ּת) is replaced with (הת).  

Example: Qal Perfect ךָתַב   Qal Imperfect תֹּבַ֣ תִּכְׂ  
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Hitpael Imperative Singular Hitpael Imperative Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person  Hebrew English 

2 ms ְַׂ֣בתֵַּ֣כַַ֣הִת  You write 2 mp ְַׂ֣בותַַּ֣כַַ֣הִת  You write 

2 fs ְַׂ֣בִיךַַ֣הִת תְּׂ  You write 2 fp ְַׂ֣נָהתֵַּ֣כַַ֣הִת בְׂ  You write 

3.5 HIFIL IMPERATIVE 

The Hifil Imperative follow the Imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and 2fp. The person, 

gender, number indicator (ּת) is replaced with (ה). 

Example: Qal Perfect ךָתַב   Qal Imperfect תֹּבַ֣ תִּכְׂ  
Hifil Imperative Singular Hifil Imperative Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person  Hebrew English 

2 ms ַַ֣בתֵַּ֣כְַׂ֣ה  You write 2 mp ַַ֣בויתִַּ֣כְַׂ֣ה  You write 

2 fs ַַ֣בִיתִַּ֣כְַׂ֣ה  You write 2 fp ַַ֣נָהתֵַּ֣כְַׂ֣ה בְׂ  You write 

3.6 IMPERATIVES: OTHER USES 

1) Prohibitive 

Negative or prohibitive commands are not expressed with imperative verbs, rather, 

Hebrew language allows the use of other ways to express a sense of immediate, 

specific commands by placing ֹלא before a verb in the Imperfect Tense, or אַל is used 

with the jussive. Whereas ֹלא expresses an absolute and categorical prohibition (e.g. 

Ten Commandments), אַל expresses a milder form of the prohibition, more on the 

order of a negative wish or dissuasion. The particle אַל is sometimes used alongside 

the jussive to show greater emphasis. 

Examples: 

נֹב לאֹ  .1  You shall not steal לאַֹ֣תִּגְׂ

תֵּרַ֣פָנֶיךַָ֣מִמֶנִי אַל  .2  Do not hide your face from me אַלֽתַּסְׂ

רָיִם נָא  .3 מִצְׂ רֵנִיַ֣בְׂ בְׂ  Do not bury me in Egypt אַלֽנָאַ֣תִּקְׂ

2) Cohortative 
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Cohortative is used by a speaker to express his own will or determination, intention or 

desire to do a certain action, reflectively, in the first person, thus the Cohortative is 

conjugated for the first person only, both singular and plural, both genders, using the 

same set of affixes. The form of the cohortative is similar to the 1
st
 person Imperfect 

forms, except that cohortatives have a final „h‟ suffix (ה)ָ what is called a “cohortative 

h”. 

Example: 

שִׁי רָהַ֣נַפְׂ  !Oh guard my soul שָׁמְׂ

3) Jussive 

In connection with the imperfect, the jussive is used to express the speaker‟s desire, 

wish, or command. It is frequently accompanied in translation by the modal auxiliaries 

“may” and “let”. The particle נָה is sometimes added after jussives and cohortatives, 

perhaps to make them more emphatic, especially in imperative usages. 

Example: 

טוֽנָאַ֣בֵינִיַ֣ובֵיןַ֣ךַרמִי  Judge, I pray between me and שִׁפְׂ

(between) my vineyard! 
4.0 SUMMARY 

This unit has shown that: 

1. The stem of the imperative is the same in every case as that of the imperfect. 

2. The pure passives Pual and Hofal have no imperatives. 

3. In the inflection of the imperatives, changes vowels undergo some changes. 

Students should identify these changes from the different tables above. 

4. The stem of the imperative receives no preformatives, and its afformatives are 

those of the Imperfect. 

 

 

5.0 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES/TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

1) Write the full imperative inflections for the following verbs in the stems 

indicated: 

Examples: Qal imperative of ךָתַב    

2 ms ְַׂ֣בתַֹ֣ך  You write 2 mp ִַ֣ובתְַׂ֣ך  You write 
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2 fs ִַ֣בִיך תְּׂ  You write 2 fp נָה תֹּבְׂ  You write כְׂ

1. Qal Imperative of מָשַׁל (he ruled) 

2. Nifal imperatives of לָמַד (he learned) 

3. Piel imperative of זָכַר (he remembered) 

4. Hitpael imperative of דָבַק (he cleaved) 

5. Hifil imperative of בָלַל (he confounded) 

2) Translate the following to English: 

שׁוֹ .1 קָדְׂ לוֽאֵלַ֣בְׂ לוַ֣יָהַ֣הַלְׂ  (Answer: Ps. 150:1) הַלְׂ

לוֹםַ֣הָעִיר .2 שׁוַ֣אֶתֽשְׁׂ דִרְׂ  (Answer: Jer. 29:7) וְׂ

שׁוַ֣פָנָיוַ֣תָּמִיד .3  (Answer: Ps. 105:4) בַקְׂ

קֵנִי .4 חַזְׂ רֵנִיַ֣נָאַ֣וְׂ נָאַ֣זָכְׂ  (Answer:ַ֣Jude 16:28) 

נוֹתֵיכֶם .5 נָהַ֣בְׂ  (Answer: Jer. 9:19) לַלֵדְׂ

3) Translate the following to Hebrew: 

1. Keep all the commandments of the LORD (Answer: 1 Chr 

28:8) 

2. And write upon it (Answer: Jere. 36:28) 

3. Seek peace and pursue it (Answer: Ps. 34:15) 

4. Walk through the land and write about it (Answer: Josh 18:8) 

5. Remember, O LORD, what has happened to us (Answer: 

Lam 5:1) 

6.0 VOCABULARY 

הוָה  To cut ךָתַב The LORD יְׂ

 Commandment מִצוֹת Peace שָׁלוֹם

 To walk הָלַך To praise הָלַל

 First, former רֵאשׁ To seek בָקַשׁ

 City עִיר To pursue רָדַף

 ,Holy קָדוֹשׁ

Sanctuary 
 Face פָנֶי
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 To help עָזַר Keep שָׁמַר

 To become רָבָה To strengthen חָזָק

many 

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew) 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The letter ו (and) does not only play the role of conjunction as we had studied earlier, 

but can perform other roles which grammarians refer to as vav consecutive (formerly 

conversive). In this light, the vav conversive or executive seems to convert the 

imperfect into the meaning of the perfect, and the perfect to the meaning of imperfect. 

This unit discusses the different reversing roles played by the letter vav in a verbal 

construction of either perfect or imperfect. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Identify other roles of vav in transforming perfect to imperfect and vice versa. 

 Differentiate between the vav conjunction and vav consecutive. 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 VAV CONSECUTIVE WITH IMPERFECT VERBS 

1) When the vav ו is prefixed to the imperfect form of the verb, it is pointed exactly 

like the definite article, which is - vav, plus patah, plus dagesh forte in the 

following consonant (ַֻ֣ ַו)  As in: 

תֹּב  and he wrote וַטִכְׂ

בתַֹּ֣וָאֶכְַׂ֣   and I wrote 

Note: while י received the dagesh forte (ט) the א could not because it 

is a guttural, rather the preceding vowel was lengthened in 

compensation, hence ( וַַָ֣֣ ). 

2) The Qal imperfect 3
rd

 person masculine singular form of אָמַר, “he said”, without 

vav consecutive; is written יאֹמַר (he will say). However, with vav consecutive, it 

is changed to וַטאֹמֶל translated, “and (then) he said.” This form occurs so 

frequently in the Hebrew Bible that it should be committed to memory. 

3) The dagesh forte may be omitted from a consonant which has only a sheva under it, 

as in: 

הִי  and it was וַיְׂ

3.2 VAV CONSECUTIVE WITH PERFECT VERBS 

1) Vav consecutive retains the pointing of vav conjunction when it is joined to the 

perfect strong verbַ֣ (in fact, it shares its various vocalization - ְַׂ֣וַָ֣ , ו , ו ,) as in: 

 he wrote  ךָתַב

Consecutive form   כָתַב  and he will write   וְׂ

Consecutive form תַבְַׂ֣ו םתֶַּ֣כְׂ  and you will write 

2) It has, however, the effect, in certain verbal forms, of shifting the tone from the 

penult to last syllable, as in: 

תִּי כְׂ   ,I went   הָלַַ֫

Consecutive form י תִַּ֫ לַכְׂ הָּ  and I will go  וְׂ

4.0 SUMMARY 
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In this unit we have seen that perfect and imperfect verbs can take a vav consecutive 

which has two functions, namely: to convey the idea of conjunction just as the simple 

vav conjunction does; and to invert the meaning of the verbs tense. In this light, a 

perfect verb with a vav consecutive has the meaning of an imperfect, and vice versa. 

To say it in another way, vav consecutive changes the function of imperfect verb from 

incomplete to complete, and that of perfect verb from complete to incomplete tenses. 

5.0 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES/TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

1) Identify the verbs that have vav consecutive and translate them from Genesis 1:1-5. 

רֵאשִׁית אֵתַ֣, אֵתַ֣הַשָמַיִם, אֱלֹהִיםבָרָאַ֣, בְׂ וְׂ

 .הָאָרֶץ
1 In the beginning God created the heaven 

and the earth. 

הָאָרֶץ תָהַ֣תֹהוַ֣וָבֹהו, וְׂ חֹשֶׁךְ, הָיְׂ נֵיַ֣-עַל, וְׂ פְׂ

הוֹם רוחַַ֣אֱלֹהִים; תְׂ רַחֶפֶתַ֣עַל, וְׂ נֵיַ֣-מְׂ פְׂ

 .הַלָיִם

2 Now the earth was unformed and void, 

and darkness was upon the face of the 

deep; and the spirit of God hovered over 

the face of the waters. 

הִיַ֣אוֹר, וַטאֹמֶרַ֣אֱלֹהִים הִי; יְׂ  And God said: 'Let there be light.' And 3 .אוֹר-וַיְׂ

there was light. 

אַ֣אֱלֹהִיםַ֣אֶת דֵלַ֣; טוֹב-ךִי, הָאוֹר-וַטַרְׂ וַטַבְׂ

 .בֵיןַ֣הָאוֹרַ֣ובֵיןַ֣הַחֹשֶׁךְ, אֱלֹהִים
4 And God saw the light that it was good; 

and God divided the light from the 

darkness. 

רָאַ֣אֱלֹהִיםַ֣לָאוֹרַ֣יוֹם לַחֹשֶׁךְַ֣קָרָאַ֣, וַטִקְׂ וְׂ

לָה הִי; לָיְׂ הִי-וַיְׂ  .יוֹםַ֣אֶחָד, בֹקֶר-עֶרֶבַ֣וַיְׂ

5 And God called the light Day, and the 

darkness He called Night. And there was 

evening and there was morning, one day. 

6.0 VOCABULARY 

 He said אָמַר He called קָרָא

הִי He divided בָדַל  It was, to be יְׂ

 One אֶחָד Darkness חֹשֶׁךְ

לָה  Morning בֹקֶר Night לָיְׂ

 Light אוֹר He saw רָא

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 
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Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew) 

  



  

 

89 

UNIT 16 INFINITIVES AND PARTICIPLES 

CONTENTS 
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3.0 Main Content 

3.1 Forming the Infinitive Construct  

3.2 The functions of the Infinitive construct 

3.3  The form of the Infinitive Absolute 

3.4 The functions of the Infinitive Absolute 

3.5 The Forms of Participles 

3.6 The Functions of the Participles 

4.0 Summary 

5.0 Self-Assessment Exercises/Tutor-Marked 

Assignment 

6.0 Vocabulary 

7.0 References/Further Readings 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Infinitives in Hebrew Grammar are basically verbal nouns because they function 

both as verbs and nouns. They express the basic idea of the verb root without the 

limitations of person, gender and number, unlike perfects, imperfects and 

imperatives, which are limited to a specific person, gender and number. 

According to the Westminster Hebrew Morphology, the infinitives construct 

accounts for approximately 89% of all infinitives in the Hebrew Bible. The 

Hebrew Grammar has two types of infinitives, namely: infinitive construct and 

infinitive absolute. 

On the other hand Hebrew Participles are verbal forms that function as 

adjectives. That means, they share the characteristics of both verbs and 

adjectives. In translation, the Participle is shown as a verb with an “-ing” ending 

(such as walking). 

This unit studies the functions of Hebrew infinitives and participles. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Identify the role of infinitives and participles in verbal stems. 
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 Demonstrate an improved skill in translating Hebrew verbal 

constructions. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Forming the Infinitive Construct 

1) The Infinitive Construct is commonly translated with the preposition “to” 

plus a verb – such as, to drive. Since the Infinitive Construct is not inflected 

for person, gender, or number, there is only one basic form. The vowel 

pattern for the Infinitive Construct of the verbal stems is consistent for all 

strong verbs and most weak verbs. It is identical in form to the imperatives 

2ms form of the same stem. Example:  

Imperative 2ms of ַ֣ךָתַב  (qal) is תֹב  ךְׂ

Qal infinitive construct is also תֹב  to write ךְׂ

2) The table below presents imeratives, infinitive constructs and translation for 
some strong and weak verbs. 

 Imperative 2ms Infinitive 
Construct 

Infinitive 
Translation 

Strong תֹב תֹב ךְׂ  To write ךְׂ

Strong כֹר כֹר זְׂ  To remember זְׂ

I-Gutt עֲזֹב עֲזֹב To abandon 

I-אֱמֹר אֱמֹר א To say 

II-Gutt חַר חֹר בְׂ  To choose בְׂ

III-לַח ח לֹחַַ֣ שְׁׂ  To send שְׁׂ

III-מַע ע מֹעַַ֣ שְׁׂ  To hear שְׁׂ

III-רָא א ראֹ קְׂ  To call קְׂ

3) Examples of various stems with imperatives 

 Qal Nif „al Pi „el Pu „al Hitpa „el Hif „‟il Hof „al 
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Impv. 2 ms ךַתֵּב  ךַתֵּב הִךָתֵב ךִתֹב תֵב הִתְׂ   הַכְׂ

Inf. Constr. ךַתֵּב ךֺתֵּב ךַתֵּב הִךָתֵב ךִתֹב תִיב הִתְׂ תַב הַכְׂ  הָכְׂ

3.2 The functions of the Infinitive construct 

i) The Infinitive Construct may be used with ַ֣לְַַׂ֣֣  to express purpose, 

intention or result. When used in this way, the key words “to” or “in 

order to” may be used in your translation.ַ֣ Example: (note the words in 

the box) 

עֵינַיִםַ֣ הוָהַ֣לָכֶםַ֣לֵבַ֣לָדַעַתַ֣וְׂ לאֹֽנָתַןַ֣יְׂ וְׂ

מֹעַַַ֣֣עַדַ֣הַטוֹםַ֣הַזֶה נַיִםַ֣לִשְׁׂ אָזְׂ אוֹתַ֣וְׂ  לִרְׂ

(But) Yahweh has not given to 

you a heart to knowַ֣or eyes to see 

or ears to hear until this day.ַ֣

(Deut 29:3 [English 29:4]). 

ii) The Infinitive Construct prefixed with ְַׂ֣ל may be used to denote an 

action about to take place. This construction frequently involves the 

use of הָיָה (to be). When used in this way, the key words “about to” 

may be used in your translation. Example: (note the words in the box) 

גוֹר הִיַ֣הַשַעַרַ֣לִסְׂ  The gate was about to shut (Josh 2:5) וַיְׂ

iii) The Infinitive Construct may function like a (verbal) noun, often as the 

subject or object of the verbal idea. It may or may not be prefixed with 

the preposition ַ֣לְַַׂ֣֣ when used in this way.ַ֣Example: (note the words in 

the box) 

הֹדוֹתַ֣לַיהוָה  It is good to praise Yahweh.ַ֣(Ps 92:2) טוֹבַ֣לְׂ

iv) The Infinitive Construct may be used to explain, clarify or complement 

a preceding action or statement. It may or may not be prefixed with the 

preposition ְַׂ֣ל. ַ֣When used in this way, you can translate the Infinitive 
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Construct with “by” plus the “-ing” form of the verb. Example: (note 

the words in the box) 

הוָהַ֣אֱלֹהֶיךַָ֣ וֹתַ֣יְׂ תַָּ֣אֶתֽמִצְׂ שָׁמַרְׂ וְׂ

רָכָיו  לָלֶכֶםַ֣בִדְׂ

And you shall observe the 

commandments ofַ֣ Yahweh your 

God by walking in his ways.ַ֣

(Deut 8:6) 

v) When prefixed with the prepositions ַ֣בְַַׂ֣֣ or ְַׂ֣ך , the Infinitive Construct 

may be used in a temporal clause. When used in this way, the 

prepositions ַ֣בְַַׂ֣֣ and ְַׂ֣ך are translated either “when” or “while.” 

Frequently, in this construction, the Infinitive Construct will also have 

a pronominal suffix. Example: (note the words in the box) 

רָאֵלַ֣בָאָרֶץַ֣הַהִוא ךֹןַ֣יִשְׂ הִיַ֣בִשְׁׂ  When (while) Israel dwelt in that וַיְׂ

land …ַ֣(Gen 35:22) 

vi) NOTE:  

1) The Infinitive Construct is not inflected for person, gender or 

number in order to indicate a verbal subject.  

2) The Infinitive Construct is a tenseless verbal form. Because of this, 

issues of tense (i.e., past, present or future) and verbal subject (if 

any) must be taken from context. 

3.3 The form of the Infinitive Absolute 

The infinitive absolute is verbal noun. It may be used in conjunction with other 

verbs to emphasize or intensify the verbal action. It may also be used in the 

place of an imperative to express a command. The Infinitive Absolute is not 

inflected for person, gender or number and so there is only one form to 

memorize. This form is easy to identify and varies little with weak verbal roots. 

i) The table below presents infinitive contruct in comparison with 

infinitive absolute of the verb ךָתַב “he wrote” 

 Qal Nif „al Pi „el Pu „al Hitpa „el Hif „‟il Hof „al 

Inf. Constr. ךַתֵּב ךֺתֵּב ךַתֵּב הִךָתֵב ךִתֹב תִיב הִתְׂ תַב הַכְׂ  הָכְׂ
Inf. Abs. ךַתֵּב ךֺתֹּב ךַתֹּב הִךָתֹב ךָתוֹב תֵב הִתְׂ תֵב הַכְׂ  הָכְׂ
תֹּב        ךַתֵּב נִכְׂ
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ii) Some examples of infinite absolute (strong and weak verbs) are listed 

in the table below: 

 Qal Perfect 3 ms Translation Infinite 

Absolute 
 לָמוֹד He learned לָמַד  .1
 קָרוֹב He drew near קָרַב  .2
 שָׁכוֹב He lay down שָׁכַב  .3
 עָמוֹד He stood עָמַד  .4
 אָכוֹל He ate אָכַל  .5
 אָמוֹל He said אָמַר  .6
 הָלוֹךְ He went, walked הָלַךְ  .7
 נָפוֹל He fell נָפַל  .8
 נָתוֹן He gave, set נָתַן  .9
הָיֹהַ֣ or הָיוַֹ֣ He was הָיָה  .10  
3.4 The functions of the Infinitive Absolute 

i) The Infinitive Absolute can precede or follow a Perfect or Imperfect 

verbal form of the same root in order to emphasize the verbal meaning 

(emphatic). 

 מוֹתַ֣תָּמות

you (2ms) will certainly die (2 Kgs 1:16) 

ii) The Infinitive Absolute can stand by itself and function as an 

Imperative. 

 שָׁמוֹרַ֣אֶתֽיוֹםַ֣הַשַבָת
Observe the Sabbath day! (Deut 5:12) 

iii) Two Infinitive Absolutes can be used together with a Perfect or 

Imperfect verb to express two verbal actions occurring simultaneously. 

אָכֹל  וַטֵלֶךְַ֣הָלוֹךְַ֣וְׂ
(literally) and he walked, walking and eating; 

(idiomatically) and he walked, eating as he went (Judg 14:9) 
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iv) The Infinitive Absolute can complement the main verb of a sentence 

and carry the temporal value of that main verb. 

 רָגוֹםַ֣אֹתוַֹ֣בָאֲבָנִיםַ֣ךָלֽהָעֵדָה
All of the congregation shall stone him with stones (Num 15:35). 

3.5 The Forms of Participles 

Participles are verbal adjectives. The Participle expresses some type of verbal 

action such as “studying” or “learning.” Adjectivally, it is used much like a 

Hebrew adjective: attributively, predicatively or substantively. The Participle 

inflects like an adjective, with both gender and number. It is not inflected for 

person. When translated, the Participle is shown as a verb with an “-ing” ending 

(as in learning). 

i) QAL PARTICIPLE: STRONG VERBS. Participles are inflected for 

gender and number but not for person. Example: 

 Active Participle 

(Singular) 

Inflectional Endings (Singular) 

Masculine ךֹתֵב  

Feminine תֶ ךֹתֶבֶת 

Feminine ה ךֹתָבָה ָ

 

 Active Participle (Plural) Inflectional Endings (Plural) 

Masculine בִים  ִים ךֹתְׂ

Feminine בוֹם  וֹת ךֹתְׂ
 

ii) QAL PARTICIPLE: WEAK VERBS. In the Qal stem, all Category I-

Guttural, Category I- נ, Category I- י, and Geminate weak verbs follow 

the strong verb pattern. 

3.5 The Functions of the Participles 

There are three basic functions of participles in Hebrew: As Adjectives, Verbs 

and Nouns. 
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i) Participles as Adjectives 

a. Attributive Use - An active Participle directly modifies a noun. The 

active Participle follows the noun it is modifying and matches the 

noun in gender, number, and definiteness. Example: 

 The man who lay with the woman הָאִישַׁ֣הַשֹכֵבַ֣עִםַ֣הָאִשָה

(Deut. 22:22) 

b. Predicative use - The active Participle does not directly modify the 

noun but asserts something about the noun and creates a 

predication. The active Participle matches the noun in gender and 

number but not definiteness (the active Participle never take a 

definite article in this usage) which indicates a predicative 

relationship. The active Participle does not have its own tense 

which means that the tense must be taken from the context.  

Example: 

 Blessed shall you be in the city בָרוךְַ֣אַתָּהַ֣בָעִיר

(Deut. 28:3) 

ii) Participles as Verbs 

Participles used as verbs are normally preceded by an expressed 

subject, with which they must agree in gender and number. However, 

particles used as verbs do not take the definite articles. Example: 

רָהָםַ֣עוֹדֶםוַ֣ אַבְׂ הוָהוְׂ נֵיַ֣יְׂ עֹמֵדַ֣לִפְׂ  And Abraham was still standing 

before the LORD (Gen. 18:22) 

iii) Participles as Nouns 

Participles as nouns indicate the “one who” or the “ones who” are 

performing a certain action or exist in a certain atate of condition. Such 

nouns may be definite or indefinite, masculine or feminine, singular or 

plural, depending on the person or persons to whom they refer. 

Example: 
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אולִים כוַ֣שָׁםַ֣גְׂ הָלְׂ  And the redeemed shall go (walk) וְׂ

there (Isa.35:9) 

4.0 SUMMARY 

i) The Infinitive Construct are verbal nouns wich can function much like 

an English Infinitive, usually translated with the preposition “to” plus a 

verb as in “to study” or “to learn.” 

ii) The Hebrew Infinitive Absolute has no real English counterpart. It 

may be used in conjunction with other verbs to emphasize or intensify 

the verbal action. It may also be used in the place of an Imperative to 

express a command. 

iii) Participle is verbal adjectives. Verbally, the Participle expresses some 

type of verbal action such as “studying” or “learning.” Adjectivally, it 

is used much like a Hebrew adjective: attributively, predicatively or 

substantively. 

5.0 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

(i) Write the Qal Infinitives for the following verbs: 

 

 

Verb Infinitive 

Construct 

Infinitive 

Absolute 

   שָׁפַט  .1

   ךָתַב  .2

   קָרַב  .3

   מָלַךְ  .4

   פָקַד  .5

(ii) Translate the following: 

a. בָאוֹתַ֣בִירושָׁלָיִם הוָהַ֣צְׂ  (Zech. 8:22) לִבַקֵשַׁ֣אֶתֽיְׂ

b. לָה דִילַ֣בֵיןַ֣הַטוֹםַ֣ובֵיןַ֣הַכָיְׂ הַבְׂ  (Gen.1:14) לְׂ

c. הוָה בַרַ֣יְׂ מַכֵאַ֣אֶתֽדְׂ  (1kgs 2:27) לְׂ

d. דֹףַ֣אַחֲרֵים  (Josh 8:16) לִרְׂ

e. מִי דַבֵרַ֣דָבָרַ֣בִשְׁׂ  (Deut 18:20) לְׂ

6.0 VOCABULARY 

 He possessed, subdued יָרַשׁ He perished אָבַד
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 To be fixed, firm, established ךון He gathered אָסַף

 Was completed, finished ךָלָה He fled בָרַח

 He rejected, despised מָאַס He ceased חָדַל

 He sold מָכַר He sinned, missed the mark חָטָא

 He stretched out, ectended נָטָה He was able יָכֹל

 To be high, exalted רום He begot (children) יָלַד

 He healed, cured רָפָא He added יָסַף

 He drank שָׁתָה He went down יָרַד
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Hebrew verbs are classified as either “strong” or “weak”. A strong verb must 

have three consonants in its Qal perfect third person masculine singular form, 

the form under which it is listed in the lexicon. A verb is considered weak if one 

or more of its consonants is a guttural (אהחעַ֣ר). A verb is also weak if it 

begins with either ו ,י, or נ, or if its second and third consonants are identical. 

Subclasses of weak verbs include those that end with ה, and those that either 

begin or end with א. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Know the different between strong and weak verbs 

 Identify the weak verbs  

 List all the classes of the weak verbs  

 Enumerate the characteristics of each class of weak verbs 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT  

3.1 Classification of weak verbs 

 Class Example Description Old 

Designation 
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1  I-‟Alef אָבַד Guttural in the first 

root position א 

‟Pe Alef 

2  I-Guttural עָמַד Guttural in the first 

root position  ע 

Pe Guttural 

3  II-Guttural גָאַל Guttural in second 

root position 

„Ayin Guttural 

4  
III- ח/ע ח/ע בָרַח   in third root 

position 

Lamed Guttural 

5  
III-א מָצָא א in the third root 

position 

Lamed ‟Alef 

6  
III-ה בָנָה ה in the third root 

position  

Lamed He 

7  
I-י יָשַׁב י in first root 

position  

Pe Yod/Pe Vav 

8  
I-נ נָפַל נ in first root 

position 

Pe Nun 

9  Doubly Weak עָלָה I-Guttural and III- ה  

(for one example) 

Pe lamed 

Guttural 

10  Biconsonantal קָם Only two root 

consonants 

Ayin Vav/Ayin 

Yod 

11  Geminate סָבַב Identical second and 

third consonants 

Double „Ayin 

Note: Pe = First; Ayin = Second; Lamed = Third 

3.2 Characteristics of Gutturals 

The guttural letters are אהחע and sometimes ר. They are guttural letters 

because they are pronounced from the throat (see Book I page 35ff for details). 

Certain characteristics make them peculiar from other Hebrew consonants, as 

follows: 

i) Gutturals cannot be doubled. They cannot accept a dagesh forte, which 

calls for the lengthening of the preceding vowel, which otherwise 
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would be left as a short vowel in an unaccented open syllable. 

Example: 

a. Patach is lengthened to Qamets ( ַ to ָ ) 

b. Hireq is lengthened to Sere (ִ to ֵ) 

c. Qibbuts is lengthened to Holem ( ֺ to ַֹ֣   ) 

ii) Gutturals usually take “a” class vowels.  

iii) Gutturals usually take compound shevas rather than simple shevas. 

4.0 SUMMARY 

This unit discussed the classification of weak verbs in Hebrew, and the 

characteristics of gutturals. A verb is considered weak if one or more of its 

consonants is a guttural (אהחעַ֣ר). A verb is also weak if it begins with either י, 

 or if its second and third consonants are identical. Subclasses of weak ,נ or ,ו

verbs include those that end with ה, and those that either begin or end with א. 

5.0 UNIT EXERCISES 

1) List  the  eleven  classifications  of  the  weak  verb  with  an  

example  each. 

2) What are the three characteristics of Hebrew Gutturals? 

6.0 VOCABULARY 

 He seized, took אָחַז

possession 

 Surely, only אַךְ

 Faithfulness, fidelity (f) אֱמונָה He stole גָנַב

אֵר He overturned, changed הָפַךְ  Well (f) בְׂ

סרַַ֣הַָ֣  He broke down, 

destroyed 

כוֹר  First-born, oldest בְׂ

בַשׁ He bound, girded חָגַר  Honey דְׂ

 Statute (f) חֹק He renewd, repaired חדֹשׁ

 Tongue לָשׁוֹן He took delight in, deired חָפֵץ

 Death מָוֶת He arranged, set in order עָרַךְ
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בֵחַַ֣ Then אָז  Altar, place of sacrifice מִזְׂ
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1.0     INTRODUCTION 
 
If you have followed this course from the beginning, you would have noticed that 

unlike the Biblical Greek where the verb as well as the noun is inflected, the verb is 

the only portion of the Hebrew language that is inflected. This thus shows that the 

study of the Hebrew verb is of prime importance in understanding the various 

nuances of these verbs. In this unit, you will begin the study of the three 

fundamental principles that are important and necessary for the proper understanding 

of the Hebrew verb. Please note that despite the importance of the context, the context 

still work in conjunction with these three principles. 
 

 

2.0     OBJECTIVES 
 
By the end of this unit you should be able to: 
 

 

 Define the perfect state of the verb 

 Describe the imperfect state of the verb 

 Describe the concept of time in the Semitic mind 

 Identify the various moods of the Hebrew verb 

 Define each mood of the verb 
 

 

3.0     MAIN CONTENT 
 

 

3.1     The State of the Verb 
 
The state of the verb is used to describe the action of the verb. There are however 

only two concepts of action: complete or incomplete. The state of action wherein the 

                                                           
1
 Adapted from CRS316 Hebrew Syntax 
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writer wishes to express an action that has been completed in his mind, whether that 

action is in the present, past or future time, it would be presented in the perfect state. 

Thus, it is important in the translation of the Hebrew verb to interpret the condition of 

the action and not the time of the action. 

 
The other state is the imperfect state. This is used to describe the action that is 

incomplete, continuing and incoming. It dosent matter whether it is an ongoing 

action or repeated or connected in sequence in the past or in the future time. 
 

 

The state of the verb is easily locatable by the form of the verb. You can go back to 

the module two and read again the perfect and the imperfect form of the verb so that 

you would be able to differentiate between the two states of the verb. However, the 

perfect form is objective while the imperfect is subjective. 
 

 

Please note that by virtue of the form, the imperative verb is derived from the 

imperfect. The rationale is that since the imperative expresses a wish or command, 

which is an action that is yet to be done, it has to be regarded as an incomplete action, 

thus treated as the imperfect. Infinitives, on the other hand are not related to any of 

the state of the verb. This is because though they develop as verbal forms, their 

true nature is nominal or adverbial. They are thus treated as nouns or adverbs. 
 

 

3.2     The Time of the Verb 
 
Unlike the contemporary distinction of time in the verbs, the discernment of the time 

of action in the Semitic mind is not of any vital importance. In interpreting or 

translating, try to avoid placing any undue attention on the time of the action. As 

have been explained earlier, try to look more for the state of the action and also 

check whether the action is a single action that does not have direct relation to any 

other action or whether it is viewed as an antecedent to another action. 
 

 

3.3     The Mood of the Verb 
 
Since actions were viewed as uncomplicated, dependent or volitional, the mood of 

the verb is of tremendous importance to the Old Testament. Four classes of mood are 

available in the Hebrew thought, and these are: the indicative mood, the subjunctive 

mood, the imperative mood and the voluntative mood. 
 

 

1) The Indicative Mood 

 
The indicative mood has no distinctive form to indicate its presence. This is because as 

far as the Semitics are concerned; the perfect state of the verb is the indicative mood, 

since no contingency or volition can alter an action that is already completed. 
 

 

2) The Subjunctive Mood 
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This is the mood of contingency. This contingency may be either in form of 

dependency or condition. These contingencies or conditions may be classed as 

follows: possibilities, desirabilities or responsibilities. In the form, there would be a 

particle to indicate the presence of the condition but it is also possible that the 

condition may be disclosed only through the context. Please, do not expect an 

external condition for each subjunctive mood. 
 

 

3) The Imperative Mood 
 
This is the mood of command or strong desire. The positive commands are expressed 

by the imperative mood. Note, however, that the negative commands, that is, 

prohoibitions, are expressed by the imperfect form along with a particle of negation 

in an imperative context. Please, note that any imperfect form in an imperative 

context may be in the imperative mood. 
 

 

4) The Voluntative Mood 

 
This is the mood that is used to express the volition of the speaker. The 

cohortative and the jussive belong to this mood. These two are used to express desire 

or urgency. Please take note that the cohortative is the voluntative mood in the first 

person and the jussive is the voluntative mood in the second or third person. 
 

While the cohortative is indicated by the addition of ה ָ to the imperfect form followed 

most of the time by the voluntative particle ַָ֣אַַ֣֣נ the jussive is indicated by an internal 

vowel change or the specific negative or just by the context alone. Please note that it is 

not only in the voluntative mood that the 

internal vowel change can occur. 
 

 

4.0 CONCLUSION 
 
In this unit you have been told that syntactically, three elements of the Hebrew verb 

are very important, and these are the state, the time and the mood of the verb. You 

have also learnt that there are two states: the perfect and the imperfect. You have also 

learnt that unlike most modern languages that see the time of the verb in terms of 

present, past and the future, in the Hebrew language, what is important is the 

relationship of the action in the verb to another action, that is, whether it is 

contemporaneous or antecedent or subsequent. You have also learnt that there are four 

types of mood in the Hebrew verb, namely: indicative, subjunctive, imperative and 

voluntative. 
 

5.0 SUMMARY 
 
The following are the major points you have learnt in this unit: 
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 The three elements of the Hebrew verb that are very important are the state, 

the time and the mood of the verb. 

 There are two states of the verb: the perfect and the imperfect. 

 Unlike most modern languages, the Semitic Hebrew did not see the time of 

the verb in terms of present, past and the future. 

 What is important in the verb is the relationship of the action in the verb to 

another action, that is, whether it is contemporaneous or 

 antecedent or subsequent. 

 There are four types of mood in the Hebrew verb, namely: 

 indicative, subjunctive, imperative and voluntative. 

 The perfect state of the verb is always in the indicative mood 

 The subjunctive mood is the mood of dependency or condition 

 The imperative mood is the mood of command or strong desire 

 The voluntative mood expresses the volition of the speaker. 
 

 

6.0 TUTOR-MARK ED ASSIGNMENT 
 
Discuss each of the mood and their functions. 
 

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS 
 
Alt,  A.,  Eibfeldt,  O.  Kahle  P.  and  Kittel,  R.  (1977).  Biblia  Hebraica 

Stuttgartensia. Germany: World Bible Societies 

Goodrick, Edward W. (1980). Do It Yourself Hebrew and Greek. Grand 

Rapids: Academie Books. 
 

 

Hebrew and English Bible (1997). Jerusalem: Israel Association for the 

Dissemination of Biblical Writings and the Bible Society in Israel. 
 

Murphey, Cecil B. (1989). The Dictionary of Biblical Literacy. Nashville: Oliver-

Nelson Books. 

 
Yates, Kyle M. (1954). The Essentials of Biblical Hebrew. Revised Edition. 

New York: Harper and Row. 

  



  

 

106 

UNIT 19 HEBREW NUMERALS 

CONTENTS 

1.0 Introduction 

2.0 Objectives 

3.0 Main Content 

3.1 Cardinal Numbers  

3.2 Ordinal Numbers 

3.3 Notes 

4.0 Summary 

5.0 Self-Assessment Exercises/Tutor-Marked 

Assignment 

6.0 Vocabulary 

7.0 References/Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Hebrew does not have a separate set of numerical symbols. The cardinal 

numbers are used for counting and the ordinal numbers are used to indicate 

position in a series. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 By the end of this unit you should be able to:  

 Identify cardinal numbers  

 Identify ordinal numbers  

 Write the numbers in the construct and the absolute forms 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT  

3.1 Cardinal Numbers 

i) The table below presents the masculine and feminine cardinal 

numerals (1-10) in their absolute and construct states. 

 Masculine Feminine 

 Absolute Construct Absolute Construct 

One אַחַת אַחַת אַחַד דָחֶא 
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Two נַיִם נֵי שְׁׂ תַּיִם שְׁׂ תֵּי שְׁׂ  שְׁׂ

Three ׁלֹשׁ שָׁלֹש לֹשָׁה שְׁׂ לֹשֶׁת שְׁׂ  שְׁׂ

Four בַע בַע אַרְׂ בַעַת אַרבָעָה אַרְׂ  אַרְׂ

Five ׁחֲמֵשֶׁת חֲמִשָה חֲמֵשׁ חָמֵש 

Six ׁשֵׁשֶׁת שִׁשָה שֵׁשׁ שֵׁש 

Seven בַע שֶׁבַע עָה שְׁׂ עַת שִׁבְׂ  שִׁבְׂ

Eight מֹנֶה מֹנֵה שְׁׂ מֹנָה שְׁׂ מֹנַת שְׁׂ  שְׁׂ

Nine שַׁע תֵּשַׁע עָה תְּׂ עַת תִּשְׁׂ  תִּשְׁׂ

Ten שֶר עֶשֶר  עֲשֶרֶת עֲשָרָה ע ֶ

i) Cardinal numbers 11-19 are presented below: 

 With Masculine Nouns With Feminine Nouns 

Eleven אַחַדַ֣עָשָר 

תֵּיַ֣עָשָר  עַשְׁׂ

רֵה  אַחַתַ֣עֶשְׂ

רֵה תֵּיַ֣עֶשְׂ  עַשְׁׂ

Twelve נֵיַ֣עָשָר  שְׁׂ

נֵיםַ֣עָשָר  שְׁׂ

רֵה תֵּיַ֣עֶשְׂ  שְׁׂ

רֵה תֵּיםַ֣עֶשְׂ  שְׁׂ

Thirteen לֹשָׁהַ֣עָשָר רֵה שְׁׂ לֹשַׁ֣עֶשְׂ  שְׁׂ

Fourteen בָעָהַ֣עָשָר רֵה אַרְׂ בַעַ֣עֶשְׂ  אַרְׂ

Fifteen רֵה חֲמִשָהַ֣עָשָר  חֲמֵשַׁ֣עֶשְׂ

Sixteen רֵה שִׁשָהַ֣עָשָר  שֵׁשַׁ֣עֶשְׂ

Seventeen עָהַ֣עָשָר רֵה שִׁבְׂ בַעַ֣עֶשְׂ  שְׁׂ

Eighteen מֹנָהַ֣עָשָר רֵה שְׁׂ מֹנֶהַ֣עֶשְׂ  שְׁׂ

Nineteen עָהַ֣עָשָר רֵה תִּשְׁׂ שַׁעַ֣עֶשְׂ  תְּׂ

ii) Cardinal numbers 20-99 are presented below: 
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Twenty רִים  עֶשְׂ

Thirty לֹשִׁים  שְׁׂ

Forty בָעִים  אַרְׂ

Fifty חֲלִשִים 

Sixty שִׁשִים 

Seventy עִים  שִׁבְׂ

Eighty מֹנִים  שְׁׂ

Ninety עִים  תִּשְׁׂ

iii) Cardinal numbers 100 and above are presented below: 

One Hundred מֵאָה 

Two Hundred מָאתַיִם 

Three Hundred לֹשַׁ֣מֵאוֹת  שְׁׂ

One Thousand אֶלֶף 

Two Thousand פַיִם  אַלְׂ

Three Thousand לֹשֶׁהַ֣אֲלָפִם  שְׁׂ

Ten Thousand בָבָה  רְׂ

Twenty Thousand רִבוֹתַיִם 

Thirty Thousand לֹשַׁ֣רִבוֹת  שְׁׂ

3.2 Ordinal Numbers 

An ordinal numeral expresses consecution or position in a series, as first, 

second, third, etc. Example: 

 Masculine Feminine 

First רִאשׁוֹנָה רִאשׁוֹן 
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Second שֵׁנִית שֵׁנִי 

Third לִישִׁי לִישִׁית שְׁׂ  שְׁׂ

Fourth בִיעִי בִיעִית רְׂ  רְׂ

Fifth חֲמִישִׁית חֲמִישִׁי 

Sixth שִׁשִית שִׁשִי 

Seventh בִיעִי בִיעִית שְׁׂ  שְׁׂ

Eighth מִינִי מִינִית שְׁׂ  שְׁׂ

Nineth שִׁיעִי שִׁיעִית תְּׂ  תְּׂ

Tenth עֲשִירִית עֲשִירִי 

3.3 Notes 

i) The number One is classified as an adjective. It follows the noun it 

modifies and agrees with it in gender. 

 Example: יוֹםַ֣אֶחָד One day, תּוֹרָהַ֣אַחַת One Law 

ii) The numbers 2 – 10 also function as adjectives, although they are 

classified as nouns. In their absolute forms, they may stand either before 

or after the nouns they modify. In their construct forms, however, they 

must stand before the nouns they modify. 

 Absolute Construct 

a.  נַיִםַ֣אֲנָשִׁים נֵיַ֣אֲנָשִׁים two men שְׁׂ  two men שְׁׂ

b.  תַּיִם תֵּיַ֣נָשִׁים two women (wives) נָשִׁיםַ֣שְׁׂ  two women (wives) שְׁׂ

iii) The absolute and construct forms of Hebrew numbers can be used 

interchangeably, with no apparent difference in meaning. 

 Absolute Construct 

a.  לֹשָׁהַ֣יָמִים לֹשֶׁתַ֣יָמִים three days שְׁׂ  three days שְׁׂ
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b.  לֹשָׁהַ֣אֲנָשִׁים לֹשֶׁתַ֣אֲנָשִׁים three men שְׁׂ  three men שְׁׂ

iv) Because Hebrew numbers are nouns, the numbers from 2 – 10 may 

receive pronominal suffixes. Suffixes can only be added to the construct 

forms of the numerals. Most of these occur with the number 2. 

Examples: 

נֵינו  the two of us (Gen. 31:37) שְׁׂ

נֵיכֶם  the two of you (Gen.27:45) שְׁׂ

נֵיהֶם  the two of them (Gen.2:25) שְׁׂ

4.0 SUMMARY 

Whereas the cardinal numbers are used for counting, the ordinal numbers are 

used to indicate position in a series. 

5.0 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

1) Write out the Hebrew words for the following numbers without 

looking at the textbook 

 With Masculine Nouns With Feminine Nouns 

Twelve   

Fourteen   

Sixteen   

Eighteen   

Nineteen   

2) Do a full inflection of the following Hebrew numbers without 

looking at the text book 

 Masculine Feminine 

 Absolute Construct Absolute Construct 

One     

Three     

Five     

Seven     

Nine     
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3) Translate the following ordinal Hebrew numbers to English; 

indicate whether it is masculine or feminine. 

English Hebrew 

 שִׁשִית 
בִיעִי   שְׁׂ
שִׁיעִי   תְּׂ
 עֲשִירִית 
 רִאשׁוֹנָה 
לִישִׁית   שְׁׂ
בִיעִי   רְׂ

6.0 VOCABULARY 

 Therefore לָכֵן He ate אָכַל

ךות He stole גָנַב  Kingdom (f) מַלְׂ

מות  Negev, dry country, south נֶגֶב Likeness, image (f) דְׂ

 He gave נָתַן Knowledge (f) דַעַת

 He stood עָמַד Today הַטוֹם

 He did, made עָשָה Temple הֵיכָל

 Flock, sheep צאֹן New moon, month חֹדֶשׁ

 Righteous one צַדִיק Wall (f) חוֹמָה

 Image, likeness צֶלֶם He wrote ךָתַב
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UNIT 20 TRANSLATION EXERCISE (I) 

Translate Genesis 37:1-36 to English using the table of Shoresh/Vocabulary provided 

below: 

Genesis 37:1-36ָּ

גורֵיַ֣אָבִיווַטֵשֶׁבַַַ֣֣֣א אֶרֶץַ֣מְׂ נָעַן.--יַעֲקֹב,ַ֣בְׂ אֶרֶץ,ַ֣ךְׂ ַ֣ .1 בְׂ

דוֹתַ֣יַעֲקֹב,ַ֣יוֹסֵףַ֣בֶןַַ֣֣ב בַע-אֵכֶהַ֣תֹּלְׂ רֵהַ֣שָׁנָהַ֣הָיָהַ֣רֹעֶהַ֣אֶת-שְׁׂ הואַ֣נַעַרַ֣-עֶשְׂ אֶחָיוַ֣בַצאֹן,ַ֣וְׂ

אֶת-אֶת הָהַ֣וְׂ נֵיַ֣בִלְׂ שֵׁיַ֣אָבִיו;ַ֣וַטָבֵאַ֣יוֹסֵףַ֣אֶת-בְׂ פָה,ַ֣נְׂ נֵיַ֣זִלְׂ  אֲבִיהֶם.-עָה,ַ֣אֶלדִבָתָםַ֣רַָ֣-בְׂ

2. ַ֣

רָאֵל,ַ֣אָהַבַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣ג יִשְׂ תֹנֶתַ֣פַמִים.-בֶן-ךִי--בָנָיו-יוֹסֵףַ֣מִךָל-וְׂ עָשָהַ֣לוֹ,ַ֣ךְׂ קֺנִיםַ֣הוא,ַ֣לוֹ;ַ֣וְׂ ַ֣ .3 זְׂ

אוַ֣אֶחָיו,ַ֣ךִיַַ֣֣ד שָׁלֹם.--אֶחָיו-אֹתוַֹ֣אָהַבַ֣אֲבִיהֶםַ֣מִךָל-וַטִרְׂ רוַֹ֣לְׂ לו,ַ֣דַבְׂ לאַֹ֣יָכְׂ או,ַ֣אֹתוֹ;ַ֣וְׂ נְׂ ַ֣ .4 וַטִשְׂ

נאַֹ֣אֹתוֹ.ַַ֣֣ה אֶחָיו;ַ֣וַטוֹסִפוַ֣עוֹד,ַ֣שְׂ ַ֣ .5 וַטַחֲלֹםַ֣יוֹסֵףַ֣חֲלוֹם,ַ֣וַטַגֵדַ֣לְׂ

עוַַ֣֣וַטאֹמֶר,ַ֣אֲלֵיהֶם:ַַ֣֣ו תִּי.-שִׁמְׂ ַ֣ .6 נָא,ַ֣הַחֲלוֹםַ֣הַזֶהַ֣אֲשֶׁרַ֣חָלָמְׂ

גַַַַ֣֣֣ז הִםֵהַ֣קָמָהַ֣אֲלֺלָתִי,ַ֣וְׂ תוֹךְַ֣הַשָדֶה,ַ֣וְׂ מִיםַ֣אֲלֺלִים,ַ֣בְׂ אַכְׂ נוַ֣מְׂ הִםֵהַ֣אֲנַחְׂ הִםֵהַ֣-םוְׂ נִצָבָה;ַ֣וְׂ

תַּחֲוֶיןַָ֣לַאֲלֺלָתִי. סֺבֶינָהַ֣אֲלֺלֹתֵיכֶם,ַ֣וַתִּשְׁׂ  תְׂ

7. ַ֣

לֹךְַ֣עָלֵינו,ַ֣אִםַַ֣֣ח רוַ֣לוֹ,ַ֣אֶחָיו,ַ֣הֲמָלֹךְַ֣תִּמְׂ נאַֹ֣אֹתוֹ,ַ֣-וַטאֹמְׂ שֹׁלַ֣בָנו;ַ֣וַטוֹסִפוַ֣עוֹדַ֣שְׂ מָשׁוֹלַ֣תִּמְׂ

עַל-עַל בָרָיו.-חֲלֹמֹתָיוַ֣וְׂ  דְׂ

8. ַ֣

הִםֵהַ֣וַטַחֲלֹםַ֣עוֹדַַַ֣֣֣ט תִּיַ֣חֲלוֹםַ֣עוֹד,ַ֣וְׂ אֶחָיו;ַ֣וַטאֹמֶר,ַ֣הִםֵהַ֣חָלַמְׂ סַפֵרַ֣אֹתוַֹ֣לְׂ חֲלוֹםַ֣אַחֵר,ַ֣וַיְׂ

תַּחֲוִיםַ֣לִי. אַחַדַ֣עָשָרַ֣ךוֹכָבִים,ַ֣מִשְׁׂ הַטָרֵחַַ֣וְׂ  הַשֶמֶשַׁ֣וְׂ

9. ַ֣

סַפֵרַ֣אֶלַַ֣֣י אֶל-וַיְׂ עַר-אָבִיו,ַ֣וְׂ זֶהַ֣אֲשֶׁרַ֣בוַֹ֣אָבִיו,ַ֣וַטאֹמֶרַ֣לוַֹ֣מָהַ֣הַחֲלוֹםַ֣הַַ֣-אֶחָיו,ַ֣וַטִגְׂ

תָּ: תַּחֲוַַֹ֣֣חָלָמְׂ הִשְׁׂ אַחֶיךָ,ַ֣לְׂ ךַָ֣וְׂ אִלְׂ צָה.הֲבוֹאַ֣נָבוֹא,ַ֣אֲנִיַ֣וְׂ ךָ,ַ֣אָרְׂ  תַ֣לְׂ

10. ַ֣

אוַַ֣֣יא קַנְׂ אָבִיו,ַ֣שָׁמַרַ֣אֶת-וַיְׂ ַ֣ .11 הַדָבָר.-בוֹ,ַ֣אֶחָיו;ַ֣וְׂ

עוֹתַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣יב כו,ַ֣אֶחָיו,ַ֣לִרְׂ כֶם.-וַטֵלְׂ ַ֣ .12 צאֹןַ֣אֲבִיהֶם,ַ֣בִשְׁׂ

רָאֵלַ֣אֶלַַ֣֣יג כֶם-וַטאֹמֶרַ֣יִשְׂ לָחֲךַָ֣אֲלֵיהֶם;ַ֣וַטאֹמֶרַ֣--יוֹסֵף,ַ֣הֲלוֹאַ֣אַחֶיךַָ֣רֹעִיםַ֣בִשְׁׂ אֶשְׁׂ כָה,ַ֣וְׂ לְׂ

 לוֹ,ַ֣הִםֵנִי.

13. ַ֣

אֵהַ֣אֶת-וַטאֹמֶרַ֣לוֹ,ַ֣לֶךְַַ֣֣יד אֶת-נָאַ֣רְׂ לוֹםַ֣אַחֶיךַָ֣וְׂ לָחֵהוַ֣-שְׁׂ לוֹםַ֣הַצאֹן,ַ֣וַהֲשִׁבֵנִי,ַ֣דָבָר;ַ֣וַטִשְׁׂ שְׁׂ

כֶמָה. רוֹן,ַ֣וַטָבאַֹ֣שְׁׂ  מֵעֵמֶקַ֣חֶבְׂ

14. ַ֣

אָלֵהוַ֣הָאִישַׁ֣לֵאמֹר,ַ֣מַהַַ֣֣טו הִםֵהַ֣תֹעֶהַ֣בַשָדֶה;ַ֣וַטִשְׁׂ צָאֵהוַ֣אִישׁ,ַ֣וְׂ בַקֵשׁ.-וַטִמְׂ ַ֣ .15 תְּׂ

בַקֵשׁ;ַ֣הַגִידָה-וַטאֹמֶר,ַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣טז ַ֣ .16 םָאַ֣לִי,ַ֣אֵיפֹהַ֣הֵםַ֣רֹעִים.-אַחַיַ֣אָנֹכִיַ֣מְׂ

עוַ֣מִזֶהַַ֣֣יז רִים,ַ֣נֵלְַׂ֣--וַטאֹמֶרַ֣הָאִישׁ,ַ֣נָסְׂ תִּיַ֣אֹמְׂ נָה;ַ֣וַטֵלֶךְַ֣יוֹסֵףַ֣אַחַרַ֣אֶחָיו,ַ֣ךִיַ֣שָׁמַעְׂ כָהַ֣דֹתָיְׂ

דֹתָן. צָאֵםַ֣בְׂ  וַטִמְׂ

17. ַ֣
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לוַ֣אֹתוַֹ֣לַהֲמִיתוֹ.ַַ֣֣יח נַךְׂ רַבַ֣אֲלֵיהֶם,ַ֣וַטִתְׂ טֶרֶםַ֣יִקְׂ אוַ֣אֹתוֹ,ַ֣מֵרָחֹק;ַ֣ובְׂ ַ֣ .18 וַטִרְׂ

רו,ַ֣אִישַׁ֣אֶלַַ֣֣יט ַ֣ .19 בָא.--הִםֵה,ַ֣בַעַלַ֣הַחֲלֹמוֹתַ֣הַכָזֶהַַ֣֣אָחִיו:-וַטאֹמְׂ

אֶה,ַַַ֣֣֣כ נִרְׂ הו;ַ֣וְׂ נו,ַ֣חַטָהַ֣רָעָהַ֣אֲכָלָתְׂ אָמַרְׂ אַחַדַ֣הַבֹרוֹת,ַ֣וְׂ לִכֵהוַ֣בְׂ נַשְׁׂ גֵהו,ַ֣וְׂ נַהַרְׂ כוַ֣וְׂ עַתָּהַ֣לְׂ וְׂ

יוַ֣חֲלֹמֹתָיו.-מַה  טִהְׂ

20. ַ֣

אובֵן,ַ֣וַטַצִלֵהוַ֣מִטָדָם;ַ֣וַטאֹמֶר,ַ֣לאַֹ֣נַךֶםוַ֣נָפֶשׁ.ַַ֣֣כא מַעַ֣רְׂ ַ֣ .21 וַטִשְׁׂ

אוַַ֣֣כב כו-בֵן,ַ֣אַלוַטאֹמֶרַ֣אֲלֵהֶםַ֣רְׂ פְׂ לִיכוַ֣אֹתוַֹ֣אֶל--דָם-תִּשְׁׂ בָר,ַ֣-הַשְׁׂ הַבוֹרַ֣הַזֶהַ֣אֲשֶׁרַ֣בַלִדְׂ

יָדַ֣אַל חו-וְׂ לְׂ מַעַן,ַ֣הַצִילַ֣אֹתוַֹ֣מִטָדָם,ַ֣לַהֲשִׁיבוֹ,ַ֣אֶלַַ֣֣בוֹ:-תִּשְׁׂ  אָבִיו.-לְׂ

22. ַ֣

הִי,ַ֣ךַאֲשֶׁרַַ֣֣כג שִׁיטוַ֣אֶת-בָאַ֣יוֹסֵףַ֣אֶל-וַיְׂ תּוֹ,ַ֣אֶתךֺתַָּ֣-יוֹסֵףַ֣אֶת-אֶחָיו;ַ֣וַטַפְׂ תֹנֶתַ֣הַפַמִיםַ֣-נְׂ ךְׂ

 אֲשֶׁרַ֣עָלָיו.

23. ַ֣

הַבוֹרַ֣רֵק,ַ֣אֵיןַ֣בוַֹ֣מָיִם.--וַטִקָחֺהוַַ֣֣כד לִכוַ֣אֹתוֹ,ַ֣הַבֹרָה;ַ֣וְׂ ַ֣ .24 וַטַשְׁׂ

בו,ַ֣לֶאֱכָלַַ֣֣כה עָד;ַ֣-וַטֵשְׁׂ עֵאלִיםַ֣בָאָהַ֣מִגִלְׂ מְׂ חַתַ֣יִשְׁׂ הִםֵהַ֣אֹרְׂ או,ַ֣וְׂ אוַ֣עֵינֵיהֶםַ֣וַטִרְׂ לֶחֶם,ַ֣וַטִשְׂ

רִיַ֣וָלֹט כאֹתַ֣וצְׂ אִים,ַ֣נְׂ מַכֵיהֶםַ֣נֹשְׂ מָה.--וגְׂ רָיְׂ הוֹרִידַ֣מִצְׂ כִים,ַ֣לְׂ  הוֹלְׂ

25. ַ֣

הודָה,ַ֣אֶלַַ֣֣כו כִמִינו,ַ֣אֶת-בֶצַע,ַ֣ךִיַ֣נַהֲרֹגַ֣אֶת-מַהַַ֣֣אֶחָיו:-וַטאֹמֶרַ֣יְׂ ַ֣ .26 דָמוֹ.-אָחִינו,ַ֣וְׂ

יָדֵנוַ֣אַלַַ֣֣כז עֵאלִים,ַ֣וְׂ מְׂ רֶםוַ֣לַטִשְׁׂ ךְׂ נִמְׂ כוַ֣וְׂ הִי-לְׂ עו,ַ֣-ךִיַ֣בוֹ,-תְּׂ מְׂ שָרֵנו,ַ֣הוא;ַ֣וַטִשְׁׂ אָחִינוַ֣בְׂ

 אֶחָיו.

27. ַ֣

כוַ֣וַטַעֲלוַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣כח שְׁׂ יָנִיםַ֣סֹחֲרִים,ַ֣וַטִמְׂ רוַ֣אֲנָשִׁיםַ֣מִדְׂ רוַ֣אֶת-יוֹסֵףַ֣מִן-וַטַעַבְׂ ךְׂ יוֹסֵףַ֣-הַבוֹר,ַ֣וַטִמְׂ

רִיםַ֣ךָסֶף;ַ֣וַטָבִיאוַ֣אֶת עֶשְׂ עֵאלִים,ַ֣בְׂ מְׂ מָה.-לַטִשְׁׂ רָיְׂ  יוֹסֵף,ַ֣מִצְׂ

28. ַ֣

אובֵןַ֣אֶלַַ֣֣כט הִםֵהַ֣אֵין-וַטָשָׁבַ֣רְׂ רַע,ַ֣אֶת-הַבוֹר,ַ֣וְׂ גָדָיו.-יוֹסֵףַ֣בַבוֹר;ַ֣וַטִקְׂ ַ֣ .29 בְׂ

ַ֣ .30 בָא.-הַטֶלֶדַ֣אֵינֶםו,ַ֣וַאֲנִיַ֣אָנָהַ֣אֲנִיַַ֣֣אֶחָיו,ַ֣וַטאֹמַר:-וַטָשָׁבַ֣אֶלַַ֣֣ל

חו,ַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣לא עִירַ֣עִזִים,ַ֣-וַטִקְׂ חֲטוַ֣שְׂ תֹנֶתַ֣יוֹסֵף;ַ֣וַטִשְׁׂ לוַ֣אֶתךְׂ בְׂ ַ֣ .31 הַךֺתֹּנֶתַ֣בַדָם.-וַטִטְׂ

חוַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣לב שַׁכְׂ תֹנֶתַ֣הַפַמִים,ַ֣וַטָבִיאוַ֣אֶל-וַיְׂ רו,ַ֣זאֹתַ֣מָצָאנו:-ךְׂ נָא,ַ֣-הַךֶרַַ֣֣אֲבִיהֶם,ַ֣וַטאֹמְׂ

ךַָ֣הִוא תֹנֶתַ֣בִנְׂ  לאֹ.-אִם--הַךְׂ

32. ַ֣

הוַַ֣֣לג נִי,ַ֣חַטָהַ֣רָעָהַ֣אֲכָלָתְׂ תֹנֶתַ֣בְׂ ַ֣ .33 ;ַ֣טָרֹףַ֣טֹרַף,ַ֣יוֹסֵף.וַטַךִירָהַ֣וַטאֹמֶרַ֣ךְׂ

אַבֵלַ֣עַלַַ֣֣לד נָיו;ַ֣וַטִתְׂ מָתְׂ לֹתָיו,ַ֣וַטָשֶםַ֣שַקַ֣בְׂ רַעַ֣יַעֲקֹבַ֣שִמְׂ נוֹ,ַ֣יָמִיםַ֣רַבִים.-וַטִקְׂ ַ֣ .34 בְׂ

כָל-וַטָקֺמוַ֣כָלַַ֣֣לה נַחֵם,ַ֣וַטאֹמֶר,ַ֣ךִי-בָנָיוַ֣וְׂ הִתְׂ מָאֵןַ֣לְׂ נַחֲמוֹ,ַ֣וַיְׂ נֹתָיוַ֣לְׂ נִיַ֣אָבֵלַ֣-אֵרֵדַ֣אֶל-בְׂ בְׂ

ַ֣אֹתוֹ,ַ֣אָבִיו. יְׂ אֹלָה;ַ֣וַטֵבְׂ  שְׁׂ

35. ַ֣

דָנִיםַַ֣֣לו הַלְׂ רוַ֣אֹתוֹ,ַ֣אֶל--וְׂ רָיִם:-מָכְׂ עֹה,ַ֣שַרַ֣הַחַבָחִים.ַַ֣֣מִצְׂ רִיסַ֣פַרְׂ פוֹטִיפַרַ֣סְׂ ַ֣ .36 }פ{ַַ֣֣לְׂ

 

Shoresh/Vocabulary 
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Genesis 37:1-36 

 Son בֵן Sheaf אֲלֺלַה

נו חְׂ צַע We אֲנַַ֜  unjust gain, profit בֶֶּ֗

 Cloth בֶגֶד Man אִישׁ

עַל woman, wife, female אִשָה  Owner בַַּ֛

ין  to weep, lament בָכָה Not אֵֵ֥

ה  Flesh בָשָר Where אֵיפֹֹ֖

  pit בוֹר These אֵכֶה

 to come, go, to bring בוא Mother אֶם

near 

 to seek בקשׁ Land אֶרֶץ

ד  Also גַם One אַחַ 

ר עָד After אַחַ   Gilead גִלְׂ

 Camel גָמָל Father אָב

ל  to rebuke געל Mourning אָבֵֹ֖

 Report דִבָה Brother אָח

 Blood דָם Where אָן

י  Dothan דֹתָן I אָנֹכִ 

חָה  ,Travelling Company אֹרְׂ

caravan 

 Blood דָם

 to speak, word, thing דבר to mourn אבל

 indeed....is it הֲל֤וֹא Love אהב

not....aren't.. 

נִי Brother אח  I am ready הִםֵּ

 here was הִםֵה one, another אחד

 to be היי to eat, devoour אכל

 go, come הלכ to bind אלמ

 kill, slay הרג to say, to reply אמר

פָֹ֖ה which, that אשׁר  Zilpah זִלְׂ

וֹךְ ת   This זֶה in the midst of בְׂ

ה הַָּ֛  Old זָקֶן Bilhah בִלְׂ

 Bread לֶחֶם Dream חֲל֔וֹם

ר֔וֹן  Myrrh לֹט Hebron חֶבְׂ
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 Take לקח Beast חַטָה

בָה to bow down חוה  Wilderness מִדְׂ

ים to dream חלמ יָנִַ֜  Midianites מִדְׂ

 more than, from all מִךָל not yet, before that טֶרֶם

רָיִמ to dip טבל  Egypt מִצְׂ

 King מֶלֶך tear, rend, pluck טרף

ה הודָֹ֖  What מַה Judah יְׂ

ים עֵאלִ֔ מְׂ יִם Ishmaelites יִשְׁׂ  Water מָּ

רָאֵל  ,sojourning place מָגור Israel יִשְׂ

dwelling place 

 to refuse מאנ child, boy יֶלֶד

ב  Loins מוֹתֵין Jacob יַעֲקֹ֔

 to die, kill מות Hand יָד

 to sell מכר Moon יָרֵחַַ֣

 to be king, to rule מלכ Joseph יוֹסֵף

 to find מצא be able יכל

 to draw משׁכ to add, do again יספ

 ,to come down, bring down ירר

go down 

 to rule, govern משׁל

כאֹת ַ֣ to sit, dwell ישׁב  Spices נְׂ

עַן׃ נָּ  life, soul נֶפֶשׁ Canaan ךְׂ

נֶת תֹ   Boy, young נַעַר Tunic, coat ךְׂ

 please, pray נָה Silver, money ךָָּ֑סֶף

 to declare, tell נגד Star ךוֹכָב

 to console, comfort נחמ to cover, to conceal כסי

עַן מֶַּ֗  smite with sword, kill נכה for the sake of, so that לְׂ

 to strip off פשׁט to plot against, conspire נכל

 ,identify, recognise, examine נכר

know, be acquainted 

 Sheep & Goat, flock צאֹן

 Balm צֹרִי to journey נסע

 to stand up, go up קומ to stand upright נצב

 to be jealous קנא to deliver, save נצל

 to come near, kill, slay קרב to lift up, bear, carry נשא
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יס רִ   to tear קרע Officer, eunuch סְׂ

 ,to surround, turn round סבב

change 

ן אובֵ֔  Reuben רְׂ

ק  ,to go arround סחר  Empty רֵ֔

 Many רַב to count ספר

וֹד  afar off רָחוֹק yet, still, again עֹ֖

ים  Evil רָעָֹ֖ה Goats עִזִ֔

 to see, look ראי Valley עֵמֶק

רִים  Evil רע Twenty עֶשְׂ

 to feed, shepherd, pasture רעי Ten עֶשֶר

לָה Eye עַיִן אָֹּ֑  underworld, land of the שְׁׂ

dead, grave 

יר on, upon, above, over עָל עִ   male, hairy, young שְׂ

ק to cross, pass, bring over עבר   sackcloth שַֹ֖

ר Yet, still, again עוד  Captain שַֹ֖

 Schechem שֶׁכֶם brought up עלי

 Sun שֶׁמֶשׁ to do, make עשה

 field, land שָׁדֶה Ten עשר

ה עֹ֔  Peace, welfare שָׁלוֹם Pharaoh פַרְׂ

 Year שָׁנָה Portiphar פוֹטִיפַר ַ֣

 Striped garment, long פס

garment, garment of many 

colours 

 to ask שׁאל

 to pour out, shed שׁפכ Seven שׁבע

לָה to return, bring back שׁוב  cloth, garment שִמְׂ

 Put שומַ֣,ַ֣שימ Slaughter שׁחט

 to hate שנא Peace, welfare, wellbeing שׁלומ

וֹת to send, lay שׁלח ד   Generations, History תֹּלְׂ

 to wander תעי to cast, throw שׁלך

 to hear, listen שׁמע
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UNIT 21 TRANSLATION EXERCISE (II) 

Translate 1 Kings 3:1-28 English using the table of Shoresh/Vocabulary provided 

below: 

I Kings 3:1-28 
   

לֹמֹה,ַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣א חַתֵּןַ֣שְׁׂ רָיִם;ַ֣וַטִקַחַ֣-וַטִתְׂ עֹהַ֣מֶלֶךְַ֣מִצְׂ בִיאֶהַָ֣אֶל-בַת-אֶתפַרְׂ עֹה,ַ֣וַיְׂ עִירַ֣-פַרְׂ

נוֹתַ֣אֶת אֶת-דָוִד,ַ֣עַדַ֣ךַלֹּתוַֹ֣לִבְׂ אֶת-בֵיתוַֹ֣וְׂ הוָה,ַ֣וְׂ רושָׁלַםִַ֣סָבִיב.-בֵיתַ֣יְׂ  חוֹמַתַ֣יְׂ

1. ַ֣

חִיםַ֣בַבָמוֹת:ַַ֣֣ב זַבְׂ הוָה,ַ֣עַדַ֣הַטָמִיםַ֣הָהֵם.-ךִיַ֣לאַַֹ֣֣רַקַ֣הָעָם,ַ֣מְׂ שֵׁםַ֣יְׂ נָהַ֣בַיִתַ֣לְׂ ַ֣ .2 }פ{ַַ֣֣נִבְׂ

לֹמֹה,ַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣ג חֺקוֹתַ֣דָוִדַ֣אָבִיו:-וַטֶאֱהַבַ֣שְׁׂ הוָה,ַ֣לָלֶכֶת,ַ֣בְׂ זַבֵחַ,ַ֣--רַק,ַ֣בַבָמוֹתַַ֣֣יְׂ הואַ֣מְׂ

טִיר.  ומַקְׂ

3. ַ֣

בֹחַַ֣שָׁם,ַ֣ךִיַַ֣֣ד עֹנָהַ֣לִזְׂ לֹמֹה,ַ֣-וַטֵלֶךְַ֣הַלֶלֶךְַ֣גִבְׂ דוֹלָה;ַ֣אֶלֶףַ֣עֹלוֹתַ֣יַעֲלֶהַ֣שְׁׂ הִיאַ֣הַבָמָהַ֣הַגְׂ

בֵחַַ֣הַהוא.  עַלַ֣הַלִזְׂ

4. ַ֣

הוָהַ֣אֶלַַ֣֣ה אָהַ֣יְׂ עוֹן,ַ֣נִרְׂ גִבְׂ לֹמֹה-בְׂ אַלַ֣מָהַ֣אֶתֶּן--שְׁׂ לָה;ַ֣וַטאֹמֶרַ֣אֱלֹהִים,ַ֣שְׁׂ -בַחֲלוֹםַ֣הַכָיְׂ

 לָךְ.

5. ַ֣

לֹמֹה,ַ֣אַתָּהַ֣עָשִיתַָ֣עִםַַ֣֣ו פָנֶיךַָ֣-וַטאֹמֶרַ֣שְׁׂ ךַָ֣דָוִדַ֣אָבִיַ֣חֶסֶדַ֣גָדוֹל,ַ֣ךַאֲשֶׁרַ֣הָלַךְַ֣לְׂ דְׂ עַבְׂ

רַתַ֣ יִשְׁׂ דָקָהַ֣ובְׂ מָרבֶאֱמֶתַ֣ובִצְׂ לוַֹ֣-הַחֶסֶדַ֣הַגָדוֹלַ֣הַזֶה,ַ֣וַתִּתֶּן-לוֹ,ַ֣אֶת-לֵבָב,ַ֣עִלָךְ;ַ֣וַתִּשְׁׂ

אוֹ,ַ֣ךַטוֹםַ֣הַזֶה.-בֵןַ֣יֹשֵׁבַ֣עַל  ךִסְׂ

6. ַ֣

תַָּ֣אֶתַַ֣֣ז לַכְׂ הוָהַ֣אֱלֹהָי,ַ֣אַתָּהַ֣הִמְׂ עַתָּה,ַ֣יְׂ אָנֹכִיַ֣נַעַרַ֣קָטֹן,ַ֣לאַֹ֣-וְׂ ךָ,ַ֣תַּחַתַ֣דָוִדַ֣אָבִי;ַ֣וְׂ דְׂ עַבְׂ

 אֵדַעַ֣צֵאתַ֣וָבאֹ.

7. ַ֣

ךָוְַַַׂ֣֣֣ח דְׂ תָּ:--עַבְׂ ךָ,ַ֣אֲשֶׁרַ֣בָחָרְׂ תוֹךְַ֣עַלְׂ לאַֹ֣יִמָפֵרַ֣מֵרֹב.-רָב,ַ֣אֲשֶׁרַ֣לאֹ-עַםַַ֣֣בְׂ ַ֣ .8 יִלָנֶהַ֣וְׂ

פֹטַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣ט ךַָ֣לֵבַ֣שֹׁמֵעַ,ַ֣לִשְׁׂ דְׂ עַבְׂ נָתַתַָּ֣לְׂ הָבִין,ַ֣בֵין-וְׂ ךָ,ַ֣לְׂ רָע:-עַלְׂ ךִיַ֣מִיַ֣יוכַלַַַ֣֣֣טוֹבַ֣לְׂ

פֹט,ַ֣אֶת ךַָ֣הַךָבֵדַ֣הַזֶה.-לִשְׁׂ  עַלְׂ

9. ַ֣

עֵינֵיַ֣אֲדֹנָי:ַַ֣֣י לֹמֹה,ַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣וַטִיטַבַ֣הַדָבָר,ַ֣בְׂ ַ֣ .10 הַדָבָרַ֣הַזֶה.-ךִיַ֣שָׁאַלַ֣שְׁׂ

תַָּ֣אֶתַַ֣֣יא לאֹ-וַטאֹמֶרַ֣אֱלֹהִיםַ֣אֵלָיו,ַ֣יַעַןַ֣אֲשֶׁרַ֣שָׁאַלְׂ ךַָ֣יָמִיםַ֣-הַדָבָרַ֣הַזֶהַ֣וְׂ תַָּ֣כְׂ שָׁאַלְׂ

לאֹ תָּ,ַ֣נֶפֶשַׁ֣-רַבִיםַ֣וְׂ לאַֹ֣שָׁאַלְׂ ךַָ֣עֹשֶׁר,ַ֣וְׂ תַָּ֣כְׂ מֹעַַ֣שָׁאַלְׂ ךַָ֣הָבִין,ַ֣לִשְׁׂ תַָּ֣כְׂ שָׁאַלְׂ בֶיךָ;ַ֣וְׂ אֹיְׂ

פָט.  מִשְׁׂ

11. ַ֣

נָבוֹן,ַ֣אֲשֶׁרַ֣ךָמוֹךַָ֣לאַַֹ֣֣יב ךָ,ַ֣לֵבַ֣חָכָםַ֣וְׂ בָרֶיךָ;ַ֣הִםֵהַ֣נָתַתִּיַ֣לְׂ הָיָהַ֣-הִםֵהַ֣עָשִיתִי,ַ֣ךִדְׂ

אַחֲרֶיךַָ֣לאֹ פָנֶיךָ,ַ֣וְׂ  יָקוםַ֣ךָמוֹךָ.-לְׂ

12. ַ֣

גַםַ֣אֲשֶׁרַ֣לאַַֹ֣֣יג תַָּ֣נָתַתִּיַ֣לָךְ-וְׂ הָיָהַ֣כָמוֹךַָ֣אִישַׁ֣-אֲשֶׁרַ֣לאַַֹ֣֣ךָבוֹד:-עֹשֶׁרַ֣גַם-,ַ֣גַםשָׁאַלְׂ

לָכִים,ַ֣ךָל  יָמֶיךָ.-בַלְׂ

13. ַ֣
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וַַֹ֣֣יד מֹרַ֣חֺקַיַ֣ומִצְׂ רָכַי,ַ֣לִשְׁׂ אִםַ֣תֵּלֵךְַ֣בִדְׂ תִּי,ַ֣אֶת--תַי,ַ֣ךַאֲשֶׁרַ֣הָלַךְ,ַ֣דָוִידַ֣אָבִיךָוְׂ הַאֲרַכְׂ -וְׂ

 }ס{ַַ֣֣יָמֶיךָ.

14. ַ֣

הִםֵהַַַ֣֣֣טו לֹמֹה,ַ֣וְׂ רִיתוַטִקַץַ֣שְׁׂ נֵיַ֣אֲרוֹןַ֣בְׂ רושָׁלַםִַ֣וַטַעֲמֹדַ֣לִפְׂ אֲדֹנָי,ַ֣וַטַעַלַ֣-חֲלוֹם;ַ֣וַטָבוֹאַ֣יְׂ

כָל תֶּה,ַ֣לְׂ לָמִים,ַ֣וַטַעַשַ֣מִשְׁׂ  }פ{ַַ֣֣עֲבָדָיו.-עֹלוֹתַ֣וַטַעַשַ֣שְׁׂ

15. ַ֣

תַּיִםַ֣נָשִׁיםַ֣זֹנוֹתַַ֣֣טז פָנָיו.-אֶל--אָזַ֣תָּבאֹנָה,ַ֣שְׁׂ נָה,ַ֣לְׂ ַ֣ .16 הַלֶלֶךְ;ַ֣וַתַּעֲמֹדְׂ

בַיִתַ֣אֶחָד;ַ֣וָאֵלֵדַַ֣֣וַתּאֹמֶרַַ֣֣יז בֹתַ֣בְׂ הָאִשָהַ֣הַזאֹת,ַ֣יֹשְׁׂ הָאִשָהַ֣הָאַחַת,ַ֣בִיַ֣אֲדֹנִי,ַ֣אֲנִיַ֣וְׂ

 עִלָה,ַ֣בַבָיִת.

17. ַ֣

תִּי,ַ֣וַתֵּלֶד,ַ֣גַםַַ֣֣יח לִדְׂ לִישִׁי,ַ֣לְׂ הִיַ֣בַטוֹםַ֣הַשְׂ דָו,ַ֣אֵין-וַיְׂ נוַ֣יַחְׂ זָרַ֣-הָאִשָהַ֣הַזאֹת;ַ֣וַאֲנַחְׂ

תַּיִםאִתָּנוַ֣בַבַיִת,ַ֣זולָתִַ֣ נו,ַ֣בַבָיִת.-יַ֣שְׁׂ  אֲנַחְׂ

18. ַ֣

בָה,ַ֣עָלָיו.-וַטָמָתַ֣בֶןַַ֣֣יט לָה,ַ֣אֲשֶׁרַ֣שָׁכְׂ ַ֣ .19 הָאִשָהַ֣הַזאֹת,ַ֣לָיְׂ

לָהַ֣וַתִּקַחַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣כ תוֹךְַ֣הַכַיְׂ חֵיקָה;ַ֣-וַתָּקָםַ֣בְׂ ךִיבֵהו,ַ֣בְׂ שֵׁנָה,ַ֣וַתַּשְׁׂ ךַָ֣יְׂ לִי,ַ֣וַאֲמָתְׂ נִיַ֣מֵאֶצְׂ בְׂ

אֶת נָהַ֣הַלֵת,ַ֣-וְׂ חֵיקִי.בְׂ ךִיבָהַ֣בְׂ  הִשְׁׂ

20. ַ֣

הֵינִיקַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣כא הִםֵה-וָאָקֺםַ֣בַבֹקֶרַ֣לְׂ נִי,ַ֣וְׂ הִםֵהַ֣לאֹ-בְׂ בוֹנֵןַ֣אֵלָיוַ֣בַבֹקֶר,ַ֣וְׂ הָיָהַ֣-מֵת;ַ֣וָאֶתְׂ

תִּי. נִיַ֣אֲשֶׁרַ֣יָלָדְׂ  בְׂ

21. ַ֣

זאֹתַ֣אֹמֶרֶתַ֣לאַֹ֣כִיַַ֣֣כב נֵךְַ֣הַלֵת,ַ֣וְׂ נִיַ֣הַחַיַ֣ובְׂ נֵךְַ֣וַתּאֹמֶרַ֣הָאִשָהַ֣הָאַחֶרֶתַ֣לאַֹ֣כִי,ַ֣בְׂ ,ַ֣בְׂ

נֵיַ֣הַלֶלֶךְ. נָה,ַ֣לִפְׂ דַבֵרְׂ נִיַ֣הֶחָי;ַ֣וַתְּׂ  הַלֵתַ֣ובְׂ

22. ַ֣

נֵךְַ֣-זאֹתַ֣אֹמֶרֶת,ַ֣זֶה--וַטאֹמֶרַ֣הַלֶלֶךְַַ֣֣כג זאֹתַ֣אֹמֶרֶתַ֣לאַֹ֣כִי,ַ֣בְׂ נֵךְַ֣הַלֵת;ַ֣וְׂ נִיַ֣הַחַיַ֣ובְׂ בְׂ

נִיַ֣הֶחָי.  }פ{ַַ֣֣הַלֵתַ֣ובְׂ

23. ַ֣

חוַ֣לִיַַ֣֣כד נֵיַ֣הַלֶלֶךְ.ַ֣חָרֶב;ַ֣וַטָבִאו-וַטאֹמֶרַ֣הַלֶלֶךְ,ַ֣קְׂ ַ֣ .24 הַחֶרֶב,ַ֣לִפְׂ

רוַ֣אֶתַַ֣֣כה נוַ֣אֶת-וַטאֹמֶרַ֣הַלֶלֶךְ,ַ֣גִזְׂ נָיִם;ַ֣ותְׂ אֶת-הַטֶלֶדַ֣הַחַיַ֣לִשְׁׂ אַחַת,ַ֣וְׂ הַחֲצִיַ֣-הַחֲצִיַ֣לְׂ

אֶחָת.  לְׂ

25. ַ֣

נָהַ֣הַחַיַ֣אֶל-וַתּאֹמֶרַ֣הָאִשָהַ֣אֲשֶׁרַַ֣֣כו רוַ֣רַחֲמֶיהַָ֣עַל-הַלֶלֶךְ,ַ֣ךִי-בְׂ מְׂ נָה,ַ֣-נִכְׂ וַתּאֹמֶרַ֣בִיַ֣בְׂ

נו הָמֵתַ֣אַל-לָהַ֣אֶת-אֲדֹנִיַ֣תְּׂ זאֹתַ֣אֹמֶרֶת,ַ֣גַם-הַטָלודַ֣הַחַי,ַ֣וְׂ מִיתֺהו;ַ֣וְׂ לָךְַ֣לאַֹ֣-לִיַ֣גַם-תְּׂ

יֶה זֹרו.--יִהְׂ  גְׂ

26. ַ֣

נוַַ֣֣כז מִיתֺהו:-לָהַ֣אֶת-וַטַעַןַ֣הַלֶלֶךְַ֣וַטאֹמֶר,ַ֣תְּׂ הָמֵת,ַ֣לאַֹ֣תְׂ הִיא,ַַַ֣֣֣הַטָלודַ֣הַחַי,ַ֣וְׂ

 }ס{ַַ֣֣אִלוֹ.

27. ַ֣

עוַ֣כָלַַ֣֣כח מְׂ רָאֵל,ַ֣אֶת-וַטִשְׁׂ נֵיַ֣הַלֶלֶךְ:-יִשְׂ או,ַ֣מִפְׂ פָטַ֣אֲשֶׁרַ֣שָׁפַטַ֣הַלֶלֶךְ,ַ֣וַטִרְׂ ךִיַַַ֣֣֣הַלִשְׁׂ

פָט.-רָאו,ַ֣ךִי בוַֹ֣לַעֲשוֹתַ֣מִשְׁׂ קִרְׂ מַתַ֣אֱלֹהִיםַ֣בְׂ  }ס{ַַ֣֣חָכְׂ

28. ַ֣

Shoresh/Vocabulary  

I Kings 3:1-28 
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ים  to discern, recognise בין God אֱלֹהִ֔

 to build בנה Truth אֱמֶת

עוֹן Lord אֲדוֹן  Gibeon גִבְׂ

וֹן  Big, great גָדוֹל a chest, ark אֲר 

 also, moreover גַם that, which אֲשֶׁר

 to divide גזר A Thousand אֶלֶף

ד another אַחֶר  David דָוִ֔

 to speak, word, thing דבר to be hostile, enemy אָיַב

 Way דרכ Maid אָמָה

 to be היי Love אהב

 to go, walk, come הלכ after, behind אחר

 This זֶה to say אמר

 stranger זָר beside, near, by אצל

 Prostitute, harlot זֹנָה to prolong, lengthen ארכ

רִית  to sacrifice זבח covenant בְׂ

ין וֹם between בֵּ  Dream חֲל 

תוֹך  Half חֲצִי in the midst בְׂ

 Bossom חֵיק Son בֵן

סֶד House בַיִת  goodness, kindness חֶ 

סֶד daughter בַת  goodness, kindness חֶ 

מַה High place בָמָה  wisdom חָכְׂ

 Statue חֺקַי Morning בֹקֶר

 enactment, statutes חֺקָה to come, bring בוא

ת to choose בחר  City Wall חוֹמֵַ֥

א to live חיי  Throne ךִסְׂ

 to finish כלה Wise חכמ

 to grow warm כמר Sword חרב

נֶה make oneself son-inlaw חתן  Before לִפְׂ
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 Heart לֵב Good טוֹב

ה הוָ֔ לָה the LORD יְׂ  Night לָיְׂ

ִַ֖ם ַֹ֖ רושָׁלִ  to take לקח Jerusalem יְׂ

ל רָאֵֶּ֗ בֵחַַ֣ Israel יִשְׂ  Altar מִזְׂ

וָה on account of, because יַעַן  commandment מִצְׂ

יִם to awake יָקַץ רָָּ֑  Egypt מִצְׂ

ה to know ידע תֶֹּ֖  a feast, drink מִשְׁׂ

לֶךְ Day יוֹם  King מֶ 

 to die, kill, slay מות to be good, pleased יטב

 to reign. to be king מלכ be able יכל

 to bear, to beget, to be ילד

burn 

 to count, number, reckon מנה

 life, soul נֶפֶשׁ to nurse ינק

 to give נתן to go out יצא

 surround, go around, turn סבב to fear ירא

about 

 to count, number, reckon ספר to sit, dwell ישׁב

יר sleeping ישׁנ  City עִ 

 Until עַד uprightness ישׁר

 Eye עַיִן according as ךַאֲשֶׁר ַ֣

 People עַם abundance, glory, honour ךָבוֹד

ק Now עַתָּה  only, surely, altogether רַ 

 tender mercy רַחֲמִים whole burnt offering עֹלָה

 bad, evil רָע riches, wealth עֹשֶׁר

 multitude רֹב servant עבד

 To see, to appear, be seen ראה to bring up, offer עלה

 Great רב to stand, raise up עמד

ה to answer ענה לֹמֹ֔  Solomon שְׁׂ

 Name שֵׁם to do, make עשי
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ה עֹֹ֖  peace, well being שָׁלוֹם pharaoh פַרְׂ

 There שָׁם Faces פָנִים

ה דָקַָּ֛  to ask שׁאל righteousness צְׂ

 to lie, lie down שׁכב inward part, midst קֶרֶב

 to hear, listen, understand שׁמע Small קָטֹן

 to keep, guard שׁמר to stand, raise up קומ

 to judge שׁפט to make sacrifice קטר

 
 


